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"Out of Sorts and Out of Cash": Problems of

©.  Newspaper Publishing in Wiaéoﬁsiﬁ]fettitory, 1833-1848

®

&

-

The story of the_establishment of newspapers in the westward-expanding
United Stetes of the mid-19th century is frequeﬂtlz told in terms that verge
on the poetic. Journalisn of the égtiod is described by FPrank Lutheg Mott,
for exaupi;, as "spreading west;ard in a nighty wave. . . . Wherever & towa

hsprang up, -there.a printer with a rude press ‘96 'a shirt-tail-full of type’

III

wss sure to appear. . . . William H. Taft, expanding on the same theme,

-‘tells us: "This scene was repeated in hundreds of communities.
HE

printer and hig apprentice was recording-history in the making. . . .

Each

wd
Daniel Boorstin, discussing what he calls the "booster” press of the time,

" contends that "Like the musket ,the newspaper became a weapon and a tool, to

conquer the forest and to duild new commﬁnltieg;;3 Théy and othera, to greater
s
or lesser degrea, further detail the numbers of newspapera qhat appeared on

] (]

the frontier, the prime reasons for their establishment, and their contributions

to journaliem generslly and to the developwent of their individual communitieg.

which frontier newspapers wers eptablished and meintained. But it would seem to

3

There ie little mentfion in tneir discusaions, however, of the difficulties unazr\\

"
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be the printer-editor 2 ability to ovgrc-‘\*ﬁhose difficulties which nakes the

) .
L c ‘ w2

=

‘ story of the expansion of American journaliam &8ll the more reuarkable-

. That that 19 so 18 pointéd up in more specialized accounts, most notably
those of William H. ‘Lyon and Geo%ge S. Hage. Ip@eqd, the problems fgced by

Missouri editora in the yeara prior to 1860 as detailed by Lyon and those of

-the Minnesots editors Hage studied sre quite aimilar: f{insncial want, dependence

upon slow and unreliable t}ansportation and mail systems, and a lack of
journeyman printers.& But how universal were those conditiona? And what effects
did they have on the operatign of newspapera? It 1g tke purpose of thia papet

tp provide further material to aid in answering thoae questions by examining
tﬁgacomuon prodlems faced by printer-editors in gtill another portion of the

-

American frontier of the 19th century, Wisconsin Territory.
Té; getting of money was the printer-editor's major concgrn,.and ;
consf;nt one, beginning with his need to find £inané¥al support to begin his
venture. The average capifalization of the gix newapapera being published in
Wisconsin in the firat six months of 184b, the first yeaé for which such
figures are availsbie, was 81, ?1?.5 Two Years earlier, Josiah A. Noonsn had

[ .

bought out the press, type. and other materiala of the Rscine Agzus for $1,500

ﬁh:utright in ordet'to‘establiah hia Wisconein Enquirer at Hadison.6 ¥hen he
e, .: 3
- bought the officé and equipment of the Milwaukee Advertiser in 1841, he psid

anéther $1,500, cash on the barrel.? In 1842, Harrison Reed bought the
Enquirer from Noonan's successor, Charlep C. Sholes, for $2,000, agreeing to
pay $400 down, 3&00 a month later, and the remainder within one yesr.s At

time yhen the ktanard wage for jourpeymen in major eastern cities ranged

from §9 to $12 a week,? the expense of buying an -eatsblished newspaper or

setting up 8 new one altogether was prohibitively high for most printers emigrating’

vast. As a result, they turncd for ald to -«- or, on occa#ion, were sought out by --

L]
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the financial speculators of the frontier, the "proprietore and projectore of towng
and enterprises, and the anbitious men of the day," the "booetera." tc use Booretiﬂ‘p-
term, who aubeidized newspapers in order to promote their towns and bueineeseaalq

I Albert 'G. Ellis of Green Bay, for example, was approached by Dr. Addison
Philleo, a Mineral Point physician and promoter, ag early as 1826, ten years
before Hieconbin was eeparated from Michigan Territory, with the propoeition that they
establish a newspaper. Ellie was an Episcopal lay leader and teacher with the '
' Oneida Indians in the Green hay area, but he had veceived his early training as a -
printer and he was interéeted\in the proposal. - Philléo, however, did not keep
an appointment to discuss the matter.ll Two years later, Dr. Philleotfnd the Brobo
County promoter-politician Morgan L. Martin managed to raise $1:200 to begin a |
newspaper that would "a&vocat; the improvement of the Fox and Hieconein-rivere,"

but rhey,decided the amount was not sufficient and gave up their plans.l2 i

| In 1831 Ellis won a promiee of backing from Col. J. C. Stambcugh the U. S.
Indian agent in Wisconsin: * Ellie went so far as to order-a press, type, and paper,

and to 1ssus a prospectus for a newspaper. to be known a8 the grean Bly Intelligencer- ’

That project fell through, however, when Col. Stambaugh did not live up to his
pronise, and illie headed off into the wilderness 25 a eurveyor in an effort to

" raisa the neceeeary money on his own. He was finally able to work out a partnerahip
with John V. Suydln, another eurveyor, but only after Suyden hcd actuclly procured
‘a presa and othar equipment from Detroit.13 On December 11, 1833, the Green Bay

Intelligencer finally appeared, the first newspaper iu what éae_:o become Wiaconsin

and an organ which, Bllia unabashedly admitted in the firat issue, had "one principsl

object in view, vic., the advancement of the country wggﬁ of Lake Michigan.”

