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Houston gets serious this weekend with two important confer-
ences — the 12th annual Empower business expo, and the
Futures Conference designed to set the community's priorities.

12 National News

Gay marriage

A three-judge panel of a New Jersey appeals court rejects gay
plaintiffs’ same-sex marriage case, sending the matter to the

New Jersey Supreme Court for a final ruling.

18 Pride

Houston Festival

Pansy Division and Sophie B. Hawkins are set to headline the
 better-than-ever Houston Pride Festival next Saturday, an

afternoon and evening event leading up to the Pride Parade.

217 Television
POV

The renowned PO. V. series takes a look at education and sexu-
al politics in Lubbock as it follows a student who's a liberal

" Democrat and a Christian in a conservative community.
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Newshriefs

Dauss
SMU law professor gets probation for
running down bicyclist who blocked way

Jane Dolkert, a well-known Dallas lesbian and tenured Southern Methodist
University law professor, was sentenced by a Dallas County jury on Wednesday to
five years of probation and two years of community service. The same jury on
Tuesday had found Dolkert guilty of aggravated assault after they determined that
she used her car as a deadly weapon when she intentionally struck a bieyelist rid-
ing at White Rock Lake.

Dolkert, driving her Volkswagen Passat, struck bicyclist Tommy Thomas,
knocking him under the car and dragging him for several feet. Dolkert told a
police officer investigating the incident that she had merely “tapped” Thomas'
hicyele as he blocked her way, and that the incident escalated because Thomas
slowed suddenly.

Houston
Hill, retiring gay activist, roasted in style,
served up well-deserved at Pride event

More than one hundred close friends and associates gathered June 10 at
Montrose's Club 1415 to enjoy “The Well-Deserved Roast of Ray Hill.”

“Ray Hill is the man we all love to hate, or hate to love," said Houston CIt_‘,’
Controller Annise Parker of the man known by many as the “Mayor of Montrose.”

In addition to thanking him for his consistent presence in the struggle for
GLBT equality, speakers poked fun of Hill's long career as an advocate for adult-
oriented businesses and prisoners’ rights.

Joining Parker on the dais in skewering Hill were Houston City Council candi-
date Sue Lovell, attorneys Doug Caddy and Jim Skelton and TXT Newsmagazine
managing editor Nancy Ford.

Hill, 62, has said he will retire from full-time activism after chairing the
Futures Conference at Empower 2005. Roast attendees were skeptical.

Pride interfaith service to include readings
from Quran and address by Rev. Shockley

With its theme, “Created good — nothing more, nothing less,” the Houston
GLBT Pride Interfaith Worship Service, scheduled at 7 p.m. Sunday, will include the
liturgy and music of numerous faiths, including Christians, Jews, Muslims,
Buddhists and Hindus.

Coordinators said that the program will also include readings by the Islamic
poet Rumi and selected verses from the Quran, recited by Hassan Zaidi, founder
of the Houston Chapter of the AL-Fatiha Foundation, a group dedicated to the
Muslim GLBT community.

The Rev. Madison T. Shockley I, pastor of Pilgrim United Churc'h of Christ in
Carlshad, Calif., will deliver the keynote address, titled “What's Love Got To De :
With 12" -
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Going for

GLBT chamber gets
busy with Empower
business exposition

By Lorinda Robb
Contributing Writer

Trying to draw Houston’s GLBT
community to a business exposition can
be like trying to scoop all of the min-
nows from Lake Houston with a teacup
strainer.

But for Coy Tow, the challenge of
pulling off such an event in the current
political climate is important to every-
one, gay and straight.

“This convention is the vehicle that

‘| Tets us get face-to-face with corporations

who want to get our business,” he said.- .
Tow is the executive director of the
Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of

. Commerce, a 10-year-old organization

sEEvrTITL YT that promotes busi-

_HOUSTON ness and cultural
development in and around the Houston
area. For Tow, who counts himself
among the chamber’s founders, that
means scoping out new members to find
out where they stand on workplace
issues for their GLBT employees.

“QOur members are very much in line
with GLBT community issues like part-
nets benefits and non-discrimination
workplace policies,” Tow said. “It’s not
just a matter of, ‘T want to do business
with GLBT’s.””

Tow cites the recent attempted boy-
cott by the American Family

" Association of Ford Motor Company

over the carmaker’s inclusive workplace

texas news

the proud

policies and expenditures in support of
gay events. The association — a right-
wing religious group that justendeda
boycott of the Walt Disney Company —

temporarily suspended its boycott earlier.

this month after Ford acknowledged
receiving feedback from some of its
concerned dealers.

But Ford also publicly reaffirmed its
anti-discrimination policies.

“These are people who put their
money where their mouth is,” Tow said
of the automotive giant.

The exposition — tagged “Empower”
— is reaching out in another way this
year. For the first time, advertising dol-
lars are being spent in the Houston
Chronicle, the city’s only daily newspa-
per. While the effectiveness of advertis-
ing in the straight market can’t be meas-
ured yet, “It’s. another step farward i

. Tow said."

Not all of the group’s sponsots are
big names like Deloitte & Touche,
Prudential Financial and Frito-Lay.
AIDS:Foundation Houston is one of 29
nonprofit groups on the chamber’s roster
of members.

Anissa Hill, the foundation’s devel—
opment coordmatcr, said she hopes that
the expo will present nonprofit groups
with an opportunity to reach a big audi-
ence.

“Our funding has gone so awry that

. we don’t have the money that we did for

outreach and other programs,” she said.
“But it’s great to have an umbrella like
this for these agencies and corporations
to come together.”

For Tow, providing help in ongoing
struggles like the AIDS epidemic and
equal rights for the GLBT community
are a bi'g part of the chamber’s puIpose.

Formulating the ‘Gay

- g T L L R | T T T U Ta

RONE GORADIVTAT Newsmagazing
GAY DOLLAR POWER Coy Tow, executive director
- for the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of
Commerce, is one of the original founders of
Empower Houston’s annual gay business expo.

“We re all consumers first,” he said.
“We make buying decisions every day.
The only way we’re going to achieve
equal rights is to have loyalty to our-
selves and our supporters.”

The event will also feature a series
of speakers on issues like aging, legal,
religious and political activism.
Performers — including contemporary-
spiritual singer Christian Andréason and
alternative singer-songwriter Sarah
Golden — will provide music throughout
the weekend.

Empower is scheduled June 1 8-19 at
Exhibit Hall B of the George R. Brown
Convention Center, 1001 Avemda de las
Amencas

EJJ Contact the writer: Loyeehaw@yahoom
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slowed suddenly.

Houston

Hill, retiring gay activist, roasted in style,
served up well-deserved at Pride event

More than one hundred close friends and associates gathered June 10 at
Montrose’s Club 1415 to enjoy “The Well-Deserved Roast of Ray Hill."

“Ray Hill is the man we all love to hate, or hate to love,” said Houston City
Controller Annise Parker of the man known by many as the “Mayor of Montrose.”

In addition to thanking him for his consistent presence in the struggle for
GLBT equality, speakers poked fun of Hill's long career as an advocate for adult-
oriented businesses and prisoners’ rights.

Joining Parker on the dais in skewering Hill were Houston City Council candi-
date Sue Lovell, attorneys Doug Caddy and Jim Skelton and TXT Newsmagazine
managing editor Nancy Ford.

Hill, 62, has said he will retire from full-time activism after chairing the
Futures Conference at Empower 2005. Roast attendees were skeptical.

HousTon
Pride interfaith service to include readings

from Quran and address by Rev. Shockley

With its theme, “Created good — nothing more, nothing less,” the Houston
GLBT Pride Interfaith Worship Service, scheduled at 7 p.m. Sunday, will include the
liturgy and music of numerous faiths, including Christians, Jews, Muslims,
Buddhists and Hindus.

Coordinators said that the program will also include readmgs by the Islamic
poet Rumi and selected verses from the Quran, recited by Hassan Zaidi, founder
of the Houston Chapter of the AL-Fatiha Foundation, a group dedicated to the
Muslim GLBT community.

The Rev. Madison T. Shockley |1, pastor of Pilgrim United Church of Christ in
Carlsbad, Calif., will deliver the keynote address, titled “What's Love Got To Do
With It2" :

The service will be held at Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church
Iocated at 2025 West 11th Ave. at T.C. Jester Boulevard.

HousToN
Center for AIDS accepting applications
for Project LEAP 2005; 35 to be enrolled

HIV-positive people who want to get involved in the HIV grant allocation
process are invited to apply for Project LEAP 2005, said representatives from
Center for AIDS.

Project LEAP — an acronym for Leaming, Empowerment, Advacacy, and
Participation — is rated by people living with AIDS as one of the most compre-
hensive advocacy training programs for HIV-positive individuals in the nation. It
provides graduates with the knowledge and opportunities o get involved in the
community and ta serve on the Ryan White Planning Council, coordinators said.

The free training program is scheduled each Wednesday for 17 weeks, begin-
ning July 6 at the Center for AIDS, located at 1407 Hawthorne St. Attendance at all

sessions is required.
Only 35 people will be enrolled. To apply, contact Bernie Vazquez at 713- 527-

8219 or Bernie@centerforaids.org, Applications are also accepted online at
Centerforaids.org/leapapp.pdf.

De nKe yINg 10 Scoop all of the min-
nows from Lake Houston with a teacup
strainer.

But for Coy Tow, the challenge of
pulling off such an event in the current
political climate is important to every-
one, gay and straight.

“This convention is the vehicle that
lets us get face-to-face with corporations
who want to get our business,” he said.

Tow is the executive director of the
Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of
Commerce, a 10-year-old organization

that promotes busi-
ness and cultural
development in and around the Houston
area. For Tow, who counts himself
among the chamber’s founders, that
means scoping out new members to find
out where they stand on workplace
issues for their GLBT employees.

