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 Sudoku Mild No 14,880 Fiendish No 14,881 Super fiendish No 14,882 Word watch
David Parfitt

Rabona
a A flamboyant kick in 
football
b A blackcurrant liqueur
c A medieval stringed 
instrument

Ablutomane
a A protein found in 
cereal grains
b A case of Latin nouns
c A cleanliness obsessive

Mogul
a A Eurasian variety of 
beet
b A bump on a ski slope
c A legendary winged 
rider

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 2665 by Corelli

Across
1 Indian dish female relative 

brought up, we hear (3,5)
5 Politician flanked by two 

African warriors (4)
8 Leave no mark, concealing 

poison (5)
9 Freezing water affected ears: 

SOS! (4,3)
11 Corrupt Conservative with old 

African dictator in art gallery 
(11)

13 Furious at Rome’s conspiracy 
of silence (6)

14 Gradually moves a very short 
distance (6)

16 Cases not kept in a set-top 
unit, unusually (11)

18 Flammable substance that’s 
existed around New Zealand, 
close to wildlife (7)

19 Swimmer in fur coat, much 
warmer, losing head! (5)

20 Several are flying each week, 
first of all  (1,3)

21 Abandon plane? No, lie back! 
(8)

Down
1 Church body welcome after 

November (4)
2 Connect canapé with cooking 

rejection (13)
3 Protest concerning giant 

almost consuming rodent (11)
4 Aviator with tune descending 

on isle (6)
6 US state’s religious service: a 

church employs outside toilet 
(empty)  (13)

7 Sort of ballerinas’ ensemble, 
somewhat reduced (2,1,5)

10 Making last point in sung 
composition (8,3)

12 Colonel, old doctor and I going 
to a S American country (8)

15 Pleasant new English 
description of a creed (6)

17 Architect’s flyer (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11

12

13 14

15

16

17

18 19

20 21

Yesterday’s solution on page 15

©
 P

UZ
ZL

ER
 M

ED
IA

XX

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

 Suko No 4105

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.co.uk

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743

S O R R Y

C E C

C R A S H

U L I

C R Y C

O A K

Lexica 7384

R

S C A R E

A A

G R A S S

G O

W O O D E N

Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5087
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098

 Bridge Andrew Robson

L A G E R L O U T F O E
A A U C R O A
B O L D E S T I N N E R
S L A A D N
P E R A D V E N T U R E
O C E G S

S E N A T E B L I G H T
A R H E L
I N T H E H O T S E A T
L H S O M M
I D O L S P A D R O N E
N R E L O U N
G I N S H A T T E R E D

Sudoku 14,877

Killer 9444

Sudoku 14,878

Killer 9445

Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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 Kakuro No 3703
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4744 KenKen Difficult No 6196

7 16 12 4 10 4 3
4

13
3

34
7

23 6
32

16 11
6 13

16
6

17
13

24 4
39 3

17
17 31

30
25 16

20 7 14

16
14

17
16

17
23 35

24 17 4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2234

 Lexica Easy No 7385 Hard No 7386

M

R

O

E

N

E

U

S

I

T A

G A

A D

W R

H O

R A

S D

T

E

I

R

U

E

P

T

T

E

M

S

P E

D

K C

C I

W S

 Codeword No 5204

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDqDkDW4] 
à0bDpgp0p] 
ßn0WDpDWD] 
ÞDN0WDWDW] 
ÝQDW)nGWD] 
ÜDW)B)NDW] 
ÛP)WDW)P)] 
Ú$WDWIWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Rosen-
Vlassov, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
In recent years, a system 
pioneered by the Georgian 
grandmaster, Baadur Jobava, has 
become popular. This involves 
opening 1 d4 with a follow up of 
Nc3 and Bf4. This creates a 
strange impression but is not easy 
to counter. If Black is not careful, 
as here, things can go very wrong. 
How did White win material? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23

