
MindGames

18.04.24

 Sudoku Mild No 14,844 Fiendish No 14,845 Super fiendish No 14,846 Word watch
David Parfitt

Xyst
a A covered garden walk
b A resonant wooden bar
c A mythical river of the 
underworld

Pilcrow
a A paragraph mark
b A herring-like fish
c The jackdaw

Kennetic
a Having motion
b Pertaining to the 
Thames or its tributaries
c Of the acquisition of 
knowledge

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2653 by Felix

Across
7 Sounds and smells 

overwhelming one (6)
8 Women having ideals 

shattered (6)
9 Valuable park in very holy 

surroundings (8)
10 Head of science to take up 

chair (4)
11 Skilful band or society 

regularly appearing (6)
13 Information concerning class 

(5)
14 Reading or writing, perhaps, in 

each period (3)
15 Hence cover for firm (5)
17 Hustle harassed detective (6)
19 Wretched person without 

room (4)
20 Land found by swan swimming 

with boat (8)
22 After long time, clubs in New 

York providing service (6)
23 Extremely grasping relations 

in truth (6)

Down
1 Swine, one who’s uninteresting 

to listen to (4)
2 Old picture used in autopsy 

chosen (6)
3 Various roads set to be 

overhauled (8)
4 An advantage, being endlessly 

luxurious (4)
5 Strange youth? Very likely (4-

2)
6 Last month, F Prefect’s friend 

becoming corrupt! (8)
12 Remove dogsled I damaged (8)
13 Kaput goes vast heater! (3,5)
16 Bemoan unconvincing 

religious books (6)
18 Journalist having conflict with 

duke and king (6)
20 Accepts Yankee on board 

public transport (4)
21 Do, re, me, fa, so or la? (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt
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For extra 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
4 Lateral
5 University

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 23
Medium 135
Harder 2,023

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
emotion, into, intone, meno, mention, 
mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 72

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 198

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265

x 2

+ 9

x 3

SQUARE
IT

÷ 2

51/
OF IT

+ 16 + 6

+ 77 40% 
OF IT

+

+ 8752/
OF IT

+ 93

65/
OF IT

+ 9 52/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

+ – 77

x 4 – 71221/
OF IT
+

÷ 12

30% 
OF IT

x 2

– 998 70% 
OF IT

87/
OF IT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

Across
 1 Tactful (10)
 7 Person on a computer (4)
 8 (Of feet) adapted for 

swimming (6)
 9 Resolute, loyal (7)
 10 Most important task (8)
 11 18th-century Swiss 

mathematician (5)
 13 Formal speech (7)

R E D P A N D A S C
U I N I C R A B

P E A S A N T S A L
F E R E V O L T

G U R N C E E U
L G R O G G I N E S S

A M A G
U P A G U M T R E E C
O E E D R O L E

N O R M A N H O
D E C O N Q U E S T

C L A N E O N E
E T I D EW A T E R

Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
 17 Physician (5)

 Cell Blocks No 5075
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3694

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6NT, Opening Lead: ♠5

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1♠         Pass 
        2♥         Pass          3♣(1)     Pass 
        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

18.04.24

 Sudoku Mild No 14,844 Fiendish No 14,845 Super fiendish No 14,846 Word watch
David Parfitt

Xyst
a A covered garden walk
b A resonant wooden bar
c A mythical river of the 
underworld

Pilcrow
a A paragraph mark
b A herring-like fish
c The jackdaw

Kennetic
a Having motion
b Pertaining to the 
Thames or its tributaries
c Of the acquisition of 
knowledge

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2653 by Felix

Across
7 Sounds and smells 

overwhelming one (6)
8 Women having ideals 

shattered (6)
9 Valuable park in very holy 

surroundings (8)
10 Head of science to take up 

chair (4)
11 Skilful band or society 

regularly appearing (6)
13 Information concerning class 

(5)
14 Reading or writing, perhaps, in 

each period (3)
15 Hence cover for firm (5)
17 Hustle harassed detective (6)
19 Wretched person without 

room (4)
20 Land found by swan swimming 

with boat (8)
22 After long time, clubs in New 

York providing service (6)
23 Extremely grasping relations 

in truth (6)