“Our members are very much in line
with GLBT community issues like part-
ners benefits and non-discrimination
workplace policies,” Tow said. “It’s not
just a matter of, ‘I want to do business
with GLBT’s.”

Tow cites the recent attempted boy-
cott by the American Family
Association of Ford Motor Company
over the carmaker’s inclusive workplace

of the automotive giant. "

The exposition — tagged “Empower”
— is reaching out in another way this
year. For the first time, advertising dol-
lars are being spent in the Houston
Chronicle, the city’s only daily newspa-
per. While the effectiveness of advertis-
ing in the straight- market can’t be meas-
ured yet, “It’s an()ther step forward,”

- Tow said.

Not all of the grouip’s sponsors are
big names like Deloitte & Touche,
Prudential Financial and Frito-Lay.
AIDS Foundation Houston is one of 29
nonprofit groups on the chamber’s roster
of members,

Anissa Hill, the foundation’s devel~
opment coordinator, said she hopes that
the expo will present nonprofit groups
with an opportunity to reach a big audi-
ence.

“Qur funding has gone so awry that
we don’t have the money that we did for
outreach and other programs,” she said.
“But it’s great to have an umbrella like
this for these agencies and corporations
to come together.”

For Tow, providing help in ongoing
struggles like the AIDS epidemic and
equal rights for the GLBT community
are a big part of the chamber’s purpose.

RON| GORADIA/TXT Newsagazing
GAY DOLLAR POWER Coy Tow, executive director
for the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of
Commerce, is one of the original founders of
Empnwer Houston's a:snual gay business expo.

“We e all consurners ﬁmt " he said.
“We make buying decisions every day.
The only way we're going to achieve
equal rights is to have loyalty to our-
selves and our supporters.”

The event will also feature a series
of speakers on issues like aging, legal,
religious and political activism.
Performers — including contemporary-
spiritual singer Christian Andréason and
alternative singer-songwriter Sarah
Golden — will provide music throughout
the weekend.

Empower is scheduled June 18-19 at
Exhibit Hall B of the George R. Brown
Convention Center, IOOI Avenida de las
Americas.

#3 Contact the writer: Loyeehaw@yahao.com
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Veteran activists gear up
for Saturday’s Futures

Conference at Empower

By Lorinda Robb
Contributing Writer

On Saturday, members of greater
Houston’s queer and supportive commu-
nity will peel off a slice of history to
make their way into the future.

Since December 2004, the
Conference for the Futures of LGTIQA
Residents of the Houston Metropolitan

Area has held
HOUSTON monthly meetings to
prepare an ambitious presentation of the

eight-county region’s official gay agen-
da.

Saturday’s presentation includes a
49-page document of resolutions that
paint broad strokes for the community's
hopes and plans for concerns such as the
legal treatment of GLBT families, elder-
ly care, youth and political goals.

] LODKING AHEAD
Sally Huffer, who
works at Montrose
Counseling Center,
hopes the Futures
Conference will
bring “unity and
community” to
Houston's gay
men, lesbians,
bisexuals and
transgenders.
NANCY FORD/TXT
Newsmagazine
The conference has its historical
roots in Town Hall Meeting I in June
1978. A group of activists and their sup-
porters met at the Astro Arena in
response to a yearlong battle begun by
Continued, Next Page
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From Page 5 - | “Frye. She said that the finished work will be
Anita Bryant’s nationwide tirade against made available to conference attendees.
homosexuals. “This is now the gay agenda, and it’s

The 1978 meeting bore fruit with the for- extremely important,” she said. “Frequently,
mation of long-standing organizations like the | the Christianites point hatefully to some mys-
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard, Gay Hispanic terious agenda in a derisive tone.”

Caucus, Montrose Clinic and Montrose Montrose Counseling Center is one of the
Softball League, coordinators said. groups born of the 1978 meeting. Sally

Longtime community activist Ray Hill, Huffer, the clinic’s community projects spe-
one of the founders of the original meeting cialist, wrote or co-wrote eight of the resolu-
and also one of three main coordinators of tions regarding inclusion of bisexuals, safe
Saturday’s event, said that the conference’s schools for youth and care for the homeless.
purpose is to give birth to upcoming needs “Just one youth concern is that queer
and prepare a battle plan for the future of youth are getting kicked out in the streets
existing organizations. with no place to go,” she said.

“We're now dying of and dealing with Among her other concerns are removing
things other than AIDS,” Hill said of the the stigma associated with those who have
aging community, “There's breast cancer and | mental health problems, she said.
physical mobility combined with other con- Huffer said her hopes for the event’s out-
cerns.” come are simple. “We need to get together

Hill also said that the community owes again to find unity and community,” she said.
lesbians a great debt of gratitude for all that “It will work best with the more voices we
they have done during the AIDS crisis. have.”

The conference, hosted by the Greater But Frye said that she knows exactly what
Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce, will will happen during the conference. “We can
be Hill’s swan song as he steps away from now say, ‘You want a gay agenda? Well, here
gay activism, he said. it is. What’s your problem?’”

“The Ray Hill that began in the 1960s and The Conference for the Futures of LGB-
raised all hell in your face isn’t needed any- TIQA Residents of the Houston Metropolitan
more,” Hill said. He added that he believes Area will be held on Saturday from 3 p.m. to
that all of the resolutions proposed on 6 p.m.; upstairs from Exhibit Hall B at the
Saturday will be passed. George R. Brown Conyention Center, 1001

Hill said he intends to concentrate his Avenida de las Americas. The entrance fee is
efforts on working for reforms in the Texas $10. Arrangements can be made for those
prison system. who cannot afford the fee by contacting Ray

The conference’s document of resolutions | Hill at 713-523-6969 or
was compiled after the input of volunteers hillray @sbcglobal.net.
during the preceding months by attorney and
veteran transgender activist Phyllis Randolph | #3 Contact the writer: Loyeehaw@yahoo.com

Leshian wins San Antonio council seat

Guajardo beats Suniga by 54.8%
margin, becomes Alamo City’s

first ‘out’ council member

By Dennis Vercher
Staff Writer

Elena Guajardo made political history last

week when she became the first out-of-the-
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p;y;i'cal mobilit; combined with other con-
cerns.”

Hill also said that the community owes
lesbians a great debt of gratitude for all that
they have done during the AIDS crisis.

The conference, hosted by the Greater
Houston GLBT Chamber of Commerce, will
be Hill’s swan song as he steps away from
gay activism, he said.

“The Ray Hill that began in the 1960s and
raised all hell in your face isn’t needed any-
more,” Hill said. He added that he believes
that all of the resolutions proposed on
Saturday will be passed.

Hill said he intends to concentrate his
efforts on working for reforms in the Texas
prison system.

The conference’s document of resolutions
was compiled after the input of volunteers
during the preceding months by attorney and
veteran transgender activist Phyllis Randolph

ALACTILGL TICGELML PEUUIIGLLS ST Jartt.

Huffer said?hcr hopes for the event's out-
come are simple. “We need to get together
again to find unity and community,” she said.

“It will work best with the more voices we
have.”

But Frye said that she knows exactly what
will happen during the conference. “We can
now say, “You want a gay agenda? Well, here
it is. What's your problem?"”

The Conference for the Futures of LGB-
TIQA Residents of the Houston Metropolitan
Area will be held on Saturday from 3 p.m. to
6 p.m.. upstairs from Exhibit Hall B at the
George R. Brown Conyvention Center. 1001
Avenida de las Americas. The entrance fee is
$10. Arrangements can be made for those
who cannot afford the fee by contacting Ray
Hill at 713-523-6969 or
hillray @sbcglobal.net.

1 Contact the writer: Loyeehaw@yahoo.com

Leshian wins San Antonio council seat

Guajardo beats Suniga by 54.8%
margin, hecomes Alamo City’s

first ‘out’ council member

By Dennis Vercher
Staff Writer

Elena Guajardo made political history last
week when she became the first out-of-the-
closet lesbian or gay man ever elected to the
San Antonio City Council.

The 52-year-old retired Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company engineer won nearly 55
percent of the 16,250 votes cast in last
Tuesday's runoff election. She defeated Noel

; . m A. Suniga, an immigra-
tion attorney, to claim
the District 7 council seat. The incumbent,
Julidn Castro, vacated the seat after serving
two terms in order to run for mayor.

Guajardo said she was excited about her
victory and the coming opportunity to serve.

“What makes me excited is the makeup of
the new council,” Guajardo told the San

* Antonio Current. “We have such a potential to |

serve, andformetoheapanofthatteam is
amazing for me."
Guajardo had emerged from the primary

MAKING WAVES Elena Guajardo said of her election to
the San Antonio City Council: “For me to be a part of
that team is amazing.”

west San Antonio. But with seven candidates
in the race, Guajardo failed to win a majority,
requiring the runoff election between the top
two vote-getters.

She was endorsed by the Sierra Club;’
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From Page 6

Association of Social Workers, Tejano
Democrats and Stonewall Democrats, along
with several other groups.

Guajardo earned a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Texas at Austin and a mas-
ter’s degree from Our Lady of the Lake
University, a 2,000-student private university
in San Antonio.

Guajardo’s race was also noteworthy for
another reason — it featured the Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund’s first-ever “independ-
ent expenditure campaign.”

Since it was established in 1991, the
Victory Fund has primarily gathered contribu-
tions from gays and lesbians around the coun-
try and contributed them to the campaigns of
selected out-of-the-closet office-seekers on
local, state and national levels.

But in Guajardo’s race, the group created
a political committee that operated independ-
ently of Guajardo’s campaign. The committee
spent $20,000 to get in touch with voters by
telephone and mail in support of Guajardo,
said Robin Brand, the Victory Fund’s vice
president of campaigns and elections.

Including Guajardo, the last three people
elected to the council from District 7 have
been Latino.

The San Antonio City Council includes a
mayor and 10 council members, Each of the
members is elected from single-member dis-
tricts.

