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“Moms Across America” Article

Impossible Foods Response

Here’s just one example of an untested, 
unregulated quack “supplement” 
containing coal extracts, among other 
ridiculous items that this site pushes -- in 
many cases to people desperate for a 
cure for serious illness and diseases. 



Impossible Foods Response

MAA is an anti-GMO, anti-vaccine, anti-science, 
fundamentalist group that cynically peddles a toxic brew of 
medical misinformation and completely unregulated, 
untested, potentially toxic quack “supplements” including 
$60 bottles of “hydrogen water,” coal extracts and other 
bogus products, ripping off customers using scare tactics 
and distorted “facts” about science and medicine.



Impossible Foods Response

Glyphosate is commonly detected at these low levels in 
both organic and non-organic foods. In fact, the minuscule 
levels of these chemicals that were detected in both the 
Beyond Burger and Impossible Burger were less than 
1/1000 the limit set by EPA for glyphosate residue in dried 
pea (8,000 ppb) and soybeans (20,000 ppb), respectively.  
They were even almost 100-fold lower than the glyphosate 
limits set by USDA for ORGANIC certification of pea protein 
(400 ppb) and soy protein (1,000 ppb) - ie, the glyphosate 
levels measured in both products would easily pass the 
glyphosate-residue requirements for organic certification of 
soybeans or peas, respectively. 

What does 11.3 ppb [=11.3 ug/kg] mean in terms of how 
much glyphosate plus AMPA would be present in one 
4-oz.(113g) serving of Impossible Burger? The answer is 
1.3 micrograms [11.3 ug/1000g x 113g]. 

This is almost 1000 times lower than the no significant risk 
level for glyphosate ingestion (1100 micrograms per day) 
set by California Prop 65. The safe daily limits for 
glyphosate exposure set by FAO/WHO and the EPA are 
much higher.



Impossible Foods Response

Safe levels for glyphosate ingestion have been set by many 
US and international regulatory agencies. California Prop 65 
sets a safe harbor level for posing no significant risk of 
cancer at 1100 ug per day (1000 x the amount in a 4 oz 
Impossible burger, based on MAA’s report). The EPA and 
FAO/WHO set limits of 1 mg per kg body weight per day. 
For a 60-kg (132 lb) person, this equates to 60,000 ug per 
day (60,000 times the amount in a 4 oz Impossible burger, 
based on MAA’s report).

Impossible Foods Response

This is not even close to correct. In fact, it’s wrong by a 
factor of almost a million-fold! The paper cited by 
Honeycutt demonstrates that the lowest glyphosate 
concentration that could inhibit any of the bacteria tested
was actually 0.075 mg/ml for Bifidobacterium adolescent 
(see Table 2). 0.075 mg/ml is 75,000 ppb, not 0.1 ppb. (It 
appears that MAA rounded up from .075 mg/ml to .1 mg/ml 
and then confused -- or intentionally misrepresented -- 
mg/ml for ppb when in fact 1 mg/ml = 1,000,000 ppb)



Impossible Foods Response

Not only has it been properly safety-tested, those tests have been 
exhaustively reviewed by independent food-safety experts and by 
the US FDA which had “no questions” about its safety.

Impossible Foods Response

There are not 46 “undisclosed and untested” soy leghemoglobin 
proteins. In the course of extensive safety testing that resulted in an 
FDA “no questions” letter, Impossible Foods reported 46 “unknown” 
proteins found in yeast. This number is a fraction of the hundreds of 
thousands of different proteins in “meat” from animal cadavers, 
cheese, yeast, our own bodies and in everything we eat every single 
day that are still “unknown.” Scientists use the labels "unknown" or 
"hypothetical" for proteins whose biological functions haven't yet 
been fully characterized.

In addition, this link refers to our acknowledgement of the simple 
scientific fact that any of the thousands of proteins we consume 
every day has the potential to be an allergen, not a specific concern 
about the allergic potential of soy leghemoglobin. Our soy 
leghemoglobin is made by fermentation of a yeast strain that 
contains the leghemoglobin gene from soybeans. 

