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16.04.24

 Sudoku Mild No 14,838 Difficult No 14,839 Super fiendish No 14,840 Word watch
David Parfitt

Adhocracy
a A haphazard 
management style 
b The essence of an 
object
c Any term indicating a 
farewell

Milliard
a A factory worker
b A wearer of fine hats
c A thousand million

Piqure
a A card game for two 
players
b A puncture made by 
an injection
c A narrow mountain 
summit

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2651 by Oink

Across
1 The pain of a guerilla leader? 

(4)
3 MP’s niece surprisingly 

becoming a model (8)
9 Petty case involving Victor and 

me (7)
10 Charlie soon to become a 

clergyman (5)
11 Head of Latin at school makes 

you squeal (3,2)
12 Smart to celebrate with 

Conservative on way back (6)
14 Foreign pastor certain to drag 

his feet? (13)
17 Marriage is hateful, confining 

female entertainer (6)
19 Be rude to commanding officer 

in club (5)
22 Conscious of fighting in A&E 

(5)
23 Picture silver in island 

repository (7)
24 Spaniel barking at government 

leader? Good! (8)
25 Reportedly mailed some 

money to an American (4)

Down
1 Run off with social worker, 

horny creature (8)
2 Raise army to cross India (5)
4 Where to see a Constable? 

(6,7)
5 Set aside funds for the auditor 

(5)
6 African leader needing staff 

from French city (7)
7 Grandma an idiot? (4)
8 Article in German about pub 

meal (6)
13 Control device overlooking 

street furthest away (8)
15 Hold forth about exercise 

function (7)
16 Popular girl, a native originally 

of Mumbai? (6)
18 They help you see the detailed 

requirements (5)
20 On farm one might find this 

small drink (5)
21 His Majesty quietly eating a 

fish (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21

22 23

24 25
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct
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For extra 
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 8 1 5
4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
1 6 4 2 8 9 3 8 9

8 5 9 7 9
5 7 3 1 6 2 2 1 4
7 9 6 3 1 2 4 6 9
3 1 9 1 8

7 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 5
9 8 7 3 1 5 5 2 1
5 9 4 8 3 1

Kakuro 3688

Futoshiki 4729

S A M E

H O

A M O R A L

B E A

B I N A R Y

Y M

Lexica 7352

L S O D

H E L L I

T E V

A E R A

S O O T

P

Lexica 7351Cell Blocks 5072 Set Square 3691

Suko 4091

Train Tracks 2219

Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109

x 3

75% 
OF IT

x 6 + 987

+ 11 SQUARE
IT

x 341/
OF IT

÷ 8 + 9

80% 
OF IT

75% 
OF IT

+ 99

+ 14

+

x 2

+ 67 x 2 65/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

90% 
OF IT

157/
OF IT

÷ 2 32/
OF IT

21/
OF IT
+

+ 742 + 885 + 858

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)

H H C C S
H U M O R O U S H O P E
L O U C E L

H A P P E N H E R G E
L T O U N

H E A V E N L Y B O D Y
E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
H E L E N H O C K E Y
T L C I O D

H E R E H Y P N O T I C
N R S N T

Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5073
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Adhocracy
a A haphazard 
management style 
b The essence of an 
object
c Any term indicating a 
farewell

Milliard
a A factory worker
b A wearer of fine hats
c A thousand million

Piqure
a A card game for two 
players
b A puncture made by 
an injection
c A narrow mountain 
summit

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2651 by Oink

Across
1 The pain of a guerilla leader? 

(4)
3 MP’s niece surprisingly 

becoming a model (8)
9 Petty case involving Victor and 

me (7)
10 Charlie soon to become a 

clergyman (5)
11 Head of Latin at school makes 

you squeal (3,2)
12 Smart to celebrate with 

Conservative on way back (6)
14 Foreign pastor certain to drag 

his feet? (13)
17 Marriage is hateful, confining 

female entertainer (6)
19 Be rude to commanding officer 

in club (5)
22 Conscious of fighting in A&E 

(5)
23 Picture silver in island 

repository (7)
24 Spaniel barking at government 

leader? Good! (8)
25 Reportedly mailed some 

money to an American (4)

Down
1 Run off with social worker, 

horny creature (8)
2 Raise army to cross India (5)
4 Where to see a Constable? 