In 1836, a group of businessmen headed by the developer of the west side of the
town of * "waukee, Byron Kilbourn, established Daniel H. Richarda as editor of the

gilugﬂg;e Advertiser, the fir?t newapaper in that community. Their aim was to .
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promote aettlement and development of the land on the weet bank of the Hilwaukee
River and to press for the development of the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal,

a project in which Kilbourn was‘deeply involved as investor and promoter. 14 A

, Year later, a group headed by Solomon Juneau, the acknowledged founder of

Milweukee, bae}ed’publ;cation of the\ﬁilwaukee Sentinzl, a newspaper devoted to

Ly

‘the development of the community on the east gside of the river.lé At Racine,

six lawyero and merchants banded together in 1333 to establish the Racine Arguo.16
The followins year, William‘w. Wymen won support of EbeneZér Brigham, the comtractor
who erected thieon B i&ret public buildings, 1n establishing his Madison Eggreee.

And eo it was elsevhere; wherever new towns "sprang into existence, newepapere
were established t; give a name. to and make known the peculiar advantases of their
locality.”1® The boosters lent the pninter the money that was necessary to begin
his neweooper, provided copy in which eney gave voice to their dreams of the future,
and saw to it that. the neﬁepapers were circulated free in the Eaet to bring CAEir
communities "to the favorable attention of 1mmigrante and the eastern world generally "

“to pereuade others to help them bring their dreams tO realithlg And always with ‘
An eye toward building thetr own fortunes as their communities grew. But as ‘soon
as the boostars lost their visfons‘or their money or 8 mply left-to find new
challenges in the land}farther west, the newspapers they had supported failed,

: and the printers had to seek new sources of support: -

Sone printer—editors aligned themsel;es with political parties or individual
political leaders, which put them on even_shakier ground - in part, because the )
pogties’nere factionalized and, 1n”part, because of the treacherous nature of frontier

‘politics. Harrison Reed, who formally took editorship of the Milwaukee Sentinel in

L
1838, pubrished his newspaper on behalf of the maverick potitician James D. Doty.

When Noty was a Democrat, the Seatinel supported Democrats; when Doty threw his

support to William Henry Harrison in the presidential campeign of 1840, the Sentinel

“CH
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followed As a result Reed won the snimosity of both Democrats and anti-Doty
Vhigs. During the election campaign for te:ritotial delegate in 1841, a group of
Democrats foreclosed 2 lien on the Sentinel and publisned the newspaper on behalf
of“their candidate'until‘sfte: the .election. Reed was never theteafter able to
win the conficdence of his fellow Whigs, many"of whon believed he had‘been in
collusion with the Democtats, ann he sold the Sentinel.zo. He then moved to
‘ Madison -to publish the Wiskonssn Enguirer [sic]) as Doty's principal journalistic
voice.ﬁ Toty, however{ withdrew his supﬂort of his editor, and Reed temporarily
left journslism.zl
When Reed lost the Sentinel, Elisha Starr, bank-rolled by a consortium of

Whigs, establighed the Miluaukee Journal to suppott the Whig candidate for delegate.
He had the backing of the party and its leaéers-ln Milwaukee during the campaignp,
but a;te: the electian their enthugiasm for the newspaper waned, and within six
months étarr had to shut down the 3ournal.22 i ’
- From whatEvet“quarter support came, it gave the press what George Hyer called

"the stigma of a pensioned :;\gency."23 And it was naqt generous. Many a printer

mst have nodded in agreement when Josish Noonan lamented in his Wisconsin Enquirer

of December 5, 1840, that there was "but a poor prospect ahead for a man shose .
denendencc for a llvelihood is upon the patronage extended to a newspaper establish—
ment.” Still later, after he had moved to Milwaukee and was operacisg the Milwaukee
Courier Noonan complained again of the bleak outlcok for printer-editors and
characterized most printing establishments in the Territory as being "so poor

that they are compelled to change!hands with almost every moon. ‘_."' He laid

the blame on town speculators and politicians who Zurnish another printer with

8 stock of peper and fine stories and get hia a golng, and in the course of six
ﬁontns his credit entirely runs down, and he too fails,™24

Once started, the printer-editors were expected to find other sources of

income, and they looked first to attracting advertisers, setting rates which were

e
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reaaonsble, if not generous. The Green Bay Wisconsiﬁ Democrat and the'uadison
-“ -% :
Express, for example, charged $1 per square for the first insertipen, .25 cents for

subsequent insertions, and gavedihcouﬁtsby the year; others, such as the
(‘f}

o

Racine Advocate and the Waukesha American Freeran were even more generous,

charging a flat 56 per square for one year. But "there were but a few places of

business and no interior settlements requiring printing of any kind," particularly

t . 1)
i{n the 1830s, George Hyer recalled: 2> The frontier printer seldom had as much

advertising.as he wanted or needg&. When a windfall of %Fvertising did come
v

“to the priﬁthahop, the evetit was of such importance that printers cut editorial

matter to‘make room. Noonan found himself in such a situvation in mid-lB&O,gaﬁd

he explained to his Enquirer redders: e ° .

b

Ls

In consequencé of the unusual press of ads, this week, we are
compelled to omit several articles which should have made their
appearance - in the present number. . . . They will all be pubkished {n
the next Enquirer. In the meaw time, our correspondents will exercise
a little patience.26 .

That was a rare occasion, however.

4

Subscribers provided still another potential sogrq} of income. As already

noted, the newspapers were circulated free in the East, but subscribers in

¥

Wisconsin were expected to pay. The Green Bay Advocate chargeé $1.5q/§-year in

advance, or $2 later; the Wisconsin Argus and Madison Express were $2.in advaﬁce,

$3 later; the Wisconsin Enquirer. $3 4n advance, $3.50 in pafﬁ within six months,

3

and $4 if paid at the end of the yesr. But gubscribers were not easily found.