Down
1 Swine, one who’s uninteresting 

to listen to (4)
2 Old picture used in autopsy 

chosen (6)
3 Various roads set to be 

overhauled (8)
4 An advantage, being endlessly 

luxurious (4)
5 Strange youth? Very likely (4-

2)
6 Last month, F Prefect’s friend 

becoming corrupt! (8)
12 Remove dogsled I damaged (8)
13 Kaput goes vast heater! (3,5)
16 Bemoan unconvincing 

religious books (6)
18 Journalist having conflict with 

duke and king (6)
20 Accepts Yankee on board 

public transport (4)
21 Do, re, me, fa, so or la? (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23
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Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3691
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W

W
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N.
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M

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4732 KenKen Difficult No 6184

23 24 34 14 3 4 23
15

10
10

28
22 18

4
38

36
16

24

37
3

6
27

18
12

14

13 12
16

26 17
15 23 7 14

4
17

37
16

32 26

30 12
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2222

 Lexica Easy No 7357 Hard No 7358

S

A

F

I A

U

L

E

S

H

J

R C

A H

L Y

A E

A R

K Y

S E

N

X

W

B

A

T

C

E

T

S

E

N E

E A

Z N

A G

 Codeword No 5192

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWgWDrDkD] 
àDpDWDW0p] 
ßWDpDWDWD] 
Þ0WDWDpDW] 
ÝWDPDWDWh] 
ÜDWHW)WDP] 
ÛP)QDKDPD] 
Ú1WDWDRDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Katkov-
Veinberg, Team Championship, 
Israel 2024. 
 
A moderately common theme in 
chess is that one player’s queen 
invades the opposing position 
and wins material by snaffling a 
rook in the corner. The problem 
is that the queen is then badly 
out of play and sometimes, as 
here, can become trapped. How 
did Black send the cavalry to the 
rescue? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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 5     12 13 14  18   25  39
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41

15623

238

45 31 200 23

A A B D D D E E

E F F H I K L L

M N O O O R R S

T T U X X X X X

1 First of fine, loose fibre (4)

2 Brought back king for reining in 
of the French (5)

3 Where bowler might be after 
hours, attending fight (6)

4 Battled setbacks, it’s said, to find 
somewhere secure (4,4)

5 Mean relations doing for cricket 
team! (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 458

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4732 KenKen Difficult No 6184

23 24 34 14 3 4 23
15

10
10

28
22 18

4
38

36
16

24

37
3

6
27

18
12

14

13 12
16

26 17
15 23 7 14
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37
16

32 26

30 12
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2222

 Lexica Easy No 7357 Hard No 7358
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 Codeword No 5192

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWgWDrDkD] 
àDpDWDW0p] 
ßWDpDWDWD] 
Þ0WDWDpDW] 
ÝWDPDWDWh] 
ÜDWHW)WDP] 
ÛP)QDKDPD] 
Ú1WDWDRDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Katkov-
Veinberg, Team Championship, 
Israel 2024. 
 
A moderately common theme in 
chess is that one player’s queen 
invades the opposing position 
and wins material by snaffling a 
rook in the corner. The problem 
is that the queen is then badly 
out of play and sometimes, as 
here, can become trapped. How 
did Black send the cavalry to the 
rescue? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
  

  

             
 

 

            

 5     12 13 14  18   25  39

25

234

33 90210

22

120

29

41

15623

238

45 31 200 23
                 

   

 

 

             
 

 

             
  

  

             
 

 

            

 5     12 13 14  18   25  39

25

234

33 90210

22

120

29

41

15623

238

45 31 200 23

A A B D D D E E

E F F H I K L L

M N O O O R R S

T T U X X X X X

1 First of fine, loose fibre (4)

2 Brought back king for reining in 
of the French (5)

3 Where bowler might be after 
hours, attending fight (6)

4 Battled setbacks, it’s said, to find 
somewhere secure (4,4)

5 Mean relations doing for cricket 
team! (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -
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- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
4 Lateral
5 University