Impossible Foods Response

More than 7,000 restaurants serve the Impossible Burger.

Impossible Foods Response

Completely disingenuous. Please read this blog about the 
significant nutritional benefits of soy. Please read this blog to learn 
why Impossible Foods uses GM soy.

https://impossiblefoods.com/if-pr/fda-no-questions-letter/
https://impossiblefoods.com/if-pr/fda-no-questions-letter/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20180723005786/en/Impossible-Foods-Receives-No-Questions-Letter-Food-Drug
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20180723005786/en/Impossible-Foods-Receives-No-Questions-Letter-Food-Drug
https://medium.com/impossible-foods/soy-facts-myths-and-why-its-in-our-new-recipe-12815b4997cf
https://medium.com/impossible-foods/how-our-commitment-to-consumers-and-our-planet-led-us-to-use-gm-soy-23f880c93408


Impossible Foods Response

The Impossible Burger 2.0 does not contain any wheat (it is 
gluten-free); the original Impossible Burger did contain wheat as its 
main source of protein. We had an independent, third-party, highly 
credible lab screen our wheat protein and Impossible Burgers made 
with wheat protein for more than 300 pesticides and never detected 
any glyphosate or AMPA. It is an important part of our health and 
safety program to routinely test all key ingredients and our products 
for environmental contaminants (such as pesticides, mycotoxins 
and heavy metals).

Impossible Foods Response

MAA is apparently confused about the distinction between heme, a 
small molecule found in the identical form in every cell in the human 
body and in all animals and plants, and the proteins that carry heme 
and keep it in an active form. The heme in our yeast is 
atom-for-atom identical to the heme molecule in meat. The heme 
protein we use (soy leghemoglobin) is an evolutionary relative of the 
heme protein in meat (bovine myoglobin). We describe these 
proteins as ‘substantially similar’ because they carry out the same 
cellular and biochemical functions and have nearly identical 
three-dimensional structures. Furthermore the heme protein is not 
the active ingredient -- the molecularly identical heme is -- the heme 
protein is simply a carrier that, whether it comes from a cow or a 
soybean, keeps the heme in an unreactive state until it is released 
by cooking.



Impossible Foods Response

Unfathomably illogical. How is it possible that consuming a 
plant-based Impossible Burger, instead of a burger made 
from the carcass of cows, “harms the health of animals”? 
Setting aside the inherent absurdity of this claim, the 
amount of glyphosate and other herbicides and pesticides 
applied to the crops fed to the cows to produce a typical 
American burger is more than five times higher than the 
amount applied to the soy used to produce the equivalent 
Impossible Burger.

Impossible Foods Response

“Proven to be carcinogenic” is a ridiculous claim, refuted by 
multiple government agencies, including EFSA, Germany, 
Canada, and the World Health Organization (WHO), who 
determined that glyphosate exposure in the human diet is 
unlikely a carcinogenic risk. No regulatory authority in the 
world considers glyphosate to be carcinogenic to humans 
at current exposure levels.

Impossible Foods Response

Huh? This is a complete non-sequitur.



Impossible Foods Response

MAA calls itself as a non-profit, but make no mistake: This 
outfit is a supplement-pushing e-commerce company that 
collects and sells consumer data. By MAA’s own 
admission, it gets a commission on sales of supplements 
from other affiliates -- and none of the bogus products it 
pushes have been evaluated or approved by the US Food 
and Drug Administration or any other governmental 
authority.

Impossible Foods Response

Impossible Foods calls upon all companies to do what's 
right for consumers and the environment. Nothing is more 
important for human health, global food security and the 
future of the world than replacing the use of animals in food 
production. In fact, most of the agricultural pesticides used 
in the US are applied to crops fed to livestock. So no single 
step would do more to reduce pesticide exposure then 
eliminating the use of livestock in food production. That's 
our mission.

https://www.momsacrossamerica.com/resellers
https://www.momsacrossamerica.com/resellers


Thank You.