&1 Contact the writer: Vercher@txtnewsmag,com

“Dot by dot
building up

the imace ”

DALTON DEHART/TXT Newsmagazing
PROM ROYALTY King Desire, left, Queen Jasmine. Prince Yvan and Princess

Krystina Vixen, seated, are dressed for a special performance at the 2005
HATCH Alternative Prom.

Dancing queens
— and Kkings

2005’s HATCH Alternative Prom
breaks previous attendance records

By Nancy Ford
Staff Writer

Though competing for attendees with several other Pride-
related events, the 2005 HATCH Alternative Prom for youth,
held June 10, was a huge success, coordinators said.

“We broke all the records,” said HATCH youth services
worker Deb Murphy. “We had to send out for more food.”

Sally Huffer of the Montrose Counseling Center, which spon-
sors the Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals, said: *Tt
was the best prom we ever had. You could barely move.”

Now in its 12th year, the prom, held at the Historic Magnolia
Ballroom in downtown Houston, was attended by nearly 300
people, more than half of of them youths, Murphy said. Adults
attending included volunteers from more than 20 individual and
corporate Sponsors.

“We thank all the sponsors and yolunteers who turned out to
help us make sure this was a safe, sober and unforgettable expe-
rience for the youth,” Huffer said.

&y Contact the writer: Nancy@txinewsmag,com




local, state and national levels.

But in Guajardo’s race, the group created
a political committee that operated independ-
ently of Guajardo’s campaign. The committee
spent $20,000 to get in touch with voters by
telephone and mail in support of Guajardo,
said Robin Brand, the Victory Fund's vice
president of campaigns and elections.

Including Guajardo, the last three people
elected to the council from District 7 have
been Latino.

The San Antonio City Council includes a
mayor and 10 council members, Each of the

held June 10, was a huge success, coordinators said. 4

“We broke all the records,” said HATCH youth services
worker Deb Murphy. “We had to send out for more food.”

Sally Huffer of the Montrose Counseling Center, which spon-
sors the Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals, said: “It
was the best prom we ever had. You could barely move.”

Now in its 12th year, the prom, held at the Historic Magnolia
Ballroom in downtown Houston, was attended by nearly 300
people, more than half of of them youths, Murphy said. Adults
attending included volunteers from more than 20 individual and
corporate Sponsors.
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Transsexual woman accuses San Antonio officer of rape |

Police officer placed on
administrative duty pending

outcome of investigation

By Dennis Vercher
Staff Writer

A San Antonio Police Department officer
was placed on administrative duty last week-

end pending an investigation into an alleged
sexual assault of a 21-year-old male-to-female
transsexual.

The woman said the alleged incident hap-
pened Friday night as she was walking home
near Laredo and Zarzamora streets.

According to the woman, the police offi-
cer pulled up next to her and asked if she had
any outstanding warrants. When the officer
realized the woman had an outstanding traffic

ticket, he told her, “You can go with me or go
to jail,” the woman claimed.

The woman got into the patrol car, saying
she feared for her life. The officer drove to a
secluded area off Zarzamora Street, the
woman said.

The officer then told the woman to get out
and perform a sex act, she said. The officer
then allegedly hit the woman in the face.

*When he punched me in the face, that's

when I knew if I don’t do what he says, he's
going to do really something bad to me,” the
police incident report quoted the woman as
saying.

The woman said the officer forced her to |
undress and sexually assaulted her. Afterward, |
the woman said, the officer dropped her off at
a nearby parking lot. |

&3 Contact the writer: Vercher@t«newsmag.com }

Council disallows combined sales of supplements, prescriptions

Education and certification of
case managers remains thorny

issue for Ryan White group

By Lorinda Robb
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday, the Ryan White Planning
Council, a key player in Houston area AIDS
policy, voted not to allow
the combined sales of
nutritional supplements and prescription
drugs.
Leaders of some smaller agencies earlier

this month expressed fears about the possible
“Wal-Mart-ization” of HIV health care and

MAEDGEN SMILE DESIGNS AT TURTLE CREEK

problems of competing with large companies
merging with each other to create a one-stop
shopping environment.

The planning council makes an annual
determination of the needs and priorities of
people living with HIV in the Houston area.
The information goes to the council’s CEO,
County Judge Robert Eckels, who each fall
sends out grant applications to area agencies.

Competition for the grant money — this
year 23 agencies will compete for just over
$19 million — is stiff. Fred Walters, Jr., exec-
utive director of the Houston Buyers Club, a
supplements supplier, said his agency will
now be able to apply for Title [ money with-
out fear of a huge competitor.

“We love to work with bigger agencies,

but we would have been at the mercy of a
monster,” Walters said.

Walters also said that while input from all
agencies is vital to the needs-assessment
process, he thinks that people working for any
HIV agency should be barred from the coun-
cil and its committees.

The problem of case manager licensing
and education remains a big issue. Charles
Henley of Harris County’s office of HIV serv-
ices said regulations in the CARE Act call for
case managers in Title I agencies to have a
master’s degree in an appropriate field and a
state license.

Terence O’Neill, executive director of
Houston’s Amigos Volunteers in Education
and Service, said at last week’s council meet-

tion was sent back to committee for review.
He said his concerns over downplaying
the role of service-linkage workers — case I
managers with experience but who lack a
master’s degree and license — still stand.
“There is still a vacuum about decisions about
a community-oriented plan for affected peo-
ple,” O'Neill said.
Agencies approved to receive Title [
money get disbursements from March
through the following February. In the year
beginning in 2003, funding increased four
percent from the previous year. In 2004, the
area’s agencies suffered a seven percent cut.

ing the question of case manager accredita- I

#3 Contact the writer: Loyeehaw@yahoo.com
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Adult video s

Dalton to be released af
3-month rehab program
will remain on supervisit

By David Webb
Staff Correspondent

The Texas Board of Pardons and Paro
paroled adult video star Mark Dalton,
officials announced.

Dalton will be released on supervision
he has completed a three-month rehabili
program, said Mike Viesca, director of |
information for the board. Dalton will ri
on supervision until Nov. 1, 2009.

State law forbids making public the ter
Dalton’s parole until he completes the re
itation program, Viesca added.

A two-member panel of the parole
made the decision on May 30.

Dalton, whose real name is Jeramy .
Sons, was serving a five-year sentence
prison near Palestine for possession of ¢
trolled substance.

His latest video, Super Soaked, was rel
while he was in prison. I

Jan Milstead, a former Dallasite W
director of production for Falcon Studios

= . that Dalton’s vide
drawn widespread inf

“It is the Paris Hilton video of gay |
Milstead said in an e-mail message.

Sons’ father, Mark Sons, said he expec
son to enter the rehabilitation program O
I and to be released about 90 days later.

Sons said he and his wife would rathes
their son home immediately, but addex
they are grateful for the board’s decision.
said they have visited Dalton every week
he was incarcerated at the Gurney Unit
Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

“At least i’s the light at the end of th
nel,” said Sons.

Sons has said the believes Dalton was
ad smfaiely ey tha Dantan Connty iSHCE



Education and certification of
case managers remains thorny

issue for Ryan White group

By Lorinda Robb
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday, the Ryan White Planning
Council, a key player in Houston area AIDS
policy, voted not to allow
the combined sales of
nutritional supplements and prescription
drugs.
Leaders of some smaller agencies earlier

this month expressed fears about the possible
*Wal-Mart-ization” of HIV health care and
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problems of competing with large companies
merging with each other to create a one-stop
shopping environment.

The planning council makes an annual
determination of the needs and priorities of
people living with HIV in the Houston area.
The information goes to the council’s CEO,
County Judge Robert Eckels, who each fall
sends out grant applications to area agencies.

Competition for the grant money — this
year 23 agencies will compete for just over
$19 million — is stiff. Fred Walters, Jr., exec-
utive director of the Houston Buyers Club, a
supplements supplier, said his agency will
now be able to apply for Title I money with-
out fear of a huge competitor.

*We love to work with bigger agencies,
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but we would have been at the mercy of a
monster,” Walters said.

Walters also said that while input from all
agencies is vital to the needs-assessment
process, he thinks that people working for any
HIV agency should be barred from the coun-
cil and its committees.

The problem of case manager licensing
and education remains a big issue. Charles
Henley of Harris County’s office of HIV serv-
ices said regulations in the CARE Act call for
case managers in Title I agencies to have a
master’s degree in an appropriate field and a
state license.

Terence O’ Neill, executive director of
Houston’s Amigos Volunteers in Education
and Service, said at last week’s council meet-

ing the question of case manager accredita-
tion was sent back to committee for review.

He said his concerns over downplaying
the role of service-linkage workers — case
managers with experience but who lack a
master’s degree and license — still stand.
“There is still a vacuum about decisions about
a community-oriented plan for affected peo-
ple,” O’Neill said.

Agencies approved to receive Title [
money get disbursements from March
through the following February. In the year
beginning in 2003, funding increased four
percent from the previous year. In 2004, the
area’s agencies suffered a seven percent cut.
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Dalton’s parole until he completes the
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A two-member panel of the parole
made the decision on May 30.

Dalton, whose real name is Jeramy
Sons, was serving a five-year sentenc
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Adult video star granted parole

Dalton to he released after
3-month rehab program,
will remain on supervision

By David Webb
Staff Correspondent

The Texas Board of Pardons and Parole has
paroled adult video star Mark Dalton, state
officials announced.

Dalton will be released on supervision once
he has completed a three-month rehabilitation
program, said Mike Viesca, director of public
information for the board. Dalton will remain
on supervision until Nov. 1, 2009.

State law forbids making public the terms of
Dalton’s parole until he completes the rehabil-
itation program, Viesca added.

A two-member panel of the parole board
made the decision on May 30.

Dalton, whose real name is Jeramy James
Sons, was serving a five-year sentence at a
prison near Palestine for possession of a con-
trolled substance.

