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€& HE Great American Novel”
has rather too close a kine
ship with the Sea Serpent to warrant
a new book’s being so termed. BuE
that Mr. Frank Norris’s just-published
*““McTeague ” is a Great American
Novel is a fact which we feel sure
must be realized by any reader with
the least feeling for strong, forceful,
and sustained writing.

It is largely about a herculean dentist
-who lives in an ““ accommodation street”
of San Francisco and upon whom the
veneer of civilization lies so thin that
a series of misfortunes cause him to
slough it off altogether. The develop-
ment of this man’s character is quite
absorbing in its masterliness. Unusual
and daring as is the conception of the
man McTeague, he is always convinc-
ing and always interesting.

Moreover, every figure in thé book
lives. The old dog-doctor, whose ro-
mance with Miss Baker, the little dress-
maker, is as delicate as Romance itself
in spite of its sordid surroundings; the
irresistibly humorous German- Ameri-
can Sieppes, whose thrift has such a
dreary development in their daughter;
quarrelsome Marcus Schouler;—all these
become real people before one’s eyes.

Like all our bocks, we’ll send it to
you, postpaid, ““on approval.” If you
want it after examination, send us
$1.50; if not, return it.
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