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0 Smithsonian Institution 
Office of General Counsel 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

September 23, 2013 

RE: Your Request for Smithsonian Records (request number 40651) 

. This responds to your request dated September 8, 2013, and received in this Office on 
September 9, 2013, for a copy of the agreement between the Smithsonian Institution National 
Zoological Park and the China Wildlife Conservation Association concerning the giant pandas. 
The Smithsonian responds to requests for records in accordance with Smithsonian Directive 807 
- Requests for Smithsonian Institution Information (SD 807) and applies a presumption of 
disclosure when processing such requests. The policy is posted on our website at 
www.si.edu/about/FO IA. 

Enclosed is the current agreement, which totals 12 pages. Please note that the document is 
appropriate for release without redaction and is provided in its entirety. 

This concludes the Smithsonian's response to your request. Thank you for your interest in the 
Smithsonian. 

Best Wishes, 

Je ·ca Sanet 
Assistant General Counsel 

Enclosure 

You have the right to appeal a partial or full denial of your request. Your appeal must be in 
writing, addressed to the Smithsonian Institution Office of General Counsel at the address below, 

and made within sixty days from the date of this response letter. Your letter must explain your 
reason(s) for the appeal. The Smithsonian Under Secretary for Finance and Administration will 
decide your appeal and will respond to you in writing, specifying the reason(s) for granting or 

denying the appeal. 

Office of General Counsel 
Smithsonian Institution 
Mail: P.O. Box 37012, MRC 012 ·Washington DC 20013-7012 
Street: 1000 Jefferson Drive SW• Washington DC 20560-0012 
Telephone: 202.633.5115 •Fax: 202.357.4310 
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Smi1hsonia11 

Ncrtiu1111/ Zoolvgic11/ Park 

Extension Agreement on Cooperative Research and 

Breeding of the Giant Panda 

Behveen 

The China Wildlife Conservation Association and 

The Srnithsonian Institution National Zoological Park 

20 , Jan. 2011 



Whereas, 

EXTENSION AGREEMENT ON COOPERATIVE RESEARCH 

AND BREEDING OF THE CilANT PANDA 

Chinn Wildlife Conservation Association (hereinafter .. the Chinese Pany") and the 

Smithsonian Institution 's National Zoological Park (hereinafter "the American Party") 

signed the Giant Panda Cooperative Research and Breeding Agreement (hereinafter ··the 

Original Agreement") on June 17, 2000, which was implemented since December 6, 2000, 

The cooperative progrnm has achieved excellent scientific research results and positive 

response from the public, and 

The Original Agreement expired on December 6, 2010, bill remains executed till 

finalization o f nn extension agreemerit; 

With a friendly negotiation, both the Chinese Party and the American Part)' agreed to continue 

the coopermive program, and have reached the terms and conditions as follows, dated on January 

20,20 11. 

Article I: Duration of Cooperation 

The Chinese Party agrees that the pair of giant pandas Tian Tian (male, studbook number -158) 

and :--.iei Xiang ( female, studbook number 473) shall to be continuously retained at the 

Srnithsoninn' s Nationnl Zoologicnl Park for nn extended period of five (5) years, i.e. from 

December 6, 201 0 to December 6, 2015. 

During the term of this Agreement, a two-year (2011 and 20 12) cooperative study in breeding 

!he pair of giant panda will be conducted between \Volong China Conservation and Research 

Center for the Ginni Panda and !he American Party. If the study concludes that either of the 

individuals unsuitable for breeding research, both Parties shall di scuss whether replaccmt nt oi 

the pandn(s) is necessary through friendly consultation . 
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Article Il: Owner~h ip 

Ownership of the pandas Tian Tian and Mei Xiang, and any offspring born during the term of 

this Agreement belong to the Chinese Party. Any offspring of Tian Tian and Mei Xiang shall 

return to Chinn younger than four (4) years old, or upon termination of this Agreement 

Art icle III: Conservation Suppor t 

During the tem1 oi this Agreement, the American Party shall transfer to the Chinese Pany a total 

of Five Hundred Thousand t;nitcd States Dollars (USSS00,000) per year for the conservation oi 

giant pandas in China. The agreed paymcm shall be made in June of each year to the bank 

account designated by the Chinese Party. 

