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Why was Vladimir Lenin lodging with Liberal Candidate Phllip Whitwell Wilson and his family
at the height of the first Russian Revolution in 1905 and how did his friend and press
colleague, Henry Brailsford get embroiled in an assassination attempt at the Hotel Bristol in St

Petersburg that same year?

16 Percy Circus, St Pancras — 1905

Lenin arrived in London, via Berlin, at the back-end of April 1905 for the 3rd Congress of the Russian Social Democratic Labour

Party. Little is known about the congress, shrouded as it was in the utmost secrecy. The first revolution in Russia had got
underway in January of 1905 and the two-week summit in London between April 22nd and May 10th would just about
coincide with a violent, month-long mutiny breaking out on the Imperial Russian battleship, Potemkin (June 1905). The general
feeling at the congress was that conditions were now at fever-pitch. In her 1930 memoirs, Lenin’s wife Nadezhda Krupskaya
described how the third congress ‘bore quite a different physiognomy’ to those held previously. Definition had been brought to
the revolutionary organisations in Russia and these were taking the form of ‘illegal committees working under drastically
difficult conditions of secrecy’ (Memories Of Lenin, 1930). Krupskaya also recalls that plans to arm the Petrograd workers were
based around a massive haul of weapons to be purchased and smuggled into Russia from England on the London steamship, SS
John Grafton, and to be crewed by East End and Whitechapel sailors. And although the plans proved fruitless (the ship was
mysteriously wrecked just off the Finnish coast carrying 5,000 rifles and 3,000,000 rounds of ammunition), the confidence of
trusted parties was more aggressively sought than before. A raid on the party’s Central Committee had just taken place at the
home of Leonid Andreyev in Moscow, and those members who were still at liberty to travel were instructed to reconvene in

London. The identity of the venues was cloaked in secrecy for a reason.

But that doesn’t mean to say there aren’t some clues.
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16 Percy Circus and Philip Whitwell Wilson MP

The address that Lenin used during his stay in London for the 3rd Congress was 16 Percy Circus in the Clerkenwell district. The

property was located minutes around the corner from Holford Square where Lenin had stayed during his first visit in 1902.
Today you'll find it sporting a respectable blue heritage plaque, just across the road from the Travelodge Royal Scot. The area at
the time of Lenin’s visit was set out on a south-facing embankment in a classical layout; a handsome arrangement of Squares
and gardens offset by various rectangles. The roads here were wide and generous, quite different from others in the city. The

houses were tall and impressive and the air was good.

When Vladimir Lenin lodged here in 1905, the property was the family home of parliamentary journalist and Liberal MP, Philip
Whitwell Wilson. Wilson was to run successfully for St Pancras South in 1906 as a Radical and Liberal candidate and had the
same knightly earnestness (if not the looks and the charm) as the young Victor Grayson. Wilson had been unanimously
adopted as candidate in January 1905 and came from a well known family in Kendal in the Lake District. Interestingly, the

former editor of Granta was one of four staff writers at the Daily News standing as candidates in London that year.

PW.WILS®N MP. @ e 1
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In May 1905, just one year before being elected
MP for St Pancras South, Philip Whitwell Wilson
let Lenin use his home at 16 Percy Circus

Why historians have neglected to mention the part played by Philip Whitwell Wilson in Lenin’s early revolutionary activities
remains a mystery. That a soon-to-be-serving Member of Parliament played host to a suspected terrorist at the height of an
ongoing revolution just has to be worthy of mention, but to date, it’s escaped the attention of most. And this is a shame, as
Wilson’s generous input might yet offer a clue to a mystery that has long since baffled academics: which venues did Lenin and
the Revolutionaries use for the 3rd Congress? And the reason why it might offer a clue is fairly straightforward: Philip
Whitwell Wilson was a senior council member of Whitefield’s Central Mission — something of a dynamo among the close-knit

circle of churches in Central London offering refuge to the Russian exiles.
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The mission, Nonconformist/Congregationalist in outlook and practice, had been set-up on Tottenham Court Road by Liberal
MP and Minister, Charles Silvester Horne, after a donation of £8,000 from Mrs Elizabeth Rylands, wife of Manchester textile
millionaire and philanthropist, Sir John Rylands in 1903. The mission, also known as Tottenham Court Road Chapel served under
the auspices of the London Society Missions. The missions’ chief representative in Russia had been Stepney Minister, Edward

Stallybrass, whose missions in Irkutsk and Selenginsk served to ‘correct’ the ungodly ways of the Mongol-descended Buryats.
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In Herbert T. Fitch’s Traitors Within (1933), the former Special Branch detective describes a passionate flurry of smaller
meetings taking place at three public houses in the Islington area. A steady roll call of biographers, academics and unscruplous
pub managers have put forward a handful of likely candidates over the years: The Crown and Woolpack on Clerkenwell Green,
Walter Brett’s The Duke of Sussex at 106 Islington High Street; William J. Reed’s The Cock Tavern, 27 Great Portland Street and
The White Lion, 25 Islington High Street. Wetherspoons. But as it was various East End Missions that had provided venues for
the 2nd and 5th RSDLP Congress, it seems plausible that Wilson and Horne’s chapel on Tottenham Court Road could also have
been among the handful venues used in addition to the Islington pubs in April and May that year. And if it wasn’t the Whitefield
Central Mission, then we could well be looking at other Wilson-related venues like the Liberal and Radical Club at Grafton
Lodge on Prince of Wales Road, or Cleveland Hall in Fitzroy Square. Cleveland Hall fits the bill just nicely as it’s where
Kropotkin had attended a meeting of international revolutionists in February 1887. By 1905 the hall had been taken over by

Carmarthen’s Hugh Price Hughes of West London Methodist Mission, so the Police may have been looking elsewhere.

Why was Lenin boarding with Wilson at Percy Circus?

Compared with the 2nd and 5th Congresses, the 3rd Congress came together in a fairly improvised but no less blistering

fashion. The series of meetings had been initiated by Father Georgy Gapon, the Russian Orthodox priest who'd led January’s

Bloody Sunday demonstration in St Petersburg. The massacre that ensued set in motion a remarkable chain of events that

would later be aggregated and repackaged as Russia’s ‘1905 Revolution. Some six weeks later in March, Father Gapon escaped
to London and in April, the 33 year-old leader of the Russian Worker’s Club organized a series of emergency meetings that would
bring together all the principal Russian revolutionary groups. The meetings had been galvanised in part by the arrest of Leonid

Andreyeyv, Evgeny Chirikov, lvan Bunin, Stepan Skitalets and other members of the Sreda literary circle in the last week of

https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/ 3/18


https://spartacus-educational.com/RUSgapon.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloody_Sunday_(1905)
https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/

10/8/2019 Lenin at 16 Percy Circus, London

February that year. The circle, which included several members of the RSDLP’s Central Committee — including Gorky — were
questioned over the assassination of Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich outside the Kremlin Palace, just days before
(Manchester Guardian, 25 Feb 1905, p.9). The assassin was Ivan Kalyayeyv, aspiring poet and fringe member of the group. As a
response the plans for the Congress were switched from Russia to London, whose Police, in contrast to those in France and

Germany, had no formal relationship with Russia’s ‘secret’ police, the Okhrana.

During this period Gapon’s mood is known to have changed from one of peaceful action to ‘change by any means necessary’.
Gapon’s meeting with Lenin in Geneva in the week immediately prior to the Bloody Sunday demonstration (January 22nd) was
the clearest indication yet that ‘the moment of open struggle for Russia’s masses’ was fast approaching (Memories of Lenin,
Nadezhda Krupskaya, 1933, p.89)

The eighteen organisations invited to Comrade Gapon’s conference included The Socialist-Revolutionary Party, the Vperyod
R.S.D.L.P, the Iskra R.S.D.L.P, the Polish Socialist Party, the Lettish Social-Democratic Labour Party and the Bund (see: Lenin’s “A
Militant Agreement for the Uprising and V. I. Lenin The Third Congress of the R.S.D.L.P). Gapon met Lenin on the 3rd day of the
Congress (April 14th) which saw the so-called ‘Council of Reform’ draw up a series of uncompromising demands: the
immediate release of all political and religious prisoners, the creation of a republic with freedom of speech and free press, an
autonomous government for Finland and the ultimate establishment of a democratic federation for the Caucasus (London Daily
News 02 May 1905).

For the duration of the congress, Anarcho-Socialist Rudolf Rocker provided Gapon with full run of his home in Mile End,
Stepney Green. The address was 33 Dunstan House. Just two months later Dunstan House would also provide refuge to the
fugitive leader of the Potemkin Mutiny, Afanasi Matushenko* There were additional claims in the Manchester Courier and
Dundee Courier on May 1st that Gapon had also stayed in Harrow and Ravenscourt Park — a favoured meeting place for

William Morris, Dora Montefiore (who lived at nearby Upper Mall), Sergey Stepniak (Society of Friends of Russian Freedom)

and the early Socialists. Wilson’s colleague at the Daily News, David Soskice also claims to have sheltered Gapon at his home at
90 Brook Green, Hammersmith — a home that Soskice shared with his mother-in-law, Catherine Hueffer, wife and model of

Pre-Raphaelite artist, Ford Madox Brown and mother of Parade’s End novelist, Ford Madox Ford.

A Little Help from Henry Noel Brailsford

The man widely regarded as Gapon’s ‘campaign manager’ in London was Henry Noel Brailsford and like Lenin’s host, Philip

Whitwell Wilson, Brailsford was a senior journalist at the Daily News. Wilson and Brailsford also served on Parliament’s Balkan

Committee, formed in 1903 as a result of escalating tensions (and complete ignorance) over Macedonia. The Committee was
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chaired by Scottish firebrand, James Bryce MP, who, like Grayson, had honed his oratory at Owens College, Manchester. Man
Who Was Thursday novelist, G.K Chesterton also sat on the committee. Two years later Brailsford would seek funding for Lenin

an attendees of the 5th Congress of the RSDLP. The generous donor on that occasion was American Soap Magnate, Joseph

Fels, whose market-leading Fels-Naptha Soap was based around a hydrocarbon mix of Russian Crude Oil and Coal Tar (The

Golden Echo, Chatto & Windus, 1953, David Garnett). The compound also formed the basis of many early explosive devices.
Just 12-months prior to the Congress, Joseph Fels had been sued by the Mercantile Marine Company when their steamer, the SS
Haverford, exploded on entering the docks at Liverpool carrying 20,000 pounds of Fels-Naptha Soap. A total of fourteen men
were killed (Liverpool Daily Post, 14 July 1906, p10). Interestingly, Lenin’s 5th Congress associate, Rosa Luxemburg identified
Russian naphtha as the “most important and vital economic resources of the revolution” (see: Spartacus, No.11, 1918 & The
Industrial Development of Poland, 1898, Rosa Luxemburg). Luxemburg was one of the many delegates that accepted the
£1700 loan from Fels (about £150,000 in today’s money). Josef Stalin, the young bandit who pretty much held the Naphtha
refineries to ransom during his time in Baku as strike leader and extortionist, was another (Stalin’s protection racket played a
key role in launching and resolving the strikes at Caucasus Naphtha Company and the Baku Naphtha Company in February that

same year, briefly driving up the price of Naphtha).

That the Daily News provided an exhaustive review of Gapon'’s ‘Story of My Life, suggests there were strong lines of
communication between the paper, it’s editor Alfred George Gardiner, and revolutionary poster-boy, Father Gapon (see: Daily
News, 27 Nov 1905). Gapon'’s book, purported to have been written by Gapon but most likely to have been ghost-written by the
DN'’s Brailsford, G.H Perris or David Soskice, was published in November 1905 by Chapman and Hall. Again, it's an interesting
link as it was Chapman and Hall who'd been the first to publish Charles Dickens, the founding editor of the Daily News (the
company had also just published Bennett Burleigh’s Empire of the East: Japan and Russia at War 1904-1905). The fact that the
newspaper’s Theodore Rothstein, served as Soviet Ambassador in the 1920s may also indicate deeper level of collusion as
Lenin is known to have made frequent visits to Rothstein's home in Clapton Square that same year. The house was owned by
Rothstein’s father-in-law, Isaak Kahan, a Russian-born shipping and banking broker whose student daughter Zelda would

become a founding member of both the British Sociliast Party and the CPGB.

Lenin lodging with Rothstein’s colleague, Philip Whitwell Wilson at 16 Percy Circus might well be viewed in this context.

Sadly the relationship between Gapon and The Daily News didn’t end as positively as it had begun.
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Just as he was securing funds for Gapon’s return to Russia, Brailsford was charged by Police with passport fraud. The
Metroplitan Police had found Brailsford and Manchester-based actor, Arthur Muir McCulloch (formerly of 29 Percy Street)
having fraudulently obtained three English passports for use by Russian exiles, including one for Maximilian Schweitzer who
had died in an explosion at the Hotel Bristol in St Petersburg in February that year (see: Boston Daily Globe 22 May 1905, p.18).
The plot dated back to Bloody Sunday itself when Boris Markov, a member of the Socialist Revolutionary Party’s Battle
Operation was arrested in St Petersburg. It’s believed Markov was in town to coordinate an attack on several targets including
Grand Duke Alexandrovich and Governor-General Trepov. The plot was uncovered when the bomb-maker, Schveitser blew
himself up prematurely at the Hotel Bristol. The Police claimed that the dead man possessed a passport in the name of
McCulloch and the pair were subsequently arrested. Brailsford’s involvement was a serious blow to the Balkan Committee and
the Liberals’ ongoing relief efforts in Macedonia. Brailsford admitted full responsibility for his actions, confessing that he had
been asked by ‘someone he knew connected with the Russian Revolutionary Movement’ to obtain passports on his behalf. The
man, a leading member of Russia’s Constitutional Movement and currently living in exile on the continent, had assured
Brailsford that the passports were to be used as part of a peaceful demonstration. Brailsford and the Foreign Office refused
repeatedly to name the man (Manchester Courier 07 June 1905). The passport had been signed by Lord Lansdowne, the man

who had also just signed the landmark Anglo-Japanese Alliance Trade Agreement at his home in 1903.

Did Lansdowne and the Foreign Office play a clandestine role in Lenin and Gapon’s 1905 bid to supply rifles and ammunition to
the Revolutionaries in Russia? It’s certainly possible. At the time the plot was hatched, Russia was not only at war with Britain’s
new trading partner Japan, it was also ramping-up plans to set-up naval bases in the Persian Gulf. On learning of these plans,
Lansdowne made vociferous objections in Parliament, declaring ‘without hesitation that his Majesty’s Government would
regard the establishment of a naval base or any other fortfied port in the Persian Gulf ... a very grave menace to British
interests’ (Manchester Evening News 06 May 1903). The Dogger Bank Incident of October 1904, when the Russian Imperial
Navy had fired on a British fishing trawler, killing three British workers, had breathed fresh life into those concerns, and it’s
curious to note that that Schweitzer’s fraudulent passport had been issued to McCulloch and signed by Lansdowne at the
Foreign Office that same month (October 28th, 1904).

The fact that the SS John Grafton had been purchased for the purpose by Japanese army officer and intelligence agent Akashi
Motojiro, makes the whole thing quite plausible. And as far as diplomacy with Japan was concerned, the move would certainly

have been a positive one.
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Father Gapon survived until March 28th 1906 (O.S) when he is alleged to have been murdered at a villa in Oserki, just outside
St. Petersburg, by Socialist Revolutionary and alleged spy, Pinchas Rutenberg — believed to have been in hiding in London’s
West End (Daily Express, 13 August 1906). Gapon’s death coincided with the mysterious suicide of Helene de Krebel, aka Marie
Derval, at the Liffen’s Hotel in Pimlico and just a short walk from the Russian Embassy at Chesham Place. By a strange
coincidence, the hotel and its owner, insurance agent George Liffen, featured in another mysterious ‘closed room’ suicide in
1911 when 46-year-old Jahanna Smerecka was discovered with gunshot wounds to her head in her guest room. Baptismal and
marriage certificates, written in Russian, were found in her possession. The woman had married in Chernivtsi in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire (present day Ukraine) and her death came shortly after the arrest of Fraulein Trombooke who had been

spying for Russia’s Imperial Forces in Austria, most likely under the supervision of Alfred RedlI.

Like Krebel, Smerecka had spent the previous weeks in America, and also like Krebel Police found a handful of mysterious keys
wrapped in brown paper in a ‘secret pocket’ of her coat (Leeds Mercury 16 October 1911, p.3). The following year George
Liffen, now proud owner of the ‘comfortable and convenient’ Alexandra Hotel in Hyde Park Corner, was unfortunate enough to
suffer another foreign casualty in his charge, when newly arrived Italian, Gino Masini was found gassed in his room
(Nottingham Journal 21 August 1912, p.5). At the Westminster inquest no parallel was drawn with the previous suicides on his
premises, but the danger of ‘loose taps’ was raised. Liffen was able to reassure the jury that the ‘faulty gas taps’ had ‘been seen

to already’ and no further questions were asked. *

In his 1933 memoirs Special Branch detective Herbert Fitch describes Krebel as the mistress of Georgian anarchist, Warlaam
Tcherkesoff (Varlam Cherkezishvili), a close friend of Sergey Stepniak and an associate of Prince Kropotkin and Rudolf Rocker.
The middle-aged woman was found dead in her room on March 14th 1906. It is alleged she had been hounded to her death by
revolutionaries who'd suspected her of spying and had been pursuing her actively across America and Europe for some two
years or more. A sentence of death was hanging over her. The waiter at the hotel claimed that on the morning of the

14th Krebel had received a letter ‘which upset her terribly’ and had locked herself in her room. She had ‘wept, shrieked aloud

and walked the room as one demented..
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Three weeks later, revolutionary poster-boy, Georgy Gapon was also dead.
But the twists didn’t end there.

Just a month before his death, Georgy’s brother, Sergey Gapon, a captain in the Russian army at Port Arthur in China, was
arrested for being drunk and disorderly by Police in Eastbourne. The date was March 3rd 1906 (London Daily News, March
1906 p.12). After a short hearing it was decided that Sergey would be expelled under the Aliens Act and was removed to
Lewes Prison to await deportation. Shortly after his release from Lewes Prison, Sergey Gapon was also dead. His body had
been pulled from the sea at Hastings on the very day that Helene de Krebel had checked into the Liffen’s Hotel in Pimlico
(Derby Daily Telegraph 13 March 1906, p.3)

One Other Curiosity

In the final week of April 1909, Lenin’s Clerkenwell and Iskra associate, Harry Quelch gave a talk at the Gaiety Theatre in Fife
entitled, ‘War and the Social Revolution’. John Maclean, who became Bolshevik Consul in Glasgow in the post-revolution
period, joined Quelch as speaker, as did George Gunn and Baile Cormie. Quelch warned of the dangers of war and the impact
that war would have on the progress of the Social Revolution that was already underway in British Society. In Quelch’s
estimation, war was the one safeguard of the capitalist system, and that the great burden and risk of war fell primarily on the
working classes. War and its possibilities would hold back the Socialist Movement and hinder Social Revolution. Whilst
capitalists could be heard deprecating war they were ‘all the time producing things that made war inevitable. (St Andrews
Citizen, May 1st 1909)

In October 1915 Lenin’s 16 Percy Circus host, Philip Whitwell Wilson had used exactly the same incendiary phrase in an article
published by The Fortnightly Review entitled — yes, you guest it — War and the Social Revolution. And although he may not have
arrived at the same bleak conclusion, the basic premise was just the same. In an extraordinary twist Wilson also divulged that
much of what he was about to write was based on a ‘private conversation’ he had had with the recently deceased Lord
Rothschild (April 1915). Wilson had been accused of abusing his parliamentary privilege in the past so this kind of candour

wouldn’t be totally out of character, and it certainly might explain the polarity of views being offered in the finished article.

Was Wilson’s recycling of Quelch’s phrase a coincidence? | suspect not. Just as it probably wasn't a coincidence that the phrase,
and the broad complex payload it carried, was recalibrated and re-served some twenty-five years later by Joseph Goebbels and

the Nazi Party as part of their ongoing propaganda programme: Der Krieg Als Soziale Revolution (War as Social Revolution).
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https://independent.academia.edu/alansargeant

*That Lenin had met with Gapon ahead of the Bloody Sunday demonstrations, and in view of the way that a dedicated support network was able to spring into
action almost immediately after the massacre, one really has to question the spontaneity of the Potemkin and Sunday events. What was the exact nature of the
relationship between Lenin, Gapon and Matushenko prior to 1905, and to what extent were the Worker’s and Naval uprisings genuinely grassroots
phenomena? By the time the Potemkin mutiny took place, Matushenko, a non-commissioned officer and former oilman, was already an active member of the
‘minority’ (Bolshevik) section of the Social Democratic and Labour Party, although his exact activities are still a matter of debate among historians (see: The Revolt
of the Potemkin, 1908 Konstantin Feldman). Some have Matushenko beginning his revolutionary life as a docker during the violent demonstration of March 16th
1903 in Rostov-on-Don — a student and worker march led by Samuel Gurvich, Chairman of the Rostov-on-Don Soviet Worker’s Deputies, but carried out under
the auspices of Lenin associates Sergei lvanovich Gusev (Yakov Drabkin) and Alexander Samoilovich Lokerman who visited Lenin in Secheron, Geneva in 1903
as part of the 2nd Congress (Memories of Lenin, Nadezhda Krupskaya, 1933, p.66). Incidentally, Lenin’s libary contains a copy of a book that Gapon presented to
Lenin on the 3rd day of the congress in 1905. The book is signed, ‘To the most honoured comrade, Lenin by way of good memory by the author, April 14th 1905"
(April 24th on the London calendar).

* Can't help but notice that George Liffen gave his son the name Theophile, which is French-Swiss in origin and an unsual step for a man who appears to have
been born in Great Yarmouth. George Theophile Tideswell Liffen served as Second Lieutenant in the Prince’s Own Regiment during the war that followed. The

most famous Theophile during the period in which his son was born was Theophile Gautier.