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 23
Medium 135
Harder 2,023

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
emotion, into, intone, meno, mention, 
mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 72

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 198

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265

x 2

+ 9

x 3

SQUARE
IT

÷ 2

51/
OF IT

+ 16 + 6

+ 77 40% 
OF IT

+

+ 8752/
OF IT

+ 93

65/
OF IT

+ 9 52/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

+ – 77

x 4 – 71221/
OF IT
+

÷ 12

30% 
OF IT

x 2

– 998 70% 
OF IT

87/
OF IT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

Across
 1 Tactful (10)
 7 Person on a computer (4)
 8 (Of feet) adapted for 

swimming (6)
 9 Resolute, loyal (7)
 10 Most important task (8)
 11 18th-century Swiss 

mathematician (5)
 13 Formal speech (7)

R E D P A N D A S C
U I N I C R A B

P E A S A N T S A L
F E R E V O L T

G U R N C E E U
L G R O G G I N E S S

A M A G
U P A G U M T R E E C
O E E D R O L E

N O R M A N H O
D E C O N Q U E S T

C L A N E O N E
E T I D EW A T E R

Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
 17 Physician (5)

 Cell Blocks No 5075
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3694

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6NT, Opening Lead: ♠5

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1♠         Pass 
        2♥         Pass          3♣(1)     Pass 
        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4732 KenKen Difficult No 6184

23 24 34 14 3 4 23
15

10
10

28
22 18

4
38

36
16

24

37
3

6
27

18
12

14

13 12
16

26 17
15 23 7 14

4
17

37
16

32 26

30 12

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2222

 Lexica Easy No 7357 Hard No 7358
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A

F

I A

U

L

E

S

H

J

R C

A H

L Y

A E

A R

K Y

S E

N

X

W

B

A

T
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N E

E A

Z N

A G

 Codeword No 5192

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWgWDrDkD] 
àDpDWDW0p] 
ßWDpDWDWD] 
Þ0WDWDpDW] 
ÝWDPDWDWh] 
ÜDWHW)WDP] 
ÛP)QDKDPD] 
Ú1WDWDRDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Katkov-
Veinberg, Team Championship, 
Israel 2024. 
 
A moderately common theme in 
chess is that one player’s queen 
invades the opposing position 
and wins material by snaffling a 
rook in the corner. The problem 
is that the queen is then badly 
out of play and sometimes, as 
here, can become trapped. How 
did Black send the cavalry to the 
rescue? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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 5     12 13 14  18   25  39
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234
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15623
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45 31 200 23

A A B D D D E E

E F F H I K L L

M N O O O R R S

T T U X X X X X

1 First of fine, loose fibre (4)

2 Brought back king for reining in 
of the French (5)

3 Where bowler might be after 
hours, attending fight (6)

4 Battled setbacks, it’s said, to find 
somewhere secure (4,4)

5 Mean relations doing for cricket 
team! (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 458

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4732 KenKen Difficult No 6184
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4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2222
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 Codeword No 5192

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áWgWDrDkD] 
àDpDWDW0p] 
ßWDpDWDWD] 
Þ0WDWDpDW] 
ÝWDPDWDWh] 
ÜDWHW)WDP] 
ÛP)QDKDPD] 
Ú1WDWDRDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

Black to play.  
This position is from Katkov-
Veinberg, Team Championship, 
Israel 2024. 
 
A moderately common theme in 
chess is that one player’s queen 
invades the opposing position 
and wins material by snaffling a 
rook in the corner. The problem 
is that the queen is then badly 
out of play and sometimes, as 
here, can become trapped. How 
did Black send the cavalry to the 
rescue? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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45 31 200 23

A A B D D D E E

E F F H I K L L

M N O O O R R S

T T U X X X X X

1 First of fine, loose fibre (4)

2 Brought back king for reining in 
of the French (5)

3 Where bowler might be after 
hours, attending fight (6)

4 Battled setbacks, it’s said, to find 
somewhere secure (4,4)

5 Mean relations doing for cricket 
team! (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

 
- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 458

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4732 KenKen Difficult No 6184
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.
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 Winning Move

 Tetonor
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Black to play.  
This position is from Katkov-
Veinberg, Team Championship, 
Israel 2024. 
 
