




























DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-third World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment by all 

peoples of the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is 

to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and a global health crisis, 

which also poses a major threat to the world economy, and that Taiwan’s experience and 

expertise in addressing the COVID-19 outbreak could be valuable to numerous countries,  

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan is not fully included in all related consultations, 

clinical networks, and lab networks of the Organization,  

 

Conscious that Taiwan, having transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider 

of international humanitarian assistance, participated in the WHA as an observer for eight 

consecutive years prior to 2017, making concrete contributions to the global health security 

system,  

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in relevant global efforts can the 

risk of pandemic outbreaks be reduced and the WHO’s lofty goal of “health for all” be 

feasible,  

 

Realizing that in the fight against COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, the Organization 

must remain informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and 

disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other 

diseases, 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 

  



 

Explanatory Memorandum                                                        March 18, 2020 

 

Proposal submitted by (Member State) 

 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

(Member State) considers that a discussion at the 73rd World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 

• The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3 of ensuring 

healthy lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030 and the 

implementation of the 2005 International Health Regulations. 

 

• Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue. Taiwan was invited to the WHA 

as an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was 

widely welcomed and recognized.  

 

• Taiwan has effectively contained the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 

(COVID-19), despite Taiwan’s proximity to China, by implementing the following 

critical measures: 

 

i. Centralized command structure: The Taiwan government promptly activated the 

Central Epidemic Command Center (CECC) on January 20, allowing for a 

streamlined decision-making process and a quick rollout of epidemic control 

measures. 

ii. Proactive preparation: Taiwan immediately launched emergency measures when 

cases began appearing in China, including border control, case identification, and 

containment. Taiwan also took early action in terms of resource allocation, including 

controlling face masks and other medical resources to ensure fair and sufficient 

distribution.  

iii. Transparent communication: The CECC gives daily press briefings to ensure that 

the general public has the most timely and comprehensive information.  

iv. Research and development: Within a very short period, Taiwan has succeeded in 

synthesizing remdesivir and is now developing COVID-19 rapid diagnostic tests. If 

successful, these tests will shorten COVID-19 testing from four hours to a mere 15 

minutes.  

 

• According to statistics released by the crowd-sourced global database Numbeo, 

Taiwan received the highest ranking for Health Care Index by Country for 2020, with 

a score of 86.71, while CEOWORLD magazine ranked Taiwan highest in its Health 

Care Index for 2019. By sharing its world-class experience in health care reform, 

Taiwan can assist WHO in achieving its 2030 goal of universal health coverage. 

 

 



• Taiwan has transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider of 

international humanitarian assistance and continues to actively assist other nations in 

developing public health capacities. Moreover, Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO would 

greatly enhance the global fight against and prevention of epidemics, thereby both 

guaranteeing the right to health of Taiwan’s 23 million people and also benefiting the 

world. 

 

• The disease prevention efforts led by WHO require the cooperation and participation 

of all stakeholders and partners in the international community. The devastating 

COVID-19 pandemic further highlights the urgency and importance of inclusiveness 

and of leaving no one out of the global health network. We urge WHO to invite 

Taiwan to participate in the 73rd WHA as an observer and grant Taiwan full access 

to all WHO meetings, mechanisms, and activities.  
 





















 
 
PROYECTO DE RESOLUCIÓN 

 

La septuagésima tercera Asamblea Mundial de la Salud, 

 

Reafirmando que el objetivo fundamental de la Organización es "el logro por parte de todos 

los pueblos del más alto nivel posible de salud" y que el Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible 3 

es "garantizar vidas saludables y promover el bienestar para todos en todas las edades" 

 

Reconociendo que la pandemia de COVID-19 es una tragedia humana y una crisis de salud 

mundial, que también representa una gran amenaza para la economía mundial, y que la 

experiencia y los conocimientos de Taiwán para abordar el brote de COVID-19 podrían ser 

valiosos para numerosos países,  

 

Expresando grave preocupación de que Taiwán no esté totalmente incluido en todas las 

consultas relacionadas, redes clínicas y redes de laboratorios de la Organización,  

 

Consciente que Taiwán, habiéndose transformado de un receptor de ayuda extranjera a un 

proveedor de asistencia humanitaria internacional, participó en la WHA como observador 

durante ocho años consecutivos antes de 2017, haciendo contribuciones concretas al sistema 

mundial de seguridad sanitaria,  

 