Who is Philip Whitwell Wilson?
¢ Bornin Kendal in the county of Westmorland in 1876 to Isaac Whitwell Wilson, wealthy woollen manufacturer (b.
1833) His grandfather John Jowitt Wilson had served as Justice of the Peace.
e Maths graduate of Cambridge and former president of the Cambridge Union Society.

e April 1899, marries Alice Selina Collins at Central Falls Congregational Church in Rhode Island, near Boston. She is the
daughter of Henry Collins.

e Makes anincendiary address to the Liberal & Radical Association on the abuse of Chinese Labour (Slavery) in mines in
South Africa (p.7 Shoreditch Observer 28 October 1905)

¢ As aRadical and Liberal MP for St Pancras South from 1906-1910 he enjoyed the support and confidence of many

Labour organisations.
¢ |ntroduces the first Unemployed Workmen's Compensation Bill into Parliament.
e Related to Industrialist and Liberal MP Isaac Wilson (director of the Stockton and Darlington Railway)

e Journalist for the left-wing Daily News (1907-1917) founded by Charles Dickens and owned at this time by George

Cadbury. Its editor was Alfred George Gardiner. Serves on the paper from 1910 as Parliamentary Columnist.
e Stands as Liberal candidate for Appleby in Westmorland in December 1910.
e Council member for Whitefield’s Central Mission, Tottenham Court Road.

e 1912 sees the publication of Wilson’s The Beginnings of Modern Ireland. Published by Maunsell & Company, owned by
Belfast publisher, actor and Celtic Revivalist/Gaelic League supporter George Roberts.
¢ In April 1915 he publishes, ‘The Unmaking of Europe’, an uncompromising take on the first five months of the war and

the motivations for the war.
e QOctober 1915, War and the Social Revolution is published.
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In 1918 he becomes American correspondent for the Daily News before moving to the New York Times.

1920 sees the American publication of Wilson’s The Irish Case Before the Court of Public Opinion. Published by Boston
Unitarian, D.L Moody'’s Fleming H. Revell Company.
In 1927 he publishes the Greville Memoirs (based on the politically scandalous diaries of Charles Cavendish Fulke

Greville)

Dies in New York in 1956.

War and Social Revolution (Philip Whitwell Wilson, The Fortnightly Review, October
1915)

Although clearly owing a great deal of debt to Harry Quelch’s 1909 lecture of the same name, Wilson takes adopts a curiously

Victor Grayson-esque take on the war’s impact on the ongoing Social Revolution. In fact, it’s difficult at times to know whether

he is backing the war simply on the basis that it will eventually destroy the very capitalist system it props up, or whether he is

experiencing the same fears as Quelch about the burden it will heap on the working class. So on balance, it’s fairly balanced. It’s

an ‘everybody’s a winner, everybody’s a loser’ kind of thing.

Here is the basic gist:

Forecasts the social and industrial problems that are bound to arise as soon as war finishes. Addresses the war’s
ongoing effect on transport and the coal trade. Says the scale of upheaval are “all the more formidable because its

causes are obscure and its range incalculable”

Wilson suggests that some of these “obscure causes” were defective education (‘chronic evils, still un-remedied’) and

volatile conditions in South Wale coal mines which bred fault on both sides (meddling trade unions etc).
Repeats Lenin’s belief that real change comes with the desire not to just revolt but the will to organise and govern.

Addresses the ‘mysterious disaffection’ experienced by working men and women despite the very real progress made in
provision. Says that although progress has been made existing legislation was ‘inadequate’. Describes it as ‘ambulance
work’ providing solutions and relief to only the most desperate cases. These changes ‘scarcely modified the status quo’.

The ‘rewards when converted into coin, left little change at the end of the week!

Wilson leaves some criticism for the hyperbole of the press, aggravating the situation by sensationalizing the greed and

waste of a disconnected London ‘regime’.
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¢ Interestingly he talks of a very private conversation with Lord Nathaniel Rothschild. He says Rothschild was of the
opinion that the war would give the working man bargaining power (through scarcity of labour as a result of enlistment).

This would lead to an increase in wages.

e Wilson talks of enlistment into the armed forces as a ‘leveller’. It gives rise to closer contact between the class extremes,
and to the blurring of boundaries (and taken to its logical conclusion, the complete erosion of British class structures

over time.

¢ Wilson posits that it will be impossible to ‘renew the old fabrics of industry’ after the war. Men will not want to go back
to their old ways. They will demand a voice (Grayson said much the same thing in his lectures in New Zealand prior to
enlisting, repeating Lenin’s belief that it could train and prepare men for the revolution that would follow the war). As
Wilson says, “To turn swords back into ploughshares will be a formidable task, but far more delicate will be the handling of

immense bodies of men whose minds have been unsettled by the collapse of the old regime and by their one hour of glorious life.”

e The article is a well-balanced, cautionary tale warning of an ‘artificial boom and bust’ for the working man and the

unemployment and desperation that might well follow.

e Unusually Wilson looks to the economic rebuilding opportunities the war will bring: “the reconstruction of devastated
areas must be as boldly financed as the war itself” Indemnities “will take years to clear off ... loans must be made in the form
of houses and goods for Belgium, Poland, Serbia, and the French Provinces.” Warning or celebration? It’s really very
difficult to tell.
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DROWNED.,

WASHED INTO TIIE SEA AT FASTINGS.

The foreignar wasiied from a groyne at Hastings|
jan Sundzy eveping and drowned is stuied by the
Lastbourne police to be Serge Gapon, tha Russian,

FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER |
|

|who claimed to be a brother of Father Gapon. A e

|week ago the misn was charged at Eastbowrn.. with
beng drunk and disorderly, and was rec.amended
to be expelled under the Aliens Act. He was re-
moved o Lewes Preon, but was released on Bun-
|day. Thke man returned to Eastbourne, and iuti-
‘m:-.’r_'(‘(.h:uc ke was goivg to Folkestone cr Dover
to seo the Russian Consul. At Hastings he was
!oeah holding on to the ruldings defying ti  waves.
Gapon then wnlked down the steps, and o wave
came and washed lnm away. Gallant efiarts were
made to rescue the man, but when the body was
recovered life wes oxtinct.
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SENSATIONAL TURN OF HOTEL
MYSTERY.
e

1S MRS. CUSHING ALIVE?

Sensational fiction is completely put in the

e
come 1o "o as 5
On March 11 & lady engaged rooms at Liflen’s
Hotel, Gilliagbem stevet, Pitmlico, acd on March|

she was found dead in bed as the result of
paisoning by corrosive sablimate. A letter loft,

52 the foot of the letter which she left, “ Marie
rval,” was a She was buricd at Wok:

her in Oxford-stever they had not apoken.
il she was convined of the dead woman's |
identity—she reongmined tle bandwuiing as that
of bor wistar, and a penkaife and paree as being

or property.  She also referred to a poculiar
faniily malfurmation of the third finger of the
deconsed’s left hand. & trace of which she said |
waa discernible in the gloves found in the bed |
rocm at the hotel

The Coroner, bowever, was by 50 wmeans satis-
flod that the deccaserl's idetity had been cstab.
lahed. The mystery decpesod yesterday, when tie |
foliowing lelter writien by the real Mra. Laura |
A. Cushing sppeared ia the columos of tae Paris

of the “ New York Herald ™ :
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SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1902.

2 l]NlVERSITY MAN, speaking French, Russian,
knowing German, desires a POST as PRIVATE Bw‘!l?l‘:ﬂBY,

Assistant in Scientific and Literary Researches, Master to a Pupil, or
compulu-ﬁygger. Russian Lessons also. — Letters, A A., 16,

q RUSSIAN LL.D. (and his Wife) would like to

EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LESSONS for ENGLISH with an
English Gentleman (or Lady).—Address Letters Mr. J. Ricnrzn, 30,
Holford Square, Pentouville, W C.

i ST. DAVID'S COLLEGE, LAMPETER.

| Sailors” ‘and Firemen’s Union '87;  was

risoned during Cardiff strike g1. Mari-

~ time Hall, West India Dock Road, London, E.

Wilson, Philip Whitwell (L.), elected for St.
Pancras, South D., Jan. 1s5th, 1906; b.'75;
E. Kendal Grammar School and Clare Coll.
Cambridge ; was President of the Union and
editor of the Grania ; assistant editor Dail

. News; author of “Why We Relieve”;
‘*Liberty and Religion”: member council
Whitefield’s Central Mission. 16, Percy
Circus, W.C. National Liberal.

ilson, William Tyson (Lab.),
- : _,vi,(,(\ . -~ -
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MAly  WCRUIREL LU LI
WILL THERE BE WiRD

The Chairman said they bLad chosen
hat Bunday for their meeting because,
wtwithstanding the posilion of Mr
isquith and the Goverument and the Op-
wsition as well, they =aw that there was
v fear that we were on the wverge of
var—war in a sense 1Lat no living person
n fthis country had evor koown. No
iving person could recellzet the foot of
he invader being on our shares. It was
wident that the donger was likely to be
irst seen on the shores of the Firth of
Farth. Tt was mobt for nothing that nll
hoss preparations werea boing made, and
bat these battleships weré continnally
noving about oor woters, The Socialists
wd soarced of infprmation as well as the
jovernment and the Opposition, aod they
\lso foared that war was dangerously
sear. Harry Queleh was no scaremonger,
aut be had sources of information open to
yim that were cloged to most people, and
‘or that Treason. they had tnken thnt
ypportunity  for hearing lbim  speak.
[Applause, )}

Comrade Quelch said that sowe of them
sonnected with the paper Justice weore
wecused of being  ecofemongers,  but
Socialists clnimed to be in favour of
sence always., They, however, helioved
‘here was a danger of war, and they
jemanded, before everything else, that
he pesple of the patien should be in-
‘ormed of what was geing on. They

Lenin at 16 Percy Circus, London

&Yy R AR A W AW AF LB &g AR AR B
tha people should be informed what s
going on in foreign affinirs. There wan
an idea that Mr Chamberlaio bl wanted
the war with the Boers, bul no iden
could be more mistaken. It was the
resulis of war that were wooted by the
capitalistic forces behind Mr Chamberlain,
amd thess were much strooger than ihe
Government. Of course, wow we had
got the Bouth Africon mines we wore
vory PEOSPEFGUS in  eonsequence.
(Laughter.) Bince the death of Queen
| Victoria our foreign poliey had been in
the direction of isolating Germany, and
that policy had gone far towards the
forming of o war party in that couniry.
This should be prevented as far & pos-
sible, but unleas the people knew what
was going on, how could they prevent
it? It was im:u:eimbin, fmﬂlll-ll all tl:l;-:
paration on the part of lain, t
r;:f. was no ﬂm::liﬂn of hostilities
on the of ¥, but tha people
should made aware of what the feur
was. (Applause.) While eopitalists were
depracating war they were all the time
producing things that made war inevit-
able. It was only wasta that would keep
the capitalist system going., and the pro-
ductivity of the eountry in proportion to
the labour employed was growing im-
mensely, The only allerantive to war
was Social revolution. The Socialisis

wished to prevent war. se ns to be al-
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Editor. (May 22, 1905). THE PASSPORT CASE, PROSECUTION AT
BOW-STREET, SIR E. CARSON'S STATEMENT (Sir Edward
Carson re. British passports for Russian bombers). The Globe.

THE GLOBE, TUESDAY, MAY 23,

1905.

STOP PRESS
TELEGRAMS.

ZETLAND STAKES.
Evelyn colt 1, Pleiades IL 2,
Albertist 3.—Ten ran.

LATEST CRICKET.
Liverpool.—Lancs., 4 for 0. Lunch.

ANGLO-JAPANESE
ALLIANCE.

INTERESTING SPEECHES.
.

TRIBUTES TO GREAT BRITAD‘

Tokio, Ma;

At the annual dinner of the Japan oclat

yesterday evening, Gen. Terauchi, Minister
of War, replying for the Jupmeu Army

the wnst gm csed by Capt. Brinkley, fol
mer f tl al Artillery, and editor

u{, declared that the Britis

rmy was mugu'ad by the essential element

of the npmt Bushndo Tlllla assurance an

by
times of crisis “was the result of their trus
and faith in their powerful
Admiral Baito, ecrenry-ﬂenenl of
Ministry of Marine, who res; onded for ti

Navy, said that the British had bee
its teacher and the model on w ich it wa
founded.

M. Bonoda, formerly Consul-General
London, in proj os the toast of the Cabi
net, passionate d that Japan wo
perish sooner thnn be conquered.

Count Katsura, the Premier, said tl
world could thank the AngloJapanese
ance for limiting the area of the war. T
end of the struggle was far off, but
people were prepared to defend their cou
try to the last drop of their blood.
three years’ existence of the alliance had

THE PASSPORT CASE.
PROSECUTION AT BOW-STREET.
SIR E. CARSON'S STATEMENT.

At Bow-street to-day Mr. Henry Noel Brails- ucm

ford, of Well Walk, Hampstead, and Mr. Arthur

Henry Muir M'Culloch, of Bolton-terrace,

Iavunmucant Ne'mue-nn Tyne, and Ber-
d before Bir

-nd the Foreign Office made enquiries as to how

Albert De Rutun on summonges charging them
with unlawfully conspiring with other persons
unknown to obtain a passport by falsely stating
that it was to be used by one of them for the
purpose of travelling in Russia, whereas it was
intended to be falsely and fraudulently used by
some other person, thus. endangering the
peaceful relations existing between the English
and Russian nations.

The Solicitor-General (Bir Edward Carson),
Mr. Bodkin, Mr. Button -nppoded the
summons on behalf of the Treasury; Mr. J. A.
Simon ap; d for the defendants. The Eul of
Desart, Director of Public Prosecutions,
nccupmd a len on the Bench, near counsel’s

Buperintendent Quinn and Detective-
Inapeehx H'Clrthy of Beotland Yard, repre-
sented the police.

CASE FQB THE CROWN
The Bohcxl.or-Geneul in opening case,
uld he was b the Athrnuy—Genml
appear on buhnlf of the prosecution. Mr.
Brn sford was & journalist, and Mr. M‘Culloch
was an actor. ey wers chargad wnh having
conspired tcgether tc obtain a assport
Russia by means cf a false declaration. It was
to enable cham, or either one of them, to supply
the document to some one who would thus be
able to travel in Russia as a British subject,
and to claim, under the passport, all Lh
privileges snd amenities always granted to a
-ubjeet of King Edward. The chnge ‘was brou:
under the common law, it being considered t!
nbhming a passport in this way, and for a
fraudul 08e, wn.s calculated to cause

purp:
Freat pubhc mischief. So far as he knew, the
ts of the eale were nol pnted In the
month of Oetol 904, Brailsford was

anxious to obr.-m fmm the i‘omgn Office pass-

ports to afford opportunities to certain persons

to travel in Russia for the purpose of spreadin

m the Czar's_dominions llmmtm of a certain

acter. He, therefore, asked Mr. M‘Culloch

1! he would sign the necessary daclnnmnn. 0

um ha might obtain a passport in his name.

MCulloch must have known that the pass-

rﬁ was not for himsel!, as he had no inten-
hun of travelling in Russia.

PROCEDURE FOR A PasspoRBT.
In the second place, he must have known
that the ob]ect ol Mr. Brailsford was to hand

the passport over to some other person, who
wml]d mpmuanﬁ hnnult to be M och,
thus obtain the

tacuon afforded to a British
ing to the regulations of the
ersons applying for a passport
ation, and o tun some person

subject. _ Acco)
Foreign Office,
mnat ngn a dec!

’s\ugwn. or notary—to verif; th-t. declaration.
Mr. Brailsford, therefore, induced Mr. Bertram
Christian, a member of the Bar, to venfy the
dsclunuan made by Mr. M‘Cullo The

tions of

their satisfaction with it.
Sir Claude Macdonald, the British Mi

ter, in the last speech of the evening,

the events of the past few weeks showe

that the alliance was a great factor in ri

stricting the area of hosmea —Reuter.

clearly demonstrated its value that all
ritish p had

GERMANY AND RUSSIA.
REMARKABLE RUSSIAN COMMENT.
(WROM OUR CORRRSPONDENT.)
Bt. Petersburg, May 18.
Professor tihe 1d ed
Russian chemist, has deolared to a membér
of the staff of the “ Petersburgskaya Gazeta
that the political movement in

B i T ey b 1 G
mmyu adavail [or 8 e 0! L
rstands very b

is to G 8
terest to weaken Russia by internal
orders. If German diplomacy is apparen
on Russia's side, then that may be constru
as a sign that German diplomacy is aw
that Russia will em: from its Gifficulti;
with comparatively liti dma.ge This is
personal opinion with regard to Germ
and you can pnnt it, if you wish; it is
the same to me.” Professor Mendeleyeff
cupies such a high ponmun xn scienti
circles at home l 1bro his re
are all the more strikin

THE OCEAN RACE.
NEWS OF THE SUNBEAM.
New York, May 23,
The steamer Kronprinz Wilhelm reports
wireless telegraphy that she passed
Brassey's yacht Sunbeam, one of the c
petitors in the ocean yacht race, at 1. 40 y 8
terday morning, in latitude 40,39 N.
tude 55.55 W..%emg 817 miles east of
Hook.—Reuter.
GRAND DUKE’S DAUGHTER DE
8t. Petersburg, Ma;
Princess Natalie, the youngest dullgiur
the Grand Duke Constantine, died to-day
meningitis. —Central News.

SNOWSTORM IN MARS.
According to a ‘“Standard” telegr
from Flagstaff (Arizona), Professor Lo
reports that the first winter snowstorm
Mars took place on May 10, Snow has I
over a vast area surrounding the old pol
oap.

-

Fo i

PENDING ELECTION.
YORKS (WHITBY).

3. HENNER'S HEALTH.
M Henner the French gmntar. whose h

el to be improving, a severe [Fe-
Aveording tn Dalziel, he was to haye

‘the) 1o Diis native place in Alsace for

fiat, bat on Sunday he suffered from syncope,

and the journey had to be abandoned.

Reprodu et Tor Ee e IO P IY P OSes OIy T O S Tetredl tipofis

e Russia —|wam also deceiving the Russian Governmen!

" | course, be compared with that on the

8o signed by Mr. ]['Cu.lloeh was
taken to the Foreign Office on the 28th of
October.  The Solicitor-General read the form
of the declaration which applicants for pass-
ports had to sign, and said he had no doubt
um when Mr. Christian llcnud the document
he acted in perfectly good faith. It was not
suggested lo' a moment thnt. Mr.
knew for what purpose the passport was to be
used. It would be seen from the regulations he
hld just read that every precaution was taken
g revent anyone but respectable British sub-
jects being granted passports as British sub-
jects. The act of the defendants was a deli-
rate one, and they must have known at the
time that they were deceiving the Forei,
Office and deceiving the Minister of Btate who
was doing his duty towards the King. Tho'y

who had internativnal arrangements with
England for the mutual advantage of the
citizens of both countries.
TaE S1oNATURE.

uﬁpon was eventually granted in the
nnmo of M'Culloch. There could be no doubt
that the ﬁ) gmrt in questicn went into the
hands of Mr. Brailsford. Bo far as was known,
it never went into the possession of Mr.
M'Culloch. Mr. Brailsford’s object in npplymg

M'Culloch was to enable him to
passport to be used for someone else. & e
passport was taken to the Russian ‘Consulate
in London, and the visé of the Consulate was
affixed to it on the 14th of November. At the
bottom of the the alleged

countries, and it
:‘ 88 to passports to be modifi

and | gentation of Mr.

was on the Continent at one ol the European

centres, and who was connected with the
Russian mn]nhogury mow':mnl _Dwmm’:
some passports. agreed

calvm]s’ a definite promise thadt thay lhnuld

be used f uulu.l m ngnndn r
uly dmmodom p nchon 0!

He un
certain literature into Ruuu. Ha (che Bolicitor-
Gﬁng;ul) ventured to suggest that a more dan-
gerous method of assisting the mml\moury
movemen!. in a !nandly foreign count:
not be conceived. He accepted entil
Brailsford’s statement that it was nnl{,°
tention that certain literature should
duced into Russia, but, of course, when thn
passport went out of his bands it was im)
nbla for him to control the improper use w eh
was certainly made o! lt Mr. M‘Culloch was
so seen, and (m;\c:ll was, ntn l:lm:hlqi
was that in si nmg ocument he
f:cm on the mque.gut. of Mr. Brailsford “tg‘ 8

o | view w enabling him to pass it on to

50D,
L DISCREDITABLE BUT CRIMINAL.

What had been done in this wae_calou-

chiet. It might, in eceriain
he relations huween the twu
e :night oause the arran| its

two countries. As
interests, it must be at once apparent 1o anyone
that

penle piians mtiek b
i larly at & time when Russia
i oy 4 5% 0 e s

{aith if it were found that pasupom
trafficked in in this way.

8! Jooked upon a3 a very grave maner‘ ‘and it had

hought proper fo bring it before the Cuun
::lnttx g‘;ks the pxn;’:glslﬂla to commit the def
dants for trisl.  The prosecution (hougm \t
ought io be brought home to the public that o

age in traffic of this mﬂuwu am! only dis-

ble, but was & crimingl matte)
“I’Ed\;n': e was then called in support of this

sm;ement
Tas EVIDENCE.
Mr. Bertram chm;tnn of Temple-gardens,
stated that he signed ‘gus ports on the repre-
Brail that
named were friends of his, and that Lhera was
no need for witness to l‘l;ve
Amin
highest character, and would not, in
:mﬁmd :Mopﬁ ion, deliberately assist in ter-

Mr H Martin, a clerk in charge of the
Passport De]:smnent in Downing-street, glva
ondenee 2s to the issue of the passports in
g=2atior

er lormnl evidence having been mven, the
m?lﬁ‘ger of the Hotel Bristol in St. Pelersburg
was called, Mr Simon objected to his evidence,
and after some nrgument Bir Albert De Rutzen
decided to allow it.

The n{anager then explained, through an in-
terpreter, the nature of the explosmn, and pro-
duced the passport in the name of M‘Culloch,
found on the deceased man. _According to the
vises on the passport, the holder appeared to
have visited with it many large towns besides
8t. Petersburg.

Other evidence having been given, the case
was adjourned for a fortnight.

OFFERTORIES AND INCOME TAX.
VICTORY FOR POOR INCUMBENTS.