(6,7)
5 Set aside funds for the auditor 

(5)
6 African leader needing staff 

from French city (7)
7 Grandma an idiot? (4)
8 Article in German about pub 

meal (6)
13 Control device overlooking 

street furthest away (8)
15 Hold forth about exercise 

function (7)
16 Popular girl, a native originally 

of Mumbai? (6)
18 They help you see the detailed 

requirements (5)
20 On farm one might find this 

small drink (5)
21 His Majesty quietly eating a 

fish (4)
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MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3689
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UF
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 IN
C.

 W
W

W
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EN
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N.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4730 KenKen Medium No 6182

17 30 14 35 16 28 23 7
14 16

17
21

35 16
16

17
7

14 18
6

4
31

27
20 37

19 13
15 16

23 28
3

7
14

23
17

16
20 3

9
14

4 16
13 25

26 7 9
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2220

 Lexica Easy No 7353 Hard No 7354
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 Codeword No 5190

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áW4WDWDkD] 
àDWDW!p0W] 
ßWDWDpDWD] 
ÞDWDWDW)P] 
ÝpDWDW)WD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)pDWDWD] 
ÚIWGqDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Duda-
Sanal, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
Despite being a piece ahead 
White seems to be in trouble due 
to the strength of the black 
queen and pawn on c2. 1 Rxd1 
cxd1Q is hopeless and there is no 
obvious way to defend the rook 
on h1. Nevertheless, with 
wonderfully energetic play, 
White managed to co-ordinate 
his position. Can you see how? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30

A A A B C E E E

E E F G H I I I

I I L L M N N N

N R R R S S W X

1 Cry plaintively with pain (4)

2 Suitable spot in hotel in Med 
resort (5)

3 Iron-clad hoop’s border (6)

4 Appraiser’s answer received by 
old pitman (8)

5 Silly bishop never having a 
shower? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Easy No 457

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop



MindGames
14 Tuesday April 16 2024 | the times

MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4730 KenKen Medium No 6182

17 30 14 35 16 28 23 7
14 16

17
21

35 16
16

17
7

14 18
6

4
31

27
20 37

19 13
15 16

23 28
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2220

 Lexica Easy No 7353 Hard No 7354
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 Codeword No 5190

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áW4WDWDkD] 
àDWDW!p0W] 
ßWDWDpDWD] 
ÞDWDWDW)P] 
ÝpDWDW)WD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)pDWDWD] 
ÚIWGqDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Duda-
Sanal, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
Despite being a piece ahead 
White seems to be in trouble due 
to the strength of the black 
queen and pawn on c2. 1 Rxd1 
cxd1Q is hopeless and there is no 
obvious way to defend the rook 
on h1. Nevertheless, with 
wonderfully energetic play, 
White managed to co-ordinate 
his position. Can you see how? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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110 27 256 37
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110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30
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1 Cry plaintively with pain (4)

2 Suitable spot in hotel in Med 
resort (5)

3 Iron-clad hoop’s border (6)

4 Appraiser’s answer received by 
old pitman (8)

5 Silly bishop never having a 
shower? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -
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 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 8 1 5
4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
1 6 4 2 8 9 3 8 9

8 5 9 7 9
5 7 3 1 6 2 2 1 4
7 9 6 3 1 2 4 6 9
3 1 9 1 8

7 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 5
9 8 7 3 1 5 5 2 1
5 9 4 8 3 1

