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CLIMATE FACT CHECK: JANUAR 2024 EDITION
The End of the ‘End of Snow’?

R

Any way that you look at the “average global temperature” for January 2024, the notion of emissions-driven
warming fails.

Per the NASA satellite record, January's temperature confirms what we predicted last year: i.e., a 2023 El Nino
would cause a step increase in temperature as it has since the 1980s.
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Per the real-time surface station record GLOBAL TEMPERATURE
maintained by Temperature.global, there still o
has been no global warming since the last El
Nino in 2015-2016. & I |
, . };”"'1} E TP e v e
You may choose to believe either, both = sl | ‘ : I &
or neither. It really doesn't matter since =
there is no such thing as “average global 2
temperature” in the first place. It is a 3 _

around which the global warming

Average (Jan 2015-Jan 2024). -0.258°C

controversy swirls. On to the fact
checks for January 2024,

Source: Temperature.Global
Data: NOAA global METARs 2015-current
NDBC global buoy reports 2015-current
MADIS Mesonet Data, NOAA OMOs
https:/ftemperature.global


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9XykfLZmzYI
https://temperature.global/
https://junkscience.com/2023/07/milloy-in-wsj-hottest-days-ever-dont-believe-it/
https://junkscience.com/2023/07/milloy-in-wsj-hottest-days-ever-dont-believe-it/

EUROPE’'S “"RECORD HIGH
TEMPERATUR E"? UN agency confirms 119.8-degree

reading in Sicily two years ago as
Europe’s record high temperature

The Associated Press reported in “UN agency confirms
119.8-degree reading in Sicily two years ago as Europe’s
record high temperature”: “The World Meteorological
Organization says the Sicilian scorcher was picked up
on Aug. 11, 2021, at a time when temperatures were
soaring across much of Europe — renewing concerns
about climate change caused by human activity."’

AP Associated Press
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Fact Check. Assuming the temperature reading was
truly verified, the implication of it being caused by “global
warming” is problematic. On August 11, 2023, that same
location in Sicily recorded a temperature of only 85°F,
which is 34.8°F less than the temperature recorded for
2021. So despite there being two years more of emissions
and 2023 being labeled by climate alarmists as "“the
hottest year in 125,000 years,’ there was a drop of more
than 30°F. It's also doubtful that the Sicily claim can

with certainty be distinguished from the 118°+
temperatures that were recorded in Greece in 1977.
Different technologies, thermometer surroundings,
imprecision could easily explain the differences and
biases. Record temperatures, hot and cold, happen all the
time. They could be due to weather, measurement errors
and bias, or both. There's no case to be made that they
are caused by emissions.
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SCOTLAND'S POTHOLES
CAUSE BY CLIMATE LTkt
CHANGE?

The Times (UK) reported in “'Potholes deep as buckets’:
the grim state of Scotland’s roads": “Funding cuts and
climate change have made a perfect storm for the
country’s mean streets.’

THE:




Fact Check. The average annual temperature in Scotland has not changed much over the past couple
decades. So, “climate change” is an unlikely cause of potholes in Scotland. But what has changed is
funding for roads. “Scottish government spending on big road projects has shrunk from £502 million
in 2016 to just £12.5 million for the coming year,’ the Times reported. The pothole problem is more
likely related to the 97.5% cut in budget for road projects. Ironically, the part of “climate change” that
might make road conditions worse is the part played by electric vehicles. EVs are much heavier that
gas-powered cars and will inflict more wear-and-tear damage on roads.

EMPEROR PENGUINS AT
RISK OF EXTINCTION?

CNN reported in “Antarctica’s emperor penguins at risk
of extinction due to the climate crisis": "With global
warming melting the sea ice the penguins depend on
for their survival, the US Fish and Wildlife Service now
categorizes the species as threatened.’

@

Fact Check. Although this CNN report is from October
2022, a new development makes it relevant for January
2024, First and as we have previously reported, there has
been no warming in Antarctica for 70 years, none at the
West Antarctic ice sheet over the past 20 years and there
is no long-term trend in Antarctic sea ice. The new
development is that new and previously unknown
Emperor penguin colonies have been identified. Before
proclaiming warming is pushing a species toward
extinction, it seems like there should be warming and

a reasonably firm grip on the population in question.