The Rev. Z, H, Turton, of Bt. Mary’s, South-
dnwn Great Yarmouth, won a notable victory
for poor incumbents over the Income Tax Com-
uuamonen in Mr. Justice Channell's contt.
to-day. The point was whether gifts from
oﬂemry w mada% juately remunerated clugy-mcn
were taxable e Commissioners, who have
had several skirmishes with provincial clergy-
men with respect to Easter offerings, decided
that the gifts were in the nature of payment for
services rendered, and therefore clearly assess-
able.

Mr. Turton, who supported his appeal against
the decision in !)emon, argued that the gift was
made because of his puvert{ It was true he
would not_have received it had he not been in-

signature of Mr. "M‘Culloch, but, g0 lar as could
be ascertained, that was nof Mr. M‘Culloch’s
signature. One of the regulations on the pass-
port was that as soon as possible after the
receipt of the document tha older should write
his signature upon it. He could not un{ who
attached the signature to this pass) ut it
was clearly signed by the pemn w n mtended
to use it, the reason {)e that whil

t, but charity never stood alone. There
was always & second factor. A gave mone; h
B because he was poor, but would not have
so had they not been brother officers in t.he
Army 20 years before; or C gave money to D be-
cause he was poor, but would not hnvo done so
hd D nat vsd BG' years in the

To
nl i.ha axnbence o! the second factor waﬁd make

m Russia the holder m ht be uked to sign his

name at any time. Ifxa signature would, of

assport,

lny difference would be noticed. The pass-

handed by Mr. Brailsford to some

nlhsr E:non and nothing more was heard of it
until February 25th of this year.

Tar Horer Brisror Exerosion.

On that date there was an explosion of a
bomb, or an infernal machine of some bnd at
the Hotel Bristol, St. Peteraburg. that
explosion a man who was staying at O.he hotel
Was nppunnt.ly m the possession of the instru-
ment causing utmon He was found
to have holn hvmg the hotel in the name

of M'Culloch. He was as a British

unbject. -mmulgh he was a . The
ussian police found smong the remains of this

man, who was killed by the force of the ex-
glonwn, [ issued_on
ctober Mr.

indeed,

lhlt ellhnr ol tbe dehndlnh being
Englis en, passed ocument on to this
man, whoever he wu, but they pum it on
to some person other than the one to whom
it was granted. Although he could not say—

Qoau

.| because there was no evidence—that the pass-

port was handed over to this man, yet if an
this kind was tolerated it must, of
grave danger. It
possession of the

course,
-npured that the mai

. | passport arrived at she Hatel Bristol on January

25th last, wlr. a_month before explosion
occurred. n his arrival he gave his Fnlapoﬂ
N&ﬂ!lﬂf for the purposa of having

police aut nnhe.u He

the name of Arthur Henry ir M
British subject, 37 years of age, und repmun!ed
that he was 1n Russia on private business. After
lhe exnlonon there wam sommunijcations be-
jussian snd English Governments,

ave

®

t or income tax.
Hr J\luuce Chnnell held t.hn',Mx Turton was
right, an it this was not additional remunera-
tion, huﬁ a gift bo a poor person while i m occus
pation of & efice which is also T
appeal was therefore allowed with wuu his
Lordship pointing out that Mr. Turfon had
saved the country expense by appearing in
person.

THEATRICAL ACTION,
ALLEGED BBEACH OF CONTRACT.
To-day, in the Kin nch Division, Mr.
Justice Darling and a cummon jury heard an
action brought by Miss Ethel Carrie Thomas,
who is gﬂ rofessionally known as Miss O. Carrie,
r. Chas, Frohman and Mr. A. E. Gati,

against
s‘n]lmamn of bhc Vaudeville Theatre, for
lgeu for all of contract.

The case for pl alnu!l is that she was en
to play the part of the Gibson Girl in the “ 5"&
of the Beason.” After several weeks' rehearsal
the engagement commenced on September 9, and
on the 30th plaintiff received a note to the effect
that her en, unr- would be terminated in a
it was ex-
plained l.lut lhere were several members of the
company who were returning, and that it was
necessary to make room for them. The de-
lenmtﬁ pleaded that the dismissal was
2.

THE DOVER-CALAIS SERVICE.
Another turbine steamer is to be added to the
?over—C..lmn service. The vessel is to be built
n

The official journal of Buda Pesth publishes a
decree of the council of Ministers to the effect
ihat the embargy md on the export of food-
stuffs, on August 10 last year, cesses from to-
morTow,

case
lated to cause the greatest posslble public nm- P. o
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latter told him he was asked by a person who o
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In the match between Roberts and Stevenson
5 the scores at the end of nterdly‘u ﬂny Were =
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8,334;
Btevenson reached his points with an unfinished
break of 163.

MONEY MARKET THIS DAY,

LATEST MOVEMENTS.
(Tax Tirz Prrcms wiry sz Fouxp o Pasz n.
City Office, 28, Threadneedle-street, 2.30 p.
There is very little business doing 'in the Smoi
Exchange. Consols are steady.
The changes in Foreign Gnvnmmem. Becuris
ties are confined 1o a rise of 4 in Japanese 1903

and 4 in Spanish, and a fall of § in Peruvian Das
ferred and ditto Prefe:
Home Railways sre slightly dull. Brighton

Deferred, Midland Preferred, North-Eastern, and
Bouth-Western Deferred are } lower, and Norf

British .
American R.uhu llm n temporary rally,
have become flat lwaukee, New York

Central, Wnblsh Prefemd and Union Pacifio
have declined 2, Louisville, Southern Pacific,

and Erie 1}, ditte Prelerred, Tllinois Central, and
Southern 1, New York Ontario 1}, and others §
to 4. BSteel Common is § down, and ditto Pres
ferred 1§. As regards Canadian Railways, Canas
dian Pacific has fallen 2, Grand Trunk Ordmnrs
md ditto ’l‘hud Preference §, and ditto Becon
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T R.AH are steady.
B:;axilncm lxming Shu_ es have become ds
cases

given wly i .
BUPPOS]:D smPPING DISASTER
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Nawloundlnnd with 128 Fr fishermen as

gers. Nothing has lmel been heard of

F he -hip. which, it is feared, has foundered.

Many families of fishermen have gome inte
mum’mng

! The annasl mesting of the South Atrican Colo-
nirstion Society will be held to-morrow at Grose
venor House. Princess Christian, who is an
hon member of the Executive Committee, has
anseunced her intention of being present. Ths
ccalr will b uksn bv Lord Onslow, and am~n

Blouasans.emar

Sae . I.e ‘ ‘BII’ c}g:haﬁd solomun*
T ansvaa! slati
T i Toar el esd D Fic

BOARI



Rectangle


Editor. (May 22, 1905). THE PASSPORT CASE, PROSECUTION AT BOW-STREET, SIR E. CARSON'S
STATEMENT (Sir Edward Carson re. British passports for Russian bombers). The Globe.

TRANSCRIPT

THE PASSPORT CASE.
PROSECUTION AT BOW-STREET.
SIR E. CARSON'S STATEMENT.

At Bow-street to-day Mr. Henry Noel Brailsford, of Well Walk, Hampstead, and Mr. Arthur Henry Muir M'Culloch, of
Bolton-terrace, Lovaine-crescent, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and Berwick-street, Manchester, appeared before Sir Albert De
Rutzen on summonses charging them with unlawfully conspiring with other persons unknown to obtain a passport by
falsely stating that it was to be used by one of them for the purpose of travelling in Russia, whereas it was intended to
be falsely and fraudulently used by some other person, thus endangering the peaceful relations existing between the
English and Russian nations.

The Solicitor-General (Sir Edward Carson), Mr. Bodkin, and Mr. Sutton supported the summons on behalf of the
Treasury; Mr. J. A. Simon appeared for the defendants. The Earl of Desart, the Director of Public Prosecutions,
occupied a seat on the Bench, near counsel's box. Superintendent Quinn and Detective-Inspector M'Carthy, of Scotland
Yard, represented the police.

CASE FOR THE CROWN.

The Solicitor-General, in opening the case, said he was directed by the Attorney-General to appear on behalf of the
prosecution. Mr. Brailsford was a journalist, and Mr. M'Culloch was an actor. They were charged with having
conspired together to obtain a passport to Russia by means of a false declaration. It was to enable them, or either one
of them, to supply the document to some one who would thus be able to travel in Russia as a British subject, and to
claim, under the passport, all the privileges and amenities always granted to a subject of King Edward. The charge was
brought under the common law, it being considered that obtaining a passport in this way, and for a fraudulent purpose,
was calculated to cause great public mischief. So far as he knew, the facts of the case were not disputed. In the month
of October, 1904, Mr. Brailsford was anxious to obtain from the Foreign Office passports to afford opportunities to
certain persons to travel in Russia for the purpose of spreading in the Czar's dominions literature of a certain character.
He, therefore, asked Mr. M'Culloch if he would sign the necessary declaration, so that he might obtain a passport in his
name. Mr. M'Culloch must have known that the passport was not for himself, as he had no intention of travelling in
Russia.

PROCEDURE FORA PASSPORT.

In the second place, he must have known that the object of Mr. Brailsford was to hand the passport over to some other
person, who would represent himself to be M'Culloch, and thus obtain the protection afforded to a British subject.
According to the regulations of the Foreign Office, persons applying for a passport must sign a declaration, and obtain
some person —a banker, magistrate, barrister, physician, surgeon, or notary—to verify that declaration. Mr. Brailsford,
therefore, induced Mr. Bertram Christian, a member of the Bar, to verify the declaration made by Mr. M'Culloch. The
document, so signed by Mr. M'Culloch, was taken to the Foreign Office on the 28th of October. The Solicitor-General
read the form of the declaration which applicants for passports had to sign, and said he had no doubt that when Mr.
Christian signed the document he acted in perfectly good faith. It was not suggested for a moment that Mr. Christian
knew for what purpose the passport was to be used. It would be seen from the regulations he had just read that every
precaution was taken to prevent anyone but respectable British subjects being granted passports as British subjects. The
act of the defendants was a deliberate one, and they must have known at the time that they were deceiving the Foreign
Office and deceiving the Minister of State who was doing his duty towards the King. They were also deceiving the
Russian Government, who had international arrangements with England for the mutual advantage of the citizens of



both countries.
THE SIGNATURE.

The passport was eventually granted in the name of M'Culloch. There could be no doubt that the passport in question
went into the hands of Mr. Brailsford. So far as was known, it never went into the possession of Mr. M"Culloch. Mr.
Brailsford's object in applying | to Mr. M'Culloch was to enable him to get a passport to be used for someone else. The
passport was taken to the Russian Consulate in London, and the vise [visa] of the Consulate was affixed to it on the
14th of November. At the bottom of the passport appeared the alleged signature of Mr. M Culloch, but, so far as could
be ascertained, that was not Mr. M'Culloch’s signature. One of the regulations on the passport was that as soon as
possible after the receipt of the document the holder should write his signature upon it. He could not say who attached
the signature to this passport, but it was clearly signed by the person who intended to use it, the reason being that while
travelling in Russia the holder might be asked to sign his name at any time. His signature would, of course, be
compared with that on the passport, and any difference would be noticed. The passport was handed by Mr. Brailsford
to some other person, and nothing more was heard of it until February 25th of this year.

THE HOTEL BRISTOL EXPLOSION.

On that date there was an explosion of a bomb, or an infernal machine of some kind, at the Hotel Bristol, St.
Petersburg. In that explosion a man who was staying at the hotel was apparently in the possession of the instrument
causing the explosion. He was found to have been living at the hotel in the name of M'Culloch. He was passing as a
British subject, although he was a Russian. The Russian police found among the remains of this man, who was killed
by the force of the explosion, a passport which had been issued on October 28 in the previous year to Mr. M'Culloch.
He would be very sorry, indeed, to suggest that either of the defendants, being Englishmen, passed the document on to
this man, whoever he was, but they passed it on to some person other than the one to whom it was granted. Although
he could not say because there was no evidence—that the passport was handed over to this man, yet if an abuse of this
kind was tolerated it must, of course, be because of a very grave danger. It appeared that the man in the possession of
the passport arrived at the Hotel Bristol on January 25th last, just a month before the explosion occurred. On his arrival
he gave his passport to the hotel proprietor for the purpose of having it placed with the police authorities. He gave the
name of Arthur Henry Muir M'Culloch, a British subject 37 years of age, and represented that he was in Russia on
private business. After the explosion there were communications between the Russian and English Governments, and
the Foreign Office made enquiries as to how it was a Russian subject was allowed to use a passport issued to a British
subject.

MR. BEAILBPORD'S ADMISSIONS.

Mr. Brailsford evidently became aware that inquiries were being made, for on March 17 he sent the following letter to
Detective-Inspector M'Carthy, of Scotland Yard:—"Dear sir,—I hear you are investigating the affair of the M'Culloch,
Halley, and Malloch passports. They were all obtained by me, and these three gentlemen had no knowledge whatever
of what subsequently became of them, or of the use for which they were destined. Should you require further
information as to my share in the matter it is at your disposal.”" Detective-Inspector M'Carthy called upon Mr.
Brailsford, and the latter told him he was asked by a person who was on the Continent at one of the European centres,
and who was connected with the Russian revolutionary movement, to obtain some passports. He agreed to do so, after
receiving a definite promise that they should only be used for peaceful propaganda purposes. He understood that to
mean the introduction of certain literature into Russia. He (the Solicitor- General) ventured to suggest that a more
dangerous method of assisting the revolutionary movement in a friendly foreign country could not be conceived. He
accepted entirely Mr. Brailsford's statement that it was only his intention that certain literature should be introduced
into Russia, but, of course, when the passport went out of his hands it was impossible for him to control the improper
use which was certainly made of it. Mr. M'Culloch was also seen, and his case (which was, no doubt, true) was that in
signing the document he was acting on the request of Mr. Brailsford with a view to enabling him to pass it on to a
third person.

DISCREDITABLE BUT CRIMINAL.



What had been done in this case was calculated to cause the greatest possible public mischief. It might, in certain
circumstances, seriously involve the relations between the two countries, and it might cause the arrangements as to
passports to be modified as between the two countries. As regarded our own commercial interests, it must be at once
apparent to anyone that people who had legitimate business in Russia—particularly at a time when Russia was
engaged in foreign conflict, and had great domestic troubles—might be suspected of bad faith if it were found that
passports were being trafficked in in this way. It was, therefore, looked upon as a very grave matter, and it had been
thought proper to bring it before the Court, and to ask the magistrate to commit the defendants for trial. The
prosecution thought it ought to be brought home to the public that to engage in traffic of this kind was not only
discreditable, but was a criminal matter. Evidence was then called in support of this statement.

THE EVIDENCE.

Mr. Bertram Christian, of Temple-gardens, stated that he signed the passports on the representation of Mr. Brailsford
that the parties named were friends of his, and that there was no need for witness to have personal knowledge of them.-
-Cross-examined: Mr. Brailsford was a man of the highest character, and would not, in witness's opinion, deliberately
assist in terrorism. Mr. H. S. Martin, a clerk in charge of the Passport Department in Downing-street, gave evidence as
to the issue of the passports in question.

Other formal evidence having been given, the manager of the Hotel Bristol in St. Petersburg was called. Mr. Simon
objected to his evidence, and after some argument Sir Albert De Butzen decided to allow it.

The manager then explained, through an interpreter, the nature of the explosion, and produced the passport in the name
of M'Culloch, found on the deceased man. According to the vises on the passport, the holder appeared to have visited
with it many large towns besides St. Petersburg.

Other evidence having been given, the case was adjourned for a fortnight.



Dr. David Soskice. (Jun. 02, 1905). WITH FATHER GAPON, HISTSSTORY OF THE MASSACRE, SHOT DOWN LIKE DOGS. The (London) Daily News.
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#DESTINY OF OUR EMPIRE DEPENDS UPON THIS
ACTION.”

ADMIRAL KILLED BY FIRST SHOT,

JAPANESE OFFICER'S DESCRIPTION OF BATTLE.

ians, it is estimated,

and men wore determined that mot a ship,
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ADMIRAL TO HIS MEN.

Qi vessels hoisted the battlo flag and Ad-
siral Ty alled from the Mikasa:
{1 desting of onr Fmpire depends upon
action. You are all expected to do your
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i line,
<ian

agai
while our third di
roar, thus envelap

cnt proceeded Tiotly. Our second
conrse parallel to the line

. this movement completing

opmient of the I

J -ians were seen attemp

to break

PIMVERLESS TO ESCAPE.

ned on all sides, the enemy were
s to excape.  Previous
n given to the destroyers
to  attack those of the
tips which were set on fire, and, fol-

« naval officer who has returned to

ning  wireloss mes-
squadron is in

rendezvous and
Our men scemed filled with inspira-
1 was sighted to the south-
rongh and the torpedo boats
“lird fighting squadron, with the Takeshiki

the maiu squadron learned by a

up the east channel of

gor flotilla headed slightly to the cast-

course of this maneuvre the cnomy
appeared to the southward, and at 1.45

CRUISER BLOWN UP.
ST. PETERSBURG, June 1,
News has been reccived here that the Russian
cruiser Tzumrud has reached Vladivostok.—
Reuter.
Later.
The Commander of the Isumrud reports that
he blew the cruiser up to prevent her falling
into the hands of the enemy.—FExchange

RUSSIAN AND JAP CASUALTIES.
TOKIO, May 81
The Russian losscs in the great naval battle
are variously estimated ol from seven to nine
thousand, exeluding priso
Tho total Japances pasualties in the batla of
;:. Sen of J¥pan were under eight hundred.—
uter.

TOGO'S SEVENTH AND EIGHTH
REPORTS.

The following telegrams have been reccived
at the Japaneso ion :

Admiral Togo's seventh report reccived on
‘the moming of May 3lst:

“From the reports of the various dmmnl
under me, it appears that the Oslinbia, being
sorfously damaged at the early stago of the
battle of the 2Tth of May, left the line and
sank at 3 p.m.

“The Sissoi Veliki, Admiral Nalkhimoff, and
Viadimjr Monomach, already suffered leavily
at midday on May 25th, and at night they were
so damaged by our destroyer and torpedo-boat
flotillas that they were completely put out of
action.
ey were discovered the next morning
drifting near Teushima by our converted
cruisers Shinano-maru, Yawata-maru, Tainan-
marn, and Sado-maru, but sank before they
could bo captured. Their survivors of about,
915 were taken up by the above-mentioned con-
verted cruisers and the people on the coast.

“Tt is certein from the statements of pri-
soners that the Navarin was struck by four tor-
pedocs from our torpedo flotilla on the 27th of | t]
May and sank,

“The commander of the Niitaka reports that
the Svictlana was discovered at 9 a.m. of the

by the Niitaka and Otowa.
“Tho Aurora and Almaz are suspected to

" | have been sunk during our torpeds attack on

the night of 27th May.

“Respecting the Zemtehug, mentioned in

the list of sunken ships in the previous report,
her fate is uncertain, and her name has to be|
cancelled from the list pending reliable infor-
ion.
After all, eight battloships, three armoured | .
cruisers, and three coast defence ironclads,
which formed the main force of the Russian
ficet, were sunk or captured, and most of the
second-class eruisers and other subsidiary
vessels were destroyed, so that the whole Rus-
sinn squadron was practically anuibilated by
this battle.

* Regarding the dnmngc-sol our fleet, the nuh-
soquent reports show that during the night
attack of the 27th the torpedo-boats 34th, 35th,
and 69th sank, but most of their erews were
rescued by their companions. Otherwise no

§|ship whatever vus lost. The damages to the
d

arger vessels, including destroyers, were very
slizht, and none of them wero incapacitated for
action.
* Out total casualties now estimated at 800.

“As nearly the whole of the Japanese and
the Russian fleet were engaged in the battle,
its field greatly e(u-nded Mnr(-over. the
weather being misty, it was impossible to see
more than five miles. I was, therefore, nnnble
to keep in sight all divisions under me, even in
daytime.
Besides, the battle occupied two days and
ats, and our various divisions attacked the |9
encmy, who scattered in every direction, and

* | been wounded by

23th of May off Chekuten Bay, Korea, and sunk |,

ALFONSO'S ESCAPE.
CAREFULLY PREPARED OUTRAGE.

—_—

SEVERAL ARRESTS.

—_—

DISCOVERY OF ANOTHEB-BOM]I
(From Our Owa Correspondent.)
Aocoring to tho ltes repois reoired|
the Prefect of Police, ﬂﬂ«m ptnnn haj

7

WITH FATHER GAPON.

HIS STORY OF TIE MASSACRE.

SHOT DOWN LIKE DOGS.

—

(By Dr. David Soskice,)

“What strack
historic days,” said Father Gapon to me, “ was
the behaviour of the women. The courage they
displayed while under tne fire of the soldiers,

really astonishing. It was not in tens or|

this morning nk’m‘ufman his way bal
from the Opera to the Quai d'Orsay.

None of the victims have Been very da
gorously hurt. Among the wounded are )
troopers and two' constables. The others we
onlookers, mndm‘mo‘h.lmntmdll
nmw\'l which, at the point where the boi

the Rue
ue de an].l about
minutes’ walk from the O
The bomb buret, some tweaty yards beh]

in which the King and the Pre

and
Captaine Schinoider and Garnier, who were ri
ing close by the Klng' carringe. The hord
reared, kicked, and plunged, and tried to bd
but were held in. c-p..m Schneider was
command of the escort of Cuirassiers. Captd
Garnier was his juior.
ly looking ocut, from one of the uy

windows of a house nnlu strect corner
by & fragment of the bomb. The aowd i
panic, made off in all directio

blocked in the effort. The Republmn Guat

The amazing
Tively trivial,

HIS MAJESTY’S COOLNESS,

Neither the President nor the King sho
any sign of alarm. The King glanced rou
at the scene of the e
for a i

oyal carriage drove off at increased
ai dOrsay.

wal
beger

were next
how many there were.
The Anarchist was surprised in his P
lodgings, and the detectives fnlind sove
bombs in his baggage. cla
that he was merely an nxperunenh! clua
knowing nothing of and caring nothing

politics.

