
Normalize each 
sample's total 

reads

Filter out low 
abundance 

OTUs

Eliminate OTU 
autocorrelations

Cluster OTUs

Correlate OTU 
clusters with 

metadata

Supplementary Figure 7: Flowchart of time-series analysis pipeline for detecting 

OTU / metadata correlations. We implemented normalization, low-abundance OTU 

filtering, and autocorrelation elimination steps to reduce the likelihood of inferring 

spurious correlations. We also used OTU filtering and clustering to reduce the number 

of hypothetical OTU/metadata interactions tested.
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