Both parties agree that , of the agreement conservation fund (USS500,000) provided by the 

. .\mcrican Party, seventy percent (70%) sha!I be used for the conservation of the giant panda in 

China, cwemy percent (20%) to Wolong China Conservation and Research Center for the Gi:l.Ilt 

Panda for its scientific research work, and ten percent ( l 0%) to the Chinese Party as par. of its 

project management fees and expenses. 

The Chinese Pany shall distribu1e projccis based on relevant regulations in China and for the 

sake of giant panda conservation, :ind distribute no less than fifty one percent (51 %) oi the 

agreed fund (excluding the l 0% project management fees and expenses) towards in-situ 

conservation according to the ·1Types of Programs for In-Situ Conservation" as auachment in 

Appendix 2.1. The Chinese Pany shall provide the American Pany notification regarding the 

progress and ilS activities in January of e:ich year, using the .. Brief Table for Program 

Information"' as provided in Appendix 2.2. The Chinese Pany also agrees to provide project 

assessment r.:pon using the '1\otification Fonn for Results of Program Implementation" as 

provided in Appendix 2.3, either upon completion of a project or on an annual basis when a ond 

multi-year project is undenaken. 

Article JV: Coopcrn ti'"e Progrnni 
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An implementaiion agreement on "Cooperative Research Projects" shall be negotiated and 

signed by Wolong China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Pandn and the 

American Party with equal participation, which should be integrated into this Agreement. ,\ n) 

arrangement concerning research contents, methods and implementation arrangements shn ll be 

subjeci to approval by competent authorities in compliance with relevant regulations. Any resuh 

deri ved from the "Cooperative Research Projects" shall be shared by the Chinese Pany and the 

American Party, and no publication or utilization shall be allowed without prior consultation 

between and agreement by the two Parties. 

Without prior written approval from the Chinese Party, the American Party shall not conduct any 

activity beyond the term of tl1is Agreement related to the above mentioned giant pandas or their 

offspring, nor shal l the t\mericnn Party collect sumples such as genetic materials of the giant 

panda for scientific research or transfer any samples to a third party. The American Party may 

conduct routine health examination or other necessary activity for emergency anes1hesin without 

approval by the Chinese Party, however, it shnll keep record of such activity nnd preserve any 

samples collected during the process, and remrn such record and sample to the Chinese Pnrty 

upon expiration or termination of this Agreement. 

Article V: Gi:ini P:ind11 Trnnsportution Insurance 

The American Party agrees to purchase life insurance for the said ginn t panda(s) (including nny 

giant panda cub over 180-days old) in transportation back to China. The insurll!lce amount shall 

be one million US Dollars (USS 1,000,000) per panda, and t11c Chinese Party shall be the sole 

beneficiary of the said insurance. The .American Party shall sign the insurance agreement prior to 

the transportation of the giant p3nda(s) to China, and shall provide the Chinese Pnrty a copy of 

the insurance policy before shipment starts. 

Article VJ: Giant Pnndn Mortnlity nnd Compcnsntion Thereof 

The American Party sholl ensure the safety of the giant pandas during their stay in the US. In 

the event thnt nny panda (includ ing n newborn cub) dies in the US, the Americnn Party sh~ll 

immediately noti fy the Chinese Party via telephone and email. The Chinese Pnny shall respond 
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to the notification within twelve (12) hours nnd make a proposal for carcnss processing to the 

AmeriC3n Party, and proceed by sending specialists to the US as early as possible. It is 

understood thot nil biological materials from the deceased panda are property of the Chinese 

Party. Thus, such biological materials from the deceased pnnda shall be returned to the Chinese 

Party or delivered to a designated party under the Chinese Party's instruc1ion. Any result 

obtained from the necropsy shall belong to both Panics, and neither pony shall publish or 

announce the resuh w1ilaterally. The American Pany agrees to take the responsibility for proper 

preservation of the giant panda carcass, and to bear any expenses for preservation of the C3rcass 

and its transportation to China. 