Mnnwhxle the alleged Anarchist is un
arrest, and the contents of his bombl are at
municipal laboratory, in charge of M. Gi
chief of the institution.

ree other persons were nlm arrested in

the explosion.
discussing {he event,

he affair, (ieir apparent knowledge of
aroused his suspicions. And so they e
taken into custod:

the spo
TM Tndr Unionists of the Boulse du T)

B Tt N

r
it
a
t
3
e
e

“| of such wanton ﬂlmkr, and we had faith in

% -vrlnh some lu!‘ but the mass went onward
the Czar.  Agai

. [found cnly two or three workmen able to rise,

f
all that! " I remarked.

signed the petition to the Czar, but in thou- |/
nmi tens n( thousands, en ml-o—llmnd

The brilliant dark eyes of Father Gapon grew
dim, and an expression of sadness passed across
hulm annnh-tfulvhh lMltho

which we were eitting.
#1 especially remember two women wh por-
sisted in walking before me, in wder to pro-

them away by force. T don't think they are
living now. . . .
“Were ther many killed!
“The best wore killed. . . "

His pale face had grown paler still, and deep
lines of suffering had spread across his high
forehead when lu:poh again.

acted way. Peaple say
zlu the warning in other pllau

I inquired.

I felt horror creeping into my heart.
¥ vu is wondorful that you escaped unhurt!”

e was & mirectol Tndeed it waa  miracle!
The night before wo all had sworn

would reach the Crar or diel We knew Lhn
they would shoot. at vs, but we did not think

our numbers and in mination. We
believed that if our b!ood was :pdt it would

prepars_tho for the triumph of our

use, When I stood up and gaw those behind
the rows of the the prooession stretched
almost it , into the

+ And my Vassily lay (f12!

PIGMIES ARRIVE

—_—

THE KING TO SEE THEM.
WHAT THEY ARE REALLY LIKE

ow, probably, they will have an andience with,
l!u-" the King.

Much nonsense of the usual ignorant * Miss-
ng Link’ type has besn written about theso
eresting little folk. They have been do-
bed as more wild animals, dull and stupid
atures, mare like monkeys than men in ap-
m, s, Ires bright thea the gorilla in intel
and possessed of no language beyond!
or five guttural noises, and having no no-
sleeping, . and|
allowing in dirt.

They azo nothing of the kind, writes ane of

® quick appreciation of the vu-y
ng buman tones rn.ll which they may be
resod.  Odily enou;h, Shey s bt s
uriosity.

um'ﬂsmmyu-
id no heed

word, and, stripping to umr Toin-c}
e En\l.r huh Tnen mmd into a solemn song-

y refused to ride in the same
ur-wheeler as the four men

te. to ther Mmzpﬂwhubonnbm:.n
Mupmuuhe,w .lmn: rail littlo black Svomen. seo it in
Why do they lis “qﬂ.hﬂunmnuhwtn‘htlt_u.

thonf .+ 1 looked, nnduvth-t'.lmr It is not fear; H-y w
wero stretohed out e o thed, nor when their
blood on the suow' o e siood jands wre taken hold of. Bat nothing il

'l'bq do not look n.lkyi but

inclined to think uw. thm- is a lﬂmltlun‘
Fhich is n%:ndl tlxelr sense nf pmprnty‘

At given a
large room, in which '.bay will Iwe dih.n‘ their
ftay in London. On ome side two ‘wool
nzttresses side by side, with hlnnkm. accom-
m;dsf‘ the four little men. ho i
t was curious to see how quic
By quickly they

0| Boares) s fierco attack on

> literally, the administrator of tho Act.

PICTURES IN
PARLIAMENT.

——

THE HOUSE AND THE MOTOR,

in| ALLEGED BREACH OF FAITIL

DEMAND FOR SHARPER
PUNISHMENTS.

INQUIRY NEXT SESSION.

WESTAINSTER, Thursday Night.

At rare intervals the House emerges from its
work of minor routine and engages on a sub-
ject of genuine human interest. This was the
case this afternoon, when Mr. Catheart Wason
brought up the administration of the Motor-
car Act of two years ago and fastened on a
proposal to reduce Mr. Gerald Baliour’s salary
by £100 (fnally, bowever, moved by Mr.

his predecessor,
Mr. Long, the author and practically, if nob
There
is no subject which more keenly divides the
House than thst of motor-cars. Bir. Wason,
who has an Australian experience, spoke, T
am bound to say, with some asperity. He
charged Mr. Long directly with breach of faith.
Plodge-keeping is & delicate topic just now,
and Mr. Long, who is not familiar with the
angelic mood, hotly resented the charge.

What really happened was this. Tt will bs
remembered that throughout the debates on
the Motor-car Act the then President of the
Local Government Board strongly opposed tho
speed limit. But the House was against him,
and after a private interview ho consented
to give the local authorities power to fix such
a limit, and to insert that provision in the Bill.
Buf, having given the undertaking and ver-
bally made it good, he proceeded to nullify it
in practice by issuing an order recommending
local suthorities not to impose o speed limit

8ign [ of ten miles or under for speoific districts, but

to rely on the power of checking murderous
motorists through the first section of the Act,
which deals with furious driving.

This was confessed both by Mr. Long and
Mr. Balfour, and the House could mot but
note it. Mr. Wason called it “gross and im-
pertinent action,” and being called to order by
Mr. Jeffreys, withdrew his hot words, All one
can say is that it was most unfortunate action.
Supposing—to uk-.- & capital example—the

had

Bﬂoglm, a 'i:t, ;nllyf-lmlunl lmlc old dn(.

enough
-rnlnptly Sbpropriated a large i hm.uell
is_right as chief, with a delicious air of
tgll importance, Hi e way
o taks bis stse. T white woallen krickers
[Fhito ‘woollo sweater, and biack stockings

with o to find in we were
stopped, and slashod at with swords and fired
upon by the endless volleys. But nothing
could break our determination until after tl
fast, volley, when T again stood up, unhurt, and

with me. They pushed me into a by-street,
and tore off my cassock; one of them drew
acissors from his pocket and quickly crnpped
my hair; another, a poor ra fellow,
his coat upon me and his cap, and I was tai -
to the house of a friend who immediately
shaved ul my beard, and after that l -en( to!
G—. He is & good--a really noble m;

CT lbouid hibee goas il Hiing Thiougk

nld that lo me

vail are bitterly
bl (o i Ao el

We discussed Qhe situation in Russia for

has already—as far as T have been able to
tain—about a hu and fifty susp
characters in confinement. They have b
dmnbed»\-y the secret police—as Ana
Some of them are Ttalian, some Spani
of them French. They are to be d-etnmed
ing the King's stay,

“MY BAPTISM OF FIRE.”
high spirits this mornil
ytonsl‘:‘s life, his Maj
said wit] -nule, "I have noulud my bapt,
of fire withot havi een to
According to detnk which luu been

ceived concerning the attempt on the Ki
Spain's life, it appears that the Anarcl

King Alfonso waain
Referring to the a

¥ hours, and the prospect of the canse. For
obvious reasons I cannot enter into the details
of our conversation. I will only mention that.
!u]wr Gapon is as determis as ever to lead.
ple of Russia to their attack upon
m. But he does not believe that the
eleventh hour has come.
“T am pessimistic,” he told me. “T do not
hehm in the possibility of an immediate gene-
insurrection. Before our cause un tnumph
mnnk—ury much blood will yet and
many lives sacrificed. But u\ o i oer
tain: that the upheaval unnnt be smoothed
over by any power in the world. It will grow
and .pmvl till it swallows the worn-out,
régime. And wo must work for it!"

i

lying on his back, with his legs ornm«l and one
oot m the air, he formed an mnusing picture.

. had taken off his boots and put them on the
al

Whon T was introduced to them, the four
en saluted, the women took no notice. Not
word was said at first, and all looked very
lemn, But when Matnga's ribs wore tickled,
hat frendly approach broke the ice
with laughtor and talked frecly. Very
. ekt got on the friendly side of the
ively Mongogo, for though probably over 20
e ia just like. what @ little boy of
tu

‘hatever it was that they said, it made the
ptiers langh very heartly: and, very often, it
k very suspiciously that they were

Fokine, revaris aboat their vitors, and 16y
fistinctly poking fun at them, or else eyes neves
vero less truthfully tell-tale, ~ At last,

fome fun which wes passing.
A f cigarettes was presented to them.
But {hun;h the case was left open on the table
none helped himself a second time until in-
rited. The first cigarette Mafanti Mengi tried
o light at the gold-tipped end, but was shown
as wrong, At the next cmume
fie did 7ot make the mistake again.
matches had been put on the tablo for ety
Later it was taken up lest it might not be safe
2 leave with them. “Mafanti Mongi promply
nlukml it to be sure Lhat
, put it vack on {be

carrying the first bomb probably took up a,
place in the last row of the crowd, and when
the procession was passing he must have JM
His arm as if in the act of cheering
thrown the bomb. The pm]ectl.le burst to th-
left of tho carringe on side wl
Loubet was sitting. The plne!.: of the vehldu
were perforated in several places, and the frag-
ments al the bomb flying under the landau
struck the door on the right side. A footman
who was sitting on the drivers left was slightly
wounded in the leg.

Notwithstanding the alarm caused by the

outrage, the men of the military escort mever

left their placos aronnd the Royal carriage for
a moment. The King displayed nm pnnmu
of mind and exceptional courage. He stood uj
in the earriage and emnxy mmrm “Yt .s

some aro still engaged in dutics

battle, so that it will bo some days beforo de-

tailed Teports can be forwarded.”

FOELKERSAHM'S DEATH IN CONNING
TOWER.

Ui order, onr fifth destroyer flotil
(ke oiten, oar B1th S Ts ey whish fith Report from Admiral Togo, roesived
. m division was panring in s terrible|on May 3

il L it el o v thedlaat .. Too Comiandae ot the Rasign; setiried

" The Russian ship oontinued
and \.wm, n.\ pproaching torpedo-

ose in the meantime on:
o Rusian until it arrived
ongth of the ebjeetive.
Shicanuhi first lnunched two
o other destroyers ane eac]
ed twa shells, but her com-
amage.

¢ furionsly,

of confusion

la, after -mkm:;zlw
in tie wake of the second
ing somothing like |}
Attack them,”
mhn od, and located

amd was foating bottom up-
1ty survivors were clinging to the
1 for assistance.

wod with darkness.  Ovders had
fur a torp-do attack e deckomm
i dostroyer Aotillas, di it
taddons. cotled against the Itus-
buing kept up tho whole

RCILIGHTS GIVE RUSSIANS
VAY.

T o wnens frinirated the firet and second

Ao Jn n. ans of their searchlights, hm
1wh was carefully executed,

e ugiri sank u ship of the Borer

* and ifruck others of the Rus.

{ie night the enemy continued to
: + Drosyved our enyeloping move
o DI S0ma distanee from the enomy's

Wesins leaded to the northeesst,
el Viadivostok, but our officers

p. on the other hand, was!

telling on the |

this afterncon with survivors of the Dmitri

Donskoi, reports S tht the Dmitri Donskoi, on
the morning of May 20, opening Kinston valve,
_{sank, and those on MAM including survivors
“|rom the Osliabia and the destroyer Bouinui,
landed Utleng Island.

““It appears that the Bouinui took aboard Ad-
wiral Rojhdestvensky and the Staff before tho

nkmg uf ‘the flagship, on the afternoon of May

also 200 from the Osliabia, but End-
| g, mmg-non dxﬁc\ll ransferred Admiral
Rojhdestvensky and the Staff to the Biebony,
{and, while running northward, met on the morn-
\m: of May 28th the Dmitri Donskoi, to which
lbo:m! were transferred, and the Bouinui
sunk hervll
<lisbia, according to her survivors,
‘lv'\d :ho m.mng tower struck at the first
s of battle on May .Alh and Ad-
\mlr-‘l Fn«"u-rehm killed, and after ssion of
shots sank about 3 p.m.

“The survivors of Dmitri Donskoi say they
saw two destroyers sunk in thick of battle at
neon, May 27th. If this is true it means that
the five Russian destroyers were sunk.”

—

BOYCOTT OF A THEATRICAL
CRITIC.

22 MANAGERS ARRESTED.
—_——
NEW YORK, Thursday.
As a result of the magistrates' deeiolcn ﬂ.\M
theatres are not pm.u property, Mr.
r-od manager ol Meunpohl-n Opcu
House, Mr. Charl thmn and_twenty-two
mlm thentrical managers were tadly .rmwd
on e of conspiracy in the case of Mr.
Slt-tcz.lfe, the dramatic eritic of 1M \ew \orl‘
Life,” who has bee; m persistently refused ad-

"to | nothing,

Then‘ lddnmmg the wrnwd. he reputed
re yourselves; it is
'nu cortige did not stop, and most people,
thought at first that the report of the bomb
was only that of a cracker let off by some en-
thusiast.
A BECOND BOMB.
His Majesty sat down again and entertained
M. Loubot with an account it

HAYMARKET THEATRE.

—_—

“THE CABINET MINISTER."

Fiftcen years ago Mr. Pinero's was a
great success, in spite of its reception in the

the piece will please audiences for some time
to come. No doubt the critics were correct in
their judgment. Viewed seriously, “The
Cabinet. Ministor " is strangely immoral. A lady
who runs into debt and spends momey given
by her busband for the repair of the home, who
mnu to introduce & Jow moneylender and
his sister into society a5 the prico of the
e iy T e e T e,
Cabinet socret to get herself M t‘ ber financial
mess—an obvious me in
tho play™i rater s queer mnxrm One
that Lady Twombiey and i

01 one
Society Mcrmaid, , half ociety woman and half

of the
slready made upon bis life in Spain. Al i
time no one kmew procession that a
e i e torid arcssit s 8
Place des Pyramides.

For three weoks past the Prefect of Polico
was aware that five persons were plotting
againa the Jife of the King, n.d four were ar-

rested on M, niards

are
with complicity ; the fifth, who is well k\mwn
b;» lk: p{noe. is thought to be the originator
of t)
8o f‘r as can be ascertained from the lnleb
rogations of the four Anarchists arrest
May 4 the outrage was planned at Barcelona.
The police are in passession of invoices re-
lating to two packages sent from Barcelona
to Paris via Corbire. The workman who re-
ceived them in Paris appears not to have known

bombs in_a

the packages contai

the miscreants are thus still in possession of

i
dispersion in all directions lbnuld be lttliud
on their bursting. Though the outer frame
scems certainly of Spanish manufacture, it is
not certain where the charge was made.
greater portion of the fragments of the bomb
entered the body of the horse ri
pablioan Guard and were thus P
doing more scrious

THE NEWS IN SPAIN.
MADRID, June 1.
The news of the aitempt on the King's life
made & deep impression here, and much
satisfaction was -q,._-d on all sides that the
attempt had failed. t has tele-

mission to the thn!m here owing to his
T'Pged malicious criticisms.
accused were allowed out nn bail, and
llxe whnk question will be fought out in the
Law Courts at an early date.—Central News.

‘The Governmen!
phed its congratulations to King Alfonso.—

Alm.mo.nnf the me-n on_ King
Alfonso was given x.msm, Edition
of yesterday’s “ Daily News.”)

to

what their contents wero. It ia believed that |
i

tion to tho two already disposed of, and that |37 3L

reventad from | dogged

was onco quite fashianabl 'm:h w urnalists,
and in serious moments tl re given to
flowers of u.nn-ga which 0o one ever o speak
except on

Bat, in spite d all these defects, the farce is
distinctly mnugh‘.’nit.rn;;h it has v.be np~

R‘."“"' S

vagant te piece
but, as far as | remember, Mrs. John Wood

lm.h!er and more humorous th':

naty
©n | Miss Winifred Eme: th

in 1t t of Lad,
Twombley, and Mr. Weedon Grossmith was & | oo
trifle less farcical Mr. C; Maude as

vmrelldnn.byl:-!."ﬂlm Mr. Charl
‘ortesoue, Mr.
Bryant, Miss Carlotta Addieon, Miss Mad

'nu:mdg.,_ x..u . '
Norman Forbes ns

Press. Last night there, was every sign that| s

the pecaliar p-rlphmun style of hmnmhmh nd

besidp Iile n!uvnal
Some toys that u;uelktd when extended with
bo breath amused them very much, until one
urst_with a bangz. But watches, even the
u\md.mg of repeaters, gave them no interest,
and were evidently beyond thiem.
Dnnl!g the vorage to England the sailors
t the men how to bath, and the ship's
dncbor taught the ladies use of soap a
water. The sailors also taught them some Eng- |
h words. They are surprisingly quick in
imitating, and repeat the tone so accurately ns
almost ta seem to be nulmulung ‘mackingly. At
home they use their fingers, but they have now

in i
The igmics will make their frst nblw ap-
rance at the Hippodrome on Mo The
ing and the Prince of Wales have pr MW |
desires to sce them, and they are also to appoar
before the Anthropological and the Royal
ies.

graphical

MELBA A8 MARGARET.

Melba does not suggest a Margaret who
truly loved her prayer book and her brother,
delighted in the simple plessures of a!
garden, Perhaps she has too many diamonds
of her own to be able to feign the true girlish
joy at sight of a trinket box, but whatever
the reason may be, her Margaret is not the
damsel of our dreams.

N Tyt e Agrerly

not too t to
Helhn deaves n\: nn:tnm by ';\ub:;mth‘:f

T pa-mn. 0, s no
h Presently, when the Col-
k@g i g g ot e
warbling in its native wildness, have
uh-n-m will allow s “diva” out
of hor tecns to play Margeret. we
must play at h-hmu that Melba is Margaret
listening to Faust, and be thankful that we

"my doubtfully with the

progressed
a little, debenmu young singers will be so nume-

to introdnecs
local speed hmu in nlhgns and other places
unsuited to rapid motoring. The chanecs are
that the tragedy of Markyate and other snch
calamities might have been avoided. Mr.
Cripps showed that on the Continent, whers
motoring is even & greater industry than in
our own land, speed limits in villages, far mara
rigorous than thoso proposed in the English
Act, exist, and are enforced.

But Mr. Long did not content himseli with
endeavouring to warn off the local authorities.
He refused nearly all their applications for
powers to introduce the speed Limit. fn-
deed, it is mot too much to ssy that
be did his utmost to violate the spir
tho Act, putting his own feeling and opinion—
and 1o wan is more stubborn in maintaiving
both—against the plainly declared will of the

e
. | Hou-e. \lr Gerald lhlfour, with an air of

been gmall.

How they could have been otlier-
wiso after Mr. Long’s endeavour to s

them it is difficult to imagine.
On the whole, the House was, as it always iy,
strongly anti-motorist. The feeling existed on

both udﬂ, and was nmd quite as hotly
of Mr,

in

theless, the automobilists are very strong
the House, and are represented by moderate
men like Mr. Arthur Stanley, Mr. Soott-Mon-
tagu, and Mr. Henry Norman, wlio constantly
admit the ease of abuse, and personally do their

utmost to reduce it. I did not think their
dofonce a strong one. It was vitiuted through-
out by the unanimity with which these gentle-
men refuse the decisive test of a epeed limit.
Morcover, what has the Automobile Club, whiel
was represented to-day by a very able and
moderate speech from Mr. Stanley, doar to
stop the brutal erimes which have terrified cur
|countryside? Mr. Cripps challenged M-,
Stanley to say that the club had ever cither
expellod or otherwise punished & member whas
chauffeur had been couvicted of reckless driv
ing, and Mr. Stanley was silent.

1 thought, too, these gentlemen dealt

dust  nuianee.

Mr. Soott-Moatagu did vaguely «
that :ome miraculons substance was
ablo for laying this appalling cnomy of prise)
beauty, but be did not explain how the public
Were to put it to any practical use. 02 the
other hand, the evidence of stroug and h.
foeling was abundant. Colonel Kenyon-Shiney
suggested that it would be a very ml g
to exclauge imprizonment for finics, and that

if the result was to lock up a number of smart
Iuliu and gentlemen, society would be all L1;
bettes for it. Mr. Labouchere made a |
diversion. Apropos of nothing in particular, he
told the story of his own chaufieur in Italy,
who ran over s victim about emoe n woek.
“This alarmed Mr. Labouchere, and he x-rcqux-«l
to get rid of his dangerous servant. - dis-

covered on inquiry that the rhnuﬂwv" was
in the habit of putting his own family i the
path, and thus sccured the compensation for his
vriuh purse.

Mr. Gerald Balfour had to make some small,
though very unreal, comeession to the pas-
sionate and powerful hostile force. Ha pro-
mised that when the Bill was renewed, it would
not be proposed as a mere continuing mcasure,
but that the Local Government Board would
propase  new set, of regalations. _The House
jeered at this concession, and Mr. Boares askod
whether it meant that mothing would bi- done
li.ll 1907. I am afraid this line emphasised

fact that » i exists

ava

hetnm the Local Government Board and the
sutomobilists to let this most dangerous in-
dustry ran its courss without adequate cheek,
and that the device has had horribly tragio
results. If the Honse had divided on the merits
of the question, Mr. Wason's proposal would
have been carried bysn mh.lming majority.
. . .

It is rather dificult to deal vrid: a l-nvern-
Douglas.
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Dr. David Soskice. (Jun. 02, 1905). WITH FATHER GAPON, HIST STORY OF THE MASSACRE, SHOT DOWN
LIKE DOGS. The (London) Daily News.

TRANSCRIPT

WITH FATHER CAPON.

HIS STORY OF THE MASSACRE.

SHOT DOWN LIKE DOGS.

Dr. David Soskice Writes, in. the London "Daily News'?'of June 2nd [1905 - Bloody Sunday]:

"What struck me most of all during those historic days,” said Father Gapon to me, "was the behavior of the women.
The courage they displayed while under the fire of the soldiers, and their splendid solidarity with the men, was really
astonishing. It was not in tens or hundreds that they joined the movement and signed the petition to the Czar, but in
thousands, tens of thousands, en masse-almost without exception! Nothing was more touching, than their faith in the
righteousness of our cause.”

The brilliant dark eyes of Father Gapon grew dim, and an expression of sadness passed across his face. He was silent
for awhile; and the twilight gradually deepened in the room in which we were sitting.

"I especially remember two women who persisted in walking before me, in order to protect me from the bullets with
their own bodies. | tried in vain to dissuade them, and at last | was obliged to ask some of the men to lead them away
by force. I don't think they are living now.. . . "

"Were there many killed?" | inquired.
"The best were killed. . ."

His pale facd had grown paler still, and deep lines of suffering had spread across his high forehead when he spoke
again.