A A B D E E E E

G I I K L M M M

N N O O O O R R

R S S T T U V W

1 When empty, better to have 
chocolate (5)

2 Mike and Daisy in control (6)

3 Emerge unscathed from veto Reg 
organised (3,4)

4 Furiously dig, turning back 
barrier (4,3)

5 Menacing, nothing less, after 
grabbing Oscar (7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4744 KenKen Difficult No 6196

7 16 12 4 10 4 3
4

13
3

34
7

23 6
32

16 11
6 13

16
6

17
13

24 4
39 3

17
17 31

30
25 16

20 7 14

16
14

17
16

17
23 35

24 17 4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2234

 Lexica Easy No 7385 Hard No 7386
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 Codeword No 5204

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDqDkDW4] 
à0bDpgp0p] 
ßn0WDpDWD] 
ÞDN0WDWDW] 
ÝQDW)nGWD] 
ÜDW)B)NDW] 
ÛP)WDW)P)] 
Ú$WDWIWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Rosen-
Vlassov, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
In recent years, a system 
pioneered by the Georgian 
grandmaster, Baadur Jobava, has 
become popular. This involves 
opening 1 d4 with a follow up of 
Nc3 and Bf4. This creates a 
strange impression but is not easy 
to counter. If Black is not careful, 
as here, things can go very wrong. 
How did White win material? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 
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21 198 57 88
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36 176 22 128
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1 When empty, better to have 
chocolate (5)

2 Mike and Daisy in control (6)

3 Emerge unscathed from veto Reg 
organised (3,4)

4 Furiously dig, turning back 
barrier (4,3)

5 Menacing, nothing less, after 
grabbing Oscar (7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

- - - - - -
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- - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743

S O R R Y

C E C

C R A S H

U L I

C R Y C

O A K

Lexica 7384

R

S C A R E

A A

G R A S S

G O

W O O D E N

Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5087
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098

 Bridge Andrew Robson

L A G E R L O U T F O E
A A U C R O A
B O L D E S T I N N E R
S L A A D N
P E R A D V E N T U R E
O C E G S

S E N A T E B L I G H T
A R H E L
I N T H E H O T S E A T
L H S O M M
I D O L S P A D R O N E
N R E L O U N
G I N S H A T T E R E D

Sudoku 14,877

Killer 9444

Sudoku 14,878

Killer 9445

Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4744 KenKen Difficult No 6196

7 16 12 4 10 4 3
4

13
3

34
7

23 6
32

16 11
6 13

16
6

17
13

24 4
39 3

17
17 31

30
25 16

20 7 14

16
14

17
16

17
23 35

24 17 4
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2234

 Lexica Easy No 7385 Hard No 7386
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 Codeword No 5204

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDqDkDW4] 
à0bDpgp0p] 
ßn0WDpDWD] 
ÞDN0WDWDW] 
ÝQDW)nGWD] 
ÜDW)B)NDW] 
ÛP)WDW)P)] 
Ú$WDWIWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Rosen-
Vlassov, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
In recent years, a system 
pioneered by the Georgian 
grandmaster, Baadur Jobava, has 
become popular. This involves 
opening 1 d4 with a follow up of 
Nc3 and Bf4. This creates a 
strange impression but is not easy 
to counter. If Black is not careful, 
as here, things can go very wrong. 
How did White win material? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23

A A B D E E E E

G I I K L M M M

N N O O O O R R

R S S T T U V W

1 When empty, better to have 
chocolate (5)

2 Mike and Daisy in control (6)

3 Emerge unscathed from veto Reg 
organised (3,4)

4 Furiously dig, turning back 
barrier (4,3)

5 Menacing, nothing less, after 
grabbing Oscar (7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 462
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your mind 
with these 
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word and 
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puzzles
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4744 KenKen Difficult No 6196
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2234

 Lexica Easy No 7385 Hard No 7386
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 Codeword No 5204