A month after they had launched their Southport Americsn at gfat 48 now Kenosha

in 1841, editors J. B, Jilson and N. P. Dowst -reported that they had,ef;ecteq
i £

their office would iLe
filled with eager and clamorous subscribers. But alas for the soberness
of reality! there is nothing but the ticking of the compositor's stick,
the grumbling of the devil and the scolding of the pressmen, and we
ourselves cooped up, in a2ll honor, in our editorial corner, knocking and
belaboring our brains for something to make an article of.’
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" Jilson and Dowst urged their readers ''cash in hand enter your names for aubscriptions, .
\ and think yourselves-happy for the chance v27  But even when subscribers did enter ‘

/ their names, they vere slow in pay:l.ng, and’ the pr:l.nter-ed:ltgbrs had to plead for.

payment. Their pleadings tqok the form of humor on occasion, aa when Noonan aaked:

“Did’ you ever see @ drunken man who did not think he was aober? ' Did you éver see

H

a pE}nter vho had two coata on-his back?"28 Charles C. Shcleezturned to aarcasm‘

*  when numerous ‘appeals for payment failed: >
o

: Suggo;t{hg the Presa,~-Taking a newspaper three or four years, and when

@ - . .
dunped ‘for themotdy getting in a pet, refusing to pay, and then

*

, discontinuing the paper..29 . -

Sokpe choae 5 soft-sell, as did .Jerome L. Marsh of the Platteville Independent

erican: "If you wiah the printer a happy new year, you cannot better ‘show it

than by seEtling uplﬁho William W. Wyman was more direct in calling on aubscribers

indebted to his Madison Express "for one year.and upwards, to fork over immediately,’

or we shall be under the disagreeable neceasity of putting their bills in the ot

. handa of prOpe? persons for collection.", Wyman explained that ke couid not “purchaae
~'paper and . other mater:lals; and haq‘:’e\.he‘lp w:i.thout cash."'_,3 1 But while Wy;nar; and Ahe
. others preferred cash, they would also take proche in payment ow{”ih winter months,.
/ firewood.32 Their c;ntiﬁued pleas, hgwever, would indicate that subacribers did%
not 'fork over immediately," but were neverc'l1e1ess kept on the aubscﬂript:l'c’m liets.

Printera also aought ts supplement their anQQeﬁﬂwith contracts for public

brinting, but they reported later that the work of setting line after line of publig
- - s .

lawe and executive proclamationa in ridnpareil or agste brought few, if any, profita,

Barish Brown, who establislifed the‘Hggcgﬁsin Democrat at Madison in 1846, considered
misinformed those who “had tﬁeir envy excited by the rapid £6rtunea which it is |
;upposed are vade from the State‘pfinting contracts.” Brown did public printing

for nearly 19 years under both territorial and state adpinistrations, and during-f "

that time, Qe“seid, he took from the businesa "not one dollar" in profit. H. A.

."’ , » \ .
. .




Tenney, editor of Madison 8 Wisconsin Argus from 1847 te 1352,‘and territorial

0

printer early in 1843 echoed Brown in testifying *0 his,éwn experienceS' e 4 o

never made a dollar ouﬁ of all the public printing I ever had -- that 13, the

L] ¥

' piofits of one year we;e so uniformly exhausted the next, that the aggregate regult

Ls

was a loss.” The public printer who survived a decéda“ﬁtthgut %Bnkruptcy, Tenney @ ¥~

beliéved, "muit be regarded as a miracle of success, under the -ordinary . d

a . ¢

circumstancés of the past."” Some printers did gain from pub11c~priptin3, but not
alw;ys honestly, it has beern ,suggedted, and given the poverty of most printer~
9

ediEore, it 1is noE surprising that they would be corrupted;aa* .

% ] .
" Finally, the printer-editors also did job printing.” But while they might L \\\

offer, as did the Racine Argus, work "executed on'short notice and at moderate
- »
prices 1n a style equal to any in the western country," there was little work to
. e

do: '"no flaming handbills were issued, no*shows uraversed the country, no gift
k.na:&,

concerts, festivals, ox excursions, called for~a display of printer's in

It was not untii the 13503.and 1860s, as bhusiness developed to provide an adver~-
- ) 4 v . .
» tising base and wmore settlers arrived to.provide increased readership, ''that

the business of publishing became self-relying and self-supporting,"” though
even then printer-editbrs faced grave financiai difficulties. Rufus Kin‘*, editorQ

]

and publisher of the Milwaskee Sentirel fréom 1845 to 1861, took dp his dutiea

believing "that the prospect ahcad 1s as f#ir as I could reasonably expect or wish";35

p]

after all, seven years had elapsed since Noonan had first complained’ about tha

u

- printer's prospects. But by 1857, King was writing bitterly to his friend ’
‘Thurlow Weed, the Alba;y publisher and politican, of hi "lbad of fihancial(careé"

and his inability to secure a "good businessman for a partner.“36 By the end of
! ( N

1860 he was seeking "a year or tuo'e’relaxatian from editorial cares & lsborﬁ,"

¥

vhile working at "some more lucrative occupation than of editing a neuspaper.“37 ‘

(With the outbreak of the Civil War, King finally escaped the print shop; a West , *~

Point graduate, he won appointment as a-brigadjer general of volunteers In the -

-’
. e ’ -
+ L

ERIC | - W




Union army and later was named Hin!ster Eo Rome. He did not return to neuapapering }

