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Lenin at 21 Tavistock

Square, London, St Pancras
1908

21 Tavistock Place, St Pancras — 1908

In May 1908 Vladimir llyich Lenin arrives back in London carrying a written recommendation
from Joseph J. Terrett in support of a request for entry into the British Museum Library. Sadly,
on being unable to find a Joseph J. Terrett at the address provided on the reference, the
museum'’s admissions officer declines the recommendation and Lenin is forced to secure a
second reference from Iskra printing-pal Harry Quelch (founding member of the Communist
Party of Great Britain). This new recommendation is accepted and Lenin is issued with a three-
month pass to the library. During his stay he writes to Camille Huysmans, a German-educated
Belgian and member of the Belgische Werkliedenpartij (Belgian Labour Party). As of yet | have
been unable to find the name of the property owner in May 1908. Kate Lee and Joseph Jenner

appear at 22 and 23 Tavistock Place, whilst Emily Biller was at No.24.

At 21 Tavistock Place in 1911, some three years after Lenin’s stay in London was Russian
barber, Bert Barnett and his family. This is quite amusing, as on earlier trips, Lenin and his
companions in London had been meeting under the banner of ‘Foreign Barbers of London’, a
pseudonym for the Bolsheviks most likely derived from similar working men’s associations
active in Whitechapel’s at this time (Traitors Within, Herbert Fitch, 1933).
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In the absence of a definite match for the property in 1908, | looked to earlier censuses and
found French resident, Albin Audibert (b.1868) and his wife Adonia (b.1868) running a lodging
house at 21 Tavistock Place in 1901. This is interesting, as subsequent to his stay at 21 Tavistock
Place in 1908, Lenin relocates to the Panthéon district of Paris. In Paris Lenin meets Inessa
Armand, radical feminist Bolshevik married to Alexander Armand, son of a fabulously wealthy
Russian textile merchant who had set up Sunday Schools for peasant children (an idea taken up
by exiles in London’s East Enda few years later). Lenin’s first address in Paris is 24 rue Beaunier.
Its curious also to note that Lenin, a talented law-graduate was now within a short walk of
Professor Audibert’s Faculte de Droit de L'Universite (law faculty) at place du Panthéon. Another
famous Audibert was Auguste Audibert, editor of the earlier La Radical and La Caricature, the
latter published in the wake of France’s July Revolution; contributors included Balzac. But as
we don’t know for sure if Albin Auditbert was at 21 Tavistock at the time of Lenin’s visit in

1908, what follows may be little more than coincidence.

e Between 1901 & 1911 the Audibert’s move their lodging business from 21 Tavistock
Place to 7 Tottenham Court Road. The house has seven guest rooms and is next door to
a pub and a fish restaurant. The road and its pubs features in prominently in Lenin

folklore.

¢ The public house next door to the Audiberts was the Blue Posts tavern managed by
William Perry and his wife Florence. William Thomas Fletcher Brown, a 57 year old law
clerk living in St John at Hackney, appears as Perry’s partner on property records and
lives just a few minutes around the corner from Lenin’s friend Theodore Rothstein at

Clapton Square.
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In 1930 an Annie MacDonald Buckman left £500 and the residue of her property to
Albin Auditbert’s son Raymond Audibert (Gloucester Journal, 22.11.1930).

Annie Buckman was the wife of painter/engraver Edwin Buckman. Edwin had been
tutor to Princess Alexandra, aunt of Kaiser Wilhelm Il (see also: E. Buckman Dispensary in
the East End of London 1871)

e Curiously in 1896 Edwin Buckman’s cousin, Katherine Julia Buckman was initiated into
the Heremetic Order of the Golden Dawn at its Isis-Urania temple. The order, popular
with left-wing radicals, had been greatly inspired by Russian philosopher (and suspected
agent) Helena Blavatsky. During this same period the Golden Dawn had its London

headquarters at 62 Oakley Square, just a few hundred yards away from Lenin’s 1911

address, 6 Oakley Square.
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Mrs. A. M. Buckman, Cheltenham

Mrs. Annie Macdonald Buckman, of Rose-
hurst, Cheltenham, who died on October 3rd
last, wile of Mr Edwin Buckman, left gross
estate of the valuoe of £11,660 19s 0d., with
net personalty £11,541 8s. 104, Messrs,
Coutts and Co, are the executors.