Kakuro 3688

Futoshiki 4729

S A M E

H O

A M O R A L

B E A

B I N A R Y

Y M

Lexica 7352

L S O D

H E L L I

T E V

A E R A

S O O T

P

Lexica 7351Cell Blocks 5072 Set Square 3691

Suko 4091

Train Tracks 2219

Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109

x 3

75% 
OF IT

x 6 + 987

+ 11 SQUARE
IT

x 341/
OF IT

÷ 8 + 9

80% 
OF IT

75% 
OF IT

+ 99

+ 14

+

x 2

+ 67 x 2 65/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

90% 
OF IT

157/
OF IT

÷ 2 32/
OF IT

21/
OF IT
+

+ 742 + 885 + 858

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)

H H C C S
H U M O R O U S H O P E
L O U C E L

H A P P E N H E R G E
L T O U N

H E A V E N L Y B O D Y
E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
H E L E N H O C K E Y
T L C I O D

H E R E H Y P N O T I C
N R S N T

Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5073
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4730 KenKen Medium No 6182

17 30 14 35 16 28 23 7
14 16

17
21

35 16
16

17
7

14 18
6

4
31

27
20 37

19 13
15 16

23 28
3

7
14

23
17

16
20 3

9
14

4 16
13 25

26 7 9
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2220

 Lexica Easy No 7353 Hard No 7354

W

S

R
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I

E

V

E
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E

D

W

W L

A E

N E

C O
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F O

F
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 Codeword No 5190

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áW4WDWDkD] 
àDWDW!p0W] 
ßWDWDpDWD] 
ÞDWDWDW)P] 
ÝpDWDW)WD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)pDWDWD] 
ÚIWGqDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Duda-
Sanal, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
Despite being a piece ahead 
White seems to be in trouble due 
to the strength of the black 
queen and pawn on c2. 1 Rxd1 
cxd1Q is hopeless and there is no 
obvious way to defend the rook 
on h1. Nevertheless, with 
wonderfully energetic play, 
White managed to co-ordinate 
his position. Can you see how? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30

A A A B C E E E

E E F G H I I I

I I L L M N N N

N R R R S S W X

1 Cry plaintively with pain (4)

2 Suitable spot in hotel in Med 
resort (5)

3 Iron-clad hoop’s border (6)

4 Appraiser’s answer received by 
old pitman (8)

5 Silly bishop never having a 
shower? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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word and 
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4730 KenKen Medium No 6182
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2220

 Lexica Easy No 7353 Hard No 7354
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 Codeword No 5190

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áW4WDWDkD] 
àDWDW!p0W] 
ßWDWDpDWD] 
ÞDWDWDW)P] 
ÝpDWDW)WD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)pDWDWD] 
ÚIWGqDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Duda-
Sanal, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
Despite being a piece ahead 
White seems to be in trouble due 
to the strength of the black 
queen and pawn on c2. 1 Rxd1 
cxd1Q is hopeless and there is no 
obvious way to defend the rook 
on h1. Nevertheless, with 
wonderfully energetic play, 
White managed to co-ordinate 
his position. Can you see how? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

1 3 3 4 5  13  16 16 17 22  37   

22 221 32 96

110 27 256 37

38 252 28 105

87 40 111 30

A A A B C E E E

E E F G H I I I

I I L L M N N N

N R R R S S W X

1 Cry plaintively with pain (4)

2 Suitable spot in hotel in Med 
resort (5)

3 Iron-clad hoop’s border (6)

4 Appraiser’s answer received by 
old pitman (8)

5 Silly bishop never having a 
shower? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -

 
- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Easy No 457

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4730 KenKen Medium No 6182
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2220
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 Codeword No 5190

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
áW4WDWDkD] 
àDWDW!p0W] 
ßWDWDpDWD] 
ÞDWDWDW)P] 
ÝpDWDW)WD] 
ÜDWDWDWDW] 
ÛP)pDWDWD] 
ÚIWGqDWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Duda-
Sanal, Titled Tuesday, chess.com 
2024. 
 