"They acted. In a fiendish way. People say that bugles gave the warning in other places. . .. but we were not warned ..
.. they shot us down like dogs! Poor women-and children! The volleys foliowed each other without interruption--as if
from machine guns. When the shooting began, my dear friend, Vassily, the chairman of our society, shouted to the
people--'Lie down!'--and he himself fell. | aso cried to them to lie down, and we all threw ourselves down upon the
snow. When the firing ceased | stood up, and with a few others here and there, but the great masses of the first rows
lay prostrate. | cried to them 'Stand up!" but they lay till. . . | could not understand. . . Why do they liethee?. . . |
looked, and saw that their arms were stretched lifelessly . . . and blood on the snow! Then | understood. . . it was
horrible. . . And my Vassily lay dead at my feet.

| felt horror creeping into my heart.

"It is wonderful that you escaped un
hurt!" | gjaculated.

"It was amiracle. Indeed it was a miracle! That night before we had all sworn that we would reach the Czar or die! We
knew that they would shoot at us, but we did not think of such wanton slaughter, and we had faith in our numbers and
in our determination. We believed that if our blood was spilt it would prepair the ground far the triumph of our casse.
When | stood up and saw those behind the rows of the dead--the procession stretched almost endlesdly, it seemed, into
the distance-1 ordered the people to gather round me and to march forward. They wavered for awhile, some fled, but
the mass went onward with me to find the Czar. Again we were stopped, and slashed at with-swords and fired upon by



the endless volleys. But nothing could break our determination until after the last volley, when | again stood up,
unhurt, and found only two or three workmen able to rise with me. They pushed me into a by-street, and tore off my
cassock; one of them drew scissors from his pocket and quickly cropped my hair; another, a poor ragged fellow, put
his coat on me and his cap, and | was taken to the house of a friend who immediately shaved off my beard, and after
that | went to G---. Heisa good--areally nobleman . . "

"I should have gone mad living through all that!" | remarked.
"Many have said that to me . . ."

We discussed the situstion in Ruasla for many hours, and the prospect of the cause. For obvious reasons | cannot enter
into the details of our conversation. | will only mention that Fatheer Gapon is as determined as ever to lead the people
of Russiato their attack upon Czardom. But he does not believe that the eleventh hour has come.

"I amn pessimistic,” he told me. "I do not believe in the possibility of an immediate general Insurrection. Before our
cause can triumph much--very much blood will yet be spilt,and many lives sacrificed. Bot one thing is certain : that
the upheaval cannot be smothered over by any power in the world. It will grow and spread till it swalles the worn-out
regmine. And we must work for it!



Editor. (Mar. 13, 1906). FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER DROWNED,
WASHED INTO THE SEA AT HASTINGS. Derby Daily Telegraph.
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Editor. (Mar. 13, 1906). FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER DROWNED, WASHED INTO THE SEA AT HASTINGS.
Derby Daily Telegraph.

TRANCRIPT
FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER DROWNED.
WASHED INTO THE SEA AT HASTINGS.

The foreigner washed from groyne at Hastings on Sunday evening and drowned is stated by the Eastbourne police
Serge Gapon, the Russian, who claimed a brother Father Gapon. A week ago- the man was charged Eastbourne with
being drunk and disorderly, and was recommended to be expelled under the Aliens Act. He was removed to Lewes
Prison, but was released Sunday. The man returned to Eastbourne, and intimated that was going to Folkestone or Dover
see the Russian Consul. At Hastings he was seen holding to the railings defying the waves. Gapon then walked down
the steps, and wave came and washed him away. Gallant efforts were made to rescue the man, but when the body was
recovered life was extinct.



Editor. (Mar. 31, 1906). WHO WAS "MARIE DERVAL"? (The death of revolutionary Helene de Krebel). The London'Daily News.
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Editor. (Mar. 31, 1906). WHO WAS "MARIE DERVAL"? (The death of revolutionary Helene de Krebdl).
The London Daily News.

TRANSCRIPT

WHO WAS MARIE DERVAL”?
SENSATIONAL TURN HOTEL MYSTERY.
ISMRS. CUSHING ALIVE?

Sensational fiction is completely put in the shade the extraordinary state of affairs disclosed yesterday in connection
with what has come to known the Pimlico hotel mystery. On March 11 [1906] a lady engaged rooms at Liffen’s Hotel,
Gillingham street, Pimlico, and on March 14 she was found dead in bed the result of poisoning by corrosive sublimate.
A letter left behind pointed to suicide. Every care had been taken by deceased to destroy her identity. She even went so
far to say that the name signed the foot of the letter which she left. “Marie Derval,” was assumed. She was buried at
Woking as “awoman unknown.’

At the adjourned inquest Mrs. Gertrude Wood, wife of an American speculator, declared that the dead woman was her
sister, Mrs. Laura A. Cushing, wife of Boston millionaire. She admitted that she had not seen her sister for some
months, and that on the last occasion when she passed her in Oxford-street they had not spoken. Still, she was
convinced of the dead woman's identity - she recognised the handwriting as that of her sister, and a penknife and purse
as being her property. She aso referred to a peculiar family malformation of the third finger the deceased's left hand,
trace of which she said was discernible in the gloves found in the bed room at the hotel.

The Coroner, however, was by no means satisfied that the deceased’ s identity had been established. The mystery
deepened yesterday, when the following letter written the real Mrs. Laura A. Cushing appeared in the columns of Paris
edition of the “New Y ork Herald”:

Imagine my dismay this morning when | saw in the “Herald” that had been the subject of a coroner’sinquest in
London.

As our beloved Mark Twain once remarked under similar circumstances, the story is slightly exaggerated.”

At present | am serioudly thinking of insuring my life against the perils of cars and automobiles in the Paris streets, but
really no accident has claimed me yet.

| wish to add that | have not been in England since last August.—Y ours sincerely, (Signed) LAURA A. CUSHING.
P.S.—London papers, please note.

If the letter was written the real Mrs. Cushing, then Mrs. Wood has made a mistake. Who, then, can the dead woman
be? Mrs. Wood, on the other hand, insists that she isright. She called yesterday at the office of the “ Star” and gave her
reasons.

SISTER'S DOUBTS.
“1 doubt very much whether the writer of that letter in the ‘Herald’ is my sister,” said Mrs. Wood. “1 am convinced, in

fact, that sister is the one who committed suicide at that hotel. Unless | actually hear her voice and see her face | shall
remain of the same belief.



“1 hate inquired to-day at the American Shipping Exchange, at another exchange in London where my |etters or hers
would be received, and nothing has come from Paris for me, which isvery strange if my sister isreally aive.

“Now, the reasons for my belief are several. | recognize the letter |eft at the hotel by ‘Marie Derval” asin her
handwriting.” Many of the words were underlined, a constant habit of hers, and they were in what | should call a
peculiar kind of scribble, and not ordinary handwriting at al.

Then there was the silver penknife, the outside of which was chased. It was a knife that | had seen myself in my
sister’s possession. The gloves were just the same as my sister would be wearing. They showed traces of that family
trait in the finger which those who know us would regard as very important, that the third finger of the left hand has at
its upper joint a slight inclination towards the middle finger. Her other fingers are perfectly straight.

An ordinary observer would not notice this at all, but immediately picked up the tan glove left at the hotel, and held it
loose, | recognized in its shape the trace of the peculiar slant which its wearer’s third finger on the left hand
possessed. It was exactly such a shape as | should expect the glove to show.

When | tried it on, although sister had a small band, it required no forcing, as it would have done had it not been worn
someone having same peculiarity of the finger as myself. Another thing which was the subject of discussion at the
inquest was the physique of the dead woman The hotel keeper and the doctor who was called in when she was
discovered dead described her as being thin.

“l said if she was a thin woman she was not my sister, but, as a fact, the post-mortem photograph of the woman
showed that she was plump. The doctor who made the autopsy has since told me that the body was not that of a thin
woman.”

A HOUSE IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE

With regard to the packing of the dead woman’s bag, Mrs. Wood saw a resemblance to her sister’s methods in this
queer way. The arrangement of the things was nothing, they were all in pell-mell, but they were all in themselves neat.

“Had you had any dispute with your sister?” she was asked.

“Not what you would really call a quarrel. We were not enemies, but still she did not confide in me.”
“Where is Mr. John P. Cushing now?”

“1 do not know, except that he has a house in the South of France.”

In the course of the day a representative of “The Daily News’ interviewed Mr. Liffen. The proprietor of the hotel
where the death of the mysterious lady took place, and was shown some of the articles she had left in her room. The
gloves were tan, of an unknown make, size 6 ¥2. A long and careful scrutiny, however, failed to bear out the assertion
of Mrs. Wood that the left-hand glove proved the malformation of the third finger of the dead lady’s hand. As a matter
of fact, the most careful examination showed the articles to be perfectly natural in its size and shape. This was pointed
out to Mr. Liffen by our representative, and he thoroughly agreed.

“Furthermore,” said Mr. Liffen, “I do not understand what Mrs. Wood means by the glove exactly fitting her when she
tried it on. To my certain knowledge Mrs. Wood never did this. It is not accurate either for her to say she recognized
the knife and purse. How could she? The knife is a comparatively new one, as you will see, and as Mrs. Wood has not
seen her sister for months, it is not likely that she had an opportunity of seeing it. What she really did say to me was,
‘These are just the things my sister would have.” Then, again, it is no use Mrs. Wood saying that she recognised her
sister’s method in the packing of her bag, because, as a matter of fact, | packed the bag myself.”

The knife shown to our representative was an ordinary silver-handled lady’ s penknife, in a chamois leather case. There
were three blades, including a manicure blade, each of which was stamped “Empire Co., warranted c.t.” It was



undoubtedly of American manufacture.”
“ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN”

Mr. Edward H. Allen, the solicitor to Mrs. Gertrude Wood, was next seen by our representative, and invited to shed
what light he could upon the anomalous state of affairs.

“All | can say,” he answered, is that Mr. Wood, to my knowledge is in her own mind absolutely certain that the dead
woman is her sister. Frankly, | am not. | am of the opinion ... there is a mistake somewhere, just where | cannot for
the moment find out. A letter alleged to be signed by Mrs. Laura A. Cushing has appeared in the “New Y ork Herald,”
but in my opinion it is a hoax. However, | shall find that out, too. | have been in telegraphic communications with all
the principal cities of the Continent throughout the whole of the day, but have elicited nothing so far. If Mrs. Laura A.
Cushing is on the face of the earth | will scour it until | find her. If sheisalive | will produced her at the adjourned
inquest, if she is dead then it is she who was buried at Woking.”

Late last night our representative was assured by telephone from Paris that the letter which had appeared in the
“Herald” was perfectly genuine. Mrs. Laura A. Cushing had undoubtedly been in Paris, and had appeared at the office
of the paper. An extraordinary feature of the case, however laysin the fact that during the evening Mrs. Cushing
disappeared, and all trace of her in PARIS HAS BEEN LOST. Thus the mystery becomes deeper than ever.
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290 Great Percy Street, lower section, looking east to Percy Circus in 1906
Left. Nos 1-13, built 1844-53 (demolished): right, flank of Clerkenwell Police
Court, King's Cross Road
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292. Nos 16-18 Percy Circus in 1965. Nos 7-13 Great Percy Street to left. Al
demolished



296. Nos 16-20 Percy Circus (left to right) in 2005. Try Homes, developers,
1999-2000
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WiLsox.—On the I7th inst., at 16, Percy-circus, London, W.C
the wife of Philip Whitwell Wilson, M. P, 1

16 Percy Circus Philip Whitwell Wilson MP Globe 19 October 1906

Philip Whitwell Wilson, MP. (Oct. 19, 1906). On the 17" inst., at 16, Percy-circus, London, W.C., the wife of
Philip Whitwell Wilson, M.P. The Globe.
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S001ALIST DEMONSTRATION. — The Kirkcaldy
branch of the Social Democratiz Federation
held a Socialist demonsiration in the King's
Theatre on Sunday evening. There was a lar
attendsnce. bmprﬂnﬁl . .!lenrd::s r
Ba Quelch, grea ialist leader. who
toa;:nu hic mbject “War and the Soaial
Revolution.” Referring to the navai crisie be-
tween Great Britain and Germany, Mr Quelch
eaid should war break out between this country
and Germany it would in all probability end in
s Eu conflict. The Gemmans say that if
they w to command & large ehare in fhe
world's trade they must have a sirong navy,
and they were g:repned, he hai no doubt,

to war with Buitain to attain that end, They
gzlievcd that war would not only be misahiey-
ons and ruinous in many respects, but also in.
jurions to the common people, and it would do
more than anything elee (o pot back the sovcial
development and soeial changes, which they
called the Social Revolution. rJohn M‘Lean.
M.A.. Glasgow, also addressed the meeling, and
stated that the country had to thank the
Feeialist party for making known w the people
the inmminent dangens that existed in this naval
crisis at the present time. Durlng the evening
solcs were sung, while Socialist selections Were
given by the orchestra. Mr Quelch also ad-
dreseed a large gathering in the Gadely Theatre,
M¢thil, on Suncay afterncon.

Quelch War and Social Revolution, Fife Free Press, & Kirkcaldy Guardian 01 May 1909. A higher quality
version follows.

Harry Quelch. (May 01, 1909). SOCIALIST DEMONSTRATION, Kirkcaldy branch of the Social Democratic
Federation. The Fife Free Press & Kirkcaldy Guardian.



Deering Sydney Square

Philip Whitwell Wilson Electoral Roll 1905. Higher quality version of this record follows (also see 1904, 1906,
1907)

Philip Whitwell Wilson. (1905). Electoral register No. 2564, 16 Percy circus, Parliamentary Borough, London

Central, SPR.Mic.P.316/BL.F.1/4, Image No. 96, England & Wales, Electoral Registers 1832-1932. The British
Library.
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FATHER GAPON. ﬂ

= ——Gom—

MURDERED BY A JEALOUS

to have rejoined the

in & fortnight later. Om April 8
Margoline, & St Petersbury
ovived & letter from Berlin in &

to the pricst's safe
Credit Lyonnaise in
The priest's

which be was seen alive in St. Petershury.
It is believed that “"Martin*

and afterwards returned them from Berlin,
in order to show that robbery was not the
motive far the marder.

“ Martin * wandered about the Continent
for severs! weeks, and then came to
Londen, where he s now said to be living
under an assamed name

The Romian Government (s especially
abxwous to punish * Martin.” in order to
show that Father Gapon's murder was not
insligated " oflicially ™

S —— e ———

GIRL'S TRAGIC DEATH.

L R F 1 1 - — —_— e —— —_—

A report on the death of Gapon featuring a mysterious unnamed woman - Birmingham Daily Gazette 11 August
1906 (See final pages of this document for a higher quality reproduction of this article.)

Editor. (Aug. 11, 1906). FATHER GAPON, MURDERED BY A JEALOUS COMRADE, p.5, cols. 2-3.
Birmingham Gazette and Express.



The arrest of Henry Noel Brailsford and McCulloch over fraudulent Russian passports — Hotel Bristol
Brailsford, Daily Globe 22 May 1905. A high quality version follows.

Editor. (May 22, 1905). THE PASSPORT CASE, PROSECUTION AT BOW-STREET, SIR E. CARSON'S
STATEMENT (Sir Edward Carson re. British passports for Russian bombers). The Globe.
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Victoria.

1a Gillingham Street, -
The Liffen Hotel where Helene de Krebele was found dead


https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/liffens-hotel/

WANITY FAIR® SurriemrinT MLN OF THE [h&Y. No ot

D e el

bwws

(W Fhihp Whrwell Wilsond

Philip Whitwell Wilson, National Portrait Gallery
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/person/mp55392/philip-whitwell-
wilson?search=sas&sText=philip+whitwell+wilson
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FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER
DROWNED.

WASHED INTO TIIE SEA AT FIASTINGS.

Tho foreigner washed from a groyne at Hastings
an Sundzy evenmg and drowned 1is sluied by the
Esstbourne police to be Serge Gapon, the Russian,
'who claumad (o be a brother of Father Gapon. A
week ago the nn was charged at Eastbown. with
‘beng drunk and disorderly., and was req . amended
to be expellad under the Aliens Act. He was re-
moved w Lewes PPrison, but was released on Sun-
'dav. Thkes man returmed to Eastbourne, and 1ufi-
‘matedgthot he was goieg to Folkestone cr Dover
to soe the Russian Consul. At Hastings he was
’oeen holding on to the ruldings defving ti waves.
Gapon then walked dovin the steps, and u wave
Lcame and washed him away. Gallant eflorte were
made to rescue the man, but when the body was
recovered life was oxtinct.
Gapon's brother found dead in Eastbourne - Derby Daily Telegraph 13. High quality version follows.

Editor. (Mar. 13, 1906). FATHER GAPON'S BROTHER DROWNED, WASHED INTO THE SEA AT
HASTINGS. Derby Daily Telegraph.
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SENSATIONAL TURN OF HOTEL
MYSTERY.

IS MRS. CUSHING ALIVE?

Sensational fiction i completely put in the
sbade Uy the extraordinary state of afzire dis
closed yosterdny in conpection with what has
come to be known as the Pimlico botel mystery.

On March 11 a lady engaged rooms st Liffen’s
Hetel, Gilliagham street, Pimlico, ard on ﬂMi
11 she was found dead in bed s the resait of
poisoning by corrosive sablimate. A letter loft
behivd pointed to suievde.  Every care had been
taken by decensed to destroy her identity.  She
eten wost! so far as to sy that the name sigued
nt the foet of the letter which she left, *“ Marie
Derval.” wos wssumed. She was buried at Wok-
ing a» “'a woman unkanown.*

At the adlourned inauest Mes, Gortrude Wend, ‘
wife of an American speenlator, duclared thet |
the dead womoan was Ber sistor, Mre. Laurs A
Coshing, wife of a Boston millionsire. She ad |
mitied that she had oot seen her sister for some |
montha and (iat on the last cocasion when she
passad her in Osford street they had not spoken.
Still. she was convineed of the dead -oua‘o}
identity- - she recognised the boodwiing as that
of hor sister, nod a penknife and purse as bang |
her property. She also roferred to » mlnl
family malformation of the thied fGnger of the
decessed’s loft band, o trace of which she wd;
was discernible in the gloves found ia the bed
rocm at the hotel,

The Coroner. bowever, was by Do mesos satis-
fied that the deccased's identity had been estab-
lished. The mystery deepeved yesterday, when w.-'
foliowing letter writien by the real Mra Lauras
A. Cushiing sppeared ia the columns of tae Paris
oditicn of the ‘' New York Herald ™ :

The death of revolutionary Helene de Krebel — Krebel, London Daily News 31 March 1906. High quality, full
article follows.

Editor. (Mar. 31, 1906). WHO WAS "MARIE DERVAL"? (The death of revolutionary Helene de Krebel). The
London Daily News.
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Wilson's Daily News colleague Henry Noel Brailsford and Arthur Henry Muir McCulloch (1860, Edinburgh)
Entry in the Central Criminal Court Records 26 Jun 1905
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Oct 1911 - Another mysterious suicide for George Liffen and the Liffen Hotel in Pimlico - Evening News Oct
141911

Editor. (Oct. 14, 1911). SUICIDE IN WEST-END HOTEL [Liffen's Hotel], Mysterious Foreigner Who Spoke
No English. The (London) Evening News.


https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/brailsford-mcculloch-england-wales-crime-prisons-punishment-1770-1935/
https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/liffens-smereck-london-evening-news-oct-14-1911/
https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/brailsford-mcculloch-england-wales-crime-prisons-punishment-1770-1935/
https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/liffens-smereck-london-evening-news-oct-14-1911/

- §
ot 1

Der Krieg Als Soziale Revolution (the War and Revolution) Josef Geobbels
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Philip Whitwell Wilson, MP Candidate
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THE DAILY NEWS, FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 1905.

"RIDAY, JUNE 2, 1905.
WITH FATHER GAPON.,

HIS STORY OF THE MASSACRE.

SHOT DOWN LIKE DOGS.

(By Dr. David Soskice.)

“What struck me most of all during those
historic days,” said Father Gapon to me, * was
the behaviour of the women. The courage they
displayed while under the fira of the soldiers
and their eplendid solidarity with the men was
really astonishing. It was not in tens or
bundreds that they joined the movement and|’
signed the petition to the Czar, but in thou-
sands, tens of thousands, en masse—almost
*| without exception! Nothing was more touch-|!
ing than their faith in the righteousness of our |
cause.” ) . i

The brilliant dark eyes of Father Gapon grew |’
dim, and an expression of sadness passed acroes
hig facs, He was silent for awhile; and the
twilight pradually deepanad in the room in
which we were sitting.

#1 eepecially remember two women wha per-
gisted in walking befora me, in order to pro-|
tect me from the bullets with their own bodies,
I tried in vain to dissuade them, and at last
L was obliged to ask some of the men to lead
them away by force. I don't think they are
living now. . . .

“Were there many Lilled?" I inquired.

" The best were killed. . , .

o o o
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'| there?

'| the rows of the

His pule face had grown paler still, and deep
lines of suffering had spread across his high
forehead when he gpoke again,

“They acted in o fiendish way. People say
that bugles gave the warning in other places
« « . butwewerenotwarned . . . they
shot us down like dogs! Poor women and chil-
dren! The volleys followed each other with-
out interruption—as if from machine guns.
When the shooting began, my dear friend Vas-
sily, the chairman of our society, shouted to
the people—' Lic down! '—and he himself fell.
I also cried to them to lie down, and we all
threw ourselves down upon the snow. When
the firing ceased I stood up, and with a few
others herd and there, but the great masses of
the first rows lay prostrate. I cried to them
‘Stand up!’ but they lay still. . . .
not understand. . . . Why do they lie
.+« « I looked, and saw that their
arms wero stretohed out lifeleesly . . . and
blood on the snow! Then I understood . , .
it was horrible. . . . And my Vassily lay

'| dead at my feet! "

I felt horror creeping into my heart,
“I¢ is wonderful that you escaped unburt!”