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDqDkDW4] 
à0bDpgp0p] 
ßn0WDpDWD] 
ÞDN0WDWDW] 
ÝQDW)nGWD] 
ÜDW)B)NDW] 
ÛP)WDW)P)] 
Ú$WDWIWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Rosen-
Vlassov, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
In recent years, a system 
pioneered by the Georgian 
grandmaster, Baadur Jobava, has 
become popular. This involves 
opening 1 d4 with a follow up of 
Nc3 and Bf4. This creates a 
strange impression but is not easy 
to counter. If Black is not careful, 
as here, things can go very wrong. 
How did White win material? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23

A A B D E E E E

G I I K L M M M

N N O O O O R R

R S S T T U V W

1 When empty, better to have 
chocolate (5)

2 Mike and Daisy in control (6)

3 Emerge unscathed from veto Reg 
organised (3,4)

4 Furiously dig, turning back 
barrier (4,3)

5 Menacing, nothing less, after 
grabbing Oscar (7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -

- - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 
- - - - - - -

 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10

What are your favourite 
puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Tricky No 462

Challenge 
your mind 
with these 
fiendish 

word and 
number 
puzzles

thetimes.co.uk/
bookshop
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Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 4744 KenKen Difficult No 6196
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already 
provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main grid 
and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only straight sections and 
curved sections. The track cannot cross itself.

 Train Tracks No 2234

 Lexica Easy No 7385 Hard No 7386
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 Codeword No 5204

 Winning Move

 Tetonor

W________W 
árDqDkDW4] 
à0bDpgp0p] 
ßn0WDpDWD] 
ÞDN0WDWDW] 
ÝQDW)nGWD] 
ÜDW)B)NDW] 
ÛP)WDW)P)] 
Ú$WDWIWDR] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play.  
This position is from Rosen-
Vlassov, Titled Tuesday, 
chess.com 2024. 
 
In recent years, a system 
pioneered by the Georgian 
grandmaster, Baadur Jobava, has 
become popular. This involves 
opening 1 d4 with a follow up of 
Nc3 and Bf4. This creates a 
strange impression but is not easy 
to counter. If Black is not careful, 
as here, things can go very wrong. 
How did White win material? 

The next Tetonor puzzle will appear on Tuesday

When complete, the strip below the grid can be split into eight pairs of 
numbers. Adding the numbers in a pair gives one of the 16 numbers in 
the grid. Multiplying them gives a different number in the grid. For 
example, a 4 and 6 in the strip could be paired to make 10 (4+6) and 24 
(4x6) in the grid. Enter each sum below the corresponding number in the 
grid. The blanks in the strip must be deduced, bearing in mind the 
numbers are listed in ascending order. 

                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23
                 

   

 

 

             
    

   

             
  

   

              

 

 

            

2 3  4   9  11 11   22    

21 198 57 88

126 19 90 31

36 176 22 128

72 27 110 23

A A B D E E E E

G I I K L M M M

N N O O O O R R

R S S T T U V W

1 When empty, better to have 
chocolate (5)

2 Mike and Daisy in control (6)

3 Emerge unscathed from veto Reg 
organised (3,4)

4 Furiously dig, turning back 
barrier (4,3)

5 Menacing, nothing less, after 
grabbing Oscar (7)

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

- - - - -
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 Quintagram®
Solve all five cryptic clues using each 
letter underneath once only

For more puzzles, including
Mini Sudoku, extra Codeword, 

Train Tracks and Futoshiki
go to page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743

S O R R Y

C E C

C R A S H

U L I

C R Y C

O A K

Lexica 7384

R

S C A R E

A A

G R A S S

G O

W O O D E N

Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)

 Cell Blocks No 5087
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098

 Bridge Andrew Robson

L A G E R L O U T F O E
A A U C R O A
B O L D E S T I N N E R
S L A A D N
P E R A D V E N T U R E
O C E G S

S E N A T E B L I G H T
A R H E L
I N T H E H O T S E A T
L H S O M M
I D O L S P A D R O N E
N R E L O U N
G I N S H A T T E R E D

Sudoku 14,877

Killer 9444

Sudoku 14,878

Killer 9445

Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743
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C R Y C

O A K
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Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
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S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098