\\'here it is concluded the demh of a giant panda is caused by misconduct by the American Pan~·. 

1he American Pnny agrees to comp..:nsate the Chinese Party Eight Hundred Thousand US Dollars 

(US$800,000) per panda of 18 months or older. 

lf any one oi the giant pandas (not including their offspring) dies during the tenn of this 

Agreement, both Parties shall friendly negotiate whether 10 replace the dead one with another 

panda nnd whether to maintain the existing giant pnnda. 

Article VJI: Duily Management nnd Snfcgunrd of the Giant Pnndu 

In the event that the American Pany plans 10 undertake risky procedures such as anesthesia (for 

physical examination, treatment, semen collection, artificial insemination, and pregnancy 

diagnosis). giving birth, and nursing, the American Party shall inform the Chinese Party sixty (60) 

days in ad\'ancc. Once agreed, the Chinese Party may send one 10 two ( J -2) specialis1s, upon 

invitation of the American Party, to the U.S. in order to jointly work out implementation plans 

and execute such procedure subject to the terms and conditions as provided in App~ndix I. lfnn 

urgent treatment for dis~ase or injury is necessary, the American Party shall immediately notify 

the Chinese Party by telephone and email. In the event thnt the Chinese Party's designated 

contact person fails to respond to the notification, the American Party mny take responsive: action 

toward the medical emcrgenc) ( including using nncsthesia as necessary). ln the event that a 

giant panda is seriously sick or severely injured, 1he American Party shall invite the Chinese 

speeialist(s) to participate in the trt:atment. 
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The American Party shnll infonn the Chinese Party in writing the general report on rearing, 

management rutd health of the ginnt panda on a monthly basis. Additiona lly, n wrinen summnry 

covering twelve (12) months shall be provided to the Chinese Party by the American Party at the 

end of each year. 

In addition to daily monitoring and monthly s1a1us report on the giam panda, the Americ:in Part) 

shall conduct a1 least one comprehensive physical examination on the giant panda per year, nnd 

provide the examination report to the Chinese Party. 

The American Party shnll hnve safety management, patrol and monitoring, and ernergenc) 

reaction plans in place. In addition, written record conceming safety of the giam panda shall be 

maintained by nnendant(s) of the American Party. 

Both Parties shall facili tate information exchange, strengthen cooperation and coordination in the 

premise oi providing healthy and safe living environment for the ginnt pandas. If disngreement 

ari ses between the two Parties, the Chinese Porty shall respect the American Pony's opinions in 

exchange ofinfonnation. However, any implementation which may cnuse d:mger to the life of 

the giant pnnda(s) shall not be mndc without agreement between the Chinese Party and the 

American Pnny. 

Article Vlll: Trnns portntion 

In the C\'ent of the completion or tcnninaiion of this Agreement, the American P:1r1y shall cease 

exhibiting the pandas. The American Party agrees to return nll giant pnndns snd relevant 

preserved gcneticideri\1ative materials to the Chines!! Party upon completion of this Agreement, 

or within ninety (90) dnys upon the termination of this Agreement subject io both parties having 

obtained all relevant permits. The J\merican Pnrty shall bear nil such transportation expenses. 

Ariicle IX: Obligations 

The American Part"'s Obligations nre 10: 
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• Take all reasonable and Iegitimme measures to obtain all consents, approvals and permits 

that ~re required for the transfer ofihe pandns or 1hat arc required for tlt c consummation 

oi the trans:ictions contemplated in this Agreement. 

• Be solely responsible for nil business related co>tS and expenses associated with the 

transportat ion 3nd the insurance for the pandas between China and the US as well as 

within the US. 

• Be solely responsible for the relevant expenses of the Chinese specialists im·ited by the 

American Pany to the US accord ing 10 Article I .3 and 1.4 of the Appendix of tl1is 

Agreemen!. 

• Use the giant pandas only for those purposes contemplated by the cooperative program 

stated in the Agreement and not primarily for commercial purpose as defined by the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and the US 

Endangered Species Act (ESA). Any use of the pandas for c loning will not be allowed 

during this term of Agreement. 