I ejaculated. |
| “It was a miracle! Indeed it was a miracle! :
‘| The night before we all had sworn that we|
‘| would reach the Czar or diel We knew that

they would shoot at us, but we did not think
of such wanton slaughter, and we had faith in
our numbers and in our determination. We
believed that if our blood was spilt it would

reparo the ground for the triumph of our|
:auae. When I gtood up and saw those behind |,
de.d-;.tzc prooession stretched ||

seemed, into the|
.| distance —I ordered the people to gather round |.

almost endlessly, it
me and to march forward. They wavered for

awhile, some fled, but the mass went onward |
Again we were |,
stopped, and slashed at with swords and fired |
But nothing|

with me to find the Csar.
upon by the endless volleys.

-~

P

could break our determination until aftar the
last volley, when I again stood up, unhurt, and
found enly two or three workmen able to rise

with me. They pushed me into a by-street,

and tore off my cassock ; one of them drew
sciscors from his pocket and quickly eropped
my hair; snother, a poor ragged fellow, put
his coat npon me and his cap, and I was taken
to the house of a friend who immediately
shaved off my beard, and after that T went to

. He is a good—a really noble man , , ."

“1 should have gone mad living through
all that!” I remarked.

“Many have said that tome . . "

- - . -

We disenssed the situation in Russia for
many hours, and the praspect of the canse. For
obvious reasons I cannot enter into the details
of our conversation. I will only mention that
Father Gapon is as determined as ever to lead
the people of Russia to their attack upon
Czardom. DBut he does not believe that the
eleventh hour has come.

“T am pessimistic,” he told me. *“T do not
believe in the possibility of an immediate gene-
ral insurrection. Before our cause can triumph
much—very much blood will yet be apilt, and
many lives sacrificed. But one thing is cer-
tain :btlut the nphav;i cn?gt ble m’ll hed
over by any power in the world. Tt will grow
and spread till it swallows the worn-ont
régime. And we must work for it!”

David Soskice writing for the Daily News, June 02nd 1905. According to a letter to James Pinker dated
November 1905, Soskice's brother in-law, Ford Madox Ford claims Gapon stayed at Soskice's house at 90
Brook Green Hammersmith. In 1906 Ford's agent sent him to Rhode Island, where Philip Whitwell Wilson had
married several years earlier. See full newspaper page following.
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The fate of the mysterious John Grafton steamship from London, purchased to run arms to Russia at the height

of the 1905 Revolution. Southern Echo - Friday 15 September 1905. High quality version of this article follows.

Editor. (Sep. 15, 1905). Baltic Gun Runner (steamer John Grafton). Southern Daily Echo.



Wilson's views in India and Irish Home Rule — The Boston Globe 23 April 1918. A high quality version of this
article follows.


https://pixelsurgery.wordpress.com/2011/11/30/percy-circus-london/wilson-2-boston-daily-globe-23-april-1918/

Wilson's prophetic vision of Nato and the European Union - Boston Daily Globe 23 April 1918. High quality
version of this article follows.

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1902.

[NIVERSITY MAN, Russian,
'I l'll ‘t%h:glwanegiu*m&g.'

m g g e e

AT

A RU‘S*!AN LL D. (and his Wife) would like to

EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LBSRONS for ENGLISH with an
ish Geatlewan (or Lady . —Address Letters Mr. J. Ricorzs, 50,
llo ford Square, Fentonville, W C.

E s'r DAVID'S cox.uct, LAMPETER.

Vladimir I. Lenin, aka “Mr. J. Richter [Jacob]” language lesson exchange notlce Athenaeum May 10, 1902.
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THE ATHENAUM

gournal of &nglish and Forefgn Literature, Hrience, the Fine grggM and the Brama,

! e s BRRn PRIOB
No. 3889. SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1902. . apaisrnBREEPENCE | a8
e ——
HIST A ETY. NIVERSITY MAN, speaking French, Russian, | FRANCE.—The ATHENZEUM can be
RO TAL uwugu:‘:-ﬁl‘al-m ’8 e ” know(og German, desires & Ros :gmwr::' 8RC(ETARY, | obtained at the following Railway Stations
Asalstant in Scientific and Literary Kesearchea, Master to & Pupll, of 5
Patroa —HIS MAJESTY THE KING. Companion - Traveller Mussian Lessons aiso, — Letters. A 4., 16, | in France:—
. President—G. W. PROTHEMO, Eeq.. Litt D. LL.D. Camden Street. N W

AMIENS, ANTIHES, BEAULISU-AUR-MER, BIARRITZ, BOR-
NO will be held on THURSDAY. May 15,
An ORDINARY MREETL Al o N { .

T 3 A < DEAUX, BOULOGNESUR-MER, CALAIS, CANNEA, DION, DUN-
at 6 r.x, in CLIPPORI'S INN HALL, \ W Q RUSSIAN LL.D (and his Wife) would like 0 | xipx HAVRE, LILLE, LYONS, MARSRILLES, MWENTONE,
LEABAMLM-A, il read & Paper on ‘A Sar Chamber Cass In the (WESCHAXGE NUSAIAN LEASONS fer ENGLISH with a8 | woNACO, NANTES, NICK, PARIS, PAU, AAINT RAPHARL. TOURS,
Retga of Heory VI, L. Director and Hon. Secrotary. | Fof! oueman (er Lady . -Address 3. Ricwrss, 3, | 1oy 0N,

— e XL D bt And atthe GALIONANI LIBRARY, 74, Rue de Rivoll. Parts.
I, GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. — The P ) TER.

o‘z’:""‘v‘““““& N of R et 1a toe THEATIE, N PAVID S CULDAGE; LAKER V] ESSRS. J. M. DENT & CO. will be greatly
;’r‘l{ﬁ{:‘#&r “;Tl:h,r:xin‘.:o- MUNDAY, May 20, at 3 rx, the cuu.x:t‘u La.‘rul;'liul REQUIRED In OCTOHER, Stipend 1604, r:oun?.:)‘ ru':: ;n:.;mu:n::olgﬁxr”;l:u‘..\:"; :‘N“A_'l;\ﬂlllll
'm"ﬂ“:‘ﬂmn‘u:ﬁ'n of the SOCIRTY will take place on P;u"nhn from the I'mixcirii. to whom applications should be | the Xeh uit . wili favou th his
MONDAY, May %0 st 7 for 7 30 r.w, 81 tho WHITEHALL ROOMS. | sent by JUNE T the & i u
HOTEL 3 )’.I'KIH'I!L)Z. Whitehall Place, 8. W., Bir CLEMENTS
MAKKHAM, K.C.R, F.RA, President, In the Chair. Follows who

o attend

nd are requested 10 loave tholr Names at the Soclety’s
alar efora MAY 1o, after which piaces will bo aliotted.

— r 10w, bels
JJOROUGH of WKST HARTLEPOOL. hieioe Hoose, nedto

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1903

IINIVERHITY MAN, speaking French, Russian,

knowing German, desires a POST as PRIVATE BEC (ETARY,
Assistant In Beientitic and Literary Hesearchea, Master to & Pupll, or

Companion - Traveller. Itossian Lessons also. — Letters, A. A., 16,
Camden Street, N W

—— e —

RUSSIAN LL.D (and his Wife) would like to
EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LRSSONS for ENGLISH with an

Bnglish Gentleman f{or Lady).—Address Letters Mr. J. Ricurza, 30,
Holford Bquare, 'entoaville, W.C.

QT. DAVID'S COLLEGE, LAMPETER.

CLABSICAL LECTURER REQUIRED Iin OCTOBER. Btipend 150l
Hooms, and Capitation Fees.

Particulars from the I'mixciri., to whom spplications should be
sent by JUNR 7.

BOROUGH of WKEST HARTLEPOOL.

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=ucl.c109524895&view=1up&seq=591

J. Richter. (May 10, 1902). Personals Section, A Russian LL.D (and his Wife [Nadezhda Konstantinovna
Krupskaya]) would like to EXCHANGE RUSSIAN LESSONS for ENGLISH with an English Gentleman (or
Lady). -- Address Letters Mr. J. RICHTER [Vladimir Ilyich Lenin], 30 Holford Square, Pentonville, W.C.
[Homw of Samuel Frederick Deering, Solicitor's Clerk/Civil Servant]. The Athenaeum.
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WILL THERE BE WaR!

The Chairman said they had chosen
hat Sunday for their meeting because,
wtwi i the posilion of Nr

uith and the Government and the Op-
josition as well, they saw that there was
i fear that we were on the verge of
var—war in o sense that no living person
n this country had ever known. No
iving person could recollact the foot of
he invader being on our shares. It was
wwident that the donger was likely to be
irst seen on the shores of the Firth of
forth. It was not for nothing that all
hose preparations were being made, and
bat these baitleships were continually
noving about our waters, The Socialists
wmd sources of information as well as the
jovernment and the Opposition, and they
tlso foared that war was daogerously
sear. Harry Queleh was no scaremonger,
out he had sources of information open to
yim that were closed to most people, and
‘or that reason. they had toaken thot
sjpportunity  for  hearing him  speak.
(Applause.)

Comrade Queich said that some of them
wonneoted with the paper Justice were
wecused of being  scarewmongers, but
Socinlists clnimed to be in favour of
peace always. They, however, believed
‘here was a danger of war, and they
joemanded, before eoverything else, that
ho peeple of the aatien should be in-
‘ormed of what was going on. They
jemanded that this seeret diplomacy
should cease. Whay had treaties beca
:ntered jnto with Russial In all sections
s>f the community an arrangement or
inderstanding with  the bloodstained
\fuspovite despolism was deecidedly un-
popular. Most people were unconcerned
sbout the nation’s foreign policy, and
yet that was what, to o large extent,
jetermined our domestic policy, The
wnount spent in Dreadnoughts was not
wwailable for social reform. War was,
‘n his opinion, the one safeguard of the
:apitalist system, and was to-day the
snly alternative to social revolution. The
great burden and risk of war fell on
the working classes, War and ita possi-
bilities had a tenclency to keep back the
Soecialist movement and hinder social ye-
volution, It was necessary to the capi-
lalistz, but under Socialism it would be-
some unneccssary. (Hear, hear.) In con-
pection with the present war genre, he
waa of opinion that it was well founded.
Europe was f{ace to face with a menace
pn the part of Germany. Germany was
preparing for war, aod these prepara-
tions had been encouraged by the diplo-
macy and foreign policy of the British
Government, That was pue reason why

Harry Quelch 1909 War and the Social Revolution - St. Andrews Citizen - Saturday 01 May 1909. A high

quality version follows.

Harry Quelch. (May 01, 1909). War and the Social Revolution. The St. Andrews Citizen.

N OAR A N AV AF AR A

the people shkould be informed what ‘wos
going on in foreign affinira. There was
an idea that Mr Chamberiaio had wanted
the war with the Boers, but no idea
could be more mistaken. It was the
results of war that were wonted by the
capitalistic forces behind Mr Chamberlain,
and these were much stropger than the
Government., Of course, now we had
got the South African mines we were
very prosperous in conseguence.
(Laughter.) B8ince the death of Queen
| Victoria our foreign policy bad been in
 the direction of isolating Germany, and
that policy had gone far towards the
forming of a war party in that country.
Thia should be prevented as far gs pos-
sible, but unless the people knew what
was going on, how could they prevent
it? It was inconceivable, with all this
preparation on the part of Britain, that
there was no a hension of bostilities
on the part of ¥, but the people
should be made aware of what the fear
was. (Applause.) While capitalists were
deprecating war they were all the time
producing things that made war inevit-
able. It was only waste that wonld keep
the capitalist system going, and the pro-
ductivity of the country in proportion to
the labour employed was growing im-
mepsely, The only allernative to war
was Social revolution. The Socialists
wished to prevent war, se as to be al-
lowed to go on with their propaganda
of agitation, education, and organisation.
(Afplune.)

n reply to a questiom, Comrade Quelch
said he doubted wery much if we had
men to man the Dreadnoughts after they
were buailt. He was not in favour of an
increase in the strength of the Fleet.
The point was that the people shonld
know where they were in their rolations
with Germany, and the state of our own
deflencen. There was mnch uneasiness as
to the ability of qur Fleot to hold the
North Sem, or prevent an invasion of

Ths meot.inc closed with votes of
thanks to the speakers.
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CHAPTER IX. Percy Circus Area

278. Percy Circus and Bevin Court area from the north-east in 2001

The hillside area described in this chapter was Clerkenwell's last big undeveloped space, mainly consisting of a single field belonging to the New River Company. It was mostly built
up in the 1840s, though development began in the early 1820s with Great Percy Street (partly on the adjoining estate of the Lloyd Baker family). This was followed by Percy Circus
(1841-53) and Holford Square (1841-8), and building in Great Percy Street itself also continued until 1853. There has been considerable redevelopment, the main loss being
Holford Square, which was heavily bombed in the Second World War and replaced by the radial-winged Bevin Court flats, an arresting monument amidst the placidity of northern
Clerkenwell. Percy Circus too was severely bomb damaged but survives, a significant and unusual piece of early Victorian townscape. Chronologically disparate though it now is,
the area's topography has integrity arising from strongly geometric planning and good architecture (llls 277-80).

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 2/40
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279. Percy Circus and Bevin Court area
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280. Percy Circus and Holford Square area, c. 1874

A general account of the New River Company's estate, outlining its history, first development and architectural character, is given in Chapter VII. Accounts of Prideaux Place and

Cumberland Gardens (developed in conjunction with the Lloyd Baker Estate), are given in Chapter XI, and the westernmost parts of the estate, in and around King's Cross Road
and Penton Rise, are described in Chapter XII.

Myddelton Gardens and the London Gymnastic Institute

The laying out of the Lloyd Baker estate in the 1820s and 30s left the New River Company in possession of isolated open ground to the north, previously known as the Hanging
Field. This had been used by Richard Laycock, the tenant of the New Inn Farm, for brickmaking from 1811, and from 1820, in the absence of interest in building leases, for

In the late 1820s, when it would have been clear that further development was contingent on the market picking up again, one piece of ground found another, if shortlived, use. This

was at the end of a road, later to become part of Great Percy Street, leading from Amwell Street as far as Cumberland Terrace and the New River Company's West Pond. There a

rectangular plot, previously one of the larger pleasure gardens, was used as an open-air gymnasium in the late 1820s. The site is now covered more or less by Nos 18-26 Great
Percy Street, the west side of Cumberland Gardens and Nos 1-3 Percy Circus (lll. 281).

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009
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281. The London Gymnastic Society gymnasium, Myddelton Gardens, in 1826, looking south-west

The gymnasium was the project of a German immigrant, Professor Karl Voelker, and tied up with a burst of enthusiasm for German-style physical culture. Voelker was a pupil of
Professor Friedrich Ludwig Jahn, the Prussian founder of the Turnverein movement, for whom physical education was vital to personal and national character, and a levelling force
across classes. Both men had left Berlin to fight for their country in 1813-15, before separately arousing official hostility, Jahn going to prison and Voelker eventually ending up in
London. In 1825 Voelker established a gymnastic school off the New Road near Regent's Park, launching it with a testimonial from Robert Owen. The following year a London
Gymnastic Society was founded on the initiative of John Borthwick Gilchrist, philologist, orientalist, republican and co-founder in 1823 of the London Mechanics' Institution. Gilchrist,
whose enthusiasm for gymnastics arose from having lived in India, proposed hiring a ground for exercises, to do for the bodies of 'mechanics' what the institution was doing for their
minds. With Voelker's backing and guidance the new society set up apparatus at Myddelton Gardens and established the London Gymnastic Institute. This emphasized the moral
and spiritual value of physical exercise and was an immediate success, attracting many hundreds of young men, as well as spectators. Summer festivals were held in 1827 and
1828, and branches were established at Voelker's Marylebone site, in Hackney and in Southwark. George Cruikshank was a leading and, in relation to Myddelton Gardens, local
advocate of this self-improvement movement. Having patronized, drawn and publicized the Marylebone site, he sat on the institute's managing committee. The society's sudden
demise c. 1829 followed the departure of Thomas Latimer, its energetic secretary; with it the institute too seems to have come to an end. (fn. 2)

Great Percy Street

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 5/40
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282. Great Percy Street, view of upper section, looking east to Amwell Street in 1906
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283. Nos 19-39 Great Percy Street (left to right) in 2005. W. C. MylIne, surveyor, 1839-43

Great Percy Street, connecting Amwell Street with King's Cross Road by way of Percy Circus, was planned by 1818 and its exact line settled with the Lloyd Baker Estate in 1820. It
takes its name from Robert Percy Smith, Governor of the New River Company from 1827 to his death in 1845. Above Percy Circus the street has harmony if not unity, achieved by
two estates working together, much as on Amwell Street. The broad road sweeps downhill between stately terraces, in this instance without shops or much traffic (llls 282, 283).
Buildings on the south side that follow the type established on the New River estate in the 1820s were, in fact, on Lloyd Baker ground, in what was originally Soley Terrace.
Otherwise, with the exception of Amwell Cottage, there is now nothing else here earlier than 1839. At that point the New River Estate began to countenance some updating of its
architectural vocabulary. None of the later houses, though, rival the refined Italianate idiom of the Percy Arms public house of 1839-40, designed by R. C. Carpenter. The upper
part of the street was completed in 1843, but it was another decade before the lower stretch beyond Percy Circus was finished. The latter section has been largely redeveloped,
and now seems an entirely different place. The street is presented here in east-west sequence, crossing from side to side to maintain a broadly chronological account of
development. (fn. 3)

No. 69, Amwell Cottage

Of only two storeys and double-fronted, this stucco 'cottage’, as it was first described in the ratebooks, is an oddity in this location, suggesting ignorance of, or insouciance about,
the high-density development planned by the New River Company. It was built in 1821-2, before anything else was standing in the immediate vicinity, though Amwell Street was
already being laid out and the new cottage was soon followed by a row of houses to its west (llls 284, 285). Originally called Myddelton House, the small-roomed dwelling may have
been built in connection with Richard Laycock's Myddelton Gardens venture, perhaps as a kind of keeper's lodge. There appears to be no mention of the building in the New River
Company records, but its architectural elements fall within the estate norms and it may be that Mylne supplied the designs. (fn. 4) In 1843, when Joseph King took up residence, it

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 7140
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284. Great Percy Street, north side, in 1939. Right, Amwell Cottage (No. 69), 1821-2; left, Amwell Terrace (Nos 55-67), 1822—6, demolished. W. C. Mylne,
surveyor

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 8/40
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285. Amwell Cottage, front elevation in 1933

Nos 55-67 (demolished) and Sanders House

The seven houses that formerly stood immediately west of Amwell Cottage were originally known as Amwell Terrace (lIl. 284). They were built in 1822-6 following an agreement
with William Oliver, Nos 59 and 61 by Oliver himself, the others by George Paul. The whole group, with the later Nos 51 and 53 (see below), was cleared after bombing in April
1941. (fn. 6) The site was redeveloped by the New River Company in 1948-50 as Sanders House (No. 51), designed by Daniel Watney, Eiloart, Inman & Nunn, and named after C.
S. Sanders, the New River Company's long-serving Surveyor and later Secretary. More than any other New River Company development this stock-brick block of twenty flats has
the clean horizontal lines that hint at awareness of Danish housing, widely influential in the late 1940s. (fn. 7)

Nos 28-72

Eastwards of Cumberland Gardens, the houses on the south side were built on ground belonging to the Lloyd Baker family. Twenty-three houses in two ranges, separated by Lloyd
Street, were erected here in the late 1820s and early 30s under the name Soley Terrace, for reasons unknown; the name was abolished in 1862.

As in Amwell Street, the Lloyd Bakers were given access to the frontage along Great Percy Street where it abutted on their land, under an arrangement of 1820. (fn. 8) Here too it
had been agreed that the houses would 'correspond' with those already built there by the New River Company. When work started on Soley Terrace, only Amwell Terrace opposite
had yet been built in Great Percy Street by way of precedent. The builders broadly followed W. C. Mylne's elevations, retaining the characteristic relieving arches over the first-floor
windows; as on the company's houses there are variations in detail. The slightly earlier eastern range differs from the rest of Soley Terrace in not having the white-stone impost

bands between the relieving arches. Each range has iron window guards of a different stock pattern.

Rawlings had agreed to complete Thompson's Terrace in Amwell Street, after the failure of the original builder, and to develop the ground at the back. So his 'take' included the east
side of Lloyd Street, the return frontage along Great Percy Street, and the hinterland where Soley Mews was laid out. Rawlings subcontracted part of his agreement to his manager

Work on the eastern range (Nos 56-72) had begun by 1828 and all nine houses were occupied by 1831. (fn. 9) The developer was Robert Rawlings of Red Lion Square. In 1824

1830. Rawlings h|mself was the lessee of Nos 64—-68—then still 'in carcase'—but within days he relet them to the Hoxton bunder, Benjamln Matthewson, who must have finished
them off and may have built the carcases. (fn. 11) No. 68 incorporates the arched entrance into Soley Mews (lll. 286). The end house, No. 56, at the corner with Lloyd Street, where

was destroyed or damaged by bombing during the Second World War: their sites are now occupied by the return wing of Cable House in Lloyd Street (see page 285).

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009
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286. Nos 66-72 Great Percy Street (part of Soley Terrace) in 2007

The fourteen houses west of Lloyd Street, now Nos 28-54, were built in 1828-31 under an agreement with George Tindall, gentleman, and George Paul of Great Saffron Hill,
builder, proposed in 1825 but not signed until December 1826. (fn. 13) Slow to complete what they had undertaken, in 1829 Tindall and Paul blamed the downturn in the building

cycle: 'what little ground we have let in Soley Terrace we have got nothing by and there is yet ground for five houses which we have offered over and over again at five pounds a
house—the price we give'. (fn. 14) A couple of houses went to Tindall and Paul, but most to three carpenters presumably involved with the work, Thomas Herridge, Lazarus Holmes

While the building slowdown of the 1820s delayed Soley Terrace for only a few years, on the New River estate Mylne waited until late 1836 before resuming development, ensuring
that the roadway of what was initially called Percy Street East was at last fully made up the following year. ( ) Letting of building ground recommenced in 1838, Mylne
seemingly supplying designs as before—with one notable exception, a public house.

No. 26, Percy Arms

In July 1839 the architect R. C. Carpenter wrote to the New River Company on behalf of E. and W. Calvert, brewers, proposing to build a public house on Great Percy Street's west
corner with what is now Cumberland Gardens, and two houses adjoining at No. 24 Great Percy Street and No. 7 Cumberland Gardens. Approval was given on the basis that this
was to be the only public house on the 'Hanging Field' side of the estate. Built early in 1840, the Percy Arms was unlike anything else on either the New River or Lloyd Baker
estates, and is a highly considered piece of fashionable architecture.