Reconociendo que solo cuando Taiwán se incluya adecuadamente en los esfuerzos mundiales 

relevantes puede reducirse el riesgo de brotes de pandemia y ser factible el elevado objetivo 

de la OMS de "salud para todos",  

 

Dándose cuenta que en la lucha contra COVID-19 y otras enfermedades emergentes, la 

Organización debe mantenerse informada sobre las condiciones de salud en todo el mundo y 

poder obtener y difundir los datos relevantes necesarios para prevenir, controlar y responder a 

epidemias y otras enfermedades, 

 

Por la presente invita a Taiwán a participar en la Asamblea Mundial de la Salud como 

observador. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Invitar a Taiwán a participar en la Asamblea Mundial de la Salud como observador 

 

(Estado miembro) considera que una discusión en la 73a Asamblea Mundial de la Salud sobre 

la participación de Taiwán es necesaria y oportuna por las siguientes razones:  

 

Relevancia  

l La propuesta está directamente relacionada con el Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible 3 de 

garantizar vidas saludables y promover el bienestar para todos en todas las edades para 

2030 y la implementación del Reglamento Sanitario Internacional de 2005. 

l La participación de Taiwán en la WHA es un problema de salud. Taiwán fue invitado a la 

WHA como observador durante ocho años consecutivos de 2009 a 2016. Su participación 

fue ampliamente bienvenida y reconocida. 

l Taiwán ha contenido eficazmente la propagación de la enfermedad por coronavirus 2019 

(COVID-19), a pesar de la proximidad de Taiwán a China, mediante la implementación 

de las siguientes medidas críticas: 

i. Estructura de comando centralizada: El gobierno de Taiwán activó rápidamente el 

Centro Central de Comando Epidémico (CECC) el 20 de enero, lo que permitió un 

proceso de toma de decisiones racionalizado y una rápida implementación de medidas 

de control de epidemias. 

ii. Preparación proactiva: Taiwán lanzó inmediatamente medidas de emergencia 

cuando comenzaron a aparecer casos en China, incluido el control fronterizo, la 

identificación de casos y la contención. Taiwán también tomó medidas tempranas en 

términos de asignación de recursos, incluido el control de máscaras faciales y otros 

recursos médicos para garantizar una distribución justa y suficiente. 

iii. Comunicación transparente: El CECC ofrece informes de prensa diarios para 

garantizar que el público en general tenga la información más oportuna y completa.  

iv. Investigación y desarrollo: En un período muy corto, Taiwán ha logrado sintetizar 

remdesivir y ahora está desarrollando pruebas de diagnóstico rápido COVID-19. Si 

tienen éxito, estas pruebas acortarán las pruebas COVID-19 de cuatro horas a solo 15 

minutos. 

l De acuerdo con las estadísticas publicadas por la base de datos global Numbeo, Taiwán 

recibió la clasificación más alta para el índice de atención médica por país para 2020, 

con un puntaje de 86.71, mientras que la revista CEOWORLD clasificó a Taiwán como 



 
 

la más alta en su índice de atención médica para 2019. Al compartir Con una experiencia 

de primer nivel en la reforma de salud, Taiwán puede ayudar a la OMS a alcanzar su 

objetivo 2030 de cobertura universal de salud. 

l Taiwán se ha transformado de un receptor de ayuda extranjera a un proveedor de 

asistencia humanitaria internacional y continúa ayudando activamente a otras naciones 

en el desarrollo de capacidades de salud pública. Además, la inclusión de Taiwán en la 

OMS mejoraría en gran medida la lucha mundial contra las epidemias y la prevención de 

ellas, garantizando así el derecho a la salud de los 23 millones de habitantes de Taiwán y 

también beneficiando al mundo. 

l Los esfuerzos de prevención de enfermedades dirigidos por la OMS requieren la 

cooperación y participación de todos los interesados y socios de la comunidad 

internacional. La devastadora pandemia de COVID-19 destaca aún más la urgencia e 

importancia de la inclusión y de no dejar a nadie fuera de la red mundial de salud. 