 Bridge Andrew Robson

L A G E R L O U T F O E
A A U C R O A
B O L D E S T I N N E R
S L A A D N
P E R A D V E N T U R E
O C E G S

S E N A T E B L I G H T
A R H E L
I N T H E H O T S E A T
L H S O M M
I D O L S P A D R O N E
N R E L O U N
G I N S H A T T E R E D

Sudoku 14,877

Killer 9444

Sudoku 14,878

Killer 9445

Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743

S O R R Y

C E C

C R A S H

U L I

C R Y C

O A K

Lexica 7384

R

S C A R E

A A

G R A S S

G O

W O O D E N

Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098

 Bridge Andrew Robson

L A G E R L O U T F O E
A A U C R O A
B O L D E S T I N N E R
S L A A D N
P E R A D V E N T U R E
O C E G S

S E N A T E B L I G H T
A R H E L
I N T H E H O T S E A T
L H S O M M
I D O L S P A D R O N E
N R E L O U N
G I N S H A T T E R E D

Sudoku 14,877

Killer 9444

Sudoku 14,878

Killer 9445

Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



MindGames

Times Crossword 28,906 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,905

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 6 87

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

D E A T H L E S S S A L S A
I W E R I T O R
S U L T A N A G L A M O U R
M V S N T S A
I R A T E E P I C U R E A N
S B N F S C G
S C A R L A T T I B A R E

N Y H E T N
D I D O E N D U R A N C E
E O Q S E O X
V I N D U P A Y S N A N N A
I M I U H C C
C L E A V E R I N H A B I T
E N E U R E O E
S A T Y R S W E A R W O R D

 1 Choose not to take part in work 
with solicitor (3,3)

 5 Fine food shop to provide food, 
mostly (8)

 9 Check next to one river and 
another for animals (8)

 10 Elite individuals go after 
information (6)

 11 Terribly bad, bad local I repeatedly 
trashed (10)

 13 Has drinks, but no starter (4)
 14 Article in Libération covering 

Northern French city (4)
 15 Beset by trouble, degenerate shows 

sign of slowing down (5,5)
 18 Frequent drinking you ultimately 

had reduced (10)
 20 Prejudice in book reported to be 

cut back (4)
 21 Tool does some calculations, we’re 

told (4)
 23 Vessels requiring knotted ropes at 

bow (5,5)
 25 A very loud, cool thing (6)
 26 It’s not important to gossip about 

an award (2,6)
 28 Used sneaky tactic filling in legal 

document (8)
 29 Short, extremely showy gesture of 

respect (6)

 2 In part, Republican denies 
manoeuvring for the top job? (9)

 3 Old writer featuring in upcoming 
total collected works (7)

 4 Cup match level until just before 
the end (3)

 5 Greek party in charge of 
suppressing resistance (5)

 6 Support key objective with sources 
of extra reserved money (5,6)

 7 Nicola messily devours the filling 
from any creamy pastry (7)

 8 Cycle around centre of big Italian 
city (5)

 12 Political group identified by your 
and my piece in LA Times (6,5)

 16 Fit cheap, tatty clothes (3)
 17 Cold male lacking pretence (9)
 19 I shout out loud and look up and 

down (7)
 20 Somebody maybe taking a punt 

eating tail of foul fish (7)
 22 Excellent, regularly noted author 

(5)
 24 Overcome, journalist enjoyed the 

delights of Bordeaux? (5)
 27 One held by host? (3)

Times Crossword 28,906 across down Yesterday’s solution 28,905

Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757 
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute 
plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

1 2 3 4 5 6 87

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27

28 29

D E A T H L E S S S A L S A
I W E R I T O R
S U L T A N A G L A M O U R
M V S N T S A
I R A T E E P I C U R E A N
S B N F S C G
S C A R L A T T I B A R E

N Y H E T N
D I D O E N D U R A N C E
E O Q S E O X
V I N D U P A Y S N A N N A
I M I U H C C
C L E A V E R I N H A B I T
E N E U R E O E
S A T Y R S W E A R W O R D