Despite being a piece ahead 
White seems to be in trouble due 
to the strength of the black 
queen and pawn on c2. 1 Rxd1 
cxd1Q is hopeless and there is no 
obvious way to defend the rook 
on h1. Nevertheless, with 
wonderfully energetic play, 
White managed to co-ordinate 
his position. Can you see how? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Thursday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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1 Cry plaintively with pain (4)

2 Suitable spot in hotel in Med 
resort (5)

3 Iron-clad hoop’s border (6)

4 Appraiser’s answer received by 
old pitman (8)

5 Silly bishop never having a 
shower? (9)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - -
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 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 8 1 5
4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
1 6 4 2 8 9 3 8 9

8 5 9 7 9
5 7 3 1 6 2 2 1 4
7 9 6 3 1 2 4 6 9
3 1 9 1 8

7 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 5
9 8 7 3 1 5 5 2 1
5 9 4 8 3 1

Kakuro 3688

Futoshiki 4729

S A M E

H O

A M O R A L

B E A

B I N A R Y

Y M

Lexica 7352

L S O D

H E L L I

T E V

A E R A

S O O T

P

Lexica 7351Cell Blocks 5072 Set Square 3691

Suko 4091

Train Tracks 2219

Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109

x 3

75% 
OF IT

x 6 + 987

+ 11 SQUARE
IT

x 341/
OF IT

÷ 8 + 9

80% 
OF IT

75% 
OF IT

+ 99

+ 14

+

x 2

+ 67 x 2 65/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

90% 
OF IT

157/
OF IT

÷ 2 32/
OF IT

21/
OF IT
+

+ 742 + 885 + 858

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)

H H C C S
H U M O R O U S H O P E
L O U C E L

H A P P E N H E R G E
L T O U N

H E A V E N L Y B O D Y
E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
H E L E N H O C K E Y
T L C I O D

H E R E H Y P N O T I C
N R S N T

Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)

 Cell Blocks No 5073
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent
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4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
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Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109
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+ 11 SQUARE
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+
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Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)
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E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
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Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 8 1 5
4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
1 6 4 2 8 9 3 8 9

8 5 9 7 9
5 7 3 1 6 2 2 1 4
7 9 6 3 1 2 4 6 9
3 1 9 1 8

7 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 5
9 8 7 3 1 5 5 2 1
5 9 4 8 3 1

Kakuro 3688

Futoshiki 4729

S A M E
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A M O R A L

B E A

B I N A R Y

Y M

Lexica 7352

L S O D

H E L L I

T E V

A E R A

S O O T
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Lexica 7351Cell Blocks 5072 Set Square 3691

Suko 4091

Train Tracks 2219

Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109

x 3

75% 
OF IT

x 6 + 987

+ 11 SQUARE
IT

x 341/
OF IT

÷ 8 + 9

80% 
OF IT

75% 
OF IT

+ 99

+ 14

+

x 2

+ 67 x 2 65/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

90% 
OF IT

157/
OF IT

÷ 2 32/
OF IT

21/
OF IT
+

+ 742 + 885 + 858

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)

H H C C S
H U M O R O U S H O P E
L O U C E L

H A P P E N H E R G E
L T O U N

H E A V E N L Y B O D Y
E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
H E L E N H O C K E Y
T L C I O D

H E R E H Y P N O T I C
N R S N T

Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Times Crossword 28,892 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,891

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

2322

24 26 25

26 27

R I F T V A L L E Y C H U B
U I E A A V A L
T U R I N T U R Q U O I S E
H E T E N L T T
E S T U A R Y E N G L I S H

P T R O S A E
A P O G E A N T H R OW E R
N R C F A I
J I M J A M S C A R R Y O N
A P I Y A F G
N O T H I N G S P E C I A L
D I T N R T R A
R I G M A R O L E I D I O M
U H L R S O N I
M A T E P E R S O N A G E S