His latest video, Super Soaked, was released
while he was in prison.

Jan Milstead, a former Dallasite who is
director of production for Falcon Studios, said
that Dalton’s video has
drawn widespread interest.

“It is the Paris Hilton video of gay porn,”
Milstead said in an e-mail message.

Sons’ father, Mark Sons, said he expects his
son to enter the rehabilitation program on July
I and to be released about 90 days later.

Sons said he and his wife would rather have
their son home immediately, but added that
they are grateful for the board’s decision. Sens
said they have visited Dalton every week since
he was incarcerated at the Gurney Unit of the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

“At least it’s the light at the end of the tun-
nel,” said Sons.

Sons has said the believes Dalton was treat-
ed unfairly by the Denton County justice sys-

Jeramy James Sons Adult video star known as Mark
Dalton will be released on supervision once he has com-
pleted a three-month rehabilitation program.

Prosecutors have not returned numerous
messages left about the case.

State District Judge Carmen Rivera Worley
revoked Dalton’s probation last November on
a 2001 conviction for possessing GHB. She
made the decision after Dalton’s former girl-
friend testifed that he had assaulted her.

Dalton denied that he assaulted the woman
and claimed that she filed the assault charge
against him because she was angry over their
breakup. The girlfriend has maintained in
interviews that she was assaulted.

The assault charge against Dalton was dis-
missed after his probation was revoked. The
girlfriend told prosecutors that she did not
want to pursue the assault charges, but they
continued to press for the probation revocation.

In addition to his conviction for possessing
GHB, Dalton has several convictions for driv-
ing under the influence and failing to wear a
seat belt.
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‘officials announced.

Dalton will be released on supervision once
he has completed a three-month rehabilitation
program, said Mike Viesca, director of public
information for the board. Dalton will remain
on supervision until Nov. 1, 2009,

State law forbids making public the terms of
Dalton’s parole until he completes the rehabil-
itation program, Viesca added.

A two-member panel of the parole board
made the decision on May 30.

Dalton, whose real name is Jeramy James
Sons, was serving a five-year sentence at a
prison near Palestine for possession of a con-
trolled substance.

His latest video, Super Soaked, was released
while he was in prison.

Jan Milstead, a former Dallasite who is
director of production for Falcon Studios, said
that Dalton’s video has
drawn widespread interest.

“It is the Paris Hilton video of gay pom.”
Milstead said in an e-mail message.

Sons’ father, Mark Sons, said he expects his
son to enter the rehabilitation program on July
1 and to be released about 90 days later.

Sons said he and his wife would rather have
their son home immediately, but added that
they are grateful for the board’s decision. Sons
said they have visited Dalton every week since
he was incarcerated at the Gurney Unit of the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice.

*“At least it’s the light at the end of the tun-
nel,” said Sons.

Sons has said the believes Dalton was treat-
ed unfairly by the Denton County justice sys-
tem.
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Jeramy James Sons Adult video star known as Mark
Dalton will be released on supervision once he has com-
pleted a three-month rehabilitation program.

Prosecutors have not returned numerous
messages left about the case.

State District Judge Carmen Rivera Worley
revoked Dalton’s probation last November on
a 2001 conviction for possessing GHB. She
made the decision after Dalton’s former girl-
friend testifed that he had assaulted her.

Dalton denied that he assaulted the woman
and claimed that she filed the assault charge
against him because she was angry over their
breakup. The girlfriend has maintained in
interviews that she was assaulted.

The assault charge against Dalton was dis-
missed after his probation was revoked. The
girlfriend told prosecutors that she did not
want to pursue the assault charges, but they
continued to press for the probation revocation.

In addition to his conviction for possessing
GHB, Dalton has several convictions for driv-
ing under the influence and failing to wear a
seat belt.
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NECESSARY LOSSES? Lambda Legal's Marriage Project
director, David Buckel, says lower court losses are “typi-
cal” in major civil rights cases.

Leshian witch files federal suit against

Case could jeopardize future
rulings affecting GLBT community
and shows danger of ‘rogue’ suits
By Ann Rostow .
Senior Staff Writer

When a gav riehts lawsuit catches the

national news

By Ann Rostow

Court rules against gay marriage

Divided decision in case;
New Jersey’s Supreme
Court to make final ruling

By Ann Rostow
Senior Staff Writer

A New Jersey state appellate court finally
weighed in on the Garden State’s same-sex
marriage case, issuing a ruling in favor of the
state Tuesday.

The three-judge panel split 2-1, delivering
three opinions: the 35-page majority opinion
by Judge Stephen Skillman, a nine-page con-
currence by Judge Anthony Parrilla and a 31-
page dissent by Judge Donald G. Collester.

The case will be immediately appealed to
the New Jersey Supreme Court, which will
have the final word.

As was the case in Massachusetts, New
Jersey’s freedom-to-marry lawsuit was filed
N E:w' ; }E RSEY in state court an({ involves

LD only questions of state
law. The decision of the state supreme court
will be final, and may not be appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

David Buckel, the Marriage Project direc-
tor at Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, said lower court losses were “typical”
in major civil rights cases, and the ruling

challenge to Michigan’s constitutional amend-
ment. Olson, 48, filed suit in U.S. District
Court in Kalamazoo, using a complaint with
large sections copied word-for-word from the
2003 Nebraska lawsuit,

Unfortunately, Olson overlooked the fact
that Nebraska’s amendment is phrased very
differently from Michigan’s. Among other

distinctione . Nebragka'e amendment cinolec

brings the litigation one step closer to its final
resolution. Nonetheless, the appellate/loss is
something of a departure from recent results
in other states.

Although lower courts did indeed rule
against same-sex couples in Vermont and
Massachusetts, lately more of the early
rounds have brought victories for the GLBT
plaintiffs. In the last 10 months, for example,
courts in Oregon, Washington, New York and
California have ruled in favor of same-sex
couples.

In Oregon, the state Supreme Court was
obliged to retain the definition of marriage as
a man-woman pairing thanks to the constitu-
tional amendment passed by voters in
November. The case in Washington was
argued before the state Supreme Court last
March, and a ruling is expected this year. As
for New York and California, both those cases
are headed for state appellate courts, but like
New Jersey's litigation, they will eventually
be decided by their respective supreme courts.

- Although other same-sex marriage cases
are underway, these four are the most
advanced. New Jersey now falls into line
behind Washington as one of the two states
most likely to follow Massachusetts in equal-
izing marriage laws. For now, Massachusetts
has a statute blocking couples from out of
state from receiving marriage licenses, but
presumably neither Washington nor New

Nebraska and do not make sense in the con-
text of a case against Michigan. The most
egregious is surely the cut-and-paste reference
to two of the Nebraska plaintiffs, who are
inadvertently presented as a typical Michigan
same-sex couple.

Jessie Olson is also the plaintiff in the

case, along with her partner, Tabitha A.
Flatan

plaintiffs

Jersey would bar nonresidents from marrying
within their borders.

As for the opinions from the appellate
court, Judge Skillman relied on familiar-con-
voluted reasoning to determine that, because
marriage is by definition a union of a man
and a woman, gay couples are not being
denied a fundamental right by being exclud-
ed. Judge Skillman cited two recent state
appellate court rulings in support of his posi-
tion, both involving rogue cases filed in
Indiana and Arizona. Skillman and Judge
Parrilla also construed marriage as a social
infrastructure for the promotion of child-rear-
ing.

“What Sarah Lael and her partner lack and
seek may be summed up in the word dignity,”
wrote minority Judge Collester in reference to
two of the plaintiffs. “But there is more they
will gain from lawful marriage. That some-
thing else goes to the essence of marriage and
is probably best left to poets rather than
judges. It is the reason that people do get
married. For marmage changes who you are.
It gives stability, legal protection and recogni-
tion by fellow citizens. It provides a unique
meaning to everyday life, for legally, person-
ally and spiritually a married person is never
really alone. Few would choose life different-
ly.”

&1 Contact the writer: Ann@brtnewsmag.com
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Couples™ meetup group.

Michigan’s constitutional amendment, like
its 17 cousins in other states, is nothing to
sneeze at. Earlier this year, Attorney General
Mike Cox wrote an opinion telling the city of
Kalamazoo that a domestic partner plan that
categorized people on the basis of sexual ori-

entation would now be illegal. In response,
U e T P et R S L et




NECESSARY LOSSES? Lambda Legal's Marriage Project
director, David Buckel, says lower court losses are “typi-
cal” in major civil rights cases.

Leshian witch files federal suit against

Case could jeopardize future
rulings affecting GLBT community

and shows danger of ‘rogue’ suits

By Ann Rostow
Senior Staff Writer

When a gay rights lawsuit catches the
American Civil Liberties Union and the
Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund
by surprise, it’s generally not a good sign.
Lawyers with serious civil rights strategies
consult with the nation’s experts in gay rights
litigation. When court cases appear out of the
blue, filed by individuals on their own initia-
tive, the potential for bad rulings is magnified.
The damage from anti-gay rulings, in turn,

can increase exponential-
ly as one conservative
sourt leans on the previous court’s opinion
ike a crutch.

The phenomenon of rogue cases is bad
‘nough when they break out in state courts.
“ederal suits are even worse. The GLBT legal
:ommunity has only filed one federal mar-
iage case, and that is a highly specific chal-
enge to Nebraska's anti-gay-marriage consti-
ational amendment. But last week, a woman
amed Jessie Olson launched her own federal

2 txt newsmagazine JUNE 17, 2005

marriage case, issuing a ruling in favor of the
state Tuesday.

The three-judge panel split 2-1, delivering
three opinions: the 35-page majority opinion
by Judge Stephen Skillman, a nine-page con-
currence by Judge Anthony Parrilla and a 31-
page dissent by Judge Donald G. Collester.

The case will be immediately appealed to
the New Jersey Supreme Court, which will
have the final word.

