
Housing. 
(Last winter, The Star 

published a public service 
•series entitled "Green point: 
To Be or Xot To Be." This 
•eries explored the Garden 
Spot's need for rezonlng. 
Through the work of the 
Civic Council's "Madden com
mittee/* tha t reasoning la fast 
becoming reality. The next 
step for Greenpoint's rebirth 
is the building of privately-
financed housing. The im
portance of this housing to 
Greenpoint's future and how 

of Hope to the ems of 
It may possibly be obtained 
will be examined in a new 
Star series. The first article % 

in this series appears below.) 

Greenpoint today is a 
proud, old community in the 
throes of a contradictory 
situation. 

It's need for greater living 
space is desperate; yet its 
population is shrinking. 

The pride of its sons and 
daughters who have moved 
to neighboring communities 

is as great as ever—but few 
of them could move back if 
they wished. 

WHAT has happened ? 
Few new homes have been 

erected during the last 10 
years and during the same 
period, not a single multiple 
dwelling or apartment house 
h^s been built in the Garden 
Spot. 

Yet numerous city and 
state projects such as the 
Oakland street expressway 

now being built have resulted 
in many old homes, being 
torn down. 

AT THE same time, 
Greenpoint's youth has been 
growing up, marrying, rais
ing families — away from 
Greenpoint. 

In spite of this, the over
all picture is one of hope, \ 

A short walk through the 
Garden Spot would indicate 
that Greenpoint's housing 
problem is quite unlike that 

of some! nearpy* borough 
communities. 

Where * others 
crowding caused 

face over-
by a mass 

influx OB outsiders, Green
point rejJkins a stable com
munity v#th a neighborhood 
character all its own. 

* * * 
WHERE o t H E R com

munities I have faced the 
problem i f accepting public 
housing m an alternative to 
slum coafetions, Greenpoint 
is not in danger of becoming 
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one — nor accepting the 
other. 

A short walk from Man
hattan avenue into any side 
street of ft he main thorough
fare will illustrate this fact.. 

Along almost all these side 
street, the viewer will see 
well-kept homes which, even 
if they were not built yester
day, retain all the charm of 
former times. . 

* * • 

STOPPING to talk to the 
people who live in these 

homes, he will doseover a 
sense of belonging rare in 
city neighborhoods today. 

"I have four grown chil
dren, all of whom are mar
ried and have children of 
their own," a Garden Spot 
grandmother says. 

"They had to move away 
from Greenpoint. They didn't 
want to. They had to. They 
couldn't find anywhere to 
settle down here." 

Incidently, she adds, all 
four of her sons were em

ployed in Grenepoint when 
they moved away. 

"They had every reasoi 
stay here but they coul 
find a place to live," she 
concludes. 

• * • 

IT WOULD BE most un
like Greenpoint citizens, 
always devoted to their com
munity, to sit by doing noth
ing while waiting for outsid
ers to do something instead. 

Greenpointers have spent 
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CADEMIC PROGRAM URGED 
Ex-Cop Gets 
20-to-Life 
In Slaying 

A burly 26-year-old ex-po
liceman was given 20 years to 
life for the brutal slaying of a 
60-year-old grandmother in a 
Greenpoint parking lot last 
February. 

The.killer—Francis J.'Rogers 
of 78-15 62nd street, Glendale— 
displayed little emotion as 
Judge Samuel S. Leibowitz im
posed the sentence in Kings 
County Court last Friday. 

"This," said the judge in 
measured tones, "is a tragedy 

Khrushchev Replies 

To Anfuso s Letter 
Premier Nikita S. Khrushchev told a visiting U. S. 

congressman on the eve of his departure for the United 
States that Russia favors international cooperation in 
the peaceful uses oi outer space provided East and 
West have "equal looting." Khrushchev made the 
statement in a letter to Con
gressman Victor Anfuso of 
Greenpoint, invited to Moscow 
to discuss international co
operation in the exploration of 
space with Soviet officials and 
scientists. 

I t was in reply to a letter 
from Anfuso proposing creation 
of a space committee under 
U.N. auspices with "propor
tionate representation" from 
East and West. Anfuso urged 
Khrushchev to discuss such a 
committee in his talks with 
President Eisenhower but the 
premier made no mention of 
this in his answer. 

Khrushchev's letter, on^plain 
(white paper, was de l ivd td to 
Anfuso late $$ 
Congressman s 
newsman^ _I 

FRANCIS ROGERS 

for the family of the deceased 
and for the family of the de
fendant." His eyes rested mo
mentarily on Rogers' father and 
brother—both police officers— 
and on the former cop's mother, 
W1K> were present i n court. 

"It is also a tragedy," the 
Judge added, "for 24,000 police
men in this city," The crime, 
he indicated, committed by a 
trusted officer of the law, natu
rally reflected on the city's 
finest." 