Antarctica’s emperor penguins at risk of
extinction due to the climate crisis
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https://www.autoevolution.com/news/bevs-could-also-damage-roads-way-more-than-ice-cars-due-to-weight-217255.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/29/world/emperor-penguins-threatened-species-climate-scn/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/10/29/world/emperor-penguins-threatened-species-climate-scn/index.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41612-020-00143-w
https://junkscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Climate-Fact-Check_Nobember-2023-Edition.pdf
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/understanding-climate-antarctic-sea-ice-extent
https://apnews.com/article/emperor-penguins-antarctica-climate-change-0bbefb12f9fa3c979fe162b9551f5013

GLACIERS FADING AWAY?

The New York Times reported in “As Switzerland's
Glaciers Shrink, a Way of Life May Melt Away": "Rising
temperatures and retreating glaciers threaten Europe’s
water tower, forcing local farmers to adapt and presaging
larger troubles downstream.”

&he New Pork Eimes

Fact Check. The Alps were ice-free 6,000 years ago
when atmospheric greenhouse gas levels were at
pre-industrial levels. Plenty of alpine glaciers remain
today, though many are retreating. The New York Times
itself reported as far back as 1930 that Swiss glaciers
were in “full retreat.” More recently, there has been no
significant alpine warming since the 1970s.

Ve Aork Times

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1930

By EMIL LENGYEL

ORD comes from Switzer-
land that the Alpine gla-
ciers are in full retreat.
QOut of 102 glacliers ob-

served by Pyofessor P. L. Mercan-
ton of the University of Lausanne
and his associates more than two-
thirds have been found to be shrink-
ing. Does this mean the approach
of a warmer climate, such as swept
over our globe thousands of years
ago? Will palms, cypresses, mag-
nolias, myrtles and olive trees
thrive at the feet of the Adiron-
dacks, as they did in those distant
days?

GLOBAL WARMING FROZE
THE US?

The Associated Press reported in "US in deep freeze
while much of the world is extra toasty? Yet again, it's
climate change”: “The way the cold is invading is through
a weather phrase that is becoming increasingly familiar to
Americans: The polar vortex. It's a weather term that goes
back to 1853 but has only been frequently used in the
past decade or so."

AP Associated Press

[o,

US in deep freeze while much of the world is extra
toasty? Yet again, it’s climate change



https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/21/world/europe/switzerland-glaciers.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/21/world/europe/switzerland-glaciers.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://twitter.com/JunkScience/status/1649444768257126403
https://twitter.com/JunkScience/status/1420377858405552133
https://twitter.com/JunkScience/status/1420377858405552133
https://apnews.com/article/polar-vortex-cold-climate-change-hot-cc1b0d7a04e7ef6d59c4882a211046ce
https://apnews.com/article/polar-vortex-cold-climate-change-hot-cc1b0d7a04e7ef6d59c4882a211046ce
https://apnews.com/article/polar-vortex-cold-climate-change-hot-cc1b0d7a04e7ef6d59c4882a211046ce

Fact Check. The polar vortex is the current of air that
circulates around Arctic air. It is occasionally disrupted
for unknown and unpredictable reasons. During a winter

disruption, Arctic air will be blown into the United States.

As the Associated Press admits, the polar vortex-related
cold has always occurred. The question is: Does

“global warming” make polar vortex events more
common? As was pointed out in Nature magazine in
2014 when the term polar vortex became popularized:

If the Arctic-warming-polar-vortex-weakening claim
were true, the effects would be strongest in the summer,
not winter -- which is not what is observed.

Do that Arctic d b g these weather

o]

These ideas are hotly d. The exact atwork are not clear. Some researchers
say itis just as likely that warmer air currents from the south could be destabilizing the jet
stream. If Arctic warming were to blame, the effect should be the strongest in the northern
hemisphere's summer and fall, says Kevin Trenberth, a climate scientist at the National Center
for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colorado. Moreover, Trenberth says, it is unclear how

this seasonal warming effect would persist into the dead of winter.

Is this kind of unstable jet-stream activity on the rise?