As was the case in Massachusetts, New
Jersey’s freedom-to-marry lawsuit was filed

v 10 state court and involves
HEW RS only questions of state
law. The decision of the state supreme court
will be final, and may not be appealed to the
U.S. Supreme Court.

David Buckel, the Marriage Project direc-
tor at Lambda Legal Defense and Education
Fund, said lower court losses were “typical”
in major civil rights cases, and the ruling

challenge to Michigan’s constitutional amend-
ment. Olson, 48, filed suit in U.S. District
Court in Kalamazoo, using a complaint with
large sections copied word-for-word ftom the
2003 Nebraska lawsuit.

Unfortunately, Olson overlooked the fact
that Nebraska's amendment is phrased very
differently from Michigan’s. Among other
distinctions, Nebraska’s amendment singles
out same-sex couples and specifically outlaws
domestic partnerships, civil unions, and other
legal ties between gay and lesbian couples.
Michigan’s constitutional amendment simply
defines marriage as a union between a man
and a woman.

Olson also ignored the fact that
Nebraska’s amendment was in force for three
years before Lambda and the ACLU filed
their lawsuit. By that time, the amendment
had demonstrably kept gay men and lesbians
from participating in the political process. In
fact, a proposed bill that would have allowed
survivors to make funeral arrangements for
their partners had been pulled thanks to the
amendment. By contrast, the Michigan
amendment is only seven months old and has
not yet affected the community’s ability to
lobby the Legislature.

There are many other passages in the pla-
giarized complaint that apply directly to

couples. :
In Oregon, the state Supreme Court was.
obliged to retain the definition of marriage as.
4 man-woman pairing thanks to the constitu-.
tional amendment passed by voters in
November. The case in Washington was
argued before the state Supreme Court last
March, and a ruling is expected this year. As
for New York and California, both those cases
are headed for state appellate courts, but like
New Jersey’s litigation, they will eventually
be decided by their respective supreme courts.
- Although other same-sex marriage cases
are underway, these four are the most
advanced. New Jersey now falls into line
behind Washington as one of the two states
most likély to follow Massachusetts in equal-
izing marriage laws. For now, Massachusetts
has a statute blocking couples from out of
state from receiving marriage licenses, but

presumably neither Washington nor New

Nebraska and do not make sense in the con-
text of a case against Michigan. The most
egregious is surely the cut-and-paste reference
to two of the Nebraska plaintiffs, who are
inadvertently presented as a typical Michigan
same-sex couple.

Jessie Olson is also the plaintiff in the
case, along with her partner, Tabitha A.
Flatau.

Olson is signed up for a number of local
“meetup” groups, including the Grand Rapids

The phenomenon of
rogue cases is bad
enough when they break
out in state courts.

vampires, the witches, the pagans, the “mag-
ickal” group, and the Wiccans, Olson
describes herself as a “left-hand practitioner,
with “more that 30 years of study & practice
[and a] large collection of texts and gri-
moires.” A “grimoire” is a magical workbook,
or book of spells. Olson signed up for all the
groups on May 9 of this year, when she and

Flatau also joined the “Michiana OUT GLBT

or-orsamessex 7 tion; both mvolving rogue cases filed'in

Indiana and Arizona. Skillman and Judge
Parrilla also construed marriage as a social
infrastructure for the promotion of child-rear-
ing.
“What Sarah Lael and her partner lack and
seek may be summed up in the word dignity,”
wrote minority Judge Collester in reference to
two of the plaintiffs. “But there is more they
will gain from lawful marriage. That some-
thing else goes to the essence of marriage and
is probably best left to poets rather than
judges. It is the reason that people do get
married. For marriage changes who you are.
It gives stability, legal protection and recogni-
tion by fellow citizens. It provides a unique
meaning to everyday life, for legally, person-
ally and spiritually a married person is never
really alone. Few would choose life different-

ly.“

#1 Contact the writer: Ann@htnewsmag.com

Michigan

Couples™ meetup group.

Michigan’s constitutional amendment, like
its 17 cousins in other states, is nothing to
sneeze at. Earlier this year, Attorney General
Mike Cox wrote an opinion telling the city of
Kalamazoo that a domestic partner plan that
categorized people on the basis of sexual ori-
entation would now be illegal. In response,
the ACLU filed suit in state court to clarify
the scope of the amendment. Nevertheless, a
federal lawsuit — if bungled — risks creating
a bad precedent that in this case could expand
throughout the jurisdiction of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit (Michigan,
Ohio, Tennessee and Kentucky), influence
other federal appellate courts, and maybe
even wind up before the U.S. Supreme Court.

Any federal court opinion that allows
states like Michigan to amend gays and les-
bian out of their constitutions would clearly
be a disaster for GLBT people, just as a rul-
ing in favor of the ACLU and Lambda in
Nebraska would be a powerful blow to the
growing number of states with anti-gay-mar-
riage amendments. That case won a lower
court victory last month and is now heading
to a showdown before the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Eighth Circuit.

#y Contact the writer: Ann@bnewsmag.com
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New YORK STATE
‘Don’t ask’ opponents pick up
new allies amid recruitment woes

NEW YORK — Critics of the military’s "don’t ask, don't
tell" policy are gaining new allies, including a few conserva-
tive congressman and a West Point professar, as the military
fails to meet recruitment goals since the beginning of the
war with Irag.

As part of their strategy, opponents of the policy are
now highlighting the ongoing struggles of Army and Marine
recruiters. The Servicemembers Defense Network says in a
new report that the military is involuntarily discharging
highly trained specialists, including combat engineers and
linguists capable of speaking Arabic and Farsi, while the
Pentagon is facing “extreme challenges in recruiting and
retaining troops.”

Still, neither the White House nor the Pentagon has
given any indication that they will drop their longstanding
support for the policy, adopted in 1993 as a compromise
between the Clinton administration and Congress. The polio-
cy requires gays who acknowledge their orienation tn be dis-
charged.

PENNNSYLVANIA
Book is slammed for a theme
of religion’s role in secular life

PHILADELPHIA — In a county where a courthouse
plaque of the Ten Commandments led to a long battle in the
federal courts, a new summer reading program is causing a
controversy about the role of religion in secular life. Critics
contend that Missing Heaven, the book chosen for the new
Chester County reading program, has faith in God as a cen-
tral theme. At least two groups have voiced concerns about
the choice, and county commissioners — wha first endorsed
the selection — apologized, saying they had not read it and
were not fully versed on the subject line.

Opposition to a one-book program selection is unusual
but not unheard of, according to the American Library
Association. In Salt Lake last year, some objected to a book
choice because it contained profanity. In El Paso, some
readers refused to attend a “meet the author” event
because the novelist was gay.

James B. Norton, head of the library system's board of
directors, said the board stands behind its choice. But the
Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia and the Anti-
Defamation League said that Missing Heaven and questions
posed in an accompanying discussion guide have an inap-

WASHINGTON STATE
Court novice wins permission to

circulate petitions on West

SPOKANE, Wash. — A churchgoing single mom and
unemployed florist has succeeded in getting a judge to
approve a recall petition seeking the ouster of Spokane
Mayor Jifn West when others wouldn't touch the issue
because of West's political clout,

A political novice, Shannon Sullivan on Monday argued
her case without a lawyer — frequently apologizing to the
court for her lack of legal acumen — and nevertheless suc-
ceeded in getting a judge to approve a recall petition.

In the process, Sullivan bested three lawyers hired to
protect the mayor from fallout from a sex scandal that
includes accusations of molestations of teenage boys nearly
30 years ago and accusations that he recently pursued
Internet trysts with young men.

Visiting Benton County Superior Court Judge Craig J.
Matheson threw out two recall charges — that West had
used city computers to access a gay chat room on the
Internet and had behaved in a way that hurt the city’s repu-
tation.

But he approved the charge that West offered municipal
internships to young men as a way of manipulating them
into having sex.

Judge Matheson said that issue should be put before
voters.

“That, to my mind, is an improper use of the office,” the
judge said.

West has denied breaking any laws, although he
acknowledged having relationships with adult males. He
said late Monday he was conferring with his lawyers about
whether to appeal the ruling that the recall can proceed to
the signature-gathering phase,

The furor over West began in early May when The
Spokesman-Review newspaper published allegations that
West, a conservative Republican who consistently opposed
gay rights legislation while in the state Legislature, sexually
molested two boys nearly three decades ago when he was a
sheriff's deputy and Boy Scouts leader. It also alleged that
he visited Internet chat rooms for dates and sexually
harassed a young man he recommended for a city job.

Sullivan filed recall documents on May 9, then filed
again May 18 after a procedural error voided her initial work,

“| did it for my nine-year-old son and the youth of
Spokane,” Sullivan said. “| teach my son to respect authori-
ty. | don't think this mayor is a good role model.”

The Justice Department and an independent panel

national

Vermont, Virgii
over jurisdictig

When civil union dissolved,
Vermont court took charge;
Virginia says action impropei

By Ann Rostow
Senior Staff Writer

The most widely watched lesbian custo
case continues in Virginia and Vermont,
where two women have found themselves
a battle of state versus state.

Last week, Gay and Lesbian Advocates
and Defenders filed a brief before the
Vermont Supreme Court, asking the justice
to rale agambt born-again Christian and fol

sy , mer lesbian Lisa Mille,
bt ¥ Jenkins. Miller-Jenkins
has asked the state’s top court to throw out
several family court rulings that recognize
parental rights of her former civil union pa
ner, Janet Miller-Jenkins. Lisa is presently
contempt of court, having ignored the vark
orders of the Vermont judge.

To make a long story short, the two
women met in Virginia in 1997, and travek
to Vermont in 2000 to obtain a eivil union.

Jaime J. Vasquez, D.O.