The'Bhops out of which the printer-editora operated gave evidence of their '\

'poverty, having an appearance of primitivenesa. ‘as George Hyer "decacribed the
v -

)Intelligencer office at Green Bay as he remembered aeeing it. While eastern\

publishera wera adopting poWer presses in the' 18308 the Hiaconsin territorial
printer—editor‘normally hdd only a single hand—operated flat—bed press, frequently
T ~ .

a Ramage which was built of mahogany or qther heavy wood and operate& at great .-

-

L]
.

v - -

exhrtion or the iron Yashington flat—bed press; the power presa did~not make ita
_appearance in Wisconsin until 1846.33 The printer'a type casea boasted Dnly twof
n ‘. ] . -,

or three £onts of type, worn dowm by his oun use- and perhapa by the use of aomeone

Ls

before him. His supplies of paper, ink, and other matefia{f,were meager. Bverything-

waa "confined uith%n very narrow quarters," as was, for eiample, the Milwaukee

idvertiaer office in 1836, "the entire establishment occupying less room than

-

[305t thirty yeara_laten] deemed necessgry .for an editor'a sancéum.™3?

The' preases were built in the Eaat and crrived i~ Wiaconain, many-of them,

. v

L
-after passing from print stbp to print ahop along the way; rare was the printer-

LY

ed{tor who could afford better than  a aecond*hann preaa. John P, Shéidon publ her

of the Wisconsin Democrat at Madiaon in the 18403 beiieved the Intellig_ncer a

Ramage was the~aame one he had used when he began busineae as a pxinter ‘at
3 .

Detroit in 1817, 1t later saw service in a Madison printing office and, in 13&1

*

was ahipped back to Green Bay where Suydam used it to print hia rhoenix. The~ =

preaa waa destroyed by fire later that year; the Phoenix did not riae from the:

aahea, however.4° ) | ‘ - v \
- * . ff

) J. A4 Hadley uaed a’ Ramage with a lengthy hiatory when he began publication

of hia Watertown Chronicle in 1847. C. D, Robinaon, editor of the Green Bay Advocate

from 1846 to 1886. testified that he, had seefl the aame press uaed in the 1830a o

.disaeminate anti-Jackaon doctrinea in Western New York. With variéble fortunea,

"
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it finally became the property of a Fourlerite Society in Monroe county, in that
State, and when that bubbie explodod Haldey broughc At west."41 Charles C.
Sholea and his brother Henry bought a Washington press in 1835 to print the s

Wisoonsin Free Press at 8reer Bay.‘gThey transpogted it to Southport, now

" late as 1865.12 ' n

" When materisls did arrive, ‘they were‘ouerjoyed:

'9g:ive‘wigh1n two or thuee months,

T

Kenosha, when they established their Southport Telegraph in ;840.
- -~ o 5

printed the Telegrogh for about 135 years, then was sold to Edgar J. Farnum,

The Hashington

-

proprietor ofdthe Elkhorn Independent.

Y

' . -

Unrelisble communications posed still anpther set of problems for the

u

Wisconsin printer-editor:‘ "the ahxioua uncertainties attendiug the arrival
. . - 4 -

of paper and material, the_irrégularity of the mails, the difficuvlties ﬁttenhing

i ' - . : -;—-'/' L.
rthe circulation of his weekly edition. .-. ." " Most of his gupplies were transported

Téom Buffalo through Lakes Erfe, Huronm, ;nd Michigan, and then only from late

FE

spring to late fall, when :he Jakes were open for shipping. Hoat often shipmenta

o+

-'came by Bailboat, although they were also carried on schooners, sailboats with

- L

auxiliary otedh-engines, or later in the period on steamboats.

Travel time was

about {wr weeks in good weather, bugﬁho the anxious publﬁgher it seemed much

_ longer, even.wonths, between the time:he placed his order and its arrival.

*

Indeed, priuoer-editors "deemed themselves fortunate if supplies reached them before

Ls

& " . . :; - £l
a 'suspension' of their labore had been the necessary result of delay,"

E

"Imagine the landing of thst old

- - N

press and 1ts small sssortment of types, coses, paper and inks on the wharfless

ghore at'Green Bay. -What a prospect for a publisher," Hyer said years later.
¥ .- .
Sometimes, however, equipment did not arrive at all. When Noonsn ordered

Ls

a8 press and equipment on which to print the Enguirer in the spring of 1838 he

a

adh Hyer, who was to be nis journeyman and later, his partner, expected it would

As summer lengthened into fall, the waterisl

It was said to have been in use there as ..

43 .

nc

Hyer recalled.
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11

did not sppear; then they leained that the press had been lost overboard when t he
boat bringing it from Bufialo was caught in a storm on Lake Huron.&A {As noted

above, however, Noonan was sble to publish by buying the office of the Racine

Argus.)

That press;, had it survived the voyage, would have been put ashore at Green

+

Bay, loaded on a barge for transport about 120 miles down the Fox River to Fort
\Winngbagp {now Portsge), and from there carried 35 ﬁi}es by wagon to Madison.

) ' \
Other ghipments bound for inland communities frequently made a circuitous eight-

) ¥
day river voyage from Pittsburgh via the Ohio, the’Mississippi, and the Fever

River to Gslena, where they¥ were put aboard stages for overlend tr'ansport.45 .

