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quietbits/Shutterstock	Google	Chrome	and	Mozilla	Firefox	on	Android	allow	you	to	place	quick	access	links	to	the	websites	and	web	apps	that	you	access	most	frequently.	Here’s	how	to	create	a	shortcut	and	add	it	to	your	device.	Add	a	Website	to	Your	Home	Screen	Using	Chrome	Open	the	Chrome	app	on	your	handset	and	navigate	to	the	website
that	you	want	to	make	into	a	Home	Screen	shortcut.	Once	the	website	loads,	open	Chrome’s	Settings	menu	by	tapping	the	three	vertical	dots	found	in	the	top-right	corner.	Next,	select	the	“Add	To	Home	Screen”	option.	A	new	screen	that	will	allow	you	to	place	the	icon	automatically	or	choose	where	to	place	it.	On	this	“Add	To	Home	Screen”	screen,
you’ll	see	a	preview	of	the	shortcut’s	icon.	Tap	the	“Add	Automatically”	button	to	place	the	new	icon	on	your	Android	device’s	Home	Screen	wherever	space	is	available.	If	you	want	to	place	the	icon	somewhere	different	on	your	Home	Screen,	touch	and	hold	the	icon,	and	drag	it	to	your	desired	location.	Add	a	Website	to	Your	Home	Screen	Using
Firefox	Open	the	Mozilla	Firefox	app	and	navigate	to	the	website	that	you	want	to	turn	into	a	shortcut	on	your	Android	device’s	Home	Screen.	Touch	and	hold	the	website’s	URL	in	the	address	bar	until	a	pop-up	menu	appears.	Select	the	“Add	Page	Shortcut”	option.	A	new	window	will	open,	and	you’ll	see	a	preview	of	the	1×1	icon.	Press	the	“Add
Automatically”	button	to	add	the	icon	on	your	device’s	Home	Screen.	To	configure	the	exact	location	as	to	where	the	shortcut	is	placed	on	the	Home	Screen,	touch	and	hold	the	icon,	and	drag	it	to	your	desired	location.	If	you’re	just	getting	started	with	Android,	its	customizability	can	seem	a	bit	daunting.	We’ll	walk	you	through	customizing	your
Android	home-screen,	taking	advantage	of	widgets,	and	getting	third-party	launchers	with	more	features.	The	screenshots	for	this	article	were	taken	on	Android	4.2.	If	you’re	using	an	older	device,	the	exact	process	will	look	a	little	different,	but	you	should	be	able	to	follow	along	anyway.	Wallpapers	&	Live	Backgrounds	To	set	a	wallpaper	for	your
home	screen,	long-press	the	screen.	On	the	default	Android	interface,	you’ll	see	a	wallpaper-chooser	dialog.	If	you’re	using	a	different	interface,	such	as	the	customized	one	provided	by	your	device’s	manufacturer,	you	may	see	a	menu	with	other	choices,	including	shortcuts	and	widgets.	Tap	the	Wallpaper	option	in	the	menu.	Android	provides	you
with	three	options	for	wallpaper:	Gallery:	Choose	an	image	from	the	Gallery	app	on	your	Android.	This	includes	images	stored	locally	on	your	phone	or	tablet	and	images	stored	in	your	Picasa	Web	Albums	account	online.	Live	Wallpapers:	Live	wallpapers	are	animated	backgrounds	for	your	home	screen.	Android	includes	a	few	understated	live
backgrounds,	but	you	can	download	more	from	Google	Play.	Some	live	wallpapers	are	detailed.	high-resolution	3D	environments.	Wallpapers:	This	option	displays	the	preinstalled	wallpapers	available	on	your	device.	The	wallpaper	you	choose	will	be	used	on	all	your	home	screens.	If	you	want	separate	wallpapers	on	different	screens,	you	can	use	a
third-party	launcher	with	more	features	and	customizability.	Shortcuts	&	Folders	To	create	a	shortcut	to	an	app	on	your	home	screen,	long-press	the	app’s	icon	in	your	app	drawer	and	drop	it	anywhere	on	your	home	screen.	To	combine	multiple	app	icons	into	a	folder,	drag	and	drop	the	app	icons	onto	each	other.	(On	older	interfaces,	you’ll	have	to
create	a	separate	folder	first.)	You	can	then	tap	the	folder	to	access	its	included	apps	and	give	it	a	name.	To	remove	a	shortcut,	widget,	or	other	element	from	your	home	screen,	long-press	the	element	to	grab	it,	then	drag	and	drop	it	on	the	X	at	the	top	of	your	screen	(in	portrait	orientation)	or	the	left	side	of	your	screen	(in	landscape	orientation).