2929 Welborn Street

PHONE 214.528.1083
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' 'anmon i facing “exreme challenges n recruitng and

retaining troops.”
Still, neither the White House nor the Pentagon has

given any indication that they will drop their longstanding
support for the policy, adopted in 1993 as a compromise
between the Clinton administration and Congress. The palio-
ty requires gays who acknowledge their orienation ta be dis-
charged.

PENNNSYLVANIA
Book is slammed for a theme

of religion’s role in secular life

PHILADELPHIA — In a county where a courthouse
plaque of the Ten Commandments led to a long battle in the
federal courts, a new summer reading program is causing a
controversy about the role of religion in secular life. Critics
contend that Missing Heaven, the book chosen for the new
Chester County reading program, has faith in God as a cen-
tral theme. At least two groups have voiced concerns about
the choice, and county commissioners — who first endorsed
the selection — apologized, saying they had not read it and
were not fully versed on the subject line.

Opposition to a one-book program selection is unusual
but not unheard of, according to the American Library
Association. In Salt Lake last year, some objected to a book
choice because it contained profanity. In El Paso, some
readers refused to attend a “meet the author” event
because the novelist was gay.

James B. Norton, head of the library system’s board of
directors, said the board stands behind its choice. But the
Freethought Society of Greater Philadelphia and the Anti-
Defamation League said that Missing Heaven and questions
posed in an accompanying discussion guide have an inap-
prapriately heavy focus on religion for a public library pro-
gram.
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protect the mayor from tallout trom a sex scandal that
includes accusations of molestations of teenage bays nearly
30 years ago and accusations that he recently pursued
Internet trysts with young men.

Visiting Benton County Superior Court Judge Craig J.
Matheson threw out two recall charges — that West had
used city computers to access a gay chat room on the
Internet and had behaved in a way that hurt the city's repu-
tation.

But he approved the charge that West offered municipal
internships to young men as a way of manipulating them
into having sex.

Judge Matheson said that issue should be put before
voters.

“That, to my mind, is an improper use of the office,” the
judge said.

West has denied breaking any laws, although he
acknowledged having relationships with adult males. He
said late Monday he was conferring with his lawyers about
whether to appeal the ruling that the recall can proceed to
the signature-gathering phase.

The furor over West began in early May when The
Spokesman-Review newspaper published allegations that
West, a conservative Republican who consistently opposed
gay rights legislation while in the state Legislature, sexually
molested two boys nearly three decades ago when he was a
sheriff's deputy and Boy Scouts leader. It also alleged that
he visited Internet chat rooms for dates and sexually
harassed a young man he recommended for a city job.

Sullivan filed recall documents on May 9, then filed
again May 18 after a procedural error voided her initial work.

“I did it for my nine-year-old son and the youth of
Spokane,” Sullivan said, "l teach my son to respect authori-
ty. | don't think this mayor is a good role model.”

The Justice Department and an independent panel
appointed by the city attorney are looking into the miscon-
duct and misuse of office allegations.
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a battle of state versus state,

Last week, Gay and Lesbian Advocat
and Defenders filed a brief before the
Vermont Supreme Court, asking the justi
to rule against born-again Christian and {
g, et lesbian Lisa Mil

% Jenkins. Miller-Jenki
has asked the state’s top court to throw o
several family court rulings that recogniz
parental rights of her former civil union 1
ner, Janet Miller-Jenkins. Lisa is presentl
contempt of court, having ignored the va
orders of the Vermont judge.

To make a long story short, the two
women met in Virginia in 1997, and trav
to Vermont in 2000 to obtain a civil unio
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Vermont, Virginia courts wrangle
over jurisdiction in custody case

When civil union dissolved,
Vermont court took charge;
Virginia says action improper

By Ann Rostow
Senior Staff Writer

The most widely watched lesbian custody
case continues in Virginia and Vermont,
where two women have found themselves in
a battle of state versus state.

Last week, Gay and Lesbian Advocates
and Defenders filed a brief before the
Vermont Supreme Court, asking the justices
to rule against born-again Christian and for-

. mer lesbian Lisa Miller-

* Jenkins. Miller-Jenkins
has asked the state’s top court to throw out
several family court rulings that recognize the
parental rights of her former civil union part-
ner, Janet Miller-Jenkins. Lisa is presently in
contempt of court, having ignored the various
orders of the Vermont judge.

To make a long story short, the two
women met in Virginia in 1997, and traveled
to Vermont in 2000 to obtain a civil union.

Jaime J. Vasquez, D.O.
2929 Welborn Street

PHONE 214.528.1083

Lisa became pregnant through artificial
insemination, and their daughter was born in
April, 2002. A few months later, they moved
to Vermont so that their civil union and the
accompanying family legal rights would be in
force. But the following fall, the women
broke up. Lisa took the baby back to Virginia,
while Janet stayed in Vermont to dissolve
their civil union. By doing so, the Vermont
court took jurisdiction of the entire separa-
tion, including the matters of visitation and
custody.

Although the women started out cooperat-
ing. they grew hostile, and Lisa asked a
Virginia court to wrest jurisdiction away from
Vermont, based on Virginia's “defense of
marriage” laws. Last August, the Virginia
court agreed, and the stage was set for a con-
test that may eventually pit the Vermont
Supreme Court against the Virginia Supreme
Court. If conflict were to continue between
the two states, the only the U.S. Supreme
Court could sort it out, making this dispute
potentially historical. Still, there’s a long road
to travel before such a scenario evolves.

#7 Contact the writer; Ann@txtnewsmag.com
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a battle of state versus state.

Last week, Gay and Lesbian Advocates
and Defenders filed a brief before the
Vermont Supreme Court, asking the justices
to rule against born-again Christian and for-
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el enkins. Miller-Jenkins
has asked the state’s top court to throw out
several family court rulings that recognize the
parental rights of her former civil union part-
ner, Janet Miller-Jenkins. Lisa is presently in
contempt of court, having ignored the various
orders of the Vermont judge.

To make a long story short, the two
women met in Virginia in 1997, and traveled
to Vermont in 2000 to obtain a civil union.
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Although the women started out cooperat-
ing, they grew hostile, and Lisa asked a
Virginia court to wrest jurisdiction away from
Vermont, based on Virginia’s “defense of
marriage” laws. Last August, the Virginia
court agreed. and the stage was set for a con-
test that may eventually pit the Vermont
Supreme Court against the Virginia Supreme
Court. If conflict were to continue between
the two states, the only the U.S. Supreme
Court could sort it out, making this dispute
potentially historical. Still. there's a long road
to travel before such a scenario evolves.
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news with a view

Spokane Mayor Jim West: born again, still gay

At the end of each of their daily online
newsletters, Focus on the Family puts in a lit-
tle quotation. A few weeks ago I was struck
by their selection of a remark by Benjamin
Franklin: “Where liberty is, there is my coun-
try.”

The nerve! This from a group that tries
relentlessly to cram America’s exuberant

and move to San Francisco, “where your
lifestyle is accepted.”

Aside from the fact that San Francisco is
not too crazy about alleged pedophilia, the
city that knows how has also never been big
on (proven) nulcase narcissistic sociopaths
like our friend Mr. Mayor. West wrote the cit-
izen a rambling, self-serving reply, filled with

of Victorian morals on
abstinence, G-rated televi-
sion, banal movies, prim
cheerleaders, goody-two-
shoes teenagers, bland
books and alcohol-free
Sunday socials. Not to
mention the fact that
Franklin himself was a
Deist, like most of the
founding fathers, believing
that God created the uni-
verse and then had nothign
further to do with it.
Franklin even had his
doubts about whether
Jesus, whose philosophy he admired, was
actually divine. As for that question, he wrote
pragmatically to Ezra Stiles a month before
his death: “I think it needless to busy myself
with that now, when I expect soon an
Opportunity of knowing the Truth with less
Trouble.”

Anyway, I ignored the hypocrisy until this
week, when I encountered a citation from
Judge Learned Hand, who said: “Liberty lies
in the hearts of men and women; when it dies
there, no constitution, no law, no court can
save it.”

Are these Focus on the Family people
reading or thinking about their selected
quotes? Do they imagine that they and their
narrow-minded, judgmental, restrictive agen-
da represent standing up for “liberty?” Have
they checked a dictionary lately? It makes me
want to scream.

social corpus into a corset /

- Ann Rostow

Dy nricdn

talk of seeing the light and
finding the Lord.

“I've decided to fill the
emptiness in my life that [
was trying to fill through
other means with a relation-
ship with God,” he wrote.
Are you nauseated yet?.
“I'm also leading the senior
staff of the city of Spokane
to new heights and demand-
ing results on a fast track.”
Oh yeah, right, as we used
to say in the "80s.

Among other things,
‘West is accused of repeated-
ly sodomizing a 12-year-old
boy about 25 years ago, and he is suspected
of other molestations — all of which he
denies. This year, he was caught soliciting
teenage boys for dates and offering them
internships at city hall — which he doesn’t
deny, although he says the internships were
not offered in exchange for sexual favors.
Certainly not.

He ignored calls for his resignation, ini-
tially posing as a heroic but tragically flawed
gay man in the fashion of former New Jersey
Governor Jim McGreevey. That hasn’t
worked, so it seems as if he has switched per-
sonas and is now trying the Sackcloth and
Ashes strategy. Whatever he’s doing. it’s been
going on too long for my taste, and it sounds
like the powers that be in Spokane want him
the hell out as well. Oh, and last Monday a
Jjudge approved a recall effort so Spokaners
can start circulating petitions.

Meanwhile, in other (alleged) pedophilia
news, what do you make of Michael Jackson?

the lower house in order to become law. In
other international news, a neighborhood
council has banned rainbow flags from
London's gay Soho district, prompting
London Mayor Ken Livingstone to call the
councilors “Neanderthals.” And two kittens
peed on a fax machine in the Japanese city of
Kobe, causing a spontaneous fire that dam-
aged two rooms in a house, Reuters reports.