 1 Ousted duke’s son accepted in 
genteel circle (8)

 5 Severe police officer removed from 
locality (6)

 9 Smoked beef initially introduced by 
former music academy (8)

 10 Group given hint about measure of 
intelligence (6)

 12 Give up doctor resorted to in 
moment of change (7,5) 

 15 Nonsense about former pupil being 
zombie! (5)

 16 Bug in can beginning to eat fruit (9)
 18 Possibly honour boy attendant 

identifying leaf (5,4)
 19 Move quickly round university, 

finding something to eat (5)
 20 US docker is eager to meet rider 

leaving sierra (12)
 24 A carriage originally seen in 

ancient French city (6)
 25 Screechy birds regularly 

encountered in southern river (8)
 26 American tug with sizable barge 

finally behind (6)
 27 A depression overcoming that 

woman’s supporter (8)

 1 Immature 13, say, at university in 
Pennsylvania (4)

 2 Small rodent heading off for river 
(4)

 3 Relaxed, Peter and I, out for a spin 
(9)

 4 One arguing with Republican 
protester? Not the first (12)

 6 Source of terrible cheek about 
high-class plant (5)

 7 Questioner at home gave up on 
men one’s arrested (10)

 8 Possibly outing blokes initially 
taking such medical remedies (10)

 11 Apathetic trade union relaxed 
about conclusion of action (12)

 13 In brothers’ house cultivate 
liliaceous plant (10)

 14 Sailors talked of stress, refusing to 
vote (10)

 17 Deport Italian involved in the old 
business? (9)

 21 Point former nurses ultimately 
made (5)

 22 Black antelope’s last spring (4)
 23 Let it remain, determined to save 

time (4)

Times Crossword 28,892 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,891

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 876

9 10

11

12

13 14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

2322

24 26 25

26 27

R I F T V A L L E Y C H U B
U I E A A V A L
T U R I N T U R Q U O I S E
H E T E N L T T
E S T U A R Y E N G L I S H

P T R O S A E
A P O G E A N T H R OW E R
N R C F A I
J I M J A M S C A R R Y O N
A P I Y A F G
N O T H I N G S P E C I A L
D I T N R T R A
R I G M A R O L E I D I O M
U H L R S O N I
M A T E P E R S O N A G E S

 1 Ousted duke’s son accepted in 
genteel circle (8)

 5 Severe police officer removed from 
locality (6)

 9 Smoked beef initially introduced by 
former music academy (8)

 10 Group given hint about measure of 
intelligence (6)

 12 Give up doctor resorted to in 
moment of change (7,5) 

 15 Nonsense about former pupil being 
zombie! (5)

 16 Bug in can beginning to eat fruit (9)
 18 Possibly honour boy attendant 

identifying leaf (5,4)
 19 Move quickly round university, 

finding something to eat (5)
 20 US docker is eager to meet rider 

leaving sierra (12)
 24 A carriage originally seen in 

ancient French city (6)
 25 Screechy birds regularly 

encountered in southern river (8)
 26 American tug with sizable barge 

finally behind (6)
 27 A depression overcoming that 

woman’s supporter (8)

 1 Immature 13, say, at university in 
Pennsylvania (4)

 2 Small rodent heading off for river 
(4)

 3 Relaxed, Peter and I, out for a spin 
(9)

 4 One arguing with Republican 
protester? Not the first (12)

 6 Source of terrible cheek about 
high-class plant (5)

 7 Questioner at home gave up on 
men one’s arrested (10)

 8 Possibly outing blokes initially 
taking such medical remedies (10)

 11 Apathetic trade union relaxed 
about conclusion of action (12)

 13 In brothers’ house cultivate 
liliaceous plant (10)

 14 Sailors talked of stress, refusing to 
vote (10)

 17 Deport Italian involved in the old 
business? (9)

 21 Point former nurses ultimately 
made (5)

 22 Black antelope’s last spring (4)
 23 Let it remain, determined to save 

time (4)
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
three or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 14 words, average; 
19, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 7 1 8 1 5
4 8 9 2 6 1 3 7 5
1 6 4 2 8 9 3 8 9

