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Na ti on al Se cu r ity Study Memor an d um 200 

TO:	 The Secr etary of Defe n s e 
The S e cr etary of A gr icu lture 
T h e Di r e ctor of Ce n t r a l In te l lige n ce 
The Dep u ty S e creta r y of State 
Admi n i str ator . A gency for Int e r n ati on a l Dev e lop me n t 

S UBJECT :	 Implications of Wor ldwide Popul a tion Growt h for U .S . 
S e curity a nd Ove rse as In te r e s t s 

The Presi dent h as di r e c te d a s t u d y of the imp a ct of worl d populati o n gr owth 
on U .S . s e cu r ity a nd overse as interests. T h e s tudy s h o u l d look for w ar d 
at l e ast u n ti l the year 2 000 . and u s e several alte rnative r e as on able p r o­
j e ction s of p opul ation grow th . 

In te r ms of each p rojec tio n, the s t udy s hould a s s ess: 

the correspondi n g p a ce of d evelop me n t, e s p ecially in poorer 
countries; 

the deman d for US exports, e s p e ci a lly of food, and th e trade pro ­
b le ms th e US may fa ce ari sin g fr o m compe tition for r e sources; an d 

th e lik elihoo d that p opula tion g r ow th or imb al an ce s will produce 
d isruptive fo rei gn p oli cie s an d i n te r nat ional i n s ta bi li ty . 

The study s h o ul d fo c u s o n th e inte r n a tio n al poli ti cal a n d economic impli ca­
tions of p opula tion growth rather th a n its e cologica l, s o ciological or ot her 
aspects . 

T he stu d y s h ould then offe r p os si b l e courses of a c tion for the Un i ted S ta te s 
in dealin g with populatio n ma tte r s abroad, par ti c ul arl y in dev elop i n g 
countries , with sp e cial atten tion to t he s e q u e s tion s : 

What, if any, new initi a tives b y th e Unite d S t a te s are n ee de d to 
focus international att en tion on th e population p r ob lem ? 

Ca n te chnolo gica l in n ov ations or de v elop me n t r e d uce growth or 

ame lior a te i ts e ffects? 
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Cou l d the Unit e d State s imp ro v e its as s i s tan ce in the pop ulation 
fi e l d an d if so, in w h at form an d th r ough w h i ch agen cies -- b i ­
lat e r a l , multilateral, p riv a te ? 

T h e stud y s hou l d tak e into a c cou nt the Presid e n t's con ce r n th a t populati on 
policy is a h u man con cern intimately r el a te d t o th e di gn ity of the in divi d u al 
and th e o b jective of the Un ite d S tat es is to w or k clos ely w i th others, ra th e r 
than seek to i mp os e ou r v iew s on others . 

T h e P r e s i de n t h a s d i r e cte d th at th e s tud y b e a ccomp l i s h e d b y t he NSC Und er 
Se cr e ta r i e s Co mmitte e . The Ch ai r m an , Unde r Sec r e t ar i e s Co mmi ttee, is re ­
quest e d to fo r w a r d the s tu d y to ge ther with the C ommittee's acti on r e comm en ­
d a t ion s no l at e r t h an May 29 , 1974, fo r con sid e r ation b y the P r e s i de n t. 

cc: C hai r ma n . J oint Chi efs of S taff 
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