Carpenter's brief, no doubt, was to provide a pub which would satisfy the New River Company in upholding the respectable appearance of the estate, as well as promising good
profits for the brewers. He took his Italianate design directly from a West End clubhouse, Charles Barry's Travellers' Club of 1829-32, drawings of which had been published by
John Weale in June 1839. (fn. 17) Borrowing elements from both its main elevations, he reorganized them for his smaller and more vertically proportioned building. (At the same

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 10/40
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287. Percy Arms public house from the north-east in 2005
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288. Percy Arms public house, No. 26 Great Percy Street, plans and elevations, R. C. Carpenter, architect, 183940

Inside, the pub was planned for a superior clientele, with minimal space for standing and a clubroom on the first floor. Its architectural pedigree proved enduringly appropriate, and

on the further development of the street (see below).

A skittle-alley extension of 1891 alongside Cumberland Gardens was latterly replaced by a conservatory. The Percy Arms closed at the beginning of the twenty-first century, and
plans for a residential conversion were refused permission in 2005. (fn. 21)

Other houses

While the pub was going up, progress was being made on the north side of the road. Francis Sandon, a builder of White Conduit Street, had agreed to build seven houses (Nos 41—
53) in 1838. The New River Company's ambitions for improving the tone of its estate at this juncture are evident in a shift with this agreement from 17 ft to 18 ft fronts, and from
three to four storeys (that is, from eight rooms to ten). Nos 51 and 53 (now replaced by Sanders House) went up in 1839, as did Nos 45—49, for which William James Boulton had
taken responsibility. Boulton completed the job at Nos 41 and 43 in 1841, by which time Sandon was on the verge of bankruptcy. In 1839 John Lowther, a builder of Queen's Row in
the New (Pentonville) Road, undertook ten more four-storey houses (Nos 21-39). He completed Nos 37 and 39 in 183940, but could not let them, complaining in 1841 that eight-

plots down to Percy Circus on both sides of Great Percy Street, along with the first part of the Circus itself. The company's aspirations of three years earlier had proved
unsustainable and, it seems, Lowther's observation was noted, as three-storey houses were built here, Nos 18—24 within the year, Nos 15-19 by 1842. No. 19 originally included a
shop. Carpenter's principal builder was Thomas Gates James, who lived at No. 7 River Street. (fn. 24)

Changes in scale aside there was a gradual move away from the architectural vocabulary of the 1820s. Sandon's speculation at Nos 41-53 echoed Amwell Terrace in its seven-bay
composition, but with first-floor stucco architraves and stucco cornices on the outer pairs, and no blind arcading (llls 282, 283). The development by Lowther and Watkins at Nos
21-39 marches commandingly and voluminously up the hill, cornice bands stepping up under attics, some of which have round-headed windows, perhaps simply for the sake of
variety, something that had not previously been a deliberate aim in the estate's longer terraces. Only the pair that Lowther finished himself has upper-storey architraves. Watkins left
his windows bare, while introducing a second tier of iron guards and re-introducing round-arched ground-floor windows. Carpenter's smaller houses have or had simple stucco
architraves, but are otherwise unremarkable, and entirely typical of their date (lIl. 289). Cornices on all these houses hide butterfly roofs, unlike Soley Terrace. Other details reflect
changing fashions, from acanthus balconies to rectangular fanlights, often with lozenge leading, as on the Lloyd Baker estate. Generally, there are two-room rearstaircase plans,
the end-of-terrace houses differing with side entrances, some in porches, the best of these being at No. 39. The porch at No. 15 was added in 1853 and that at No. 18 was rebuilt in
1976-7. There has been some refronting, in 1908-13 and since. (fn. 25)

The south side of the short western section of Great Percy Street beyond Percy Circus was built up in 1840-2. Nos 12—16, which survive, were built by Samuel Harris. Nos 2—-10,
pulled down for the new Clerkenwell police court (see page 308), were put up by Charles Frederick Smyrke, a timber merchant, in front of his development of Percy Yard. This
timber yard, occupied by a billiardtable manufacturer in the 1850s, is now a car park for King's Cross Police Station. The north side here, entirely replaced by what is now the
Travelodge Islington hotel, was developed in two parcels. Nos 1 and 3, of 18446, were built by William Morgan, a box maker, and Nos 5-13, of 1847-53, by Abraham Riddiford, a
builder working under James Rhodes's agreement of 1847 whereby Rhodes undertook to complete development on the New River estate (lll. 290). (fn

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 12/40
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289. Nos 18 and 20 Great Percy Street, reconstructed front elevation and ground-floor plan. R. C. Carpenter, developer, 1841
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As the development history of Great Percy Street as a whole has implied, the New River Company's aspirations for this part of its estate were not wholly successful. While Nos 57
and 67 were occupied by solicitors and their families in 1841, No. 51 had become a lodging-house, run by Maria Louisa Bell, alone with her five children. James Harrison, an
architect, lived at No. 55 for a few years from 1841, and John Brain, an engraver, was the first occupant of the smaller house at No. 15 in 1842; they later worked together in Holford
Square (below). No. 16 Great Percy Street was already divided into three households in 1851, and in 1871 five houses were described as lodging-houses and many households
professional occupancy. No. 15 was extended to the rear in 1920 when it was used as offices by the National Union of General Workers for part of their National Health Insurance
Department. (fn. 28) As elsewhere on the estate, further sub-division and municipalization have been followed by gentrification.

Percy Circus

Percy Circus was begun in 1841, and not brought to completion until 1853. Uniquely complex, it has five unevenly spaced entry points, and is laid out on the side of a steep hill (llls
279, 280, 291-4). From this difficult starting point, success was achieved through picturesque variation in the house elevations, deftly enlivened by recession and projection, adding
up to what Christopher Hussey, in 1939, called a 'monumental conception' and 'one of the most delightful bits of town planning in London'. (fn. 29) Architectural significance here

arises not simply from these intrinsic qualities, but also from the rarity and poor survival of the circus form in London. Around the railed central garden are fifteen of the original
twenty-seven houses. The three northern sections were bombed, and nine of the twelve demolished houses have been replaced in pastiche form.

290. Great Percy Street, lower section, looking east to Percy Circus in 1906. Left, Nos 1—13, built 1844-53 (demolished); right, flank of Clerkenwell Police Court,
King's Cross Road

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 14/40
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291. Nos 19-27 Percy Circus (left to right) in 1939. Entrance to Holford Place between buildings. Demolished
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292. Nos 16-18 Percy Circus in 1965. Nos 7-13 Great Percy Street to left. All demolished

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 16/40



10/11/2019 Percy Circus area | British History Online

293. Nos 4-15 Percy Circus (left to right) in 1937

The genesis of the circus layout is obscure. It was not an early intention of Mylne's, but an irregular crossing was inevitable by 1820 given the convergence of the lines of what
became Great Percy Street and Vernon Street (later Vernon Rise and Prideaux Place), the latter determined by a water main from the West Pond. Circuses had seldom been
deployed in the development of London estates, though Robert Mylne was projecting a small one at London Spa as early as 1805, an idea sustained by W. C. Mylne until at least
generate close metropolitan imitations after George Dance the Younger's America Circus, near Tower Hill, of 1768—74. Dance's own Finsbury Circus, designed in 1802 but not laid
out until 1815—17, and Piccadilly Circus, formed in 1819, may have given Mylne more local and contemporary inspiration, but neither of these was as pure in form as Percy Circus.
It may also be relevant that Mylne was of Scottish descent; perhaps he cast an eye northwards to Edinburgh New Town, where the Royal Circus was built in 1821-3. There is
another possible link, with Royal Circus in Norwood, south London, laid out c¢. 1826 by John Wilson, possibly the John Wilson who had developed Wilmington Square. (fn. 31)

JIF

| R

294. Nos 4-15 Percy Circus, perspective view. R. C. Carpenter, architect, 1841-53
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The laying out of Percy Circus did not begin until 1839-40, when circuses were less fashionable. George Mansfield built the southern roadway, and then in April 1841 presented a
tender for railing in and planting the whole circus. The northern roadway followed in 1842. In March 1841 R. C. Carpenter, attending the New River Company board as architect to
unidentified 'employers', proposed to build the first houses. He was perhaps working for William James Boulton, who wrote to the company on his behalf in 1845. (A solicitor who
acted for the Carpenter family in their Lonsdale Square development, Boulton occupied a house in Northampton Square, now No. 12 Sebastian Street, which had previously been
Carpenter's uncle Thomas's.) His first scheme for the circus involved a change to Mylne's frontages and was rejected. By May, however, agreement had been reached, subject to
Carpenter's elevations being approved by Mylne. (fn. 32)

This was an unusual condition—normally builders simply followed Mylne's elevations—and the implication is that Carpenter himself designed the elevations. Their subtle handling
and proportions certainly do not speak of Mylne, whose architectural designs were competent but unimaginative and who, in any case, had by this stage a long-settled formula for
houses on the estate. Carpenter, on the other hand, was a young architect of great talent, who at this date was trying his hand at numerous styles. The two men had long known
each other, and the resolution of the designs is likely to have been to some degree collaborative. Given the time it took to complete the circus it was certainly Mylne and not
Carpenter who saw it through and ensured consistency in the elevations as a whole. (fn. 33)

The initial commitments made in 1841 and 1842 by Carpenter and his builder, Thomas Gates James, were to put up Nos 1-8 and 27. No. 6 was the first house finished, in 1842,
but James was bankrupted in November 1843, and Carpenter had evidently left the scene. Nos 7, 8 and 27 were not complete until 1847, James's creditor Elisha Ambler, a Dalston
brickmaker, having taken over. In 1846-8 Thomas Pentelow, a carpenter, built Nos 9 and 10. The timber merchant Charles Smyrke had undertaken to build Nos 13-18 in 1841, but
he did nothing, and in 1846 Thomas B. Watts of No. 30 Claremont Square gained approval for plans to incorporate a 'respectable public library' on a corner plot (Nos 25-26): this
too came to nothing. The turning point came in June 1847 when James Rhodes agreed to build the sixteen outstanding houses as part of his larger commitment to finish the
development of the estate. Numerous builders worked under Rhodes to see to it that Percy Circus was completed by 1853, Watkins himself coming back in 1850. (fn. 34)

The following list summarizes the development. (fn. 35)

R. C. Carpenter, architect, with Thomas Gates James, builder:
Nos 1-3. Completed by B. and G. Sheldrick, 1841-5

Nos 4-6. 1841-3

Nos 7, 8. Completed by Elisha Ambler, 1842-3 and 1845-7

Thomas Pentelow, builder:

Nos 9, 10. 1846-8

295. Nos 1-3 Percy Circus, reconstructed ground-floor plans

James Rhodes, developer:

No. 11. William Chrystal, builder, 1847-9

No. 12. James Snelling, builder, 1849-51

Nos 13-15. F. Kestevens and Snelling, builders, 1849-53

Nos 16-18. Abraham Riddiford, builder, 1849-52. Demolished

Nos 19-24. William Watkins, George Martin and Snelling, builders, 1850-2. Demolished
Nos 25, 26. James Kent Vote, builder, 1850—1. Demolished

No. 27. T. G. James, builder, completed by Elisha Ambler, 1841-3 and 1846—7. Demolished
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Carpenter's elevations of 1841 were carried out with no more than minor modifications. To fit the road layout the twenty-seven houses of Percy Circus were grouped in multiples of
three, with three sections of three, one of six and one of twelve. The mid-terrace houses have conventional rear-staircase layouts. Those on corners were given side entrances, in
porches except at Nos 1 and 3 (lll. 295). The best and earliest of these porches survives at No. 4, its quality seemingly reflecting Carpenter's involvement. Return elevations were

left largely blind; those on Nos 3 and 4 have been opened up.

The New River Company stuck with large (ten-room) houses on Percy Circus, despite doubts as to whether they could easily be let. In spite of their size and the amenity of the
circus these did not attract particularly opulent occupants. The first resident in 1842 was Borchert Brunies, a German 'fancy whalebone worker', who moved to No. 6 from No. 7
Arlington Street. He was permitted to use the premises for his work, which was deemed 'more an Art than a Trade'. (fn. 36) Dr Frederick William Fogarty, a physician and surgeon,
was the first occupant of the corner house at No. 15 from 1850, when he built a two-storey surgery and coach-house extension facing Great Percy Street, now remade as a
workshop (No. 15). No. 10 was already being used as a lodginghouse in 1851 when No. 9 was also divided, one household being that of an Isle of Wight farmer, Abraham Clarke,
whose son, the future architect Thomas Chatfeild Clarke, was that year showing a design for a national sculpture gallery at the Great Exhibition. (fn. 37) Thereafter, the proximity of

King's Cross and then St Pancras stations would have been a factor in the gradual spread of lodging-house use.

In 1871 George Palmer, a publisher, lived at No. 6, while No. 19 was occupied by a ladies' underwear maker who employed twelve people on the premises. Antonio Benvenuti, a
musician, had No. 23, his lodgers including Alessandro Forelli, a singer, and two Italian priests. No. 15 was occupied by doctors until at least 1910. A plaque still in place on its
corner reads 'Bartlett, Surgeon, Accoucheur’, suggesting a male midwife, but plausibly a cover for use of the premises for abortions, probably during the early years of the twentieth
century. No. 18 then became the New River Company's estate office, and Nos 9-14 and 16 were all in use as apartments or lodgings. (fn. 38) The most celebrated of the lodgers to
pass through Percy Circus was Lenin, whose brief stay at No. 16 in 1905 is commemorated by a plaque (see below). In a popular novel of 1891, by J. Maclaren Cobban, No. 10
Percy Circus was made a fictional home for down-at-heel respectability, evoking a communal, even convivial, life for a house full of lodgers who shared a kitchen and occasional
meals. The Rev. William Merrydew, unable to afford his rent in Woburn Place, is obliged to step down the social ladder and to come with his daughter into this house. He is
introduced by Signor Bottiglia, an 'antique dealer', who explains that Percy Circus 'is not what you say swell, but it is very jolly— very nice; and what a devil does it matter where you
have lodging in London? Me, | like Pentonville; it is fresh air; it rise up out of the hole'. (fn. 39)

Nos 19-24 Percy Circus were destroyed by a wartime bomb. Nos 25-27, also damaged, were replaced in 1952-5 by Holford House (see below). Nos 16—18 were demolished in
1968 and replaced in 1970-2 by the rear part of what is now the Travelodge Islington hotel (see page 310), designed by Trehearne & Norman, Preston & Partners, architects. The
block facing Percy Circus was, at the request of Islington Borough Council, to have been an 'exact replica’ of the demolished buildings. Starkly purple elevations, conspicuously
punctuated by vents, sit on channelled stucco lower storeys that, without any street entrance, float disconcertingly behind the area railings. (fn. 40) After half a century's disuse,
other than as a car park, the site of Nos 19-24 was redeveloped by Try Homes in 1999-2000, with PRC Fewster designing a speculative block of 27 flats. Nineteen of these flats
were designated Nos 16—20 Percy Circus (lll. 296). The other eight, in a plainer block at No. 9 Vernon Rise, are 'affordable’ housing for former council or Peabody Trust tenants.
The 'replica’ elevation here makes an instructive comparison with that of thirty years earlier at the hotel. The later work is more carefully conceived and more skilfully executed, from
the use of yellow stock bricks to the detailing of the architraves, but the copying is so literal and little researched that it extends to the omission of the parapet balustrades. (fn. 41)

296. Nos 16-20 Percy Circus (left to right) in 2005. Try Homes, developers, 1999-2000

Cruikshank Street

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 19/40



10/11/2019 Percy Circus area | British History Online

Cruikshank Street (misspelled Cruickshank on some street signs and maps) was formerly called Bond Street after one of its builders, and was renamed in 1938 in honour of
George Cruikshank's residence near by. Work on this road began in 1822, but formation of the street was left in abeyance until 1838, when the development of Great Percy Street
commenced. William Bond, who lived on the corner at No. 17 Claremont Square, then took a 54ft frontage to add to 30 ft he already leased beyond the end of his garden to build
four three-storey houses, leaving a carriageway to stables behind. These houses were built in 1840-3 by Henry Johnson of Sekforde Street and survive as Nos 1-4.

By 1842 the street linked through to Holford Square. A further three houses were built opposite in 1843-6, along with five on the east side of Holford Street. These were all built by
William Watkins, working under James Rhodes. After bombing in 1941 the site was cleared, Holford Street was realigned and Amwell House was built (see page 231). (fn. 42)

In 1907 the New River Company and Finsbury Borough Council together defeated a London County Council scheme for a school between Great Percy Street and Bond Street (see
page 317), it being feared that the intrusion of a school into the 'best residential quarter left in Finsbury' would lower property values. (fn. 43) But the area's residential character had
changed, and 'best' did not mean what it once had. In 1909, leases having fallen in, the company took much of the gardens of Nos 12—-17 Claremont Square to build five pairs of
maisonette flats (now Nos 16-25 Cruikshank Street). A year later four more pairs (Nos 8—15) were built opposite, on the gardens of Nos 75-83 Amwell Street. (fn. 44) The infilling

of gardens for the erection of terrace 'houses' designed as flats reflects the New River estate's decline into multi-occupation by this time. Buildings of this nature, common
throughout London's Edwardian working-class suburbs, look oddly out of place here, with their plain-tiled roofs and half-timbered gables (lIl. 297).
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297. Nos 22-25 Cruikshank Street in 1994. New River Company maisonette flats of 1909
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The carriageway east of Nos 1-4 Cruikshank Street has become Holford Mews, at the end of which is the pedimented entrance to a former engineering works, known as Holford
Yard, consisting largely of north-light sheds and extending to the back of Nos 91-99 Pentonville Road (llls 278, 279). The north-west section was built in 1923-5 as Nolan's Garage,
and other buildings, replacing stables and outbuildings, were put up between 1928 and 1938 for E. J. L. Delfosse's Ormond Engineering Co. Ltd, manufacturers of screws and radio
components. The north-east part was built in 1928-33, the southern part and the fivestorey building at Nos 91-99 Pentonville Road in 1937-8, all to designs by Lewis Solomon &

Holford Square

Holford Square existed for just a century. Built up in 1841-8, it was badly bombed in 1941 and wholly destroyed in the post-war reconstruction. This was a fate in contrast to that of
Myddelton Square and Percy Circus, the two chief set-pieces of town-planning on the New River Company's estate, which also suffered war-damage. At Holford Square the
damage was that much greater. After some attempts at rebuilding, the whole square was demolished and its imprint lost when Bevin Court replaced it in the early 1950s.

The square was named after Charles Holford, Governor of the New River Company from 1815 to 1827, whose family had long been prominent in the company's affairs. Building
began on the south side and finished on the north. The first houses, Nos 1 and 2, were built in 1841 by George Bugg, carpenter, of Exmouth Street, and leased respectively to the
architect and surveyor James Harrison and the Rev. Elias Parry. Both lived there for some years. Nothing else appeared until 1844, when John Brain, engraver, with Harrison as his
'surveyor', built Nos 11 and 12 at the other end of the south side. No. 12, Brain's own residence, had a 'study' wing at the rear. Harrison also seems to have been responsible for
two houses on the east side of the square, for which tenders were published in 1844; these were probably the two at the south corner, Nos 42 and 43. He planned to build more
houses on the south side but finally gave up the plots. After this slow start most of the houses followed agreements in 1845 between the New River Company and William Watkins,
who was working with James Rhodes. Following Watkins's bankruptcy in 1847 Rhodes quickly saw the project through with other builders, also erecting six further houses in

The architecture of the square (llls 298, 299) was conventional for its date, still essentially plain but with stucco decoration to some windows on the first floor, flat heads to all the
ground-floor openings, and oblong fanlights over the doors. On the east and west sides the houses were grouped behind palace fronts—a significant departure from usual practice
on the estate— with pediments at the slightly projecting ends and centres. The flanks of the end houses, too, were pedimented. The north side, stepping down the slope from east
to west, lacked the pediments but otherwise matched; the south side was probably similar. As surveyor to the New River Company, W. C. Mylne was, nominally at any rate,
responsible for the design of the buildings or at least their elevations: Watkins was specifically required to build on the north side according to Mylne's plans. The designs are
suggestive of a hand other than Mylne's, but whether Harrison or anyone else had any input into the overall design is not known.
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299. Holford Square, east side in 1939, with Finsbury Council public bowling green in square. Demolished

Two houses were subsequently built on spare ground at either end of the square, on the north side, where the possibility of laying out link streets to Penton Rise and Pentonville
Road was pre-empted by earlier development on the Penton estate. The first was Holford Villa of 1866, the builder's own house and in Christopher Hussey's words 'a last survival
of Georgian tradition into the midVictorian jungle'. (fn. 48) It was built by John Dore, who moved there from his house next door at the top of the west side. The second, at the north-

The central garden, laid out with trees, lawns and flower-beds, was managed by a committee of householders until the expiry of the original ground leases in 1932. It was then
acquired by Finsbury Borough Council and laid out as a public bowling green in 1934. (fn. 51)

In its social character, Holford Square underwent the decline from early prosperity common to so much of the New River estate. A number of early and mid- Victorian residents were
involved in illustration, engraving and allied crafts: the engraver John Brain (see above); Charles Cheffins, lithographer; William Pope, engraver; Ebenezer Landells, artist and wood
engraver; George Belton Moore, artist; Howard Dudley, wood-engraver and illustrator; George Welland, map engraver. (fn. 52) The watch trade was also represented. Among other

tradesmen, or professionals. The architect Francis Cranmer Penrose, Surveyor of the Fabric of St Paul's Cathedral since 1852, was living at No. 13 in the early 1860s.

In the early twentieth century Lenin found a temporary home among the lodgings in the square. A later transient was the anti-imperialist historian, Thomas Lionel Hodgkin, who
lodged here as a young man in 1936, when he joined the Communist Party. (fn. 54) The square was by this time quite déclassé, a distinctly poor address.

