
 

 

January 1, 2024 

 

 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

 

 

The World Bank is an international organization organized and existing under Articles of Agreement 

signed on behalf of its member governments, including the United States. Article VII of its Articles of 

Agreement provides, in Section 9(a) thereof, as follows:  

 

“The Bank, its assets, property, income and its operations and transactions authorized by this 

Agreement, shall be immune from all taxation and from all customs duties.” 

 

Section 9 (a) of the Articles of Agreement has been incorporated into U.S. law by the Bretton Woods 

Agreement Act (22 U.S.C. 286 et seq). 

 

Accordingly, the Bank has undertaken to have its immunity from taxation formally confirmed with 

respect to certain taxes by the U.S. Government and several other jurisdictions. 

 

By ruling of November 25, 1960, the U.S. Internal Revenue Services has confirmed that: 

 

“Where the Bank purchases from the manufacturer thereof, an article otherwise subject to the 

manufacturers excise tax on sales by manufacturers or purchases from a retailer an article otherwise 

subject to retailers excise tax or sales by retailers, such transaction will not be taxed.” 

 

Thus, no manufacturers’ or retailers’ tax should be charged to or paid by the Bank on any sale or 

purchase transaction. 

 

Similarly, the District of Columbia, the State of Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania and the City of 

New York have all, in writing, confirmed the Bank's exemption from, respectively, (i) sales tax on sales or 

purchases made to or by the Bank and the use, storage, or consumption of any tangible personal property 

and services so sold or purchased in the District of Columbia; (ii) sales tax or purchases of taxable personal 

property and services purchased for Bank use in Maryland; (iii) sales and use tax in Virginia; (iv) sales and 

use tax on property or services purchased in Pennsylvania; and (v) sales tax on purchases of tangible 

personal property and taxable services in New York City. 

 

The above exemptions are cited under “Instructions to Vendor” on the original Purchase Order and 

in the World Bank standard Terms & Conditions available on the World Bank's website at 

http://www.worldbank.org/corporateprocurement as noted on the Purchase Order. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Kenny K. Cheung 

Chief, Corporate Procurement 

The World Bank Group 

http://www.worldbank.org/corporateprocurement
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