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« At the end of February 2021, a total of 2572 laboratory-confirmed cases
of Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS), including 886 associated

deaths (case-fatality rate: 34.4%) were reported globally; the majority = Tunisia - ® united b Emirstes - Bafrin ., = Survived
of these cases were reported from Saudi Arabia (2172 cases, including T e . = Died
808 related deaths with a case-fatality rate of 37.2%). g = vemen . .

o During the month of February 2021, one laboratory-confirmed case of
MERS was reported from United Arab Emirates. Four laboratory-con-
firmed cases of MERS were also reported from Saudi Arabia with two
associated deaths. The reported cases were not linked to any clusters.
All cases reported were males. No healthcare worker infections were
reported this month.

« The demographic and epidemiological characteristics of reported cases,
when compared during the same corresponding period of 2015 to 2020,
do not show any significant difference or change. Community versus hospital acquired MERS cases in Eastern Cases of MERS in healthcare workers reported

Mediterranean Region, January 2014 - February 2021 from Saudi Arabia, January 2013 - February 2021

o The age group 50-59 years continues to be at the highest risk for
acquiring infection of primary cases. The age group 30-39 years is most

at risk for secondary cases. The number of deaths is higher in the age 300 250
group 50-59 years for primary cases and 70-79 years for secondary cases.
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Age and fatality distribution of primary and secondary cases

of MERS reported from Saudi Arabia June 2012 - February 2021
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The aim of this situation update is to provide the epidemiological status of MERS in the Region in order to aid better planning,
coordination and response. The information in this document has been reported to WHO by Ministries of Health.
For further information, contact: Tel + 20-2-22765492, Fax + 20-2-2765456 E-mail: emrgohspoutbreak@who