Lenin and the Lenin memorials

In 1902 Vladimir llyich Ulyanov (Lenin) and his wife, Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya, came to London, aiming to evade persecution, to publish /skra, the Russian Marxist
newspaper. They stayed in a two-room first-floor flat at No. 30 Holford Square from April 1902 to May 1903. Two years later they returned to the area to lodge at No. 16 Percy
Circus, from 25 April to 10 May 1905, when Lenin was one of 38 delegates to the Third Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party, held by the Bolsheviks, 'mostly in
the backroom of some pub or restaurant', as he later recalled, to hammer out a strategy for the Russian revolution of that year. Other delegates were put up at Nos 9 and 23 Percy

Thirty-seven eventful years later Lenin's residence at No. 30 Holford Square was commemorated by a London County Council tablet (not a blue plaque) and a freestanding borough
council monument incorporating a portrait bust. The Finsbury Communist Party first proposed a plaque to Lenin in 1939, but the LCC rejected the suggestion as he would not
qualify for a blue plaque until 1944, twenty years after his death. Following the Soviet Union's entry into the war in 1941 Alderman Harold Riley and the Finsbury Anglo-Soviet
Committee revived the idea, with support from Ivan Maisky, the Soviet Ambassador to Britain. In the new political climate the 20-year rule was overlooked. Unveiled in March 1942,
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the tablet was placed in a section of rusticated ground-floor wall, all that remained of the recently bombed house at No. 30 (lIl. 300). Maisky stated, wrongly and perhaps
opportunistically, that Lenin had stayed on the ground floor, but historical accuracy was of secondary importance to his main theme, that the ceremony 'now would have in it a
certain dramatic appeal to public opinion in this country and in mine'. (fn. 56)
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300. Unveiling of London County Council tablet, March 1942, commemorating Lenin's residence at No. 30 Holford Square in 1902-3. Ivan Maisky, Soviet
Ambassador, at the microphone
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Riley and Finsbury Borough Council had wanted something more permanent, and so commissioned Berthold Lubetkin to design the portrait-bust monument. Unveiled a month
later, on Lenin's birthday, 22 April, this stood opposite the remains of No. 30 in a gap in the square's railings (lll. 301). It was constructed of concrete, marble and granite, with a
coloured-glass panel to bathe the head of Lenin in red light, and a broken chain at its base. Within a year the bust had to be replaced, having been defaced by fascist protesters. A
police guard was mounted, but when Riley lost control of the council in 1946 it was withdrawn and further attacks were made. Holford Square was cleared in 1948, and in 1951,
with the Cold War underway, the tablet and bust were removed to Finsbury Town Hall for storage; the casing of the memorial was consigned to oblivion by its designer in the
foundations of Bevin Court, centrepiece of the housing project which was to have been named after Lenin. (fn. 57)

Holford Square and Lenin's memorials there had long been erased when, in 1960, the Finsbury Communist Party again approached the LCC, this time suggesting that there should
be a blue plaque on No. 16 Percy Circus. This was agreed and the plaque was mounted in 1962, despite much critical press comment and the New River Company's insistence on
an indemnity against consequent damage. This memorial too was short-lived. In August 1968 Nos 16—18 were demolished for redevelopment. The Greater London Council, in
keeping with its rules, would not allow the plaque to be installed on the new building, and it was given to the mayor of Moscow. However, the developer of the site, Trevor Burfield of
Centremoor Ltd, saw to it that a privately made replacement plaque was incorporated into the new hotel's elevation to Percy Circus. Unveiled in August 1972, in the face of anti-
Soviet demonstrations, by the Soviet Ambassador, Mikhail Smirnovsky, standing alongside Burfield, it was immediately covered over again for fear of provoking further trouble. (fn.
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301. Lenin Memorial, between railings facing No. 30 Holford Square. Designed by Berthold Lubetkin for Finsbury Council, 1942. Demolished

Peel Centre
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The Peel Centre, standing on the site of Holford Square's west side, was built in 1995-6 to designs by Patrick Minns of Gibberd & Minns Ltd, architects, with Charter Construction
plc as the main contractors. A community centre with a sports hall, dining-hall, youth club and meeting-room, it continues the work of the Peel Institute, begun in connection with the
Quaker meeting-house in Peel Court (see Survey of London, vol. xlvi). Low-slung and brick-faced, the centre has a tripartite layout with a central courtyard. (fn. 59)

Bevin Court, Holford House and Amwell House

The ensemble represented by Bevin Court and its lesser outliers, Holford House and Amwell House, with the space between them (llls 278, 279), was the last major project
masterminded by the architect Berthold Lubetkin for Finsbury Borough Council. Originally known as the Holford Square Housing Scheme, it differs from its predecessors at Spa
Green and Priory Green in having been designed and erected in its entirety after the Second World War. Though planning began under the aegis of Tecton, Lubetkin's original
practice, the bulk of the work fell to his successor firm of Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin. Construction took place between 1951 and 1957.

During the war, parts of all four sides of Holford Square suffered damage classified as beyond repair, with destruction worst around the south-west corner. Holford Place, the short
access road debouching into that corner, was likewise injured, as was the north side of Percy Circus nearby. In 1943 the freeholders, the New River Company, turned their mind to
reconstruction. After investigation, the surveyors Vigers & Co. told Finsbury Council in March 1946 that their clients had concluded that the fabric of the square was irreversibly
damaged and that the only policy was to 'scrap the old buildings entirely'. Instead, they proposed blocks of flats round the perimeter 'in the Georgian style in keeping with the
general character of the neighbourhood'. (fn. 60) Duly in June of that year the surveyors Daniel Watney & Sons working with Eiloart, Inman and Nunn proposed on the company's

A month later Lubetkin came forward with a plan and Tecton were confirmed as architects. The alacrity suggests that their involvement had been in the air. Having designed the
Lenin Memorial attached to the railings on the square's north side in 1942 (lll. 301), Lubetkin had probably expressed interest in its future. With his usual ambition, the initial project
he put forward ran to some seven blocks and adumbrated an enlarged area of redevelopment, including the north sides of Percy Circus and of Great Percy Street west of Holford
Street. Bullishly, the council applied for these sites too, but was refused them after a public enquiry at which the New River Company contested the whole order. By March 1947 the
compulsory purchase area had shrunk back to the square. The council later bought from the company Nos 25-29 Percy Circus, but was unable to secure No. 15 Great Percy
Street. This restricted future access to the development along the line of Holford Place. (fn. 62)

By autumn 1947 Lubetkin was ready to bring forward the matured scheme and full analysis with which Tecton accompanied all their major projects. Their report bestowed faint
praise upon the squares of Clerkenwell as 'very characteristic of English town planning' and conveying 'unity of scale and character'. But the architects were against replicating their
precise perimeter. A fresh attitude to open space was called for, they argued; density needed to rise to keep down the level of rents, while any north-facing block was bound to be
unsatisfactory. (fn. 63)

302. Holford Square redevelopment. Preliminary model with blocks aligned north-south. Tecton, architects, c. 1946

303. Holford Square redevelopment. Portion of model of scheme submitted for tender, looking north; nursery school in front. Tecton, architects, c. 1947-8. Only
one of four intended blocks on the south side is shown in this picture, to right
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304. Bevin Court, plans of upper floors. Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin, architects, 19514

While developing the scheme, the Tecton team had played with several alternatives, varying from eight-storey blocks around the square to Zeilenbau arrangements with blocks in
six blocks altogether: one in four linked parts stepping up and back on the north side, a large slab commanding the crown of the site along the east side, and four squarish blocks in
parallel on the south side and along Holford Place. The elevations were to follow the lines of Spa Green, with a chequer of recessed and projecting balcony fronts and vivid colour
contrasts. All this was to enclose an urban landscape centred on the old open space of the square, where the Lenin Memorial held potential pride of place amidst 'balustrades,
retaining walls, steps and other small architectural features' to cope with the contours. (fn. 65) In respecting this space, the architects were probably heeding the restrictions of the
London Squares Preservation Act, 1931.

In retrospect, the architects admitted that this scheme, 'conceived in the immediate post-war years when housing standards were more or less fluid', (fn. 66) represented 'a fairly

square's south side, a review of construction methods in the light of difficulties encountered at Spa Green and Priory Green, and a slight increase in the number of flats from 137 to
143, the scheme described above remained the official one. It went to tender early in 1949, with a ceiling price of £292,670. 8) The costs then portended caused a radical shift
of direction, since 'it was clear that minor economies would not meet the case'. (fn. 69) In July the Finsbury Housing Commi sked the architects, by now Skinner, Bailey and

Lubetkin, to revise the project so as to provide flats at substantially lower rentals.

Their first reaction was to pile all the accommodation into a large centrally sited block, offering 'architectural effect by great masses rather than, as previously, by means of intricate
and expensive detail'. (fn. 70) This, however, contravened the Act of 1931 and drew objections from the LCC. In September 1949 Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin came up with the
basis of what was built. The bulk of the housing now occupied a 'large 3-winged block' of 112 flats, later raised to 118, with fourteen extra dwellings sited separately and the open
space to the west of the main block. At first the LCC's Town Planning Department feared that this would hinder redevelopment of the adjoining areas, but the architects managed to

persuade them of the new layout's merits. (fn. 71) The full scheme received outline approval from Finsbury in January 1950 and was worked up during the course of that year.

Bevin Court. Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin, architects, 1951—4
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305. Garden (west) front in 2006
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306. Mural in lobby, with emblems of Finsbury Council. Peter Yates, artist, c. 1954
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307. Entrance (south-east) front in 2006

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/survey-london/vol47/pp217-238#h2-0009 32/40



10/11/2019

308. Entrance porch in 2007.
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309. Rear (north-east) front in 2007 showing galleries to flats

The revised concept depended for both blocks on a repetitive bay-module of 10 ft 3in. throughout, permitting the possibility of prefabrication. To avoid monotony, explained the
architects, the windows 'are grouped in couples with the solid spaces between filled in with precast concrete elements of standard size, whilst the horizontal bands on the elevation
are obtained by carrying the floor slabs out to the surface of the wall and facing them with precast concrete units'. (fn. 72) In the Y-shaped block— the future Bevin Court—they

while the small independent block at the end of Holford Place was likewise devoted to maisonettes.

As for the former square, the LCC accepted its division into separate portions, as entailed by the siting of the main block, so long as it remained a public open space. The architects
explained the change as one from space 'as a concrete volume inscribed within the surrounding buildings', to 'a system of air-reservoirs contained between points of emphasis'. (fn.
74) Holford Place now shrank to a footpath, so that vehicle access had to be from Holford Street or Cruikshank Street alone.

contractor was bound up with the engineering arrangements and structural system. Hitherto Lubetkin had regularly worked with Ove Arup and the specialist concrete contractors, J.
L. Kier. But frictions and differences had arisen recently at Spa Green and Priory Green, some personal, some due to the novelty of the box-frame structural system (see page 102).
The architects therefore argued for a construction process undertaken by a single contractor rather than a general builder with a concrete subcontractor, claiming that this suited
post-war conditions and avoided duplication on site. The firms tendering were asked to submit separate bids for framed construction, both in situ and prefabricated, as well as for
cross-wall and slab. (fn. 76) In the event, prefabricating any more than the cladding proved too costly, so the cross-wall option offered by Tersons was chosen. Working out Bevin
House's structure took place between Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin and Tersons' consulting engineers, J. H. Coombs & Partners. Absalom Green was the job architect for the
scheme, as he had been at Priory Green.
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310. Holford House, view from Great Percy Street. Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin, architects, 1951-4

Shortages of supplies and unreliable deliveries, particularly of steel and cladding panels, hampered the contract. Atlas Stone, for instance, agreed to supply the concrete cladding
but withdrew in May 1952 'on the ground of more urgent defence orders'. This was serious, since on the end walls the cladding was to act as permanent shuttering for the structure.
An alternative supplier, F. Bradford & Co., could supply only rough-faced cladding which, the architects thought, ‘could not fail to give a somewhat drab effect'. (fn. 77) Permission

was therefore given to add a special white aggregate of Hopton Wood stone chippings to Bradford's panels on four of the six elevations of the Y-shaped block, in distinction to the
exposed ballast used on the end walls and gallery sides. Now that most of the concrete has been painted over, these contrasts cannot be seen.

Show flats were ready by the summer of 1953, and the name Bevin House, in memory of the trade unionist and statesman Ernest Bevin, was allotted to the main block that autumn.
When the Lenin Memorial was removed from Holford Square in 1951, the architects and many socialists had assumed that the building would be called after Lenin, and a place for
it next to the entrance had been reserved. But as Communist support dwindled locally and nationally, Finsbury's ruling Labour group deemed this impolitic. According to Francis
Skinner, 'when it came to redesigning the sign over the entry porch, we only had to change two letters'. (fn. 78) At the same time the small maisonette block took the name Holford

House. At an opening ceremony held on 24 April 1954, Dame Florence Bevin unveiled a bust and tablet; Arthur Deakin, the anticommunist general secretary of Bevin's former
powerbase, the Transport and General Workers Union, also spoke. (fn. 79)

orientation and parallelism of Zeilenbau planning, though they had tried to relieve its rigidity with variation, colour and movement. Much effort had been spent on improving the
internal planning and facilities of the flats, and on the construction process. Setbacks in building Spa Green and Priory Green, coupled with the difficulties of the post-war economy
and building industry, caused Lubetkin to retrench but not to relinquish his belief in public housing as suitable for monumental expression. Self-sufficient and forcefully geometrical,
Bevin Court became the prototype for a new type of multi-storey block which Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin took on in its work for the borough of Bethnal Green in the 1950s. This
later idiom of Lubetkin's develops the strong geometrical impulse always evident in his work, stemming from his exposure to Russian Constructivism. For the heavier concrete
forms the post-war work of Le Corbusier is sufficient explanation.

With its 120-degree wings and its focus upon the centre, Bevin Court has a strong 'panoptical' flavour (llls 305, 307). Y-shaped plans can occasionally be found in nineteenth-
century prison and hospital plans, and had featured in Lubetkin's early student projects, but so far as is known no housing of this scale had been built in such a form. The scheme
predates by some months Zehrfuss and Breuer's successful competition design for the Y-shaped Unesco secretariat in Paris, to which it bears some formal similarities.
Proportionally, the wings dominate the centre. Seven storeys in the south-east, eight on the other two sides, they are some 160 ft long but less than 30 ft deep. On the inner end of
each wing, successors to the drying canopies of Spa Green are half-visible on the roof. Liveliness of pattern on the flat fronts of the main elevations is contrived by setting concrete
panels against brick spandrels below the windows, and alternating the arrangement of the flats on each floor. Now that most of the concrete on Bevin Court has been painted over,
the texture, colour and articulation of the panels, each made up of small units, have largely been lost. The access balconies are gathered on the northeast flank, which forms a true
'back’ to the building (lll. 309). Here plain brick fronts are screened by concrete cantilevered balconies whose uprights once again alternate in position on each storey.

The tour de force at Bevin Court is the sequence of main hall and central staircase, still publicly visible at the time of writing. From a projecting concrete porch, heftily modelled and
lit from a fanlight under an oversailing reverse-pitch roof (lll. 308), the visitor enters a truncated drum, expressed externally in brickwork. Set back within one side of the curve, in
space originally meant for a porter's lodge, is a Guernica-style mural in primary colours by Peter Yates, who had been an assistant with Lubetkin at Peterlee; it depicts emblems
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connected with Finsbury's history and heraldry (lll. 306). The exact date of its appearance seems unrecorded, but it was not remarked on at the time of the opening. Geometry and
scale expand as the visitor moves into the space at the heart of the building. This is an equilateral triangle in plan, cut off at the corners so as to form a hexagon, with open
balconies on the short sides of the upper storeys. Two lifts and the common rubbish chutes also share the edges of this space. In its centre, within a circular well twenty feet in
diameter, is inscribed the staircase (llls 311-13). Replicating the building in plan-form, it consists of a sequence of short flights at 120-degree angles with triangular, island-like
landings halfway between the floors, poised on a single central pillar. The flights always turn to the right from the half-landing, then take a dog-leg from the floor above up to the
next half-landing. The main materials of the staircase and its drum are concrete, with steel rails and a mahogany handrail. Though simple in conception, it has great spatial
dynamism. Such communal stairs were further explored in Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin's late work for Bethnal Green, if never with the same force as at Bevin Court.
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311. Bevin Court staircase, during construction, c¢. 1952
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312. Bevin Court, base of stair in 2007

Holford House (lll. 310), visually quite separate at the join between Percy Circus and Great Percy Street, has none of the drama of Bevin Court. It is a plain four-storey maisonette
block with the south end cranked back towards Great Percy Street from the former line of Holford Place. The language is the same as that of the larger block, but the use of
concrete and brick for the facing and spandrel panels is inverted. Here the original concrete surfaces remain unpainted.
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313. Bevin Court staircase in 2004

The environs of Bevin Court are the only place where the landscaping still bears traces of Lubetkin's intentions for his Finsbury estates. The formal approach from Holford Street
takes the form of a simple circle within lawns, dignified and animated by the descending contours. The north-east or back side was reserved largely for children's play and has now
been much altered. To the west, a sinuous ramp with dwarf walls partly of concrete and partly of cast-iron trellis takes residents down to the main area destined for garden use. A
boundary fence now cuts off Bevin Court from the smaller garden of Holford House, and the pathways have correspondingly changed.

One later addition was made to this scheme. That is Amwell House, the two-storey block at the south-east angle of Cruikshank Street and Holford Street. A building of twelve small
flats with bed-sitting rooms, it was allotted to Skinner, Bailey and Lubetkin by Finsbury Council in 1956 and built in 1957-8 by James Webb & Son. It is remarkable only for
its run of west-facing bay windows, otherwise untypical of the architects.
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Posted by Oleg-Kerziouk

05 OCTOBER 2015

| beg to apply for a ticket: Lenin [pseudonym Jacob Richter]
at the British Library

The founder of the world’s first socialist state, Vladimir ll'ich Lenin, visited London six
times between 1902 and 1911, and on at least five of these occasions found the time to
call into the British Museum whose Library collections were in his view unparalleled. At
the time of his 1907 visit he said:

It is a remarkable institution, especially that exceptional reference section. Ask them any
guestion, and in the very shortest space of time they'll tell you where to look to find the
material that interests you. ... Let me tell you, there is no better library than the British
Museum. Here there are fewer gaps in the collections than in any other library.

Praise indeed from a man who was already well acquainted with many of the major
libraries of Europe and Russia.

His attachment to the Library dates from 29 April 1902, when he first entered the Round
Reading Room to commence his studies. He had arrived in London with his

wife, Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaia, earlier that month in order to set up
publication of Iskra, the newspaper of the Russian Social Democratic Labour Party
(RSDLP). The Twentieth Century Press had agreed to carry out the printing at 37a
Clerkenwell Green, (now the Marx Memorial Library), and soon accommodation was
found for the new arrivals not far from there, at 30 Holford Square, Pentonville.

It was from this address that Lenin first wrote to the Director of the British Museum
requesting permission to study in the Library. The documents related to this episode are
held in the British Library (Add. MS.54579.)
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The letter (above), dated 21 April 1902, bears the signature “Jacob Richter”, the
pseudonym Lenin had adopted to throw the Tsarist police off his track. The reference
required was supplied by the General Secretary of the General Federation of Trade
Unions, I. H. Mitchell, but this did not satisfy the Admissions Office as Mitchell’s home
address could not be found in the London street directories. Lenin wrote again
enclosing another recommendation from Mitchell, who this time used the address of his
union’s headquarters. The following day Lenin was informed that a Reader’s Ticket
would be granted to him, and four days later he signed the Admissions Register and
was issued with ticket number A72453 (below).
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The ticket was valid for three months only, but the period was extended, first by three
months, and then by a further six . Finally, on 29 April 1903, exactly one year after
entering the Library for the first time, he surrendered his ticket and a few days later left
England for France.

In August of the same year he returned for the famous 2nd Party Congress, during
which the RSDLP made its historic split into “menshevik” and “bolshevik” factions, but
there is no evidence to suggest that Lenin found the time to visit the Museum on this
occasion, despite the fact that he said he used the Library whenever he was in London.

However, during the 3rd Party Congress, which again took place in London (from 25
April to 10 May 1905), it is known that he paid a visit to Great Russell Street, and there
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copied out extracts from the works of Marx and Engels. Unfortunately, there is no record
of this in the Museum archives.

His next visit to London took place in early summer 1907, and from the reminiscences
of his colleagues we know that he spent roughly a week in the Library at the beginning
of June. The Temporary Admissions Register does mention that a J. P. Richter was
admitted in May 1907 (no.3782), but one cannot be sure whether this was Lenin —
Richter was not a particularly uncommon name. However, we can be quite sure about
the details of his visit the following year. In mid-May 1908 he arrived in London with the
express intention of spending a month in the Museum to work on his book, Materializm i
empiriokrititsizm, and fortunately, his correspondence with the Museum authorities
survives in the Library archives.

On 18 May 1908 under his real name, Vladimir Oulianoff, he wrote to the Director of the
Museum requesting permission to study in the Library and referring to an earlier
donation of two of his books. His recommendation came from a certain J. J. Terrett, an
English Social Democrat, but history repeated itself, and just as in 1902, he was
refused admission. Two days later he wrote again enclosing a second reference, this
time from his old friend, the manager of the Twentieth Century Press, Harry Quelch.
This proved sufficient, and as in 1902, he immediately received instructions to call into
the Library to collect his Reader's Ticket. On 22 May, he signed the Admissions Book,
and was issued with a three-month pass, number A88740.

Lenin made use of the Library's collections only once more, during his lecture-tour of
1911, when he visited several European cities to deliver his paper on “Stolypin and
Revolution”. The London reading took place on 11 November in the New King's Hall,
Commercial Road, Whitechapel, and on the same day the Museum issued a temporary
pass to Mr. Vladimir Oulianoff, making a note of his address, 6 Oakley Square, N.W., in
their Card Index.

Although Lenin may indeed have had a favourite seat in the Reading Room, neither he
nor anyone else has left any indication of which seat that may have been. Several
numbers have been suggested, including: G7, H9, R7, R8, and L13. In fact, the latter is
probably the most likely, positioned, as it was then in a row opposite the reference
works on British and European history, which he doubtless made use of on several
occasions.

R. Henderson, Honorary Research Associate, School of History, Queen Mary
University of London

Posted by Olga Kerziouk at 10:00 AM
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