A moderately common theme in 
chess is that one player’s queen 
invades the opposing position 
and wins material by snaffling a 
rook in the corner. The problem 
is that the queen is then badly 
out of play and sometimes, as 
here, can become trapped. How 
did Black send the cavalry to the 
rescue? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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2 Brought back king for reining in 
of the French (5)

3 Where bowler might be after 
hours, attending fight (6)

4 Battled setbacks, it’s said, to find 
somewhere secure (4,4)

5 Mean relations doing for cricket 
team! (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only
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Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
4 Lateral
5 University

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 23
Medium 135
Harder 2,023

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
emotion, into, intone, meno, mention, 
mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 72

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 198

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265

x 2

+ 9

x 3

SQUARE
IT

÷ 2

51/
OF IT

+ 16 + 6

+ 77 40% 
OF IT

+

+ 8752/
OF IT

+ 93

65/
OF IT

+ 9 52/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

+ – 77

x 4 – 71221/
OF IT
+

÷ 12

30% 
OF IT

x 2

– 998 70% 
OF IT

87/
OF IT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

Across
 1 Tactful (10)
 7 Person on a computer (4)
 8 (Of feet) adapted for 

swimming (6)
 9 Resolute, loyal (7)
 10 Most important task (8)
 11 18th-century Swiss 

mathematician (5)
 13 Formal speech (7)

R E D P A N D A S C
U I N I C R A B

P E A S A N T S A L
F E R E V O L T

G U R N C E E U
L G R O G G I N E S S

A M A G
U P A G U M T R E E C
O E E D R O L E

N O R M A N H O
D E C O N Q U E S T

C L A N E O N E
E T I D EW A T E R

Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
 17 Physician (5)

 Cell Blocks No 5075
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3694

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6NT, Opening Lead: ♠5

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1♠         Pass 
        2♥         Pass          3♣(1)     Pass 
        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
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numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
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Medium 135
Harder 2,023
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mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.
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Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
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Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.
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Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither
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        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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MindGames

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
4 Lateral
5 University

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 23
Medium 135
Harder 2,023

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
emotion, into, intone, meno, mention, 
mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 72

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 198

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265

x 2

+ 9

x 3

SQUARE
IT

÷ 2

51/
OF IT

+ 16 + 6

+ 77 40% 
OF IT

+

+ 8752/
OF IT

+ 93

65/
OF IT

+ 9 52/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

+ – 77

x 4 – 71221/
OF IT
+

÷ 12

30% 
OF IT

x 2

– 998 70% 
OF IT

87/
OF IT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

Across
 1 Tactful (10)
 7 Person on a computer (4)
 8 (Of feet) adapted for 

swimming (6)
 9 Resolute, loyal (7)
 10 Most important task (8)
 11 18th-century Swiss 

mathematician (5)
 13 Formal speech (7)

R E D P A N D A S C
U I N I C R A B

P E A S A N T S A L
F E R E V O L T

G U R N C E E U
L G R O G G I N E S S

A M A G
U P A G U M T R E E C
O E E D R O L E

N O R M A N H O
D E C O N Q U E S T

C L A N E O N E
E T I D EW A T E R

Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
 17 Physician (5)

 Cell Blocks No 5075

©
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IA

  Polygon  Set Square No 3694

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6NT, Opening Lead: ♠5

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1♠         Pass 
        2♥         Pass          3♣(1)     Pass 
        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Times Crossword 28,894 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,893

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 6 87

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30

F I R E D A M P A S L E E P
O A A A F L Y A
R E M A I N S T O B E S E E N
F L S R W W I
E N T R Y L E V E L M A R C
I E D N C T K
T A N G O E D S H OW E R Y