Widgets	You	can	also	add	widgets	to	your	home	screen.	Widgets	can	be	almost	anything.	For	example,	there	are	widgets	that	display	your	email,	calendar	events,	and	tasks	directly	on	your	home	screen,	allowing	you	to	interact	with	them.	There’s	a	widget	that	displays	a	large	clock	so	you	can	see	the	time,	and	there’s	an	included	widget	that	gives
you	quick	access	to	commonly	used	settings,	such	as	Wi-Fi	and	Bluetooth	toggles.	There	are	also	widgets	that	allow	you	to	pin	a	single	bookmark	or	contact	to	your	home	screen,	giving	you	quick	access	to	that	bookmark	or	contact	without	opening	the	associated	app.	Android	includes	a	lot	of	widgets,	and	if	you’ve	installed	some	apps,	you	probably
already	have	some	third-party	widgets	installed.	You	can	get	more	from	Google	Play.	To	add	a	widget,	open	your	Apps	drawer	and	tap	the	Widgets	tab.	Long-press	a	widget	and	drop	it	anywhere	on	one	of	your	home	screens.	(On	older	versions	of	Android	or	alternate	launchers,	you	may	not	see	a	widgets	tab.	To	add	a	widget,	long-press	the	home
screen	and	select	Widgets.	You’ll	see	a	list	of	available	widgets.)	On	Android	4.1	and	newer,	widgets	can	be	resized	–	long-press	a	widget	on	your	home	screen	and	drag	the	handles	to	resize	it.	Widgets	and	shortcuts	will	also	automatically	move	away	as	you	move	elements	around	the	screen,	making	it	easier	to	set	up	your	home	screen.	Android	4.2
also	supports	lock-screen	widgets,	which	you	can	add	from	the	lock	screen.	Alternate	Launchers	If	you	want	more	from	your	Android	phone	or	tablet’s	home	screen	–	more	options,	more	features,	more	themes,	or	more	home	screens	instead	of	the	default	five	–	you	can	install	a	third-party	launcher	from	Google	Play.	A	third-party	launcher	replaces
Android’s	default	home	screen	with	a	new	one.	For	example,	Nova	Launcher	attempts	to	emulate	the	default	experience	fairly	closely,	adding	additional	features	on	top.	it’s	also	a	good	way	to	get	a	more	stock	Android-like	launcher	on	a	device	with	a	custom,	manufacturer-created	launcher.	Other	launchers	like	GO	Launcher	EX	go	in	other	directions.
