
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

The White House National Mpox Response:
Situation Report and the Summer of Pride

Demetre C. Daskalakis, MD MPH
Deputy Coordinator, White House 
National Mpox Response

June 22, 2023
This briefing is open to the public, however the conversation should be considered off the record 
and any press inquiries for the White House should be directed to the White House Press Office.





Brief Situation Update



U.S. Situation Update – June 21, 2023
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Daily Mpox Cases and 7 Day Daily Average Reported in U.S.

Data as of June 21, 2023
*For recent mpox casenumbers see CDC Situation Summary: https://www.cdc.gov/mpox
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• Vaccinated people appear to have milder disease, none 
hospitalized.

• Hospitalization in 2 unvaccinated people with advanced HIV.
• 28% living with HIV.
• Viral sequences completed to with no changes predicted to cause 

increased pathogenicity or immune escape.
• No pattern of route of vaccination (ID or SQ) in fully vaccinated 

explains this cluster.
• 36% SQ X 2
• 32% SQ/ID
• 5% ID X 2
• One with ACAM

• Multiple hypotheses with no clear answer to why at this time.

40 
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Mpox Case Demographics



Wastewater– June 20, 2023



Preventing Mpox Using the Whole Toolkit
& The Risk of Future U.S. Mpox Outbreaks



MPOX PREVENTION

TOOLKIT

Vaccine: Prevents 
infection & complications 
of mpox

Testing:  Identifies
infections and allows for public 
health action and supportive 
treatment/investigational drug 
access. Think HIV/STI!

Education: Informing people of how 
mpox is transmitted so they can 
make informed decisions about their 
sex lives and harm reduction. 

The Sexual Health Toolkit

HIV and STI



Summary of VE Studies May 18, 2023

1 dose VE=75.2% (61.2-84.2%) 

1 dose VE= 35.8% (22.1-47.1%)

1 dose VE=68.1% (24.9-86.5%) 

1or2 dose VE=75.7% (48.5-88.5%)

2 dose=88.5% (44.1-97.6%) 

2 dose VE= 66.0% (47.4-78.1%)

2 dose  VE=86% (73.8-92.4%)

Mpox cases from surveillance compared to self 
identified controls at sexual health services 
through self report on survey.

No statistical difference in SQ, ID or Mixed

Immunocompromised with 2 dose VE not 
statistically different than non-IC.

EMR-based. Mpox cases compared to MSM with 
new HIV diagnosis or PrEP use.

2193 cases and 8319 controls.  Large sample.

Surveillance registry based.  Mpox cases 
compared to MSM with incident rectal GC/Ct or 
Primary Syphilis.

Study focused on people with biomarkers of 
recent behaviors that might increase mpox
exposure risk.

Overlapping Confidence Intervals
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Who Should Consider Vaccination?

DO YOU ANTICIPATE EXPRIENCING ANY OF THESE SCENARIOS IN THE FUTURE?

AND/OR

POST-EXPOSURE VACCINATION RECOMMENDED IF KNOWN OR SUSPECTED EXPSOURE (ASAP)PRE-EXPOSURE VACCINATION RECOMMENDED IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING SCENARIOS OCURRED IN PREVIOUS 6 MONTHS

SEX

MORE THAN ONE 
SEX PARTNER?

ONE OR MORE STI 
DIAGNOSES?





Mpox Vaccine Administration in the U.S. 

1,233,453
doses administered in the 57 U.S. jurisdictions

Data as of June 20, 2023



https://aidsvu.org/prep-use-race-ethnicity-launch-22/

Mpox Vax to Case compared to HIV PrEP to Need Ratio



Kota KK, Chesson H, Hong J, et al. Progress Toward Equitable Mpox Vaccination Coverage: A Shortfall Analysis — United States, May 2022–April 2023. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly
Rep 2023;72:627–632. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7223a3.



CDC Modeling Forecast: 
We Are Still at Risk of a Large and Costly Outbreak !

• The more immunity we have in 
the community, the lower the 
chance that we will have any 
outbreaks.
• Higher vaccination=Lower risk for 

an outbreak

• The size of future outbreaks 
could be equal to or larger than 
our current outbreak if 65-70%
of people who could benefit 
from vaccine remain 
unvaccinated.

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/response/2022/risk-assessment-of-resurgence.html
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Vaccine Coverage by Jurisdiction





Updated Mpox Risk Assessment-May 17,2023



Mpox Therapeutics



mpox?