 1 Choose not to take part in work 
with solicitor (3,3)

 5 Fine food shop to provide food, 
mostly (8)

 9 Check next to one river and 
another for animals (8)

 10 Elite individuals go after 
information (6)

 11 Terribly bad, bad local I repeatedly 
trashed (10)

 13 Has drinks, but no starter (4)
 14 Article in Libération covering 

Northern French city (4)
 15 Beset by trouble, degenerate shows 

sign of slowing down (5,5)
 18 Frequent drinking you ultimately 

had reduced (10)
 20 Prejudice in book reported to be 

cut back (4)
 21 Tool does some calculations, we’re 

told (4)
 23 Vessels requiring knotted ropes at 

bow (5,5)
 25 A very loud, cool thing (6)
 26 It’s not important to gossip about 

an award (2,6)
 28 Used sneaky tactic filling in legal 

document (8)
 29 Short, extremely showy gesture of 

respect (6)

 2 In part, Republican denies 
manoeuvring for the top job? (9)

 3 Old writer featuring in upcoming 
total collected works (7)

 4 Cup match level until just before 
the end (3)

 5 Greek party in charge of 
suppressing resistance (5)

 6 Support key objective with sources 
of extra reserved money (5,6)

 7 Nicola messily devours the filling 
from any creamy pastry (7)

 8 Cycle around centre of big Italian 
city (5)

 12 Political group identified by your 
and my piece in LA Times (6,5)

 16 Fit cheap, tatty clothes (3)
 17 Cold male lacking pretence (9)
 19 I shout out loud and look up and 

down (7)
 20 Somebody maybe taking a punt 

eating tail of foul fish (7)
 22 Excellent, regularly noted author 

(5)
 24 Overcome, journalist enjoyed the 

delights of Bordeaux? (5)
 27 One held by host? (3)
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MindGames
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IA Divide the grid 

into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 13 words, average; 
18, good; 24, very good; 30, excellent

9 6 8 1 3 1 2
7 8 9 3 1 2 4 3 1
9 7 1 2 8 9 7 4

9 7 5 7 2 8 9
8 5 2 9 7 1 6

2 1 8 9 3 8 9
5 1 6 1 5 9 7

2 4 3 1 8 9 3 5
3 1 9 8 5 7 1 2 3
1 2 7 9 2 4 1

Kakuro 3702

Futoshiki 4743

S O R R Y

C E C

C R A S H

U L I

C R Y C

O A K

Lexica 7384

R

S C A R E

A A

G R A S S

G O

W O O D E N

Lexica 7383Cell Blocks 5086 Set Square 3705

Suko 4105

Train Tracks 2233

Rabona (a) A flamboyant 
kick in football (Collins)
Ablutomane (c) A 
cleanliness obsessive 
(Chambers)
Mogul (b) A bump on a ski 
slope (OED)

Word watch

1 Bxe4! is easy to overlook as 
it is positionally undesirable. 
However, after 1 ... Bxe4 
positional niceties become 
irrelevant as White can play 
2 Qxa6! and, after 2 ... Qxa6 
3 Nc7+ Kd8 4 Nxa6, he 
emerges with an extra piece

Chess — Winning Move

1 Vend
2 Visit
3 Govern
4 Instruct
5 Possessor

Concise 
Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 7
Medium 282
Harder 4,519

Brain 
Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 
ahead, ahem, dame, date, death, deem, 
deme, edema, hade, haem, hate, head, 
heat, heated, heed, heme, mate, mead, 
meat, meathead, meed, meet, mete, 
meth, tame, team, teem, thee, them, 
theme, themed

 times2 Crossword No 9520  Brain Trainer
Just follow the instructions from left to right, starting with the number given to reach an answer at the end.