O Z E I M R
P O U L E N C C O M M I T S
O T N K U N A
O B O L W H I T E N I G H T
H F Y A U I C
B U T T E R N U T S Q U A S H
A E W D E U C E
H O N E S T P E D E S T A L

 1 Book Hearts defender needing a 
way in (8)

 6 Dark and small Iberian chap 
covering face (6)

 9 Back from dig, strike kind of rock 
(4)

 10 Soda with lime or rum for 
convenience (6,4)

 11 Forbidden urge to which writer’s 
admitted (10)

 13 To boot leader of government out 
of Lagos, a new order’s required (4)

 14 American novelist caught in crime 
den (8)

 16 One who copies head of Cardiff 
University’s resumé (6)

 18 One event with barristers 
concerning chambers (6)

 20 One decides a set time, namely 
before holiday (3-5)

 22 Ostentatiously good, a female 
performer with no regrets (4)

 24 Summer problem of boater, say, 
catching English butterfly? (10)

 26 Staying dry, mostly declining to 
conserve energy (2,3,5)

 28 Duck eating river weed (4)
 29 Save money in Asia the wrong way, 

creating dispute (6)
 30 Organists wanting doughnut 

breaking the scales? (4,4)

 2 Expert handling bad reactions is to 
go for Parisian meat (9)

 3 Rather dry month including odd 
times temperature drops (4-3)

 4 Maybe bitter king secretes billions, 
having more upstairs? (5)

 5 Nanny’s little one is Josh (3)
 6 Male dabbler left in tool store with 

tool (9)
 7 Spread around centre of Croatian 

seaside resort (7)
 8 Stands apart from British men put 

in the corner? (5)
 12 Possibly battier accessory for father 

(7)
 15 Calm down, maintaining strength 

completely (3,3,3)
 17 Static car’s plate seen in capital (9)
 19 Lives, I see, with lover around 

Persian city (7)
 21 Group of engineers with ruddy 

huge screen (7)
 23 Asian region in Chennai? No, 

Islamabad, on reflection (5)
 25 It restrains worker, perhaps a 

seasonal deliveryman (5)
 27 He conceivably needs flag raised 

(3)

Times Crossword 28,894 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,893

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 6 87

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30

F I R E D A M P A S L E E P
O A A A F L Y A
R E M A I N S T O B E S E E N
F L S R W W I
E N T R Y L E V E L M A R C
I E D N C T K
T A N G O E D S H OW E R Y

O Z E I M R
P O U L E N C C O M M I T S
O T N K U N A
O B O L W H I T E N I G H T
H F Y A U I C
B U T T E R N U T S Q U A S H
A E W D E U C E
H O N E S T P E D E S T A L

 1 Book Hearts defender needing a 
way in (8)

 6 Dark and small Iberian chap 
covering face (6)

 9 Back from dig, strike kind of rock 
(4)

 10 Soda with lime or rum for 
convenience (6,4)

 11 Forbidden urge to which writer’s 
admitted (10)

 13 To boot leader of government out 
of Lagos, a new order’s required (4)

 14 American novelist caught in crime 
den (8)

 16 One who copies head of Cardiff 
University’s resumé (6)

 18 One event with barristers 
concerning chambers (6)

 20 One decides a set time, namely 
before holiday (3-5)

 22 Ostentatiously good, a female 
performer with no regrets (4)

 24 Summer problem of boater, say, 
catching English butterfly? (10)

 26 Staying dry, mostly declining to 
conserve energy (2,3,5)

 28 Duck eating river weed (4)
 29 Save money in Asia the wrong way, 

creating dispute (6)
 30 Organists wanting doughnut 

breaking the scales? (4,4)

 2 Expert handling bad reactions is to 
go for Parisian meat (9)

 3 Rather dry month including odd 
times temperature drops (4-3)

 4 Maybe bitter king secretes billions, 
having more upstairs? (5)

 5 Nanny’s little one is Josh (3)
 6 Male dabbler left in tool store with 

tool (9)
 7 Spread around centre of Croatian 

seaside resort (7)
 8 Stands apart from British men put 

in the corner? (5)
 12 Possibly battier accessory for father 

(7)
 15 Calm down, maintaining strength 

completely (3,3,3)
 17 Static car’s plate seen in capital (9)
 19 Lives, I see, with lover around 