“If you have a cat or a dog, for that mat-
ter, be careful where they urinate,” advised
fireman Masahito Oyabu. “Especially keep
them away from electrical appliances and
wires.”

The kittens “quickly ran to safety,” the
wire service said.

Eyes on Wisconsin

Here’s something. Democrats in
Wisconsin threatened to take the Coalition for
America’s Families to court over false and
misleading advertising that targeted Governor
Jim Doyle. The television ads, which were
eventually pulled for lack of funds, said that
Doyle raised hunting and fishing fees “to give
partners of gay state employees free health
insurance.” In fact, Doyle urged lawmakers to
add partners to the state university insurance
plan, but the GOP-led legislature declined.
But had they agreed with Doyle, the benefits
would not have been free and they would not
have been paid for by fishing or hunting fees.

That reminds me that for two months I
have avoided covering of big lawsuit against
Wisconsin, filed by the ACLU, that seeks
domestic partner benefits for state workers. At

one point, the aforementioned Legislature
decided that the Democratic attorney general,
Peg Lautenschlager, could not be relied upon
to defend properly the state’s habit of dis-
crimination, so they hired some right wing
extremist legal group to represent the state! I
can’t remember how they managed to do that.

Doesn’t really sound kosher. \

OK. I looked it up. A cohort of conserva-
tive lawmakers have convinced the Alliance
Defense Fund to represent them for free, and
to petition the court to let the legislature inter-
vene in the defense. So, we'll see. At any rate,
I apologize for avoiding this story, but I had
too many lawsuits and too little time.

Before we leave Madison, you should
keep an eye on the state Legislature and see if
they advance the anti-gay constitutional
amendment that passed last session. In
Wisconsin, amendments have to pass two
consecutive sessions in order to go before
voters.

Czech it out

Oh. I forgot to include the news that the
prime minister of the Czech Republic favors a
registered partnership bill, and that the
European Parliament voted to support a posi-
tion paper that, among other things, urged the
entire European Union to recognize legal
same-sex marriages.

I got distracted from international news by
the incident with the naughty kittens and the
fax machine. Understandably so.

#1 Contact the writer: Ann@Bxtnewsmag.com

Is it time

With hate-filled Republicans
simpering Democrats and ni

a single right to lose, it’s tim

By Robin Tyler
Special Contributor

I quit the team organizing the 2000
Millennium March on Washington then
watched as our community ripped one an
er apart. .

1 swore I would never call for anothg
LGBT march. I came away from that deb
swearing I would never again get caught
between the insanity of the politically con
left, on the one hand, and the need for ma
organizations to dominate, control and fin
cially gain from any and every event.

At the beginning of march organizing,
watched Elizabeth Birch, then the preside
of the Human Rights Campaign, get caug]
up in what escalated into a screaming argl
ment with Kerry Lobel, then the executive
director of National Gay & Lesbian Task
Force. It gave me the first indication that ]
not want to be caught in the crossfire of
major egos.

I went on to happily co-found
StopDrLaura.com, and then, to work on i1
riage equality, through my own, all-volunt
organization, DontAmend.com. For the fi
time in my political life, I was at peace.

But we are under siege. And still we di
not have one civil right on a federal level,
the radical right industry is raising tens of
millions and political capital by making u
the ultimate scapegoats.

How many state constitutibnal amend-
ments need to pass before we get angry?
How many of our so-called friends in elec
office, and other Demaocrats, need fo betra
us by supporting marriage segregation, wh



cheerleaders, goody-two-
shoes teenagers, bland
books and alcohol-free
Sunday socials. Not to
mention the fact that
Franklin himself was a
Deist, like most of the
founding fathers, believing
that God created the uni-
verse and then had nothign
further to do with it.
Franklin even had his
doubts about whether
Jesus, whose philosophy he admired, was
actually divine. As for that question, he wrote
pragmatically to Ezra Stiles a month before
his death: “I think it needless to busy myself
with that now, when I expect soon an
Opportunity of knowing the Truth with less
Trouble.”

Anyway, I ignored the hypocrisy until this
week, when I encountered a citation from
Judge Learned Hand, who said: “Liberty lies
in the hearts of men and women; when it dies
there, no constitution, no law, no court can
save it.”

Are these Focus on the Family people
reading or thinking about their selected
quotes? Do they imagine that they and their
narrow-minded, judgmental, restrictive agen-
da represent standing up for “liberty?” Have
they checked a dictionary lately? It makes me
want to scream.

~ Ann Rostow

Pug pride

Did you go to Austin Pride? 1 saw some
of you, and thank you all for saying hi. Did
you see my pug, Pando? There were so many
gay and lesbian pug owners that I believe we
can start our own club, a subset of the regular
Austin pug club, (otherwise known as Heart
of Texas Pugs, or HOT Pugs). Our pugs will
dress in rainbow halters and learn to perform
line dances, while their mistresses and mas-
ters sip exotic cocktails from under the shade
of the Tiki bar and toss them little pieces of
Pupperoni sticks.

Go east, young men

Well, a girl can dream. Speaking of
dreaming, Spokane Mayor Jim West is get-
ting more bizarre by the week. This time,
we’'ve got our hands on an e-mail that he sent
to a citizen who had urged him to pack up

16 txt newsmagazine JUNE 17,2005

was trying to fill through
other means with a relation-
ship with God,” he wrote.
Are you nauseated yet?.
“I'm also leading the senior
staff of the city of Spokane
to new heights and demand-
ing results on a fast track.”
Oh yeah, right, as we used
to say in the "80s.

Among other things,
West is accused of repeated-
ly sodomizing a 12-year-old
boy about 25 years ago, and he is suspected
of other molestations — all of which he
denies. This year, he was caught soliciting
teenage boys for dates and offering them
internships at city hall — which he doesn’t
deny, although he says the internships were
not offered in exchange for sexual favors.
Certainly not.

He ignored calls for his resignation, ini-
tially posing as a heroic but tragically flawed
gay man in the fashion of former New Jersey
Governor Jim McGreevey. That hasn’t
worked, so it seems as if he has switched per-
sonas and is now trying the Sackeloth and
Ashes strategy. Whatever he's doing, it’s been
going on too long for my taste, and it sounds
like the powers that be in Spokane want him
the hell out as well. Oh, and last Monday a
judge approved a recall effort so Spokaners
can start circulating petitions.

Meanwhile, in other (alleged) pedophilia
news, what do you make of Michael Jackson?
Think he’s a pedophile? Think he's gay?
Think he’s out of his mind and defies catego-
rization of any sort? I didn’t follow the case,
but I read in the paper today that the mother
of Jackson's accuser insisted the singer was
trying to kidnap her in a hot air balloon, and
subsequently wagged her finger at the jury
box in an obnoxious manner. Take this, bitch.
Not guilty! I also read that Jackson has decid-
ed not to allow any more young boys to share
his bed in order to avoid future misunder-
standings. Now, there’s a sensible plan.

Let's just say that there was no dearth of
fruitcakes in that courtroom.

Life outside these United States

What else do we have here? Spain’s same-
sex marriage law passed a Senate committee
and is heading to the full Senate next week.
It’s expected to pass and will have to return to

them away from electrical appliances and
wires.”

The kittens “quickly ran to safety,” the
wire service said.

Eyes on Wisconsin

Here’s something. Democrats in

Wisconsin threatened to take the Coalition for

America’s Families to court over false and
misleading advertising that targeted Governor
Jim Doyle. The television ads, which were
eventually pulled for lack of funds, said that
Doyle raised hunting and fishing fees “to give
partners of gay state employees free health
insurance.” In fact, Doyle urged lawmakers to
add partners to the state university insurance
plan, but the GOP-led legislature declined.
But had they agreed with Doyle, the benefits
would not have been free and they would not
have been paid for by fishing or hunting fees.
That reminds me that for two months I
have avoided covering of big lawsuit against
Wisconsin, filed by the ACLU, that seeks
domestic partner benefits for state workers. At

Spokane Mayor James West told a disgruntled letter-writer that he's seen the light: “I've decided to fill the emptiness

P PEoN e court to et e fegrsiature mier-
vene in the defense. So, we'll see. At any rate,
1 apologize for avoiding this story, but I'had
too many lawsuits and too little time.

Before we leave Madison, you should
keep an eye on the state Legislature and see if
they advance the anti-gay constitutional
amendment that passed last session. In
Wisconsin, amendments have to pass two
consecutive sessions in order to go before
voters.

Czech it out

Oh. I forgot to include the news that the
prime minister of the Czech Republic favors a
registered partnership bill, and that the
European Parliament voted to support a posi-
tion paper that, among other things, urged the
entire European Union to recognize legal
same-sex marriages.

I got distracted from international news by
the incident with the naughty kittens and the
fax machine. Understandably so.

#1 Contact the writer: Ann@trtnewsmag.com
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not want to be caught in the crossfire of
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I went on to happily co-found
StopDrLaura.com, and then, to work on 1
riage equality, through my own, all-volun
organization, DontAmend.com. For the fi
time in my political life, I was at peace.

But we are under siege. And still we d
not have one civil right on a federal level,
the radical right industry is raising tens of
millions and political capital by making u
the ultimate scapegoats.

How many state constitutional amend-
ments need to pass before we get angry?
How many of our so-called friends in elec
office, and other Democrats, need to betra
us by supporting marriage segregation, wi
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This would not be a march just about
marriage equality. This needs to be a marc
— finally — demanding all our civil right

The 1979 march brought us together ai
gave birth to many organizations and new
activists. During the 1987 march, we did n
ask for “help” with the AIDS epidemic. W
demanded immediate action, made AIDS :
national issue and got action. The 1993
march was the first one to be televised. Ou
own stars came out: Melissa, Martina and
Tan. But the march was overwhelmingly st
portive of President Bill Clinton, who,
although he had promised to appear, and
then, to send a video, betrayed us, and did
neither.