¢ ' &

. " ¢ Whatever the method of Eragsport, whatever. the route, theré were delaysﬁ
, and the printer—editors not infrequentlf found it necesssry to apologize to their

readers for resulting publicstion delays. « The Racine Argus did not appear as

!

scheduled on ApEil.?, 1838, because an expected sﬁpply of paper did not arrive.
The editors assured theif readers in the isﬁue of April 14, however, that they
héd '"procured a large quantity, sufficient for several months, and wilf slways

- be able to issue the paper-upon the regular day." The paper was not’ stacked

b H

in Ehe-priuting office, however, but in Chicago, and it was six Weeks before the

newspaper again appeared. ‘ﬁgaderbbléarned later that the supply of paper had been

shipped tp Eacine by.sailboat “but could not be landed on account of the wind,"
. {ﬂ and had to be r;Eurneﬁ to Chicago. Subsequently, deliverymen hired to transport the-

paper did.not, for some reason, pickit up, and finally the printer had to'go‘to

] . ) S gt T .o
Chicago to.get 1t.46, Other printer-editors, too, sometimes had to ghggend e
* r L

o L

. pu cation while th aited.for ‘paper, or, iIn some instances, had to cesse

* -

" pyblication altogethe Those'yha aﬁ:ﬁcipaied shortages reduced the size of their

ewapapéra.47 . ) 5 S T e
* Even when their orders did arrive on time, Wisconsin'a printer-editora
) Q ‘ b ! .
someﬁ{?ef foimd their suppliera, whether out of ‘negligence or design, had
- . . -

L1 ¢

+1

s-nt materials of poor quality or of the wrong specifications. Horace A. Tenney
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of the Wiaconsin Argus eomplained publicly that some eastern type founders "make

« . .
a practice of aelling an irticle to weatérn printers which generally faila about the.

first year," and he vowed that he would never again buy Eype without a warranty.

A aupply of paper once arrived at the Milwaukee Sentinel office which editor

Harriaon Reed deacribed to hia readera aa "hardly fit fof wrapping paper; and not

-

only 'too short at the top,' like the Paddy‘'a blanket, but shq;tﬁﬁé'the bottom

also, and a ‘scant pattern' for width into the bargaiq."49

When a Buffalo, N. Y.,
aupplier sent Charlea D. Robinson a smaller size }aper than uauzl, he told

‘readera of his Green Bay Advocate: "Thia ia-a new feature in the history of

~ n

-

newspaperg. Thoae which proaper generally enlarge —- we are prospering beautifﬁlly

and aie ensmalled.” >0 ) o . .

Because of the difficultiea of transportation, Tenné}; Reed, Robinan,%hnd
their colleagues had little choice but- to uae whatever was aent them while waiting

for new ordera to be filled. It was not until 1848, when the firat paper mill"

PO

waa eatablished in Wisconain?l and 1856, when the first type foundry began oﬂerationssz
that such problems were alleviated, In the neantime, the pxinter-;ditora‘seemed to
Y . .
accept the -gituation aanéhiqgly. ' -
Printer-editora of the time were lesa sanguine aboug the vagariea of mail
delivery. None could "take out his watch, and calculate with certainty the arrival
of a mail® that he might have looked for to briﬁg him exchange newapapera from the
East or South. It took twoasto three weeks for letééra and newspapers to arrive
1A Milwaukee from New York “and their arrivala were Eéenta of no amall importance,"
bacause the printer never knew when the mail would arrive and because 1:s.contenta
helped to £11l the columna of his newspeper.SS
At the same time, the prieter céuld mot count on the mails into the interior

to carry hia newspapers to aubacribera with any regularity. The mail to Green Bay

vas carried on what ‘were called "mud wagons,” and when the weather waa 3°°difh“"‘-hh

-
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made deliveries once a2 week, but only when the weather was good. Less regular
deliveries were made to the militai’y posta at Fort Howard, on the west bhank of

the Fox River across from Green Bay; to Fort ﬁ.innebago, at the‘portage betweeg

the FPox and the Wisgonsin; and to\fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien. Mails elsewhere
into t:hé interior of the Territory “jogged éloné slowly on the buck of an Indian
‘pony, the carrier being some half-breed, ov fro;:tipr man, who was at home whn:evef
the niéht overtoc;k him, and his arrival or departure was governed by no fixed )
ru;e;" Hyer recalled "frequentiy'to.have seen the mail bag 14id aside at some settler's
hut; or stowed away in an Indian wigwanm, waiting for the pleasure of thke cirrier

S\ ¥ho wag off on a drunken. frolv:l.c."s"
s !

The difficulties with the mails Sent the printer-editors to their cases in a
rage. They complained time and again of "the constant failures and delays of the mail.”
"To one eiitpr,)the situation »as "a sore ‘inconvenience™; to-another, it was "beyond

al’ endurance”: to still another, it was' "too great an evil to be borne in silence,”

- - -

- and enough "to vex a man bXassed with only an ordinary degree of patience most

sorely.” The milder men said simply that "everythj:ng seems t‘; be at loose ends” |
in the postal service or éugges:ted that "The: Postmaster at Chicago ought to be

‘ reformed.” Tine more outraged wrote of what they saw as "gross and villainous' .
mismanagement” in the de.partment: and the shortcomings, even criming}{{.ty, of

. ot
individual mail cariers. And in almost every instance they coupled their complaints

] -

with apologies "for the barren.state.of our.colums¥_as .a result of not receiving..

I

exchange newsp.pers gr for delays subscribers experienceg.ss -

3

" The journeyman compositdrs and pressmen of the time -~ jours, in the Jargon
of the day ~- posed'a wholly different set of problems. They were a "set of free
Ty -

and eagy fellows,”" as Hyer described them on one occasion, or on another, "self-~
- c v -

reiiant! independent, and improvident.™

. An itinerant bunch, they traveled from"
place to place as ‘the mood, too'\t'x"equently created by alcohol, struck them.

