A CIVIL CASE IN JUSTICE COURT
(HOW A CIVIL CASE MOVES THROUGH THE COURT SYSTEM)

P files complaint (JCRCP 3,8,9,10,11, 17,18,19,20) and has summons
issued (JCRCP 4)

P = Plaintiff
D = Defendant
Parties = Plaintiff and Defendant

If no answer or
response filed

D’s default entered by

P has summons and complaint served on D within 120 days after filing
(JCRCP 4)

P files proof of service (JCRCP 4)

clerk (JCRCP 55)

Default judgment
entered against D
(JCRCP 55,58)

D files answer or other response within 20 days after service (45 days for
government agencies) (JCRCP 12)

Parties exchange documents and witness lists within 30 days after service of last answer filed
(JCRCP 16.1)

Parties file early case conference report within 10 days after initial exchange (JCRCP 16.1)

Party files motion to engage in discovery (if one party unrepresented) (JCRCP 25A)

Party files request for trial setting (trial date set no later than 12 months after request) (JCRCP
39A, 40; JCRLV 39A)

Parties may attend pretrial conference prior to trial (JCRCP 16; JCRLV 24) and may be required
to submit pretrial memorandum (JCRCP 39A; JCRLV 23)

Trial held (JCRCP 38 to 52)

Judgment entered (JCRCP 54,58); appeal period runs 20 days after service of written notice of
judgment (JCRCP 72B)
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