Instamos a la OMS a invitar a Taiwán a participar en la 73a WHA como observador y 

otorgarle a Taiwán acceso completo a todas las reuniones, mecanismos y actividades de 

la OMS. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-third World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment by all 

peoples of the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to 

“ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and a global health crisis, 

which also poses a major threat to the world economy, and that Taiwan’s experience and 

expertise in addressing the COVID-19 outbreak could be valuable to numerous countries,  

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan is not fully included in all related consultations, 

clinical networks, and lab networks of the Organization,  

 

Conscious that Taiwan, having transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider 

of international humanitarian assistance, participated in the WHA as an observer for eight 

consecutive years prior to 2017, making concrete contributions to the global health security 

system,  

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in relevant global efforts can the 

risk of pandemic outbreaks be reduced and the WHO’s lofty goal of “health for all” be 

feasible,  

 

Realizing that in the fight against COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, the Organization 

must remain informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and 

disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other 

diseases, 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 

 



 

 

Explanatory Memorandum                                                        5 May, 2020 

 

Proposal submitted by the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

The Republic of the Marshall Islands considers that a discussion at the 73rd World Health 

Assembly on Taiwan’s participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3 of ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030 and the implementation of the 

2005 International Health Regulations. 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue. Taiwan was invited to the WHA as 

an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely 

welcomed and recognized.  

 Taiwan has effectively contained the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-

19), by implementing the following critical measures: 

i. Centralized command structure: The Taiwan government promptly activated the 

Central Epidemic Command Center (CECC) on January 20, allowing for a streamlined 

decision-making process and a quick rollout of epidemic control measures. 

ii. Proactive preparation: Taiwan immediately launched emergency measures when 

cases began appearing in China, including border control, case identification, and 

containment. Taiwan also took early action in terms of resource allocation, including 

controlling face masks and other medical resources to ensure fair and sufficient 

distribution.  

iii. Transparent communication: The CECC gives daily press briefings to ensure that 

the general public has the most timely and comprehensive information.  

iv. Research and development: Within a very short period, Taiwan has succeeded in 

synthesizing remdesivir and is now developing COVID-19 rapid diagnostic tests. If 

successful, these tests will shorten COVID-19 testing from four hours to a mere 15 

minutes.  

 According to statistics released by the crowd-sourced global database Numbeo, Taiwan 

received the highest ranking for Health Care Index by Country for 2020, with a score of 



 

 

86.71, while CEOWORLD magazine ranked Taiwan highest in its Health Care Index for 

2019. By sharing its world-class experience in health care reform, Taiwan can assist 

WHO in achieving its 2030 goal of universal health coverage. 

 Taiwan has transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider of 

international humanitarian assistance and continues to actively assist other nations in 

developing public health capacities. Moreover, Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO would 

greatly enhance the global fight against and prevention of epidemics, thereby both 

guaranteeing the right to health of Taiwan’s 23 million people and also benefiting the 

world. 

 The disease prevention efforts led by WHO require the cooperation and participation of 

all stakeholders and partners in the international community. The devastating COVID-19 

pandemic further highlights the urgency and importance of inclusiveness and of leaving 

no one out of the global health network. We urge WHO to invite Taiwan to participate in 

the 73rd WHA as an observer and grant Taiwan full access to all WHO meetings, 

mechanisms, and activities.  
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Republic of Palau 

Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 6027 Koror, Republic of Palau 96940 

Phone:  (680) 488-2552/3  Fax:  (680) 488-1211 

E-mail:  administration@palauhealth.org  Website:  www.palauhealth.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 
April 29, 2020 
MOHodw  :  110-20 
 
 
 
H.E. Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
Director-General 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
Geneva, Switzerland  
 
Re : Proposal for Supplementary Agenda Item for WHA73  
 
Your Excellency: 
 
On behalf of my Government, and pursuant to Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the World 

Health Assembly, I hereby request the inclusion of the supplementary item entitled “Inviting 

Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer” in the provisional agenda 

for the 73rd session of the WHA.  

As COVID-19 spreads rampantly across the globe, it is more imperative than ever to include all 

relevant parties and stakeholders in combating this pandemic. The continued exclusion of Taiwan 

from WHO has seriously compromised the Organization’s overall disease prevention efforts, 

undermined the interests of its members, and endangered global health. Taiwan’s medical services 

and universal health care system are among the best, making Taiwan an ideal model for many WHO 

member states. Taiwan’s exceptional response to and containment of COVID-19 has also been 

lauded by the international community. By including a willing and capable partner such as Taiwan, 

WHO and the entire world would benefit greatly.  

