




Ground Rules

Everyone in this room wants what is best for our 
kids.

Folks have different levels of familiarity and 
comfort level with these issues.

We assume everyone is trying their best.

It is better to make a mistake here than in the 
courtroom.





Definitions – an ever-evolving list...

• Sex: Physical/genetic characteristics used to assign persons at birth as male, female, or intersex.

• Gender identity: A person's internal sense of being male, female, nonbinary, etc.

• Gender expression: A person's way of expressing their gender identity, (masculinity, femininity, 
etc.) through clothing, personal appearance, speech, body shape, etc.

• Cis(gender): Adjective describing persons who identify as their sex assigned at birth.

• Transgender/Trans: Adjective describing persons who do not (exclusively) identify as their sex assigned at 
birth.

• Sexual Orientation: A person’s sexual, romantic, or emotional attraction to persons of the same and/or 
other gender (gay, lesbian, straight, bisexual, asexual).

• LGBTQ(IA): Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer or Questioning, (Intersex, Asexual...)

• Non-binary: Adjective describing a person who does not identify exclusively as a man or a woman.