• Ensure the safety of the giant pandas in the USA. 

• Designate two "named conuict persons" for communication with the Chinese Party via 

telephone and/or email on a regular basis on issues related to management and safety of 

the animals and on emergency matters (the Chinese Party may contact the American 

Pany at any time). 

Chjnese Pany's Obligations 3re to: 

• Provide the American Party with all necessary background informmion on the giant 

plndas as may be requested by the American Pany. 

• Take all rl!a.Sonable and legitim:ite measures to obtain all consents, 3pprovals and permits 

that ure required for the transfer of the giant pandas or that are required for the 

consummation of the: transactions contemplated in th is Agreement. 

• Designete two "named contact persons" for communication wi th the American Party' ia 

telephone andfor email on a regular basis on issues related to management and safety oi 

the animals and on emergency matters (the American Party may contact the Chinese 

Party at nny 1ime). 

Article X: Terminarion of Agreement 
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If one party seriously violates the performance of this A greement, the other party shall have the 

right to terminate this A greement. 

T he Chinese Party hns the right to tcrminnte this A greement if the American Pnrty foils to pay 

relevant conservation funds during the agreed payment term. 

Each plrty shall serve n written, !hir:ty-day (JO-day) notice to the o ther party prior to any 

termination of this Agreement. Upon any termination of this Agreement, and unti l the return of 

the pandas and relevam derivative materials to China, !lie American Party agrees to continue 

making payment to the Chinese Party on 2 pro-rata basis (day-to-day basis). 

Upvn nny termination of this Agreement, the Chinese Pony shall, accordi ng to pro-ratn basis, 

refund to the American Party the excess conservation funds paid to the Chinese Pany prior to lhe 

return of the Giant Pandas to China. 

Article XI : Gcner nl Pro\'isions 

No amendment, waiver or consent with respect 10 any provision of this Agreement shall in any 

event be effective, unless the same shnll be in writ ing and signeci by both parties, and then such 

amendment, waiver o r consent shnll be effective only in the specific instance and for the speci fi c 

pu!Jlose for which given. 

Maners not covered by this Agreement shall be resolved by friendly consultation of both p:irties. 

Any dispute occurred during ti1c course of execution of this Agreemen t is to be resolved by 

friendly consultation of both parties. If friendly consultation is unable to settle the dispu te, then 

arbitration will proceed by an arbitrn!ion agency acccptnble by both panics. Both pnrties shall 

accept nnd execute the nrb ilration judgment. 

This Agreement, written in both Chinese and English languages, borh \'Crsions shall have the 

equal legal effect. If conilict e.xists in the two versions, the Chinese version overrides English 

version nnd shall be used ns the basis for clarification. 

This Agrecmem and th.: documents referred to in the Agreement contnin the en tire undcrsmnding 

among the parties with respect ;o the trnnsac1ions completed. The comentS ofiltis Agreement 

shall become effective after the granting ofnec~sory approvals by :he relevant authorities of;he 
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Chinese and US governments. Thi s Agreement supersedes nil o ther agreements, undersmndings 

and undertakings nmong the pnrtics on this subject mailer upon execution by the panics. 

Chinese Party Representative: 

Signature: {}~}\:t1 
zru;gJ1\JOlin 

Secretary General 

Date: 20, Jan. 20 11 

China Wildlife Conservation Association 

Address: 18 Hcpingli Enst St., 
Beijing, 1000 17 
China 

Phone: 86- I0-8423-9015 
Fa~: 86-10-6423-8030 

American Party Representative: 

' I I l / 
{ /( Signature: _/!i Iv I 1(! 