Probably not, ingto hZ published in

by Elizabeth Barnes, an

atmospheric scientist at Colorado State University in Fort Collins. Barnes’ analysis of data from
1980 to 2011 found no evidence that this kind of weather system is increasing in frequency. She
also did not find any connection between a warming Arctic and ameandering of the jet stream.

GREENLAND LOSING MORE
ICE THAN THOUGHT?

The Washington Post re-reported in "Greenland is losing

more ice than we thought. Here's what it means for our
oceans”: “The Greenland ice sheet has lost 20 percent
more ice than scientists previously thought, posing
potential problems for ocean circulation patterns and
sea level rise!

The Washington Post

@he Washington Post

Greenland is losing more ice than we
thought. Here’s what it means for our
oceans.

By Kasha Patel and Chs Mooney

Fact Check. Despite Washington Post handwringing about sea level rise, the study authors reported
nothing but buzzkill: “The mass loss we report has had minimal direct impact on global sea level’

Read more...
Article

Ubiquitous accelerationin Greenland Ice
Sheet calving from1985t02022

https://doi.org/101038/541586-023-06863-2  Chad A. Greene'™, Alex 5. Gardner', Michael Wood® & Joshua K. Cuzzone®
Received: 3 August 2023
Accepted: 9 November 2023 Nearly every glacier in Greenland has thinned or retreated over the past few decades'™,

7 leading to glacier acceleration, increased rates of sea-level rise and climate impacts
around the globe* . To understand how calving-front retreat has affected the
ice-mass balance of Greenland, we combine 236,328 manually derived and Al-derived
observations of glacier posi from 1985102022 and g
a120-m-resolution mask defining the ice-sheet extent every month for nearly four
decades. Here we show that, since 1985, the Greenland Ice Sheet (GrlS) has lost
5,091+ 72km? of area, corresponding to 1,034 + 120 Gt of ice lost to retreat. Our
resultsindicate that, by neglecting calving-front retreat, current consensus estimates
ofice-sheet mass balance*” have underestimated recent mass loss from Greenland by
as much as 20%. The mass loss we report has had minimal direct impact on global sea
level butis sufficient to affect ocean circulation and the distribution of heat energy
around the globe' . On seasonal timescales, Greenland loses 193 £ 25 km® (63 + 6 Gt)
oficetoretreat eachyear froma il inMay toamini between
September and October. We find that multidecadal retreat is highly correlated with
the magnitude of seasonal advance and retreat of each glacier, meaning that terminus-
position variability on seasonal timescales can serve as anindicator of glacier sensitivity
tolonger-term climate change.

# Check for updates



https://www.nature.com/articles/nature.2014.14485http://
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/01/17/greenland-ice-sheet-sea-level-rise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/01/17/greenland-ice-sheet-sea-level-rise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/01/17/greenland-ice-sheet-sea-level-rise/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2023/greenland-ice-sheet-drilling-bedrock-sea-rise/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2023/04/10/sea-level-rise-southern-us/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://climateataglance.com/climate-at-a-glance-greenland-ice-melt/

THE END OF SNOW? L

GUEST ESSAY

The New York Times op-ed “The End of Snow’, the The End of Snow
author blamed the lack of snow in Omaha, Nebraska
during December on warmer temperatures. “I'm not
sure our grandkids will even know what snow is,’ the
author wrote.

&he New Pork Eimes
Bovonsamen o [ O
Fact Check. Less than a week later, the New York D et
¥ oxetv
H H "
TImeS reported n US Faces Week Of EXtreme Weather’ Omaha-area schools close, announce schedule changes for Friday
Including Blizzards and Flooding": "A series of powerfUI because of snow and cold | Click on the image to read the full story

major weather systems are moving across the United
States this week, bringing 'extremely dangerous' blizzard
conditions to the center of the country” - exactly where
Omabha is located. Sure enough, it snowed in Omaha,
closing schools.

Omaha-area schools close, announce schedule changes for Friday because of snow an

From ketv.com

9:45PM - Jan 18, 2024 - 35.2K Views

KING KONG KILLED BY S g e e

The real King Kong species was killed by
CLIMATE CHANGE? b b o
The Telegraph (UK) reported in “The real King Kong
species was killed by climate change, ancient pollen
reveals”: “King Kong may be able to fight off Godzilla,
climb the Empire State building and swat helicopters out
of the sky, but his real-life counterpart had more trouble
with climate change, a study has found. The largest
primate to ever live, Gigantopithecus blacki stood 10 feet
tall, weighed more than half a ton and lived in what is
now southern China. But an unpredictable climate wiped
out the species about 215,000 years ago.’