Too; not all workgd all the time as printers but could be found in & variety of .

~ 15
.
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occupations. Geérge Hyer, like Albert Ellis, though trained &8-a printer, also

- . wes a surveyor and was lured back to the case duriné intervals betﬁeeq N
surveying expeditiona.57 - ’ . R
L} - ERraY
o Hyer worked first at the Milwaukee Advertiser alongside a My. Delay, whom

he described as "liberally educated ~- a ‘graduate of an Furopean college.” Delay

- u

had learned printing as a boy, then joined the army in order to find adventure,
On his discharge from one enlistment he worked dbriefly at the Advertiser office

only to rejoin the army. He later was killed during s battle with Indians in

-

New Mexico. Another soldier-printer was Sefgeint J. 0. Reeves, who on h;e

. “discharge in mid-winter of 1838 after service at Fort Hinpeﬁaéo,.walﬁed the 40

miles to Madison«where. he fou;d work at the Express as both compositor and pressman.
Stiil another of Hyer's acquaintances in ﬁhe print ;hop_waa‘Charles*B. ﬁﬁtsoﬁ,

who edited newspapérs at Richmond, Virginia and Natchez, Mississippi before

heading north. Unfortunately, Hyer observed, "dissipation had brought him to the

s

- lowest condition in 1i1fe, and, broken in health and nind, he had 'tramped' about,

the world, concluding his rambling by walking from Milwavkee to Madison, where

he died. . ., "8 , ‘ | -

Publishers told stories aplenty of those and other journeymen when they

gathered in later yearﬁ at meetings of the Wisconsin Editorial Association (later,
; @! ‘
the Wisconsin Press Association): of the "dilapidated specimen of a 'tramping

T

jour'” ome editor met three times in three different states over a period of years;
of another of whom his employer thought thar "the 'white horse' in said pressman

€ s ¢ pi
had something to do.with his 'knock down' arguments™; of the jour who traveled

LI -

about the country from state capital to at;te capital and to the national .

capit?l snd once, in the dome of the capitol b;ilding at-washington, fell asleep
_ -andﬂv%P waking, immediately composad "Night in the Dome of the Capitol,” a popular
) ‘essey of the d.?.”

How Bany compositors and pressmen may have drifted in and out of Wisconsin

during the tgrrztorial.period is impossible to estiﬁate; Hyer recounted aslmply

ERIC . -' . 18
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. that they "were not numerous, and could not be called on at will,"60 Richards, -

a

; . N
for example, managed to lure two journeymen out to Milwankee.from New York in 1836

to help him print the Advertiser only after paying their lpaasag‘e and all their

expenses. Even then "it was with the greatest difficulty that Etheyj « oo

could be induced to continue their labor'.'-'el And, in fact, as the h}.uatery.

f

Wisconsin winter came on, they left.62 Richarda, however, at least managed to

print his newspaper each week; Ellis and Suydam at Green Bay were able to publish’

v v

their Intelligencer only irregularly during itsfirst two ye.ara because they had ’

. . fm, -4 )
diffirulties securing help. It was not antil August 22, 1835, that they could

announce-with any confidence that they would thereafter be able to publish -
weekly becanse the_;{ had "at last procuréd the asa_:l.at;‘ance"of a good JournefMag.
printer.” -But their confidence waa misplaced. Their journeyman soon deserted
thém,an:! in tl_l_eir issue of October 9, 1835, they lamented: i‘Jt:)‘.n:'-:';leyn:tam
printers are not as yet, produgtions of this country.” In the 1346 census, the

Wiaconsin Democrat print shop. reported two on the ﬁayroll;-the tvo Milwaukee estab-

lishments,~the Advertiseyr and the Sentinel, between th, had seven; the Madison

newépape:a, the Wisconsin Express and the Wisconsin Enquirer, 1l sted eleven; and

K

the Miner's Free Press at Belmont boasted four.63 But based on the testimony

. of their employﬁgs_‘, those figureg undoubtet.lly changed radically within a very

short time.
In all, hardly a day went by when the printer-editors were not short oé

compositors, short of paper, out of sorts and out of cash,” Sam Ryan, editor of the

Appleton Crescent, reminded his felloy ed:l:tora in 1865. Nevertheless, they kept
at their craft —— the "art preservati?e," t&Y were fond of calliné it. Even when

they were "fagged out and driven- td the wall,” Ryan added, "it was a rare thing

-

for one of them to gi;e up in despair. 'Beaten at one point, they tried another. . . .

A9 ve have seen, when Daniel H. Richards tired of the Adveftlsar, it was

taken over by Josiah Noonan, who published it as the Courer unt{l 1843 . °

: ‘ N i
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{both Richards and Noonan were exceptions to Ryan's rule; Richkards did not
publish another newspaper after his experience with the Advertiser, and Noonan

left journalism when he sold the Courier). Noonan's ¥irst newspaper, the Wisconsin -
+

Enquirer, was published for a year by Charles C. Sholes, who had earlier

éstablished'newspapers at both Green Bay and Kenosha and later published at t
Milwaukee, Waukesha, and again, Keﬁoshu. Harrison Reed, after publigshing the

Milwaukee Sentinel and the Wiskonsan Enquirer, left newspapering in 1843, vowing

+

never again to heve anything to‘do with either politics or journalism, but in

1856 he established the Neenah Conservator, and two years later returned to

Madison where he became'associated‘with.DaQ;dIAtgood and Horace Rublee in

+

publication of the Wisconsin State Journal. deorge Hyer, who has been libéyally

L

-quoted above, either yorked for or published twelve newspapers in the southern
. . it

part’of Wisconsin during his'36~year—career, incluﬂing five during the territorial