Persian city (7)
 21 Group of engineers with ruddy 

huge screen (7)
 23 Asian region in Chennai? No, 

Islamabad, on reflection (5)
 25 It restrains worker, perhaps a 

seasonal deliveryman (5)
 27 He conceivably needs flag raised 

(3)
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MindGames

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 2 8 7
8 9 7 3 8 6 9 5 7

2 4 9 7 8 9
7 3 1 2 4 4 6 8
9 7 3 1 8 6 7 9
9 5 9 7 2 1 3 6

9 8 4 3 4 2 1 5
7 5 1 3 1 3
8 6 9 2 1 3 5 3 1
2 7 2 1 1 2

Kakuro 3690

Futoshiki 4731

B D

A W A R D

C N R

K D U E

C E L L A

R E L M

Lexica 7356

K N I V E S

E K

A T E A

W N T

E V E

D R Y

Lexica 7355Cell Blocks 5074 Set Square 3693

Suko 4093

Train Tracks 2221

Word watch

After 1 ... Rxe3+! the reply 2 
Kxe3 allows 2 ... Qxf1 and 
Black wins easily. Therefore 
2 Kf2 is forced but then 2 ... 
Bg3+ 3 Kg1 and now the 
black queen dramatically 
escapes imprisonment with 
3 ... Qxf1+! 4 Kxf1 Re1 mate

Xyst (a) A covered garden 
walk (Collins)
Pilcrow (a) A paragraph 
mark (Chambers)
Kennetic (c) Of the 
acquisition of knowledge 
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move

1 Corn
2 Cycle
3 Formed
4 Lateral
5 University

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 23
Medium 135
Harder 2,023

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
emotion, into, intone, meno, mention, 
mento, mono, monte, moon, moot, mote, 
motion, neon, nome, nomen, none, nonet, 
noni, noon, noontime, note, notion, 
omen, omit, onion, onto, tenon, tome, 
tone, tonne, toon

 times2 Crossword No 9508  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 72

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 198

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 265

x 2

+ 9

x 3

SQUARE
IT

÷ 2

51/
OF IT

+ 16 + 6

+ 77 40% 
OF IT

+

+ 8752/
OF IT

+ 93

65/
OF IT

+ 9 52/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

+ – 77

x 4 – 71221/
OF IT
+

÷ 12

30% 
OF IT

x 2

– 998 70% 
OF IT

87/
OF IT

1 2 3 4 5 6

7

8

9

10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

Across
 1 Tactful (10)
 7 Person on a computer (4)
 8 (Of feet) adapted for 

swimming (6)
 9 Resolute, loyal (7)
 10 Most important task (8)
 11 18th-century Swiss 

mathematician (5)
 13 Formal speech (7)

R E D P A N D A S C
U I N I C R A B

P E A S A N T S A L
F E R E V O L T

G U R N C E E U
L G R O G G I N E S S

A M A G
U P A G U M T R E E C
O E E D R O L E

N O R M A N H O
D E C O N Q U E S T

C L A N E O N E
E T I D EW A T E R

Solution to Crossword 9507

 14 Ransack (5)
 17 Unit of digital information (8)
 18 Whale’s layer of fat (7)
 19 Goodness (6)
 20 Former name of Thailand (4)
 21 Habituated (to) (10)

Down
 1 Cloudburst, deluge (8)
 2 Open to all (6)
 3 Supersede (an existing 

decision, rule or setting) (8)
 4 Irritable, quarrelsome (5)
 5 Type of cloud (7)
 6 Save from danger (6)
 9 First course (7)
 11 Daydreamer (8)
 12 Ecclesiastical title (8)
 13 US Deep South state (7)
 15 Decoratively embedded (6)
 16 Methodical arrangement of 

interconnected parts (6)
 17 Physician (5)

 Cell Blocks No 5075

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

  Polygon  Set Square No 3694

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Gentle No 9422

 Killer Tough No 9423

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

It was Jim Jacoby of the USA who 
wrote the Bols bridge tip “Save the 
deuce”. [Here’s a link to those past 
tips: bridge-tips.co.il/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/BOLS-
EXPERT-TIPS-94.pdf]. 