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 27

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 91

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 75 x 7

x 2

x 4 + 84

x 3

– 14

– 77

SQUARE
IT

+ 997

+ 87

– 862

60%
OF IT

– 8+ 7

x 3 40%
OF IT

+ 699

+ 5

75%
OF IT

2/
OF IT

1 3/
OF IT

1

8/
OF IT

7 – 18 3/
OF IT

2

2/
OF IT

1+ 5/
OF IT

1+ – 689

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23

24 25

Across
 1 Merry, mirthful (6)
 4 Gushed out (6)
 9 Exhibition custodian (7)
 10 Fool, blockhead (5)
 11 Kiosk (5)
 13 Mosque official leading  

the call to prayer (7)
 14 --- in the sky, fanciful ideas (3)
 15 Smack the backside of (5)

M E S S U P F I S H
A U E Q R K

S T Y E N A U S E O U S
I D N A T L

U N R E A S O N F A K E
T Y T U

C O M P E L U N L E S S
E V M T

S P U R A L L A T S E A
E S N E Y L

B A S I L I C A I D L E
C S A P N A

B E A T S U G A R Y

Solution to Crossword 9519

 16 Before (literary) (3)
 17 Orchestral drums (I, not Y) (7)
 19 Thin porridge (5)
 21 Seething (5)
 22 Made parallel (with) (7)
 24 Nautical expression of 

compliance (3,3)
 25 (Of hair) pale yellow (6)

Down
 1 Biblical brother of Esau (5)
 2 Excessively wordy (7)
 3 Creative works (3)
 5 Highly volatile situation (6,3)
 6 Ballroom dance (5)
 7 Senior female member (7)
 8 Of linguistic rules (11)
 12 Economical management (9)
 14 Kneecap (7)
 16 Occasion when day and 

night are the same length (7)
 18 Film (5)
 20 Falsely lured or enticed (3,2)
 23 Poorly (3)
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  Polygon  Set Square No 3706

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Bentle No 9446

 Killer Tough No 9447

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Reader Jon Edwards showed me this 
deal from his local club. “Can you 
make 7♦ on ♣J lead?” he posed. 

It’s a very good grand slam. If 
clubs split 3-3, you can discard a 
spade from dummy on the 13th 
club. Failing that, there’s the ruff-
ing heart finesse for a spade dis-
card from hand. No good on the 
layout. 

You can make the grand slam — 
but it’s not obvious how. 

It’s our old friend the dummy 
reversal. You ruff three hearts in 
the long trump hand, thereby mak-
ing it into the short trump hand, 
and thereby generate a seventh 
diamond trick. That’s not enough 
in itself — you’re still a trick short 
— but it’s a necessary start. 

Win the club lead in hand (cru-
cially so) and unblock the ace of 
hearts. Now cross to a diamond 
(saving the two — say leading the 
six to the king) and ruff a second 
heart (saving the two — say ruff-
ing with the nine). Cross to a sec-
ond diamond (ten to the queen, 
West discarding a spade) and ruff a 
third heart (with the jack). 

At trick seven, lead the carefully 
preserved two of diamonds to 
dummy’s three (West throwing 
another spade) and ruff dummy’s 
last heart. We have reached the 
five-card ending across. Can you 
work out how to make all the tricks, 
despite the clubs not splitting? 

You must make the key play of 
cashing the ace of spades before 
crossing to the queen of clubs. This 
is a classic Vienna coup, moving 
the spade threat to dummy (other-
wise the squeeze doesn’t work, 
West discarding after you). You 

cross to the queen of clubs and 
cash dummy’s last diamond, dis-
carding your spade, and it’s white 
flag time for the hapless West. 

Only the singleton diamond 
opening lead defeats the grand 
slam, using up a dummy entry (for 
the dummy reversal) before the ace 
of hearts has been unblocked.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Contract: 7♦, Opening Lead: ♣J

Dealer: North, Vulnerability: Neither

N 
W     E 

S

                                        1NT        Pass         
        3♦           Pass        5♦(1)     Pass 
        6♣(2)      Pass        7♦(3)     End  
(1) Weaker than 4♦ using Fast Arrival. 
(2) Grand slam try asking for third-round 
club control. 
(3) Obliging, although nervous about the lack 
of a major-suit king (he assumed his partner 
has all the aces for the grand slam try).