The Mpox Syndemic

DD



Syndemics are epidemics that 
interact with each other 
and by that interaction

increase their adverse effects 
on the health of communities 

that face systematic, structural, 
and other inequities.



Mpox Joins the Syndemic

Negative Social 
Determinants of 

Health

Increased
Synergistic Impact

on Affected 
Communities

SYNDEMIC





People with mpox and 

HIV were more likely to 

report severe 

symptoms 

People with mpox and  

HIV were more likely to 

be hospitalized. 

(8% vs 3%).

People with a detectable VL 

experienced more severe symptoms 

and were more than 3X more likely 

to be hospitalized than all people 

with HIV and 9X more likely than 

people without HIV.

People with T cells <350 were 2X 

as likely to be hospitalized than all 

people with HIV and 5X more likely 

than people without HIV.

HIV Makes Mpox More Severe



▪ 57 people with severe disease reported to CDC for consultation

• 82% had HIV, others with non-HIV immunocompromising conditions

• 72 % with CD4 count less than 50

• Less than 9% on HIV medications

• 68% Black 

• 23% homeless

▪ 12 deaths reported among the 57

• 5 confirmed related to mpox

Characteristic (no. with 
information available) No. (%)

HIV CD4, cells/mm
3

(43)

<50 31 (72.1)

50–200 9 (20.9)

>200 3 (7.0)

HIV Treatment (47)

On ART at the time of mpox
diagnosis

4 (8.5)





Homelessness and Mpox- Los Angeles County, 2022





The Summer of Pride

NR



THE NATIONAL MPOX RESPONSE: 

EQUITY INTERVENTION 2.0 AND “THE SUMMER OF PRIDE”



Vaccine: Get two doses of 
vaccine to make sure you 
have the best protection 
against mpox and its 
complications!

Get Tested:  If you have a rash or 
symptoms whether or not you 
have had mpox before or have 
been vaccinated.

Knowledge: Know how mpox is 
transmitted and where mpox might 
be circulating so you can make 
informed decisions about your sex 
and social life. 

USE THE WHOLE MPOX TOOLKIT!



Stop Overdose: If you use 
drugs or are around people 
who might, learn how 
Naloxone can save lives.  
Often available from your 
local health department or 
pharmacy.

THERE IS MORE TO GETTING SUMMER READY

Know Before You Go: Make 
sure you know what if there 
are any preparations you 
need to make or special 
precautions you should take 
before you pack for your 
trip.  2-4 weeks in advance 
of your trip.

Sexual Health: Get up to 
date on your sexual health 
checklist including HIV 
testing, STI testing, HIV 
treatment, PrEP, vaccines, 
and other prevention.  Visit 
your provider or a sexual 
health clinic to learn more!

Get Up to Date With 
COVID vaccine: Make sure 
you are up to date with 
covid vaccines and testing.



Syndemic Messages for Summer 2023

https://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/summer/index.html#print



Additional Resources

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/collections/pages/pride-event-card.html

https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/staying-in-hiv-care/other-related-health-issues/monkeypox/

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/mpox/pdf/Mpox-Poster-for-Sex-Venues-8.5x11-508.pdf



Available Now: New MPOX Crowdsourced Questions
Coming Soon:  More- Post Chicago Cluster Questions



COMING SOON: New MPOX Content from CDC and KFF!



House & Ball

Community





▪ Lead with Joy, Love, and Respect for the Community.

 It’s your superpower!

▪ Vaccine is our best defense against mpox.

 Vaccinate people who could benefit from the shot.

 If they ask for it, they need it– minimize risk assessment.

 Make sure that people have had BOTH doses of the vaccine.

 Consider administering vaccine in your practice if you aren’t doing it.

 Partner with local events to “Get Ready for Summer” before, during and after events

▪ Take a syndemic and sexual health point of view. 

 When you think mpox, think HIV, STI, and harm reduction and visa versa

 Include mpox vaccine on your Sexual Health checklist! 

▪ Keep mpox on your list!

 if you see a rash that is suspicious, even in people with prior infection or vaccination, encourage providers 
to test for mpox.

▪ Knowledge is power

 Use a harm reduction approach by reminding people of how mpox is transmitted so that they can make 
informed decisions about their sex and social lives.

We Need Your Help to Implement the Whole Tool Kit!
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