Holo	Launcher	brings	a	modern	Android	4.0-like	launcher	to	devices	running	dated	versions	of	Android	–	it’s	a	good	example	of	what	Android’s	customizability	allows.	Android’s	default	launcher	has	become	easier	and	more	user-friendly	to	customize	in	recent	versions	–	this	process	might	be	a	bit	clunkier	if	you	have	a	device	running	an	older	version
of	Android.	Widgets	have	also	been	put	front-and-center	in	the	app	drawer,	allowing	more	people	to	take	advantage	of	them.	As	a	longtime	Spotify	user,	I	grab	my	digital	pitchfork	and	join	the	masses	of	Android	users	who	are	pissed	off	about	the	latest	Spotify	update,	which	removes	the	Android	home	screen	widget	that	made	it	incredibly	useful	to
play	and	pause	songs	from	your	smartphone’s	screens.While	I	doubt	that	widget	is	coming	back	(no	matter	how	many	online	petitions	you	sign),	there	is	a	way	to	enjoy	some	final	moments	with	it.	I	wouldn’t	classify	this	hack	as	a	long-term	solution,	but	it’s	at	least	a	way	to	enjoy	the	widget	until	you	jump	ship	to	another	service.	First,	uninstall	the
Spotify	app	on	Android.	I	realize	that	sounds	like	exactly	what	you	don’t	want	to	do,	but	you’ll	see	what	I	mean	in	a	bit.Second,	you’ll	want	to	pull	up	the	Google	Play	app,	tap	the	hamburger	icon,	tap	Settings,	and	set	“Auto-update	apps”	to	“Don’t	auto-update	apps.”	Again,	this	Spotify	hack	is	not	a	long-term	solution,	since	auto-updating	your	apps	is
an	incredibly	convenient	(and	security-minded)	feature,	but	this	trick	will	help	you	say	your	proper	goodbyes	to	the	widget	you	will	so	dearly	miss.Third,	you’ll	want	to	take	the	unorthodox	step	of	loading	up	Chrome	and	downloading	an	older	version	of	the	Spotify	.APK	(like	8.15.16.178)	from	another	website.	I	really	don’t	recommend	doing	this
unless	you	know	and	trust	the	website	in	question,	since	you	never	know	whether	someone	has	modified	the	seemingly	official	app	you’re	going	to	download—a	fact	your	device	will	warn	you	about	repeatedly	when	you	download	the	.APK	and	try	to	sideload	(install)	it	onto	your	Android	via	the	Files	app.	If	you’re	really	pissed	off	about	that	widget,
these	are	the	sacrifices	you	will	have	to	make.Install	the	older	version	of	Spotify,	and	you’ll	be	able	to	plop	the	widget	back	onto	any	screen	you	want.	More	importantly,	you’ll	be	able	to	access	and	play	your	music	without	any	issue.	Don’t	update	the	app	manually,	of	course,	or	the	widget	will	go	away.I	cannot	guarantee	how	long	you’ll	be	able	to	use
an	older	version	of	Spotify	before	you’re	forced	to	update.	That,	and	having	an	updated	app	is	a	great	way	to	benefit	from	the	latest	upgrades	to	features	and	security,	so	you	probably	won’t	want	to	stick	with	this	trick	for	very	long.A	widget	is	a	widget,	though,	and	at	least	this	will	give	you	some	extra	time	with	a	favorite	feature	until	you’re	ready	to
say	goodbye	for	good.	Media	Platforms	Design	TeamScared	to	use	wallpaper	in	your	home?	These	Facebook	fans	aren't!	We	asked	readers	to	snap	a	photo	and	share	it	with	us.	Whether	it's	the	powder	room,	living	room,	or	bedroom,	these	spaces	all	have	definite	wow	factor.	Browse	all	the	wallpaper	pictures	on	our	Facebook	page.Plus,	get	more	ideas
for	wallpaper,	like	book	designs,	world	maps,	even	monkey	motifs.Watch	Next		Slide-to-unlock.	Pinch-to-zoom.	Double-tap-to-wake.	Gestures	that	work	well	are	invaluable	to	a	user's	experience,	and	Android	phone	manufacturers	are	bringing	these	gestures	to	the	home	screen	in	deceptively	simple	and	astonishingly	successful	ways.Case	in	point:	the