* * * 
ROGERS pleaded guilty to 

.second* degree murder at his 
trial April 17. 

The slain ' woman was Mrs. 
Viola Mirman of 42 Newell 
street, Greenpoint. 

Thomas Murtha, 22, of 62-05 
80th road, Glendale, a truck 
driver who was arrested with 
Rogers as an accomplice in the 
killing, was acquitted by a jury 
in Kings County Court, May 13. 

The sentence imposed by 
Judge Leibowitz. was the mini
mum sentence for the offense. 
The jurist explained he was 
taking into consideration ' the 
fact; that ,Rogers ' turned state's 
evidence at' Murtha's trial. 

POLICE charged that Rogers 
and. Murtha forced the elderly 
woman into their car, beat her 
senseless with a blackjack, as
saulted her, and dumped her 
out of the car in'Greenpoint. 

IN IT, Khrushlhevl leclared: 
We have always stood and 

we now stand for international 
cooperation in the peaceful 
uses of cosmic space, but co
operation in which the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist 
Communist) states, conducting 
large-scale space explorations, 
would have an equal footing." 

The premier said the U. S. 
and Soviet delegations to the 
United Nations had no dis-
agreeements about the need for 
setting up an international 
Space committee and the func
tion it should exercise. 

He said the Soviet delegation 
had tried to secure conditions 
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Light Voting 
Noted in 'Point 

Voting in Greenpoint during 
Tuesday's primary was esti
mated as light, but it would be 
several days before the results 
are known, Election Board offi
cials said. 

Because there was nq contest 
in the 4th and. 14th Assembly 
Districts, comprising Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg, figures for 
these districts would not be 
tabulated until after figures for 
areas in which there was a con
test were in. 

Anthony Liotta Dies; 
Son of Civic Leader 

Italian 
Leaders 
To Meet 

All Greater New York Ital
ian-American civic, political and 
labor* leaders have been invited 
by the Italian ..Historical Society 
to attend a conference Sept. 26 
at the Statler Hotel, Manhat
tan. 

Subject of the conference will 
'be the efforts of the Italian-
American community to syn
chronize its efforts with city 
...and s t a t e Iaw! enforcement 
.agencies in order to crush juve-
fille delinquency. 

"No public Official or organi-
* ' ion leader can afford to be 
« ent," John LaCorte, society 
direct or, who made the arrange-

i -j-^ared. 

A requiem mass for Anthony 
Liotta, 23, son of Mr, and Mrs. 
Sylvester Liotta of 69 Meserole 
avenue, will be offered at 10 
A.M. Tuesday in St. Alphonsus' 
Roman Catholic Church, Green
point, 

Burial will be in St, John's 
Cemetery, Middle Village, un
der the direction of the Ever
green chapel at 131 Nassau ave
nue. 

A rosary service will take 
place in the chapel at 8 P.M. 
Monday. 

Mr. Liotta, a native of Green
point, died Thursday at George
town U n i v e r s i t y Hospital, 
Washington, D. C, following a 
long hospitalization for a liver 
ailment. 

A GRADUATE of John 
Ericsson Junior High School 
126, Brooklyn Technical High 
School and City College, he was 
employed as an electrical en
gineer in Clifton, N. J. 

His mother, Grace, is head 
of the Greenpoint Proper ty 
Owners Association and the Af
filiated Property Owners of 
Kings and Queens Counties. His 
father is a professor of chem
istry at City College. 

Besides his parents, Mr. Li
otta is survived by his wife, 
the former Millicent de Palma 
of Dumont, N, J., whom he mar
ried three years ago; two 
brothers, Michael and Alfred, 
and a sister, Anita. 
, < I' ! 

New Position 
Created in 
Scout Troops 
New positions for volunteer 

leaders with an interest in the 
outdoors have been especially 
created for the 1960 50th Jubi
lee Anniversary Year of the 
Boy Scouts of America i t was 
jointly announced by Brooklyn 
Council, Boy Scouts of. Amer
ica, by Walter Oberstibronk, 
scout commisisrioner and Wil
liam C. Crager, camping chair
man. ^ 

A new position in the Boy 
Scouts troop, the "unit out-
doorsmah" has been created to 
enable every hoy possible in 
Brooklyn Scout Troops to have 
the opportunity to participate 
in the three highlight program 
events, of the, Jubilee Year. 

The outdoorsman will work 
directly with the District and 
Neighborhood Commissioners,. 

Additional positions have been 
created on the borough-wide 
and District Camping Commit
tees. 

A MAJOR r e s ^ r i s B i i t y ;'of 
the new men wift be participa
tion of as many Brooklyn 
Scouts as possible in the huge 
50,000-boy National Jubilee 
Jamboree, to be held at Colo
rado Springs, Colorado July 
22-28, 1960. 