The Telegraph



https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/01/10/king-kong-was-killed-by-climate-change-scientists-find/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/01/10/king-kong-was-killed-by-climate-change-scientists-find/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/01/10/king-kong-was-killed-by-climate-change-scientists-find/
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/08/us/winter-storm-blizzard-weather-forecast.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/08/us/winter-storm-blizzard-weather-forecast.html?searchResultPosition=2

Fact Check. If 'King Kong' really did become extinct
215,000 years ago it clearly had nothing to do with
industrial era emissions. Whatever climate change may
have happened to affect the species, it may well have
occurred at a carbon dioxide level far below the
pre-industrial level. Such a low CO2 level could possibly

have led to plant failure and starvation of the ape species.
When ‘King Kong’ went extinct

BIRD POPULATIONS i populton e decining
DECLINING BECAUSE OF
CLIMATE?

The Washington Post reported in “Bird populations are
declining": “'Declines from [2012-2022] were associated
with climate change, particularly decreased precipitation, somearoinyour N
the researchers wrote, and warned that ‘declines could neighborhood.
accelerate with future climate change, as this region is
predicted to become drier and hotter by the end of the
century”

The Washington Post

Fact Check. First, the claim is based on a “the crowdsourced database of bird observations,” which
is not any sort of systematic data collection system that would lead to a credible population count.
Next, population declines were then attributed to “climate change,’ a term without meaning. Even
so, there's not really been any measurable global warming in the US since 2006, if not longer. Human
development/encroachment can reduce habitat and move bird populations around. And wildlife
populations move around on their own. The spotted owl hoax is an infamous example. While it's
plausible that some bird populations have declined, the most likely culprit would be habitat loss to
urbanization and agriculture. Those two factors are behind most of the known species’' declines and
extinctions in the past 200 years. There is no evidence that it has anything to do with emissions.



https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/bird-population-decline-united-states-maps/?itid=sr_5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/interactive/2024/bird-population-decline-united-states-maps/?itid=sr_5
https://cfact.org/2020/10/02/wildfires-and-the-spotted-owl-hoax/

SNOW DROUGHT IN THE P————— )

Resort. Where’s the Snow?

HIMALAYAS CAUSED BY
CLIMATE?

The New York Times reported in “It's January at a Big
Himalayan Resort. Where's the Snow?": “Indian
meteorologists said the unusual weather was linked
to global warming and to El Nifo, the sporadic climate
phenomenon that can create warm, dry conditions in
the Indian subcontinent and other parts of Asia.’

Snowless NW Himalayas: El Nino leads to dry winter, may

o have ripple effect
Is likely to further fuel the heat in 2024
Fact Check. The New York Times got its causation ‘

sentence wrong. We are currently experiencing an El
Nino, and El Ninos causes warming and otherwise
change the weather. Indian media more accurately
reported the phenomenon.

.

x

Bizarre Dry Winters So Far Over Hills Due To Prolonged Dry Spell & Nothing Major Expected From Upcoming Wester Disturbance On 9-10th
Jan

Press Trust of India | New Delhi

We'll close out this month on an interesting and O ot The Atlantic

non-doomer moment from the other side. A Slightly Hotter World Could Still
Be a Better One

I¢s tao late o stop global warming cntircly. That docsn't mean

Possibly to sell her new book “Not the End of the World,’ humaniy i doomed.
Oxford University climate alarmist Hannah Ritchie wrote i
in her Atlantic article "A Slightly Hotter World Still Could
be A Better One”: "Human progress can continue in a
slightly warmer world."

Ms. Ritchie has perhaps come to grips with the reality that
the Earth seems to have been warming since the coolest
of the Little Ice Age in the late 17th century, a period that
has seen humanity flourish from about 500 million to over
8 billion today. A new study published in January also
spotlighted the ongoing greening of the Earth largely due
to increasing carbon dioxide.



https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/16/world/asia/no-snow-gulmarg-india.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/01/16/world/asia/no-snow-gulmarg-india.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/snowless-nw-himalayas-el-nino-leads-to-dry-winter-may-have-ripple-effect-124010800637_1.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/01/slightly-hotter-world-could-still-be-better-one/677146/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/01/slightly-hotter-world-could-still-be-better-one/677146/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2351989423004262
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Carbon dioxide rise (dark green) accounts for more than 34 of
the increase in plant leaf area index across the world.”