8 5 9 7 9
5 7 3 1 6 2 2 1 4
7 9 6 3 1 2 4 6 9
3 1 9 1 8

7 6 1 2 7 4 9 3 5
9 8 7 3 1 5 5 2 1
5 9 4 8 3 1

Kakuro 3688

Futoshiki 4729

S A M E
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A M O R A L

B E A

B I N A R Y

Y M

Lexica 7352
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H E L L I

T E V

A E R A
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Lexica 7351Cell Blocks 5072 Set Square 3691

Suko 4091

Train Tracks 2219

Word watch

1 Qc7! Qxh1 (if the black rook
moves, eg 1 ... Rf8 then 2 Qb7;
White will follow up with g6 
with a winning attack) 2 
Qxb8+ Kh7 and now 3 g6+! 
fxg6 4 hxg6+ Kxg6 5 f5+! exf5 
6 Qf4 regains control and, 
with the extra piece, White 
should win

Adhocracy (a) A haphazard 
management style (Collins)
Milliard (c) A thousand 
million (Chambers)
Piqure (b) A puncture made 
by an injection (OED)

Chess — Winning Move

1 Growl
2 Burly
3 Calves
4 Flounder
5 Languish

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 25
Medium 442
Harder 3,889

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
afrit, aft, ait, art, arty, fart, fat, fiat, fit, frat, 
frit, gait, gat, gift, girt, git, graft, gratify, 
grift, grit, iftar, raft, rat, ratify, rift, tag, tar, 
tig, tray, trayf, trifa, trig, try

 times2 Crossword No 9506  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 14

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 36

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 109

x 3

75% 
OF IT

x 6 + 987

+ 11 SQUARE
IT

x 341/
OF IT

÷ 8 + 9

80% 
OF IT

75% 
OF IT

+ 99

+ 14

+

x 2

+ 67 x 2 65/
OF IT

32/
OF IT

90% 
OF IT

157/
OF IT

÷ 2 32/
OF IT

21/
OF IT
+

+ 742 + 885 + 858

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19

Across
 5 State of excited or nervous 

anticipation (8)
 7 Male sweetheart (4)
 9 Ridiculous events or 

behaviour (11)
 10 Machine converting power 

into motion (6)
 12 Attracted, lured (4,2)

H H C C S
H U M O R O U S H O P E
L O U C E L

H A P P E N H E R G E
L T O U N

H E A V E N L Y B O D Y
E R A I

H I G H S P I R I T E D
G O U S Y
H E L E N H O C K E Y
T L C I O D

H E R E H Y P N O T I C
N R S N T

Solution to Crossword 9505

 13 --- franca, practical means 
of communication (6)

 15 Whined, grumbled (6)
 16 Unnecessary (11)
 18 Native American people  

of eastern Canada (4)
 19 Chinese port city (8)

Down
 1 Wide rift (4)
 2 Available via the internet (6)
 3 Treat or prize for good 

behaviour (6)
 4 Destroying utterly (12)
 6 Timing device checked by 

traffic wardens (7,5)
 8 Whenever (3,4)
 11 More loud and discordant (7)
 14 Francis of ---, Italian  

saint (6)
 15 Frenzied person (6)
 17 Tilt, incline (4)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3692

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Moderate No 9418

 Killer Tough No 9419

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The single most important card by 
far is the opening lead card, the 
only card played without a sight of 
dummy. Versus Notrumps, one is 
taught to lead the 4th highest card 
of the longest suit. This is often 
sound advice — trying to set up 
one’s long cards. But one must 
look further than that — and the 
opposing auction will give you 
huge clues. Try to work out the 
shape of at least one of their hands 
based on their bidding 