          S            W              N               E

♠109642  

♥9653  

♦84  

♣75

Pairs ♠Q5  

♥QJ42  

♦KQ53  

♣Q43

♠A8  

♥A  

♦AJ10962  

♣AK62

♠KJ73  

♥K1087  

♦7  

♣J1098

Advanced

N 
W     E 

S

♠10964  

♥-  

♦-  

♣7

♠Q5  

♥-  

♦5  

♣Q4

♠A8  

♥-  

♦-  

♣K62

♠KJ  

♥-  

♦-  

♣1098
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Sudoku 14,879

Quick Cryptic 2664

KenKen 6195

Codeword 5203

1 Brown
2 Master
3 Get over
4 Like mad
5 Ominous

Cryptic 
Quintagram

  Today’s solutions



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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MindGames
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Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
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c A meandering
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Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)
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8 9

10 11
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22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 6
6 4 1 5

2 6
1 5

2 5 3 1
3 2

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU

5 2
2 1 4 3 5 6

5 2 6 1

6 4 3 2

3 6 4 1

1 3 6 4 2 5
4 3
5 2 3 1 6 4

1 5
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Lockdown puzzlesBrain boost puzzles



Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15
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box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 6
6 4 1 5

2 6
1 5

2 5 3 1
3 2

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU
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6 4 3 2

3 6 4 1

1 3 6 4 2 5
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5 2 3 1 6 4
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Fill the grid so that
every column, every
row and every 3x3
box contains the
digits 1 to 9. 5 4 8 6

8 4 6 1
4 7

1 2 3 6 5
9 2

1 4 5 7
2 6 3 8

3
5 4 3

1 8 9
1 2 8 5
9 5 6 2

6 7
2 3 7 5

8 2
3 6 9
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Sudoku Mild No 9138 Fiendish No 9139 Super fiendish No 9140

MindGames
29.06.17

Word watch
by Josephine
Balmer
Fichu
a A shawl
b Llama wool
c A photographic
record

Vaquero
a Dull
b A cowboy
c A meandering
question

Lehenga
a A stone circle
b A dance
c A skirt
Answers on page 15

1 2 7
3 8 4

6 9 8
5 6 4

2 4 7 5
9 7 2

4 1 6
5 4 1

3 6 9
Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 322 5005
before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost 75p
plus your telephone company’s network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

The Times Daily Quiz by Olav Bjortomt

x xxxxx

Answers on page 15

The Times Sudoku Championship 2017
This week we launch The Times Sudoku
Championship 2017. This is your chance to
compete against thousands of other Sudoku
enthusiasts to win £1,000 and be declared The
Times Sudoku champion for 2017. Runners-up
will receive £200 for second place and £100 for
third place. A qualifying puzzle will be
published every day this week (Monday to
Friday) and the 20 fastest solvers for each
puzzle will be invited to compete at The Times
Sudoku Championship on Saturday, September
23 in London. On finals day, all entrants will
compete in two preliminary sessions for one of
12 places in the afternoon final.
Contestants should complete the

qualification puzzle against the clock. Send in
the completed puzzle with your contact details:
name, address, telephone number and email
address. Be sure to note the time taken on the
entry form, otherwise it will not be valid.
Entry is free but contestants who qualify and

accept their place in the final will be required
to pay a £25 entry fee.
All entries must be postmarked by Friday,

July 7. Contestants can enter each day, ie, up
to five times. All entrants will be notified of the
status of their entry by Friday, July 28.
Solutions will be published on Monday, July 10.

The Times Quick Cryptic No 863 by Flamande
Across
1 Potato chips ultimately

followed by dessert (4)
4 Slash cost of delicate material?

(8)
8 Form of classical language got

Linda confused (3,5)
9 A teachers’ union recalled one

in school? (4)
10 Legendary creature still seen

to west of island (4)
11 Colonists, people who pay

their debts? (8)
12 Type of play broadcast at once

(3-3)
14 American composer

responsible for Hair? (6)
16 Secret fascination of Miss

Wood, we hear (8)
18 Portion of corn served with

soft fruit (4)
19 Vehicle returned at eleven (4)
20 A box containing copper?

