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Finding State Jury Instructions

By Jan Bissett and Margi Heinen

fter opening statements, testi-
mony, and closing statements,
jury members retire to delib-

erations with much to con-
sider but only the judge’s instructions to
guide them to their decision. Attorneys
propose instructions for the judge to use at
the end of trial, but also may have con-
sulted jury instructions at the filing of the
complaint since they should contain read-
able elements of the causes of action to be
litigated. Providing the judge with the best
possible instructions is crucial to any law-
suit.? Is it any wonder, then, that research-
ers are often faced with finding appropriate
jury instructions for a particular jurisdiction
or type of action?

In 2000, we surveyed the availability of
state jury instructions on the web, believ-
ing many would be easily accessible.®* At
that time, many were still available only for
purchase in print or CD-ROM rather than
online. We revisited state jury instructions
in 2002* and 2007, and eight years later
we decided to see what has changed. But
before we break down our findings, a cou-
ple of caveats are necessary to assist re-
searchers trying to understand publication
of jury instructions.

Jury instructions are not standardized;
in most cases, they are prepared by indi-
vidual state bench or bar committees, and
most develop their own terminology. They
may be referred to as standard or model or
pattern and may be jury instructions, jury
charges, or requests to charge.

Not all state instructions are published
by the large legal vendors; many are of-
fered by state bar associations or state con-
tinuing legal education publishers. Fastcase
or Casemaker, the legal research services
provided by state bar associations, may
also make state jury instructions accessible

to members. Coverage varies among legal

information’s “Big Three’—Bloomberg Law,
Lexis Advance, and WestlawNext—but their
source directories can help you find jury
instructions. On WestlawNext, look at the
listing under All Content on the front search
page and click Secondary Sources. Select
Jury Instructions from the By Type listing
to display available state and federal jury
instructions. Lexis Advance offers a simi-
lar listing—click Browse at the top of the
search screen, then Sources and Category,
and the Jury Instructions link appears about
halfway down the list. Both WestlawNext
and Lexis Advance may include specialty

jury instructions along with state and fed-
eral instructions.

The tables on the following pages iden-
tify jury instruction titles by state along
with their availability via the web, Bloom-
berg Law, Casemaker, Fastcase, Lexis Ad-
vance, and WestlawNext. m

Jan Bissett is a librarian with Wayne State Uni-
versity’s Arthur Neef Law Library and an advisory
member of the State Bar Committee on Libraries,
Legal Research, and Legal Publications.

Margi Heinen is the manager of research services for

Sherman & Howard LLC in Denver, Colorado.

their own terminology.

Jury instructions are not standardized; in most
cases, they are prepared by individual state
bench or bar committees, and most develop
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Bloomberg Lexis
State Jury Instruction Law Casemaker | Fastcase® Advance | WestlawNext

Alabama Alabama Pattern Jury Instructions—

Civil, 3d (2014)
Alabama Pattern Jury Instructions—Criminal”

Alaska Civil Pattern Jury Instructions® X X
Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions’ X

Arizona Revised Arizona Jury Instructions—Civil X X X
(RAJI), 5th'°

Revised Arizona Jury Instructions—Criminal X X
(RAJI), 3d"

Arkansas Model Jury Instructions—Civil (AMI)'2 X
Model Jury Instructions—Criminal'® X

California Jury Instructions for Judges and Attorneys— X X X
[Civil (CACI) and Criminal (CALCRIM)]™

Colorado Jury Instructions for Civil Trials X X
Criminal Jury Instructions (2014)' X X

Connecticut Civil Jury Instructions'®
Criminal Jury Instructions”

Delaware Civil Pattern Jury Instructions'®

< X X X

>

Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions'®

District of Standardized Civil Jury Instructions
Columbia for the District of Columbia

Criminal Jury Instructions
Florida Standard Jury Instructions—Civil 2° X

Standard Jury Instructions—Criminal?'

> X X X
>

Standard Jury Instructions—
Contracts and Business Cases??

Georgia Suggested Pattern Jury Instructions—Civil
Suggested Pattern Jury Instructions—Criminal

Hawaii Civil Jury Instructions?

<X X X X

Criminal Jury Instructions?4
Idaho Idaho Civil Jury Instructions?®
Idaho Criminal Jury Instructions?