 

Prior to 2017, Taiwan was invited to participate in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive 

years. Taiwan’s professionalism and expertise were widely recognized and acclaimed by WHO and 

its members. Taiwan has proven to the world that it is a valuable and indispensable partner in the 

efforts to ensure that all peoples enjoy the highest attainable standard of health. At this critical 
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juncture, it is vital for WHO to once again invite Taiwan to attend the WHA and include Taiwan 

in all WHO meetings, mechanisms, and activities.  

 

My Government hopes that the WHA will accept the inclusion of this item. To this end, a draft 

resolution and an explanatory memorandum are attached for further discussion. Moreover, in order 

that the General Committee may properly fulfill its mandate and report to the WHA for its final 

decision, my Government formally requests that the present letter and its enclosure be circulated as 

an official document of the WHA. In this respect, my Government recalls Rule 18 of the WHA 

Rules of Procedure, which stipulates “the duty of the Secretariat” regarding the circulation of 

documents. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest esteem and consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Emais Roberts, MD, FACS. 

Minister of Health 

 

 

Enclosure: 1/ 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-third World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment by all peoples of 

the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to “ensure healthy 

lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and a global health crisis, which 

also poses a major threat to the world economy, and that Taiwan’s experience and expertise in 

addressing the COVID-19 outbreak could be valuable to numerous countries,  

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan is not fully included in all related consultations, clinical 

networks, and lab networks of the Organization,  

 

Conscious that Taiwan, having transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider of 

international humanitarian assistance, participated in the WHA as an observer for eight consecutive 

years prior to 2017, making concrete contributions to the global health security system,  

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in relevant global efforts can the risk of 

pandemic outbreaks be reduced and the WHO’s lofty goal of “health for all” be feasible,  

 

Realizing that in the fight against COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, the Organization must 

remain informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and disseminate 

relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other diseases, 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 
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Explanatory Memorandum                                                        March 18, 2020 

 

Proposal submitted by the Republic of Palau 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

The Republic of Palau considers that a discussion at the 73rd World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3 of ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030 and the implementation of the 2005 

International Health Regulations. 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue. Taiwan was invited to the WHA as an 

observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely 

welcomed and recognized.  

 Taiwan has effectively contained the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), 

despite Taiwan’s proximity to China, by implementing the following critical measures: 

i. Centralized command structure: The Taiwan government promptly activated the Central 

Epidemic Command Center (CECC) on January 20, allowing for a streamlined decision-

making process and a quick rollout of epidemic control measures. 

ii. Proactive preparation: Taiwan immediately launched emergency measures when cases 

began appearing in China, including border control, case identification, and containment. 

Taiwan also took early action in terms of resource allocation, including controlling face 

masks and other medical resources to ensure fair and sufficient distribution.  

iii. Transparent communication: The CECC gives daily press briefings to ensure that the general 

public has the most timely and comprehensive information.  

iv. Research and development: Within a very short period, Taiwan has succeeded in 

synthesizing remdesivir and is now developing COVID-19 rapid diagnostic tests. If 

successful, these tests will shorten COVID-19 testing from four hours to a mere 15 minutes.  
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 According to statistics released by the crowd-sourced global database Numbeo, Taiwan 

received the highest ranking for Health Care Index by Country for 2020, with a score of 86.71, 

while CEOWORLD magazine ranked Taiwan highest in its Health Care Index for 2019. By 

sharing its world-class experience in health care reform, Taiwan can assist WHO in achieving 

its 2030 goal of universal health coverage. 

 Taiwan has transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider of international 

humanitarian assistance and continues to actively assist other nations in developing public 

health capacities. Moreover, Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO would greatly enhance the global 

fight against and prevention of epidemics, thereby both guaranteeing the right to health of 

Taiwan’s 23 million people and also benefiting the world. 

 The disease prevention efforts led by WHO require the cooperation and participation of all 

stakeholders and partners in the international community. The devastating COVID-19 

pandemic further highlights the urgency and importance of inclusiveness and of leaving no 

one out of the global health network. We urge WHO to invite Taiwan to participate in the 

73rd WHA as an observer and grant Taiwan full access to all WHO meetings, mechanisms, 

and activities.  