Another concern will be the 
qualification of the borough's 
Troops to be part of the Jubi
lee Camporee to be held si
multaneously with the National 
Jamboree on Randall's Island. 
Over 5,000 city Scouts and Ex
plorers are expected a t this 
largest encampment ever held 
within the City of New York. 

The third responsibility of 
the new men will be the 1960 
Jubilee Camping Season, es
pecially in regards to giving 
as many boys as possible the 
experiences of the unique an
niversary camping program at 
the Greater New York Coun
cil's famed Ten Mile River 
Camps at upstate Narrows-
burg. 

E a s t e r n (Greenpoint-Wil
liamsburg) District commis
sioner to assist the new unit 
outdoorsmen is Frank DiLalla. 
E a s t e r n District's camping 
chairman is Ralph Area. 
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SMASH- UP-AValter Jordan, 
a. .< Photo* by Dan Sforza) 

of 205 Seigel street, lies in his^mg^^d r*r 
at the fritersedti-4i» of MeSertle anc^Huittbtfldi streets. Foiice^siM luscat wa 
in collision wlith another vehicle driven by Rios Casper, 32, of 100 Hart street. 
Jordan i^as rjiished to St. Catherine's Hospital and was reported this week in 
good condition at Wyckoff Heights H ospital. Casper was unhurt. The acci

dent happened at 8:20 P. M. Sunday. 

To Utiliz 

Vacant Seats 
A new Civic Council drive got 

underway this week to open the 
Brooklyn High School of Auto-
mative Trades to Garden Spot 
academic students next Septem
ber. 

The new civic campaign was 
started Tuesday night at the 
council's first fall meeting after 
Mrs. Hilde Hassberg, co-chair
man of the schools committee, 
reported Automotive is now 
underutilized. 

She said that a study by the 
committee showed that there 
would "possibly be enough room 
to accommodate all of Green
point's academic students next 
September." 

Figures for last year at Auto
motive, she said, showed tha t 
there were 172 pupils below ca
pacity and that figures over the 
past few years indicate a slow 
shrinking of the school's attend
ance. 

Therefore, Mrs. Ha 
mm would 1» 

Churches Make Preparations 

Pulaski Duy to Be Gala Affair 
E\Iry organization of St. Stanislaus Kostka and Ss. Cyril and Methodius 

Roman Catholic Churches is making preparations for Oct. 4, Pulaski Day. 

Man Stabbed, 
Chases Thug 

•ltTTT T'F"TI"V' 

Dr. Joshua H. Friedman, 
Democratic Leader of the 
14th A.D. has announced tha t 
Chester Straub Sr. will be-
sworn In as secretary to 
Commissioner Max Perlman 
of the Department of Mar
kets some time next week. 
The job carries a salary of 
$8,200. 

Bleeding 
wounds in 
street groej 
assailant 
ing, but 
Meserole ; 

It was 
Sunday w 
51, opened 
183 Green 
long. 

Before hi 
be customi 
the unkno 

from two stab 
the crest, a Green 

gave chase to his 
|rly Sunday morn-
jie thirg got away, 
lenue police said, 
liet at 5:45 A. M. 
In Tadeusz Mazur, 
|is grocery store at 
street. But not for 

could 

Mazur rei 
from behinl 
his words 

Just thi 
man strucl 
known obj 
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Moslem Mosque Worshipers 
Harken to Days of Genghis Khan 

By PYRRHUS J. RUCHES Poland, Byelorussia and Lithua- lion today, he is of the younger 
Many people hurry past a 

plain frame building at 104 
Powers street, in the heart of scended from the mighty Tatar 

rr.' 

Williamsburg, without a fur
ther glance, not knowing about 
the old and unusual religious 
community that worships there. 

Known simply as the Moslem 
Mosque, the structure houses 
what may be the oldest Moham
medan community in the United 
States. 

But pne's amazement does, 
not stop there, for further in
vestigation will reveal even 
more interesting facts. 

* * * 

FOR INSTANCE, the foun
ders of this unique Williams
burg congregation were not 
men from Arabia, Turkey or 
Persia, but immigrants from 

nia. 
And they were, and are, de-

hordes of Genghis Khan 
To learn the story, The Star 

interviewed the leaders of the 
community, the Imams Alex 
Yasinsky and Abraham Rat-
kewitch, and the president of 
the mosque, Steve Shabanowitz, 

* * # 

OF THE" TWO religious lead
ers of the community, Imam 
Yasinsky. born in Kleck, near 
Minsk, the present capital of 
Byelorussia, represents t h e 
older generation. 

Imam Ratkewitch, although 
trained in his religious studies 
in pre-World War II Poland, 
was bora in Baypnme, N. J. 
Like many of the congrega-

generation. 
Together, they related the 

story of their people in the old 
world and the new. 