Illinois Pattern Jury Instructions—Civil 7

<X X X X X X

Pattern Jury Instructions—Criminal 28
Indiana Model Civil Jury Instructions

Pattern Criminal Jury Instructions, 4th

>
X X X X X X X X X X X

lowa? Civil Jury Instructions [Accessible from X X
8th Circuit Library]°

Criminal Jury Instructions [Accessible from X X X
8th Circuit Library]®'

Kansas®? Pattern Jury Instructions for Kansas—Civil, 4th X X

Pattern Jury Instructions for Kansas— X X
Criminal, 4th

(continued on the following page)
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Bloomberg Lexis
State Jury Instruction Law Casemaker | Fastcase® | Advance | WestlawNext

Kentucky Kentucky Instructions to Juries, 5th
Louisiana Civil Jury Instructions, 3d
Criminal Jury Instructions and Procedures, 3d X

Plain Civil Jury Instructions, Part R.
Supreme Court of Louisiana®

Maine Maine Jury Instruction Manual X
[annual, includes civil and criminal]
Maryland Civil Pattern Jury Instructions
Criminal Jury Instructions and Commentary X
Massachusetts Massachusetts Superior Court X

Civil Practice Jury Instructions

Massachusetts Superior Court X X
Criminal Practice Jury Instructions

Criminal Model Jury Instructions®

Criminal Model Jury Instructions X
for Use in the District Court
Michigan Model Civil Jury Instructions®* X X X
Model Criminal Jury Instructions® X X
Minnesota Minnesota Jury Instructions Guides—Civil X
Minnesota Jury Instructions Guides—Criminal X
Mississippi Model Jury Instructions—Civil and X X
Criminal (2012)%
Mississippi Plain Language Model Jury X
Instructions—Civil and Criminal
Missouri Missouri Approved Instructions, 7th— X
Civil (MAI)
Missouri Approved Instructions, 3d—
Criminal (MAI-CR)
Montana Criminal Jury Instructions (MCJI)?®
Nebraska Nebraska Jury Instructions: Including X X X X
Civil Instructions and Criminal Instructions
Nevada Nevada Jury Instructions—Civil X
New Hampshire  Civil Jury Instructions 2015 X
Criminal Jury Instructions [Draff]*?
Criminal Jury Instructions—19854°
New Jersey Model Civil Jury Charges* X X X
Criminal Jury Charges*? X X X
New Mexico New Mexico Uniform Jury Instructions*? X X X X X
conplltor] v Morco Unforn Jy srctons— : ¢ ¢ *
New York New York Pattern Jury Instructions—Civil X

CJI2d—Criminal Jury Instructions*® X
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North Carolina  Pattern Jury Instructions

North Dakota Pattern Jury Instructions#® X X X

Ohio Obhio Jury Instructions X X X X

Oklahoma Oklahoma Uniform Jury Instructions X X X
(Civil, Criminal, Juvenile)*”

Oregon Uniform Civil and Criminal Jury Instructions X X X

Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Suggested Standard Jury X X X
Instructions—Civil
Pennsylvania Suggested Standard Jury X X X
Instructions—Criminal

Rhode Island Model Civil Jury Instructions X X

South Carolina Requests to Charge—Civil, 2d X X
Requests to Charge—Criminal, 2d X X

Suggested Jury Instructions—Civil*®

Suggested Jury Instructions—Criminal*

South Dakota South Dakota Pattern Jury Instructions—Civil X
South Dakota Pattern Jury Instructions—Criminal

Tennessee Pattern Jury Instructions—Civil, 15th X X X
Pattern Jury Instructions—Criminal, X X X

TPI, Updates®°
Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions®!

Lesser Included Offenses®2

Texas Pattern Jury Charges—Civil X
Criminal Jury Charges X X
Utah Model Utah Jury Instructions, 2d (MUJI2d)>? X
Vermont Model Instructions from the Vermont Plain X
English Civil Jury Instruction Committee*
Model Criminal Jury Instructions® X
Virginia Virginia Model Jury Instructions X
(Civil and Criminal)
Jury Instructions X
Instructions for Virginia and West Virginia X
Washington Pattern Jury Instructions®® X X
West Virginia Instructions for Virginia and West Virginia X

Criminal Jury Instructions, éth>”
Wisconsin Jury Instructions—Children

Jury Instructions—Civil

Jury Instructions—Criminal
Wyoming Civil Pattern Jury Instructions

Criminal Pattern Jury Instructions

(continued on the following page)
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