 



























 

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION 

 

The Seventy-third World Health Assembly, 

 

Reaffirming that the fundamental objective of the Organization is “the attainment by all 

peoples of the highest possible level of health,” and that Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to 

“ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages,” 

 

Acknowledging that the COVID-19 pandemic is a human tragedy and a global health crisis, 

which also poses a major threat to the world economy, and that Taiwan’s experience and 

expertise in addressing the COVID-19 outbreak could be valuable to numerous countries,  

 

Expressing grave concern that Taiwan is not fully included in all related consultations, 

clinical networks, and lab networks of the Organization,  

 

Conscious that Taiwan, having transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider 

of international humanitarian assistance, participated in the WHA as an observer for eight 

consecutive years prior to 2017, making concrete contributions to the global health security 

system,  

 

Recognizing that only when Taiwan is properly included in relevant global efforts can the 

risk of pandemic outbreaks be reduced and the WHO’s lofty goal of “health for all” be 

feasible,  

 

Realizing that in the fight against COVID-19 and other emerging diseases, the Organization 

must remain informed of health conditions across the entire world, and be able to obtain and 

disseminate relevant data needed to prevent, monitor, and respond to epidemics and other 

diseases, 

 

Hereby invites Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer. 



 

 

Explanatory Memorandum                                                        March 18, 2020 

 

Proposal submitted by Saint Lucia 

 

Inviting Taiwan to participate in the World Health Assembly as an observer 

 

Saint Lucia considers that a discussion at the 73rd World Health Assembly on Taiwan’s 

participation is necessary and timely for the following reasons:  

 

Relevance  

 The proposal is directly linked to Sustainable Development Goal 3 of ensuring healthy 

lives and promoting well-being for all at all ages by 2030 and the implementation of the 

2005 International Health Regulations. 

 Taiwan’s participation in the WHA is a health issue. Taiwan was invited to the WHA as 

an observer for eight consecutive years from 2009 to 2016. Its participation was widely 

welcomed and recognized.  

 Taiwan has effectively contained the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-

19), despite Taiwan’s proximity to China, by implementing the following critical 

measures: 

i. Centralized command structure: The Taiwan government promptly activated the 

Central Epidemic Command Center (CECC) on January 20, allowing for a streamlined 

decision-making process and a quick rollout of epidemic control measures. 

ii. Proactive preparation: Taiwan immediately launched emergency measures when 

cases began appearing in China, including border control, case identification, and 

containment. Taiwan also took early action in terms of resource allocation, including 

controlling face masks and other medical resources to ensure fair and sufficient 

distribution.  

iii. Transparent communication: The CECC gives daily press briefings to ensure that 

the general public has the most timely and comprehensive information.  

iv. Research and development: Within a very short period, Taiwan has succeeded in 

synthesizing remdesivir and is now developing COVID-19 rapid diagnostic tests. If 

successful, these tests will shorten COVID-19 testing from four hours to a mere 15 

minutes.  



 

 

 According to statistics released by the crowd-sourced global database Numbeo, Taiwan 

received the highest ranking for Health Care Index by Country for 2020, with a score of 

86.71, while CEOWORLD magazine ranked Taiwan highest in its Health Care Index for 

2019. By sharing its world-class experience in health care reform, Taiwan can assist 

WHO in achieving its 2030 goal of universal health coverage. 

 Taiwan has transformed itself from a recipient of foreign aid to a provider of 

international humanitarian assistance and continues to actively assist other nations in 

developing public health capacities. Moreover, Taiwan’s inclusion in WHO would 

greatly enhance the global fight against and prevention of epidemics, thereby both 

guaranteeing the right to health of Taiwan’s 23 million people and also benefiting the 

world. 

 The disease prevention efforts led by WHO require the cooperation and participation of 

all stakeholders and partners in the international community. The devastating COVID-19 

pandemic further highlights the urgency and importance of inclusiveness and of leaving 

no one out of the global health network. We urge WHO to invite Taiwan to participate in 

the 73rd WHA as an observer and grant Taiwan full access to all WHO meetings, 

mechanisms, and activities.  
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