Take the auction (by the oppo-
nents) 1♥-1♠ -2♦-Pass. Dummy 
has (slightly surprisingly) dropped 
2♦ (the second-suit-rebid is non-
forcing but not often passed in 
practice). Clearly dummy is weak 
but that fact doesn’t help you 
much. It’s dummy’s likely shape 
that gives you the vital clue to the 
best lead. Dummy rates to have 
precisely three diamonds (with 
four, he may have raised to 3♦; 
with two, he wouldn’t have left 
opener in his second suit). With 
three diamonds and two hearts, 
dummy probably would have gone 
back to 2♥, opener’s five-card suit. 
Dummy rates to have only one (or 
zero) heart. Lead a trump to cut 
down ruffing. 

What about our featured auc-
tion — from the 18th World Youth 
Teams Championships Under 26 
series. South has bid and repeated 
clubs, so has five or six cards. He 
surely has good stoppers in dia-
monds and hearts, very likely 
three (even four) cards. His proba-
ble shape is 1♠3♥3♦6♣, 
1♠3♥4♦5♣ or 1♠4♥3♦5♣. 
Notice something about all three? 
They each have a singleton spade. 

South is relying on North for 
the spades for his 1♠  response. 
However, as we know, a response 
doesn’t guarantee a good-quality 
suit — merely four or more cards. 
A spade lead is probably best here. 

West, Ben Kristensen, 
unerringly found a spade lead and, 
to cater to declarer having the 
bare jack or queen, cleverly chose 
the king. Bingo. 

The king won, as declarer’s jack 
was pinned. West continued with 
the ten of spades (top of two), cov-
ered by the queen and Kevin 
Rosenberg’s ace. At trick three, 
East switched to the queen of 
hearts. Declarer forlornly covered 
with the king but West won the 
ace and returned a heart. East won 
the jack and promptly cashed the 
nine of spades. One down. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 3NT 
made at every other table.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 3NT, Opening Lead: ♠K

Dealer: South, Vulnerability: East-West

N 
W     E 

S

        1♣        Pass          1♠         Pass 
        2♣         Pass          3♣          Pass 
        3NT        End

        S     W(Kristensen)     N      E(Rosenberg)

♠A942  

♥QJ6  

♦Q763  

♣85

Teams ♠Q8765  

♥1042  

♦A9  

♣A74

♠ J  

♥K93  

♦KJ85  

♣KQJ62

♠K103  

♥A875  

♦1042  

♣1093

 Bridge Andrew Robson

V O C I F E R O U S
A L A A M S K
U T O P I A N B A M B I
L C R D R A T
T A K E S O M E R S E T

W A M L H E
C R A M P L E A R N
A T P A A N
V I C A R A G E I D E A
I H O H I G N
T H E T A A L S O R A N
Y R C S L A E

C H A T T E R B O X

Sudoku 14,835

Killer 9416

Sudoku 14,836

Killer 9417

Sudoku 14,837

Quick Cryptic 2650

KenKen 6181

Codeword 5189

C O R D O N B L E U K O B E

L E E O R I R

C E L E R I A C S Y R I A N

A L K A S N

A N N U A L N E M A T O D E

D P U I Y Y

J E S S I C A T A N D Y

R T R O O C

A L E X F E R G U S O N

C R A I N R

T H E T I M E S D U G O N G

O C S C E W

O P O R T O H O L O G R A M

I O D E T U L

S N O W A D R I A N M O L E

GK Crossword 229

1 Wail
2 Niche
3 Fringe
4 Examiner
5 Brainless

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

5 6
5 4

6 2

1 5
3 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer tricky

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU

4 5 1
6
3
1 3
4 3 2

5

3 6 2
2 1 4 3 5

4 2 5 1 6
5 6 2 4
1 5 6
2 6 3 1 4
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

5 6
5 4

6 2

1 5
3 4

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku fiendish

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer tricky

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 
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2 1 4 3 5

4 2 5 1 6
5 6 2 4
1 5 6
2 6 3 1 4
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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