* * • • ! * * 

IN THE SPRING of 1241, 
led by their generals, the kins
men of Genghis Khan, the Mon
gols and Tatars, invaded Europe 
and forced their jway across 
Poland and Hungary. 

Overcoming opposition, they 
might have takep Europe, had 
net a summons^from the far-
off Gobi ordered them back. 
Ogodai, the heir of Genghis 
Khan, had died. 

That retreat was the real end 
of an empire that stretched 
from the borders af Poland to 
the China Sea, but" that em-
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ask a would-
what he wanted, 
man asked Mazur 

for moneyjpolice said. 
*1S THl f A joxe? Get out," 

ied, and walked 
the counter to put 
to ac ion, 

police said, the 
Mazu * with an un-
t ard, while the 

grocer was still iazed by the 
blow, stabbed hirr twice in the 
chest. I 

Groggy afiri unaware he had 
been stabbed, Mazur set out 
after the hindit, running after 
him to Oalland si reet. 

When Mfcur realized he had 
been wounled, ho retraced his 
steps to l e t aid, while the 
bandit got away, police said. 

MAZUR GOT AS far as the 
candy store at 17b Green street 
and w e n t ! inside where he 
waited whjle the candy store 
proprietor ,* Alex mder Butko, 
called poli<fe. 

Mazur was ta<en to Kings 
County Hoapital k h e r e he was 
reported later thijs week in fairj 
condition. 

Detect ivJ Jamos Motherwaj 
of the Meserole avenue squac 
is investigating. 

A jubilant, occasion for Polish 
Americans in the Garden Spot 
and elsewhere, Pulaski Day 
honors Count Kazimierz Pula
ski, a Polish nobleman who fell 
in the American War of Inde
pendence. 

Chairman of the interparish 
committee making the arrange
ments for the participation of 
the two g r o u p s is Edward 
Kurmel. 

* * * 

OTHER MEMBERS of the 
committee are Heddy Wisniew-
ski, vice-chairman; Kazimierz 
Dabrowski, secretary, and the 
Revs. Francis Hladki of St. 
S t a n i s i a u s and Mieczyslaw 
Mrozinski of Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius, moderators. 

Among the G r e e n p o i n t 
marchers in the Manhattan 
parade will be 500 children. 

St. Stanislaus Post, Ameri-
See PULASKI DAY—Page 3 

Power Failure 
Stalls BMT 
BMT trains Came to a stand

still and many electric buses 
stopped during the morning 
rush period Wednesday when 
power failed at Consolidated 
Edison's Kent avenue plant. 

The power blackout stopped 
subway trains on the Sea Beach 
and 14th street-Caharsie lines 
both in the borough and in 
lower Manhattan and Queens. 

A boiler a t the Williamsburg 
plant, which supplies BMT 
power in the borough and part 
of Queens, broke down at 7:20 
A. M. and a feeder cable 
burned out at 7:26, 

Power was fully restored by 
8:15 A. M. 

able to academic students. 
* * * 

THE IDEA to convert Auto
motive into a comprehensive 
high school was first suggested 
to the parents by Mrs. Graee 
Bartos, treasurer of the John 
Ericsson Junior High School 126 
Parents Association, 

It was first broached by Mrs. 
Hassberg at a special council 
meeting earlier this month. 

Precedence for such a move 
was given by Baisley Park par
ents who succeeded in having 
under-utilized Woodrow Wilson 
High School made into a com
prehensive institution. 

Mrs. Hassberg also asserted 
that, at present, many pupils 
were attending Automotive who 
had no interest in auto me
chanics but were "marking 
time" until they were old 
enough to work. 0 

She urged, therefore, that, the 
council insist on higher stand
ards in the admission of voca
tional pupils at Automotive 
while pressing for Board of 
Education adoption of the com
prehensive plan. 

* * * 

MRS. HASSBERG also said 
that the committee would con
tinue to press for replacement 
of antiquated, inadequate public 
school buildings by new build
ings in Greenpoint proper. 

Under no circumstances; she 
See ACADEMIC—Page 2 

• • * 

SELECTED 
George p . Bs dame Legion 

Post at 9 6 Graham avenue 
has announced tflat four mem
bers have been; selected to 
represent i i e urit at regular 
meetings ok the United Civic 
Association. Trey are com
mander d |no Gangone, An
thony Pasjpna, Anthony Gan-
gone and Pominick DeGrussio. 

€ 
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Civic - minded Greenpointers hear Mrs. Hilde Hassberg outline Greenpoinl 
school problems at the council meeting. Mrs. Hassberg is co-chairman of th< 

council's schools committee. 

Untitled Document

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/Desktop/hello.html2/18/2007 11:01:03 AM

Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 

www.fultonhistory.com