• 
Dennis \\I. Kell)' 

Director 

Date: 20, Jan. 2011 ~ 
Smithsonian National Zoologica l Pork 

Address: 3001 Connecticut Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20008 
USA 

Phone: 202-633-4442 
Fax: 202-673-4067 
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According lo lhc terms of lhc Agrccmenl for Coopcrnli\'c Research nnd Breeding for lhc Gi:int Pnnda signed 

between the Chinn Wildlife Conser\'nlion Association (the Chinese Purt)') and the Smithsonfon National 

Zoological Pn1k (the American Party), to 1cficct the desire to support the conscn•ation of the giant )Xlndn in 

Chinn; bolh pJrtics 1eachcd the following supplcmcnlal ngrecmcnt lhroui;h friendl)' consultation: 

I. Olhcr thnn the conservmion fund stipulated in the "Extension Agreement Rcg:irding the Coopcrnli"c 

Research nnd ()reeding of the Ginnt Panda" signed bclwecn 1he Chinese nnd Amcricun pa1tics; the American 

Part)' agrees to pro,·idc an nddi1ionnl donation ofUSSS0,000:innunlly10 the Chinese Pnrty (total USS250.000 

in five yc:us). TI1is nmount will be paid in June of ench year to U1e bank nccou111 designated by the Chinese 

Pnrty upon Uic extension ncrcemcnt b«omcs cfTccli\'c. 

2. The addi1ionnl donnlions pro\'ided by the American Part)' sh•ll be used directly by the Chinese Party for 

pando conscr\'alion purposes in Chin:i. 

3. During the implementation of risky procedures such tlS anesthesia (for physical csnrninntion, trcnuncnt, 

semen collcc1ion, nrtiflcinl ilL~eminotion, ru1d pregnnncy diognosis), birthing nnd nu~ing. clc., the American 

Pnrt)' shall irl\'ilc I ·2 Chinese specialists 10 the US. TI1c 1\mcrican Party shall be responsible for the Chinese 

specialists' in1ernn1ional Md nn1ionnl trnnsponn1ion, accommodation, and 3 per diem ofUSSIOO (including 

menls) per dny for each of the specialist during ll1dr stny in the US. The durntion ofstn)' of the Chinese 

spcciolists slull be discussed Md conflrrned between both p.lrties 005ed on the circumstnncc. 

4. Jn the event of nny p•ndo(s) is serious))• sick or severely injured. or found dead during lire term of this 

Agreement. the American Party shall invite 2-3 Chinese specialists to participate in 1hc 1rca1men1 or identify 

cause of death of the nninrnl in the US. TI1c 1\rncrican Pnrt)' shall be responsible for lire Chinese specialists' 

intemntionnl and rrn1ionnl tmnsportntion, nccommodniion, nnd n per diem of USS I 00 (including meals) per duy 

for cnch of tl1c $pccinlist during their stny in the US. The durn1ion of stay of Ilic Chinese spccinlisls sh nil be 

discussed nnd confirmed be1wecn both pnnies bJjed on the circurnstnncc. 

S. This supplemen1nl ngrcc111cn1 renchcd by both p:utics serve as :in nppcnd i~ 10 rhc ·•Extension 1\srccmcnt 

Regarding the Cooperative Research and ()reeding of the Gian! Pnnda," and possesses cqunl eff<CI. 

Cirino Wlhllifc Cunscn·utio11 Assoeia1ion 

<Iii -ji .J.-
Rcprc.>enlnlive: ~)' 1 l 

Zang Chunlin \ 

Scc1Cl3l)' General 

Oare: 20. Jan.2011 

S111ill1soninn National Zoolo~icol l'ork 

/ / / . ~ 
Rcprcscn1n1i"r{L.ltkYt/i 

Dennis Kelly 

Oircclor 

Dnlc: 20, Jan. 2011 
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A1H>Cndix 2 

Coric 

1.0.0 

1.2.0 

1.2.! 

1.2.2 

1.2.3 

1.2.4 

U.5 

1.3.0 

1.3.1 

1.3.2 

l.3.3 

1.3..! 