Samsung	Galaxy	S9	and	the	Google	Pixel	2	—	two	of	the	most	popular	flagships	on	the	Android	market	—	eschew	the	app	drawer	button	and	instead	use	a	gesture	to	open	the	drawer.	On	both	phones,	swiping	up	on	the	home	screen	will	take	you	into	the	app	drawer,	but	Samsung	goes	a	step	further:	by	default,	swiping	down	on	the	home	screen	will
open	the	app	drawer,	too.So	what	if	you	want	to	use	a	gesture	to	open	something	other	than	the	app	drawer?	No	problem.Gesture	controls	on	launchers	can	be	generally	broken	down	into	two	categories:	preset	and	customizable.	First-party	launchers	like	the	Pixel	Launcher,	as	well	as	system-wide	gestures	on	Samsung,	HTC,	and	other	devices,	are
preset	gestures	in	that	you	can	turn	them	off	and	on,	but	you	can't	change	them	from	their	default	action.	Some	third-party	launchers	like	Evie	Launcher	utilize	preset	gestures,	likely	in	the	interest	of	simplicity.The	second	category	of	gesture	controls	are	customizable	controls,	such	as	those	we	find	on	Action	Launcher,	Nova	Launcher,	and	ADW	2
Launcher	(opens	in	new	tab).	These	launchers	all	offer	a	series	of	gesture	controls	that	the	user	can	assign	a	desired	action	to,	from	direct	dialing	your	mother	to	opening	the	notification	shade	to	opening	Google	Maps	or	launching	a	Tasker	task.	Customizable	gesture	controls	let	the	user	create	the	UI	that	they	want	through	their	taps	and
swipes.While	most	launchers	put	things	in	different	places,	customizable	gesture	controls	on	launchers	are	generally	in	the	same	place	and	format.	Look	for	Gestures	or	Shortcuts	on	your	launcher's	settings	menu.	You'll	be	treated	to	a	list	of	gestures	you	can	assign	shortcuts	and	apps	to.	Tap	the	gesture	you	desire,	then	you'll	be	treated	to	a	list	of	all
the	things	you	can	assign	there.	While	the	possibilities	are	really	quite	endless,	here	are	some	popular	and	useful	ways	to	utilize	gesture	controls	on	your	home	screen:Swipe	up	to	open	app	drawerSwipe	down	to	open	notification	shadeDouble-tap	to	open	appDouble-tap	to	lock	phone	1Two-finger	swipe	down	for	Quick	SettingsTwo-finger	swipe	up	to
connect	to	home	Bluetooth	speaker	(Tasker	task)Two-finger	swipe	down	to	disconnect	to	home	Bluetooth	speaker	(Tasker	task)Tap	Home	button	(on	home	screen)	to	open	Google	appTwo-finger	swipe	up	to	turn	on	flashlight.Swipe	the	Phone	app	to	call	Mom1	A	lot	of	users	do	this	to	avoid	wearing	out	their	power	button,	and	for	phones	with	double-
tap	to	wake	since	they	start	getting	used	to	double-tapping	to	wake	and	sleep.That	last	one	is	a	swipe	action.	Nova	Launcher	allows	you	to	not	only	assign	actions	to	a	gesture	to	the	home	screen	but	to	individual	apps	on	your	home	screen,	called	swipe	actions	in	the	shortcut	editing	screen.	Swipe	actions	allows	us	to	do	things	like:Direct	dial	mom	by
swiping	the	Phone	appAdd	a	secret	app	to	a	folder	by	making	it	the	shortcut	gesture	—	I	use	this	to	avoid	blank	spaces	in	foldersBegin	Navigating	home	when	you	swipe	on	Google	MapsToggle	Bluetooth	when	you	swipe	on	Google	Play	MusicStart	playing	your	drive-time	playlist	when	you	swipe	on	Google	Play	MusicBeyond	Nova	Launcher,	there
aren't	a	lot	of	launchers	that	support	swipe	actions.	Also,	as	more	and	more	apps	continue	to	support	Android	7.1	App	Shortcuts,	users	are	being	offered	offer	multiple	options	as	opposed	to	the	singular	action	assigned	to	swipe	actions.	It'll	be	interesting	to	see	how	launcher	continue	to	handle	this	over	the	next	year	or	two.So	what	gestures	do	you
give	your	phone	on	a	regular	basis?	Have	you	hit	upon	the	perfect	shortcut	system	to	achieve	peak	efficiency	on	your	home	screen?	Share	them	with	us	in	the	comments	—	I'm	always	looking	for	new	shortcut	combos	to	try.Updated	March	2018:	This	post	has	been	updated	to	reflect	changes	in	flagships,	launchers,	and	some	gesture	magic.
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