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ANNEX 2 
Country groupings used in this review 

 

Geographical grouping
1
 

 
Continent Region Sub-region Countries and territories included in the review 

Africa 

Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Egypt, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, South Africa, Sudan and South Sudan

2
, 

Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

 

Northern Africa Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

Angola, Benin, Botswana Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan and 
South Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

 

Central Africa 
Angola, Cameroon, Central African Republic, 
Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon 

Eastern Africa 
Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda, 
United Republic of Tanzania 

Gulf of Guinea 
Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo 

Indian Ocean Islands Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles 

Southern Africa 
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique,  
Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland,  Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Soudano-Sahelian 
Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Djibouti, Eritrea, 
Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, 
Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Not included: 

Africa: Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe 

Americas: Bahamas, Dominica 

Asia: Maldives, Papua New Guinea, Singapore 

Europe: Andorra, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Holy See, Liechtenstein, 

Luxembourg, Monaco, San Marino, 

Oceania: Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Niue, 

Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 
2
 Although in July 2011 Sudan became two countries, Sudan and South Sudan, in this review the two countries 

are still grouped together due to the lack of disaggregated data. 
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Americas 

Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, 
Belize, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, 
Peru, Puerto Rico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of 
America, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian 
Republic of) 

 

Central America and Caribbean 

Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico, Saint 
Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Central America 
Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama 

Caribbean: Lesser and 
Greater Antilles 

Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Puerto Rico, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and 
Tobago 

Northern America Canada, Mexico, United States of America 

Southern America 
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 

 

Andean 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Colombia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 

Brazil Brazil 

Guyana Guyana, Suriname 

Southern America Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay 

Asia 

Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, China, Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, Georgia, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic 
Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Japan, Jordan, 
Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Occupied Palestinian 
Territory, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, 
Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syrian 
Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, 
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam, Yemen 

 

Central Asia 
Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 

Middle East 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Georgia, Iran 
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 

 

Arabian Peninsula 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Yemen 

Caucasus Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 

Iran Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Near East 
Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Syrian Arab Republic, 
Turkey 
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Southern and Eastern Asia 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, China, Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, India, Indonesia, Japan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic 
of Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet 
Nam 

 

East Asia 
China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea 

South Asia 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka 

Mainland Southeast Asia 
Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam 

Maritime Southeast Asia 
Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Timor-Leste 

Europe 

Albania, Austria, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian 
Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, United Kingdom, Ukraine 

 

Eastern Europe and Russian Federation 
Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic of 
Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine 

 Eastern Europe 
Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Republic of 
Moldova, Ukraine 

 Russian Federation Russian Federation 

Western and Central Europe 

Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Malta, 
Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, United Kingdom 

 

Central Europe 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Montenegro, 
Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia 

Mediterranean Europe 
Albania, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, 
Spain, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia 

Northern Europe Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden 

Western Europe 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Switzerland, United Kingdom 

Oceania Australia, New Zealand 

 Australia and New Zealand Australia, New Zealand 

 Pacific Islands - 

WORLD (167 countries and territories included in this review) 

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Brunei 
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Djibouti, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, 
Ireland, Italy, Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malaysia, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Puerto Rico, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan and South Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, 
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet 
Nam, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe 
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Country groupings based on income (as of October 2012)
3
 

 
Category Countries 

High Income Countries: 

Economies are divided according to 2011 GNI per capita, calculated using the World Bank Atlas method. The groups 
are: low income, $1,025 or less; middle income, $1,026 - $12,475; and high income, $12,476 or more (WB, 2012). 

 Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Belgium, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Japan, Kuwait, Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico 
(USA), Qatar, Republic of Korea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States 
of America 

Middle Income Countries 

 Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belize, 
Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Gabon, Georgia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, India, 
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint 
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan and South Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, The former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uruguay, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia 

Low Income Countries 

 Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, 
Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Tajikistan, Togo, 
Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zimbabwe 

 

  

                                                 
3
 Not included: 

 High Income Countries: Andorra, Bahamas, Croatia, Equatorial Guinea, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Holy 

See, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, San Marino, Singapore 

 Middle Income Countries: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cook Islands, Dominica, Fiji, Kiribati, Maldives, 

Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 

Sao Tome and Principe, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 

 Low Income Countries: Comoros 

 LIFDC: Comoros, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Sao Tome and Principe, Solomon Islands 

 LDC: Comoros, Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Solomon Islands, 

Tokelau, Tuvalu, Vanuatu 
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Low Income Countries Food Deficit (LIFDC): 

The classification of a country as low-income food-deficit used is traditionally determined by four criteria: 

 A per capita gross national income (GNI); 

 The net food import position (i.e. gross imports less gross exports) of a country averaged over the preceding 
three years for which statistics are available; 

 The self-exclusion criterion is applied when countries that meet the above two criteria specifically request FAO 
to be excluded from the LIFDC category; 

 A "persistence of position" factor in order to avoid countries changing their LIFDC status too frequently - 
typically due to short-term, exogenous shocks. This factor would postpone the "exit" of a LIFDC from the list, 
until the change in its status is verified for three consecutive years (FAO, 2012d). 

 Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Congo, Côte d'Ivoire, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Georgia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nepal, 
Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Philippines, Republic of Moldova, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan and South Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Yemen, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Least Developed Countries (LDC): 

The least developed country (LDC) category comprises low-income developing countries which face severe structural 
impediments to growth. Indicators of such impediments are the high vulnerability of the countries’ economies and their 
low level of human capital, which are evaluated through three indices: 

 The gross national income (GNI) per capita; 

 A human assets index (HAI): based on: (a) nutrition: percentage of population undernourished; (b) health: 
mortality rate for children aged five years or under; (c) education: the gross secondary school enrolment ratio; 
and (d) adult literacy rate; 

 An economic vulnerability index (EVI) based on indicators of: (a) population size; (b) remoteness; (c) 
merchandise export concentration; (d) share of agriculture, forestry and fisheries in gross domestic product; (e) 
share of population living in low elevated coastal zones; (f) instability of exports of goods and services; (g) 
victims of natural disasters; and (h) instability of agricultural production (UN, 2008 & UN-OHRLLS, 2012) 

 Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African 
Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 
Sudan and South Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia 

 