1.3.5 

1.3.6 

1.3.7 

1 .~.o 

IA.I 

IA.2 

l.~.3 

J.5.0 

2.J 1"")'pcs of Prot:rnms for Jn Situ Conscr\'lltion 

At·tivirv 'fypc 

lnfr:1structure for rons~r'\'ntion 

Co11 slruction of hnsic nrn1cc1ion s•ntin ns und nruure reser\'e :1tJ 111inistra1h:c oflices 

Construction nnd rcr.ovatlon of protection Slt\!ion ruuJ n111ure resc:vc a.dminis11ntivc office 

Associated nt.:ccssitic.s only for protcc1io11 Sl3tions ~d n3:ure reserve ndn1ini.stt:uive office (e.g. \\"ater 
rrnd power s upply) 

Coostrnc:ion of facilities nccessnry for field research 

Construction of facilities fa: p:.ibl:c educ3tion and outreach 

J1tnintenancc ofabo\'c mentioned items 

llil'lcl genr for the nature rc.'licrvc 

Bounda.·y signs nnd boundary bo:uds {iucluding for gate plaques, etc.) 

Pmnnncnt inforrnatio~nl ho.mis and tnble:s, etc. (for ou1rcac.1 purposes} 

Pntrol posts rutd obscrvntion s tntions 

Pnttol tolds, culvc"'5, b:idgcs, etc. within the reserve 

Field gear and equipment 

l\lc1co1ologicaJ monitoring toquipment 

~laintcmmce oinbovc mentioned items 

fumi~hing ancJ tquip111ent for use b\' rt.ic-crve 1unn:agement srnfr 

Offie<: furniture and equipment (computer hardware and software, pho:oeopic,s, printers, c1c.) for 

re.serve nnC filed officers, both inside and outside rcservt:s 

Vehicles (crus and moto:cycle.s) (used solely fo: law enforcement n11d rc:.sc1vc activities) 

Communication equip:ner.t >nd supplies fot 1cscr\'c and field office.$, bo:h inside and outside •cscr\'CS 

ll a~itnt rc<lorn tinn :ind rc(or111atio11 ( for field gear. equipment and moteciols re lated to hnbitnt 

rcstorntion, such ns shovels, ox is, seedling, etc.) 

1.6.0 f :ac:itir irs nece!\~Ur\' for pi:anc p:1nd:1 conservation nur~idc or n:aturt resen·e.~ 

2.0.0 Cou~cn•ntion rua 11:\gen1rnl 

2.1.0 f'icld s un·cys 

2.1.1 B<t$cline sorvcys 

2.1.2 Related research 

2. 1.3 National Sur veys 
!.2.0 l~rnining nnt.1 cl'c li:lngcs 

2.2.1 Stlff tr.lining 

2.2.2 Exchanges for nature r<"$crw staff 

2.3.0 Cn111piling ul:tu s nud rc11orts 

2.:U Master pl~nning (includiug for national, provinc!al :ir.d 1<.1el\e lc,·el) 
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2.3.2 Fe.lSibility research reports 

2.3.3 Development of monagcment plM.s 

2.~.0 Con~c:r ... ·n1ion tduc..'l tinn 

2.4. I Production of information material for public outreach 

2.4.2 Cons~rvation educl\tion nctivitics 

2.S.O Dnt:::. infortn:ition .~vstrn1s 

2.5. I Developing and applying GIS 

2.5.2 Other daUI collection nnd ruchiving 

2.5.3 J\foniloring and dnrn processing 

2.6.0 P:11rolHng nntl ntonitoring 

3.0.0 Sclcnrilic rcso.ir<h 

J.J.O Fi•ld re.se:irch 

3. I.I Hnbitnl and food 

3.1.2 Biological nnd eco!ogicnl smdics of gitult pandas 

3.1.3 Ruenrch on c.1p:ive giant pandas training and r<inuoductio' 

2.2 BrierTnblc for J•rogrnm lnformo tioa 

Projcc1 Title Project Type Site oflmplcmentntion To:nl Spending (USS) l 
Constr0ttion of 

1.2.0 I Nnturc Reserve ........ .,. I protection station - --

2.3 No1ilicn1ion Form for llcsullS of Program lmplc1m•n101ion 

Proj<ct .•. ;., """"'00 I Site of 
Total 

Project I Project # Project Title Spending Type (1·2 sentences) lmp!cmentotion (USS) A 
Building of 

l Coostrtiction Completed I e.g.: of protection 1.2.0 protection station - - Nature ...... ... Mont lo, WHOO! damogcd by the Res•rvc s::nion earthqu31:e 

I 
rca,. 

I 
I 
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