-

6 .
period. - o > :

Such mer, an& otfers, had numeroﬁé faf}ures. But desbite'theig prqblems,'
they also bad successes. As.not;d above, the nationa} census of 1840 counted
only six newspapers in the_Territory, and all were weeklies. By 1850, tu; Years
after sthg;hood, therégwere 9ix dailies,_SS weekli;a, four bi-weekly or tri-
weekly newspepers, and one monthly publication. And their Eombined circulation

in that year was given as 2,600,000.66

—\&ﬁ?he story of the westward expansion of journalism, then, is indeed a grand
. , \
one, of Sentinels and}AdverFiBers.‘Frge Presses and Gazettes, Arguses and Aegises,
» “ . ’ ‘.‘
appearing in almoat every new community of the Territory. PBut it is all the more

a

grand whfn seen in the context of theEdifficulties that had-to be overcome in

] . S . -~

order to estsblish and maintain them; difficulties surmounted "by persistent

labor, economy, and that spirit of confidence, and the inventive genius that seeus

to cﬁaracterize the people of new counﬁries,' ag George Hyer recalled in 1870;

_If material was not to be had, something was substituted; if workmen
‘were wanting, less was attempted -- there was nothing urgent, no dailies

13
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. " s -

pressed the publishers, and the weeklies were more for foreign than
for home consumption, and a day, sooner or later, in the “issuve, was
a matter of little account; and so the first few years passed,
sending volumes wh:l.c% to-day are of interest, as they tell of labor
and progress. . . . 7 -

o

(S




FOOTNOTES

¢ lrr_amk Luther Mott, American Journalism (3rd ed.; New York:
Macmillan, 1962), p. 282.

v

. ’zw:lllim Roward Taft; "Local Newspapers and Local History," in
Ronald T. Farrsr and John D. Stevens (eda. ), Mags Media and the National
Eﬂer:lence (New York: Harper & Row, 1971) pp. 173-4,

3pantel Boorstin, The Americana: The National Experience, (New York:
Random House, 1965), p. 124. Boorstin briefly discusaea boosterism in the

Wisconain presa, pp. 128-9.

"V:I.llian H. Lyon, The Pioneer Editor in Missouri, 1808-1860 (Columbia:
Univeraity, of Miasouri Press, 1965), Géorge S. Hage, Newapapers-on the
Minnesota Frontier, 1849-1860 {(Minneapolis, Minnesota Hiatorical Society,
1967). See aiso William A. Katz,"The Western Printer and His Publications,
1850-90," Journalism Quarterly, 44:4 (Winter, 1967), 708-14.

3p.8. Depattmt of State, Compendium of the Enumeration of the Inhsbitants
and } Statiatica of the United States is Obtained at the Department of State,
From the Returns of the Sixth Census, by Counties and Principal Towma (Huh:lngton
Ihoma &llen’, 1841), p. 355. : . .

%8111 of-sale, Oct. 12, 1838, Noonan Papers, State Historical Society
of Wiaconain.

© B of sale, March 18, 1841, Noonan Papers, State Historical -Society
of 'J:I.sconain .

— zimes md

- (Had:l.son) Wiskonsan Enquirer, July 28, 1842, ' .
911 S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, History of Wages
in the United States from Colonial Timee to 1928 (Wuh:lngton: Goverument
Frinting Offics, 1929), p. 123, :

mw:llconain Bditorial Association, Proceedinga, Ninth Sesaion,"mad':lm: Atwood &,
Rublee, 1865), p. 73; Twelfth Sesaion (Madison: Atwood &.Culver, 1869), p. 107. '
(Thes Proceedinge will hereafter be referred to aa PWEA:) For a detailed

account of boosterism ih the Wisconsin press ace Jacquelina Ann Pix, "The
Establishwent of Wisconsin's Territorisl Newapapers, 1833-1848," unpubl:l.thed

- M. 8. thesis (Univ.u:lty of Hincomin-ﬂnd:llon, 1961) pp. 63~78.

nm. First, Second, “and Third Seuiona {(Madison: Carpentef' & Ryer,
1859), p. 21. .

12¢b44., Twelfth Sassion, p. 106. ' o

18 .




19

&

131b1d., First, Second, and Third Sessions p. 21. Cf., Thirty-Third
Seasion {Lake Geneva: James E. Reg, 1887), p.l17. '

14Ibid., Twelfth Session, p. 106; Thirteenth Session (Madison: Atwood
& Culver, 1870), p. 55. Milwaukee Advertiser, July 14, 1836.

15?“2&, Thirteenth Seselon, p. 56. Milwauvkee Sentinel, June 27, 1837.
- &

16The Bistory of Racine and Kenosha Counties (Cﬁicago: Western Historical
Co, 1879, p. ‘446. Racing Argus, March 10, 1838; June 14, 1838.

liggg;onain Enquirer, Nov. 2, 1839,

IBPHEA, Tweifth Seasion: p..IOI.Cf., Ninth Session, p. 73.

- - ———

191b4d., Twelfth Session, p. 107.

s ) 2°See especially, Milwaukie Sentinel quﬁj » June 15, 1841; Aug. 3, 1841;
. _ Oct. 23, 1841, Southport American, Oct. 14, 1841; Milwaukee.Sentinel, May
- 26, 1899, .

Ls

¢
21m, ¥irst, Second, and Third Sessions, p. 28.

22y41vaukee Journal, Aug. 27, 1841; Feb. 16, 1842.

23pyea, Seventh and Eighth Sessions’ (Madison: Atwood & Rublee, 1865), p. 30. «

fustuaukee Courter, oct. 20, 1841.

