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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 7, 

Chapter 51, Part 14, relative to adult-oriented 
performances. 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 7-51-1401, is amended by adding 

the following language as a new subdivision: 

"Adult cabaret performance" means a performance in a location other than an 

adult cabaret that features topless dancers, go-go dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, 

male or female impersonators who provide entertainment that appeals to a prurient 

interest, or similar entertainers, regardless of whether or not performed for consideration; 

 SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 7-51-1407, is amended by adding 

the following language as a new subsection: 

 (c)   

 (1)  It is an offense for a person to engage in an adult cabaret 

performance: 

 (A)  On public property; or 

 (B)  In a location where the adult cabaret performance could be 

viewed by a person who is not an adult. 

 (2)  Notwithstanding § 7-51-1406, this subsection (c) expressly: 

(A)  Preempts an ordinance, regulation, restriction, or license that 

was lawfully adopted or issued by a political subdivision prior to the 

effective date of this act that is in conflict with this subsection (c); and  
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(B)  Prevents or preempts a political subdivision from enacting and 

enforcing in the future other ordinances, regulations, restrictions, or 

licenses that are in conflict with this subsection (c). 

 (3)  A first offense for a violation of subdivision (c)(1) is a Class A 

misdemeanor, and a second or subsequent such offense is a Class E felony. 

 SECTION 3.  This act takes effect July 1, 2023, the public welfare requiring it, and 

applies to prohibited conduct occurring on or after that date. 