The 2000 Millennium March was also
used as an organizing tool for the Dcmacﬂi
Party. We were not as angry or demanding
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point, the aforementioned Legislature

ded that the Democratic attorney general,
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perspectives

Is it time for another March on Washington?
YES

With hate-filled Republicans,
simpering Democrats and not

a single right to lose, it's time

By Robin Tyler
Special Contributor

I quit the team organizing the 2000
Millennium March on Washington then
watched as our community ripped one anoth-
er apart.

I swore I would never call for another
LGBT march. I came away from that debacle
swearing I would never again get caught
between the insanity of the politically correct
left, on the one hand, and the need for major
organizations to dominate, control and finan-
cially gain from any and every event.

At the beginning of march organizing, I
watched Elizabeth Birch, then the president
of the Human Rights Campaign, get caught
up in what escalated into a screaming argu-
ment with Kerry Lobel, then the executive
director of National Gay & Lesbian Task
Force. It gave me the first indication that T did
not want to be caught in the crossfire of
major egos.

I went on to happily co-found
StopDrLaura.com, and then, to work on mar-
riage equality, through my own, all-volunteer
organization, DontAmend.com. For the first
time in my political life, T was at peace.

But we are under siege. And still we do
not have one civil right on a federal level, and
the radical right industry is raising tens of
millions and political capital by making us
the ultimate scapegoats.

How many state constitutional amend-
ments need to pass before we get angry?
How many of our so-called friends in elected
office, and other Democrats, need to betray
us by supporting marriage segregation, while

in 1987. We believed them.

This march must be built on an entirely
different basis: either support full legal equal-
ity for LGBT people, including the equal
right to marry, or be prepared to catch hell,
regardless of your party affiliation.

Too many recent marches, whether for
LGBT rights or others, have focused all of
their fire on the Republicans, and what has it
gotten us? Our friends in the Democratic
Party keep moving to the right. The recent fil-
ibuster “compromise” meant extremely
homophobic judges will be confirmed. That
wasn’t a compromise. That was a selling out
of our community.

Unless we show a strong and united pres-
ence before the next presidential election, our
community will be once again sacrificed, and
we must not remain silent.

The truth is we have nothing to lose, and
everything to gain, by marching in the year
that the next presidental elections are being
held. Besides the many anti-gay Republican
politicians, it’s time for anti-equality politi-
cians in the Democratic Party to be account-
able to our community. Period.

And so, I call on all who believe in full
and total civil rights for our community —
every LGBT organization and person, and all
our non-LGBT allies — to put aside all dif-
ferences, and agree to work together on the
2008 March on Washington.

Robin Tyler initiated the calls for the 1979
and 2000 Marches on Washington. She pro-
duced the main stages for the 1979, 1987 and
1993 marches. It is not known whether she
will have the same role if a 2008 March is
held.
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NO

History's largest march was
ultimately a failure, leaving
lessons for a GLBT march

By Joel Lawson
Special Contributor

Veteran activist Robin Tyler's call for a
massive LGBT march on Washington in 2008
troubles me.

I respect Tyler. But speaking as someone
who was involved in the largest march ever to
be set in our nation’s capital, the 2004
women'’s march, I now view such gatherings
as impotent.

1 was part of the team behind last year’s
“March for Women’s Lives.” which brought
1.15 million pro-choice women to the nation-
al Mall. The goal was to showease pro-choice
power, especially in an election year. At the
end of it all, the only lasting impact was the
trampling of grass. ..

Sure, marchers felt “empowered.” But the
organizations behind that march — far larger
and wealthier than GLBT groups — spent
time and energy on the big show that was
never matched afterwards at the state and
local levels.

After the largest march on Washington in
history, the pro-choice movement slithered
towards abysmal failure in November.
Women went for George Bush. In droves.

Today, even Hillary Clinton is, well,
“Clintonizing™ how she speaks on the topic of
abortion.

The lesson: a national march doesn’t
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deliver results unless a much larger effort is
aimed afterwards at state and local organiz-
ing.

Tyler is dynamic and clever. She under-
stands these risks. But I doubt whether even
she could overcome the forces that take hold
of big marches — competition among organi-
zations, the egos of leaders and an exhaustion
of energies that weakens us on the real battle-
grounds.

The real target isn’t even in Washington
these days. George Bush and the Republican-
controlled Congress will remain deaf to us,
and the Democrats will barely listen. (Only
one senator, a Democrat, spoke in favor of
gay marriage from the floor. This senator hap-
pened to be from Massachusetts, but he sure
wasn't the Massachusetts senator running for
president).

Besides, most marches I've seen in my 17
years inside the beltway have taken place
when Congress wasn't in session.

This habit particularly puzzled me when I
worked as a congressional aide. If these peo-
ple, these protesters, really wanted to shake
up Congress, why didn’t they stay home and
confront their representatives at town hall
meetings?

The path to gay marriage winds through
the states. Statehouse chambers, living rooms
and church halls are where perceptions of us
must be moved.

I’'m glad Robin Tyler is thinking of ways
to shake up America. But instead of repeat-
ing her history as a national march organizer,
I wish she’d keep repeating her more recent
work. Robin produced nationwide protests
against local TV stations just a few years ago
as part of an effort to keep Laura Schlessinger
off television.

I co-founded that effort,
StopDrLaura.com, and remain in awe of
Robin’s contribution.

Ignoring the established groups, we built

inn T i i e it R i s s L B B A
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Seen the light: “I've decided to fill the emptiness
iship with God.”
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I quit the team organizing the 2000
Millennium March on Washington then
watched as our community ripped one anoth-
er apart.

I swore I would never call for another
LGBT march. I came away from that debacle
swearing I would never again get caught
between the insanity of the politically correct
left, on the one hand, and the need for major
organizations to dominate, control and finan-
cially gain from any and every event.

At the beginning of march organizing, 1
watched Elizabeth Birch, then the president
of the Human Rights Campaign, get caught
up in what escalated into a screaming argu-
ment with Kerry Lobel. then the executive
director of National Gay & Lesbian Task
Force. It gave me the first indication that T did
not want to be caught in the crossfire of
major egos.

I went on to happily co-found
StopDrLaura.com, and then, to work on mar-
riage equality, through my own, all-volunteer
organization, DontAmend.com. For the first
time in my political life, I was at peace.

But we are under siege. And still we do
not have one civil right on a federal level, and
the radical right industry is raising tens of
millions and political capital by making us
the ultimate scapegoats.

How many state constitutibnal amend-
ments need to pass before we get angry?
How many of our so-called friends in elected
office, and other Demoerats, need to betray
us by supporting marriage segregation, while
accepting awards at LGBT dinners, as if civil
rights stops at the altar?

This would not be a march just about
marriage equality. This needs to be a march
— finally — demanding all our civil rights.

The 1979 march brought us together and
gave birth to many organizations and new
activists, During the 1987 march, we did not
ask for “help” with the AIDS epidemic. We
demanded immediate action, made AIDS a
national issue and got action. The 1993
march was the first one to be televised. Our
own stars came out: Melissa, Martina and Sir
Ian. But the march was overwhelmingly sup-
portive of President Bill Clinton, who.
although he had promised to appear, and
then, to send a video, betrayed us, and did
neither.

The 2000 Millennium March was also
used as an organizing tool for the Democratic
Party. We were not as angry or demanding as

gotten us? Our friends in the Democratic
Party keep moving to the right. The recent fil-
ibuster “compromise” meant extremely
homophobic judges will be confirmed. That
wasn’t a compromise. That was a selling out
of our community.

Unless we show a strong and united pres-
ence before the next presidential election, our
community will be once again sacrificed, and
we must not remain silent.

The truth is we have nothing to lose, and
everything to gain, by marching in the year
that the next presidental elections are being
held. Besides the many anti-gay Republican
politicians, it’s time for anti-equality politi-
cians in the Democratic Party to be account-
able to our community. Period.

And so, I call on all who believe in full
and total civil rights for our community —
every LGBT organization and person, and all
our non-LGBT allies — to put aside all dif-
ferences, and agree to work together on the
2008 March on Washington.

Robin Tyler initiated the calls for the 1979
and 2000 Marches on Washington. ~ She pro-
duced the main stages for the 1979, 1987 and
1993 marches. It is not known whether she
will have the same role if a 2008 March is
held.
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Veteran activist Robin Tyler’s call for a
massive LGBT march on Washington in 2008
troubles me.

I respect Tyler. But speaking as someone
who was involved in the largest march ever to
be set in our nation’s capital, the 2004
women’s march, I now view such gatherings
as impotent.

I was part of the team behind last year’s
“March for Women’s Lives,” which brought
1.15 million pro-choice women to the nation-
al Mall. The goal was to showcase pro-choice
power, especially in an election year. At the
end of it all, the only lasting impact was the
trampling of grass. ..

Sure, marchers felt “empowered.” But the
organizations behind that march — far larger
and wealthier than GLBT groups — spent
time and energy on the big show that was
never matched afterwards at the state and
local levels.

After the largest march on Washington in
history, the pro-choice movement slithered
towards abysmal failure in November.
Women went for George Bush. In droves.

Today, even Hillary Clinton is, well,
“Clintonizing™ how she speaks on the topic of
abortion.

The lesson: a national march doesn’t
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The real target isn’t even in Washington
these days. George Bush and the Republican-
controlled Congress will remain deaf to us,
and the Democrats will barely listen. (Only
one senator, a Democrat, spoke m favor of
gay marriage from the floor. This senator hap-
pened to be from Massachusetts, but he sure
wasn’t the Massachusetts senator running for
president).

Besides, most marches I've seen in my 17
years inside the beltway have taken place
when Congress wasn’t in session.

This habit particularly puzzled me when I
worked as a congressional aide. If these peo-
ple, these protesters, really wanted to shake
up Congress, why didn’t they stay home and
confront their representatives at town hall
meetings?

The path to gay marriage winds through
the states.