25pwEA, NMiath Sesaion, p. 73.

2 « " . .
6w’iaconsin Enquirer, June 17, 1840.

2-“'Sr.n.tthpoﬂ:‘A:::et:ic:an, Oct. 28, 1841.

28y4 lvaukee Couriér, June 26, 1844.

29(Gteen Bay) Wisconsin Democrat, April 16,. 1839,

3O(Platteville) Independent American and General Advertiser, Jan. 8, 1847.

3lyadison Express, June 18, 1846. -

\32H11waq!gp Courier, Dec. 29, 1841. Cf. Milwaukee Journal, Feb. 16, 1842.
™~ ’ i’

J33PHEA, irst, Second, and Third Sessions, pp..32, 69. Por discussion
of public printing activities see Karl Trever, "Wisconsin Newspapers as Publishers
of the Yederal Léwp, 1836-1874," Wisconsin Magazine of History, 31:309 (March,
1948), See also Alex Nagy, "Public Printing in Wisconsin Territory,” unpublished
M. A. thesis (Univaraity\of Wisconsin-Madison, 1970). . ) ' .

34Racine Argus,.April 14, 1838. PWEA, Fourteenth Session P. 67.

21
~ .




4

o

35PW'BA, Twelfth Session,p. 107. Rufus King to Thurlow Weed, Nov. 21,
1845, Thurlow Weed Collection, University of Rochester Library.

A

J%Qmmmm16m7mcn

3 K:l.ns to Willism Henry Seward, Nov. 18, 1860, W. H. Seward Collection,
University of Rochester Library.

. 38Milwsnkee Sentinel, Oct. 20, 1846,

39PWEA Twelfth Session, p. 54; Ninth Session, p. 2.
Ibid » First, Second, snd 'I’hird Sessions, p. 21; Ninth Session, p. 15.
ulbid , First, Second and Third Sessions, P 21245,
\ 42Ib1d Finth Session, p. 15.

431 W. Wagner, The Immigrant’s Guide and Citizen 8 Manual (New York;
. €. M. Sexton, 1848), p. 163. Samuel Freeman,.The Emigrants’ Hand Book and

Guide to Wisconsin' (Milwaukee: Milwaukee Sentinel and Gazette, 1851), pp. 89-90.

PWEA, Eleventh Session, (Madfson: {ktwood & Rublee, 1868), pp. 105-7.
441’“‘8&, Fourteenth Session (Madison: Atwood & Culver, 1871) ,bP. 68-9.
451b4d.

-

“Ractne Argus, Apr. 14, 1838; June 2, 1838

- 87y11yaukee Sentinel, June 1, 1838; April 27, 1847; May 1S, 1847; May 18,
1847; Milwaukee Courier, Sept. 8, 1841,

48(Madigon)’ Wisconsin Argus, May 22, 1849.
Wisconsin Argus. 8

SMilvaukee Sentinel, May 14, 1839.
50Green Bay Advocaté, Jan. 7, 1847. . , ‘

" SlMilvaukee Sentinel, March 8, 1848; March 15, 1848.

52pyrA, Pirst, Second, and Third Sessions, p. 82. Milwaukee City Directory”
_ for 1857 an snd 1858 (Hilvaukee. King, Jermain & Co ]'_1857’,' ), pp. 10, 67. -

53rwza Tenth Session, (Madison: Atwood & Rublee, 1866), P 64-5. Ninth
Session, p. 75. . "

-

13

s‘m,. Ninth Ssssiun, ‘p. 75; "rer}th Session, p. .64.

Shiilvaukee Sentinel, April 10, 1838; Oct. 6, 1845; Oct. 25, 1845; Aug. 10,
1847, Milwaukee Ccmrisr, Dec. 8, 1841* Dec¢. 29, 1841. Wiaconsin Enquirer,
April 28, 1861: (Green Bay) Wisconsin Democrat, Dec 30, 1837.

SGMA. Ninth Session, p. 73; F,leventh Session, p. 107.

? [

22 :

-




k)
N

S?Ibid., Fourteenth Session, p, 66; Ninth Session, p.72.

58Ibid., Eleventh Session, p. iO?f

&

59Ibid., Fourth, Fifth,and Sixth Sessions (Madison: Carpenter & Hyer,

¥

1863), pp. 111-12; First, Second, and Third Sessions, p. 61.
4 . " . .
601bid., Eleventh Sessiom, p. 107. - i .
’ Y .
61Ibid., First, Second, and.Third Sessions, p. 20,

21b14., ‘Fourteenth Sessfon,p. 66.

63Compendium of . . . the Sixth Census, p. 355.
64puEA, Ninth Session, pp. 72-3. . . &

_ . 65Careers of Wisconsin printer-editors can be traced through Donald E.
Oehlerts (comp.), Guide to Wisconsin Newspapers, 1333-195?.(3361399: . State
Historical Society of Wiscomsin, 1958) and Albert H. Allen, "Biagraphiical
Index" to Douglgs:C. McMurtrie, Early Printing in Wisconsin (Seattle: F,
MtCaffrey, 1931), pp. 103~41 and PWEA, paseim. »

' 5@3. D. B. DeBow, Superinténdent of the U. S. Census, Statigtical View
of the United States . ., . Being a Compendium of the Seventh Census (Naghin;ton:
Beverley Tucker, 1854), p. 1556, DeBow gautions the reader that the statistics
?fel§\short of, rather than exceeded, reality.” p. 1541... - LT

,67PHEA, Fourteenth Session, pp. 65-6.
(M B .t