Absolutely right (8)
22 Money to be made in half-

term holiday (8)
23 Unwell, and so weak in the

end (4)

Down
2 Important part of diet for

adolescent, it’s said (7)
3 Group of model Hindus found

here? (5)
4 Allow any number to ignore

period of fasting (3)
5 Policeman’s list of wrongdoers?

(9)
6 Dog hunting vermin traps

large snake (7)
7 Cosmetic contained in

compact, one realises (5)
11 Class having old-fashioned aid

for technical drawing (3,6)
13 One enthralled by a celebrated

English dancer (7)
15 Resilient characters from

Castile (7)
17 Long period of time before

noon (5)
18 Dad taking teacher around

European capital (5)
21 Initially censor’s unlikely to

make excisions (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

Qualifying puzzle No 4

Title/Name

Address

Time Taken

Telephone Number

Email

Times Newspapers Limited, publishers of The Times and The Sunday Times,
will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and information that
may be of interest to you. Please tick here if you do not want to receive these .

Your information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy which can
be found at www.newsprivacy.co.uk.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Entries for all preliminary puzzles must be
postmarked by Friday, July 7, 2017. Over 18 residents of the UK and ROI only.
One entry per person. The finalists will be the 20 fastest correct entries received
for each puzzle by the Promoter, excluding finalists selected from a previous
puzzle. In addition, the eight finalists from the 2016 finals will be given free
qualifying places for the 2017 championship. Promoter is Times Newspapers
Ltd.Not open to staff of thePromoter andpromotional partner or their families.
Entrants may enter each qualification puzzle, but only one entry per puzzle.
Entrants must state the time it took to solve the puzzle. Only published
qualification puzzles will be accepted as entries. Finals entrants will be notified
before July 28, 2017 andmust confirm their place accordingly. All finalists must
comply with the terms and conditions of the day. The winner will be the fastest
contestant to solve all four puzzles correctly in the grand final. Therewill be two
runners-up. The winner receives a trophy and a cheque for £1,000 and the
runners-up receive £200 for second place and £100 for third place. Amaximum
of 3000 entries will be accepted across all five qualifying puzzles. Finalists will
be responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses. Full T&Cs
are available at http://bit.ly/2rCSRbu

Send your entries to:

The Times Sudoku Championship
PO Box 7778
Colchester CO2 8WH

Yesterday’s solution is on page 15

10 Thursday May 2 2024 | the times

times2

Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 6
6 4 1 5

2 6
1 5

2 5 3 1
3 2

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU

5 2
2 1 4 3 5 6

5 2 6 1

6 4 3 2

3 6 4 1

1 3 6 4 2 5
4 3
5 2 3 1 6 4

1 5

Lockdown puzzles
10 Thursday May 2 2024 | the times

times2

Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16

TRAIN TRACKS

CODEWORD

FUTOSHIKI

SUDOKU

Yesterday’s solutions
SAMURAI

KILLER

SUKO

Solutions in 
Monday’s Times2

Mini 
Sudoku
Fill in the grid so that 
every column, every 
row and every 3x2 
box contains the 
digits 1 to 6

Codeword
Every letter in the 
crossword-style grid, 
right, is represented by 
a number from 1 to 26. 
Each letter of the 
alphabet appears in 
the grid at least once. 
Use the letters already 
provided to work out 
the identity of further 
letters. Enter letters in 
the main grid and the 
smaller reference grid 
until all 26 letters of 
the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper 
nouns are excluded.

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

1 6
6 4 1 5

2 6
1 5

2 5 3 1
3 2

Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout
Samurai medium

Sudoku difficult

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer deadly

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of track go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight sections and curved sections. The 
track cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

Solve Times puzzles interactively with 
same-day solutions at thetimes.co.uk 

MINI 
SUDOKU

5 2
2 1 4 3 5 6

5 2 6 1

6 4 3 2

3 6 4 1

1 3 6 4 2 5
4 3
5 2 3 1 6 4

1 5

Brain boost puzzles


	May02email
	May02Booster