“Save the deuce” is a great tip 
for both declarer and defenders. 
On this 6NT from the 5th 
National Mind Sports Games of 
China, West has found the only 
lead not to give away a 12th trick, 
his singleton spade. You still fancy 
your chances, though, and will 
have 12 easy tricks provided spades 
are not 5-1. 

However, after you’ve released 
your king-jack of spades to the first 
two tricks, the 5-1 split is revealed 
as West discards (a club). You then 
play a diamond to the king and a 
diamond back to the queen, West 
correctly ducking (win, and he has 
to give away the 12th trick). 

You now cross to the king of 
hearts, cash the ace of spades 
shedding a heart, then cash the ace 
of clubs and cross to your king. 
You observe East’s queen appear 
on the second club and cash the 
ace-queen of hearts, West follow-
ing with the jack, then discarding a 
diamond.  

You correctly place East with 
his actual 5♠4♥2♦2♣ shape. 
Across is the presumed ending. 
You exit triumphantly with your 
seven of hearts to East’s nine and 
await his forced spade lead from 
♠ 108 round to dummy’s ♠Q9. 
Slam made — you play so well. 

Except for one thing. East, Yang 
Cai, unblocked his hearts. He is not 
down to the bare nine, rather the 
bare deuce. Your seven of hearts 

wins but you must give West the 
last two tricks — one down. 

That was a brilliant unblock by 
East, although declarer should 
have retained one more heart (and 
one fewer diamond). East's unblock 
wouldn't have worked as you'd 
have made all five heart tricks.  

Thank you to Jerry Li and the 
IBPA Bulletin for the details.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 6NT, Opening Lead: ♠5

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1♠         Pass 
        2♥         Pass          3♣(1)     Pass 
        4NT(2)  Pass          6NT         End  
(1) In Acol, I prefer a 2NT rebid, showing 
15-19 “balanced”, forcing to game. 
(2) Quantitative. South can raise clubs first 
to then bid 4NT RKCB for clubs.

          S            W              N               E

♠108642  

♥9642  

♦75  

♣Q6

Teams ♠AQ973  

♥K10  

♦K4  

♣A932

♠KJ  

♥AQ753  

♦QJ96  

♣KJ

♠5  

♥J8  

♦A10832  

♣108754

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠108  

♥9  

♦-  

♣-

♠Q9  

♥- 
♦-  

♣3

♠ -  

♥7  

♦J9  

♣-

♠ -  

♥-  

♦A10  

♣10

 Bridge Andrew Robson

F E A S T I C E
I L R E N O U N C E D
G U L L Y W R O I
U I S P A C E S U I T
R T T R N O
E W E I N D I C A T O R

R N U E
S T A R G A Z E R R A M
C T I T P A
R E I G N I T E S O R
I O O H E V I C T
M O N A S T E R Y N E
P Y R S A T I N

Sudoku 14,841

Killer 9420

Sudoku 14,842

Killer 9421

Sudoku 14,843

Quick Cryptic 2652

KenKen 6183

Codeword 5191

1 Flax
2 Redux
3 Hatbox
4 Fort Knox
5 Middlesex

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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More 
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Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

4
2 1

3 4
5 3 6

3 2 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU

4
3

2 4
5 1 2

1 5 2
6

6 1 2 3 5
5 4 1 6 2
3 6 5 1
4 6 3
3 4 6

2 4 3 5 1
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Lockdown puzzlesBrain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
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Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 
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Mini 
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Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
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until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.
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Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

4
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3 4
5 3 6

3 2 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9

PU
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

4
2 1

3 4
5 3 6

3 2 6

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 
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