Until next month... check these and other great fact checks from our sites.

ClimateRealism.com

= Wrong, New York Times and BBC, A New Study Doesn’t Prove Climate Change Is Causing the
Amazon's Drought

=« Wrong, Harvard, Alarmists’ Media Stories, Not Climate Change, Are to Blame for Mental Trauma

= King Tides Are Not Becoming the “New Normal” In San Fran, Mercury News

= False, Washington Post, Low Great Lakes Ice Levels Are Not Proof of Climate Change

= CNN Claims the “"Hottest Year on Record” Caused More Extreme Weather, Facts Say Otherwise

CO02 Coalition

= Have You Heard About Record-Low Temps Around The World? Of Course Not — It Doesn't Fit
The Narrative

= Today'’s ‘Climate Crisis' Is a Fairy Tale

« Shaking Off Old Climate Lies for the New Year

» Sorry Biden, CO2 Is Not Pollution. It's The Currency Of Life
» Net Zero: Three Graphs That Might Make You Skeptical

WattsUpWithThat.com

= Further Investigations on Errors in Weather Station Data Evaluations
= Urban Heat Island Studies - Do Pristine Weather Stations Even Exist?
= NOAA's Graph Provides Best Evidence That Solar Heating Is Warming the Oceans, Not CO2

= NOAA's Year 2023 "Selected Significant Climate Anomalies and Events” Diagram Misrepresents both
Anomalies and Events

= Models Wrong Again: "Hotter Weather Not Diminishing Runoff, River Discharge"!

Presented by the Competitive Enterprise Institute (CEl), the Heartland Institute, Energy & Environment Legal Institute, Committee for a Constructive Tomorrow (CFACT), the

International Climate Science Coalition (ICSC), and Truth in Energy and Climate.



https://climaterealism.com/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/wrong-new-york-times-and-bbc-a-new-study-doesnt-prove-climate-change-is-causing-the-amazons-drought/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/wrong-new-york-times-and-bbc-a-new-study-doesnt-prove-climate-change-is-causing-the-amazons-drought/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/wrong-harvard-alarmists-media-stories-not-climate-change-are-to-blame-for-mental-trauma/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/king-tides-are-not-becoming-the-new-normal-in-san-fran-mercury-news/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/false-washington-post-low-great-lakes-ice-levels-are-not-proof-of-climate-change/
https://climaterealism.com/2024/01/cnn-claims-the-hottest-year-on-record-caused-more-extreme-weather-facts-say-otherwise/
https://co2coalition.org/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/31/have-you-heard-about-record-low-temps-around-the-world-of-course-not-it-doesnt-fit-the-narrative/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/31/have-you-heard-about-record-low-temps-around-the-world-of-course-not-it-doesnt-fit-the-narrative/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/27/todays-climate-crisis-is-a-fairy-tale/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/21/shaking-off-old-climate-lies-for-the-new-year/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/16/sorry-biden-co2-is-not-pollution-its-the-currency-of-life/
https://co2coalition.org/2024/01/08/net-zero-three-graphs-that-might-make-you-skeptical/
https://co2coalition.org/2023/09/20/inundated-islands-the-science-says-no/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/02/01/further-investigations-on-errors-in-weather-station-data-evaluations/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/01/31/urban-heat-island-studies-do-pristine-weather-stations-even-exist/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/01/27/noaas-graph-provides-best-evidence-that-solar-heating-is-warming-the-oceans-not-co2/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/01/25/noaas-year-2023-selected-significant-climate-anomalies-and-events-diagram-misrepresents-both-anomalies-and-events/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/01/25/noaas-year-2023-selected-significant-climate-anomalies-and-events-diagram-misrepresents-both-anomalies-and-events/
https://wattsupwiththat.com/2024/01/23/models-wrong-again-hotter-weather-not-diminishing-runoff-river-discharge/

