
and usually a main shutoff valve
somewhere before the first appliance.

Some valves (both gas and water)
manufactured before 1980 contain a
lubricant to help the valve seal better
and operate more smoothly. In many
cases, this lubricant will have hard-
ened or reacted with the gas to make
the valve difficult to turn. Applying
gentle heat with a hair dryer and
working the valve open and shut in
stages will usually free it up again.
Sometimes you need to use a pliers to
free the stuck handle.

Important! Now that you know
where your gas valves are, also know
this: it’s not always safe for you to
turn these valves off in an emergency.
When gas reaches a certain concen-

spark. If you’re working near the
main or individual gas valve and
clearly know the source of the gas
leak and that gas hasn’t been leaking
for long, shut off the valve and get
out. But if you’re uncertain of the
source or how long the gas has
been leaking, clear yourself
and your family out and call
the gas company or fire
department from a neigh-
bor’s house (not your own—
remember, phones can gen-
erate sparks!). Always err on the
side of caution.

Also note: When you shut off
main or individual gas valves, you’ll
be extinguishing the pilot lights to
certain appliances. Many newer
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