
NIMHD Research Framework

NIMHD’s mission is to lead scientific 
research to improve minority health 
and reduce health disparities.

The NIMHD Research Framework reflects an evolving 

conceptualization of factors relevant to minority health and 

health disparities. The framework encourages NIMHD- 

and NIH-supported research that addresses the complex 

and multifaceted nature of minority health and health 

disparities. Research under this umbrella covers many 

different domains (biological, behavioral, physical/built 

environment, sociocultural environment, and healthcare) 

and levels of influence (individual, interpersonal, 

community, and societal) within those domains. This 

framework also facilitates assessment of progress, 

gaps, and opportunities in the NIMHD and NIH minority 

health and health disparities research portfolios. This list 

of factors is not intended to be exhaustive. Populations 

of interest and other features of this framework may be 

adjusted over time.
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