Testatrix left £50 and £100 a year to her
hushand, £2,000 to her niece Emily Scanlan,
£1,000 each to James Edward Nicholls and
his son James. £1 600 ta Jameaa Rranar

you may also like reading:

Lenin @ 6 Oakley Square, St Pancras — 1911
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Lenin @ 30 Holford Square, St Pancras/Clerkenwell — 1902
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Lenin @ 16 Percy Street, St Pancras/Clerkenwell — 1905
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May 13, 1908 Lenin letter to the British Museum written from 21 Tavistock Place

lenin-letter-tavistock-place
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LENlN

1870-1924
Founder of the
Uu.s.S.R.

Lived here In
1908

Plaque: Lenin - Tavistock Place
Erection date: 30/11/2012
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21 Tavistock Place, 1901 Census - French Subject

Albin Audibert 21 Tavistock Place 1901
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Oakley Square Map, 1917
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Raymond Audibert-Buckman, Gloucester Journal, 22 November 1930
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TIBBERTON FUNERAL
MRS, ALICE SOLWAY
A : MAGISTRATE &

friends).  Apologies were
liwen, Tom, Jim and Albert
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LOCAL WILLS

BRIMSCOMBE MAN
LEAVES £28,000

Mr. Philip Bridges, of Park House, Brims-
combe, near Stroud, who died on Beptember

same sddress, son, is the execator.
left £1,000 to Sylvia Waring, of

, and all his other property to bis
son Arthur Edmund,
Mrs. A. M. Buckman,

Mrs, Annie Macdonald Buckman, of Rose-
hurst, Cheltenham, who died on October 3rd
last, wife of Mr. Edwin Buckman, left
estate of the value of £11,058 195 9d., with
Det personalty £11541 5s. 104  Messts.
Coutts and Co, are the executors.

Testatrix loft £30 sad £100 & year o ber
hushand, £2,000 to her niece Emily Scanian,
£1,000 each to James Edward Nicholls and
his son James, £1,600 to James Fraser
Nicholls, £300 esch to Barbara Astor,
Florence Audibert, Odette Bost, Raynond
or | Audibert and Guineveve Audibert, and the

Raymond

festator

residue of her property between
Audibert and James Fraser Nicholls,

Formerly of Amberley

sonalty £4,603 7s. 5d. Mr,
Ruegs, Belsize-square, barrister.at-law,
, and Mr, Alfred Vietor Sully, of 44,
Woodlands, Gol Green-road, W
chartored lcm\ll:"‘ul. re the executora.

wephews and

he | Mrs. C. M. G. Medley,

Mes, Constas Georgina Medley, of
2, Queen's-cirous, , who died on

June 25th last, aged 75 years, estate
of the value of £2,06) 6. 9d., with net
sonalty £2.500 13, 7d. Letters of adminis-
tration with will snnexed have been granted

Mrs. Cons rs,

o stroct, Fakenham, Norfolk, mother

i Miss Amy Walker, of Alversioke, Wok-

Mr. C.

Mr. Charles Williams, of Osborne House,
Lansdown road, Cheltenham. late managing
director of the Cavendish House Company,

d, drapers, of the Promeuade, Uhel

& formér member of the Town

uncil, who died on August 19th last, aged
77 _years, le estato of the vaiue of

ft gross
00307 7. 7., with net personalty £63,460

s 11d.

Mr. John Waghorne, of 2. Crescent-place,
Cheltenham, solicitor, and Mr. Charles Par.
goos. of 8. Charlion Park Gate, Charlion

o

Hi
his danghiers Ethel, Domi)
il each to his exgeul
sister Mary Jane; £100 each
Cook and his nieces Winifred
ildred £50 each to

Maisie Jones: £1.000 a yeu
bis furniture and effects to his wife for Nfe.
and during the life of his wife;

per annum cach to his said three daughters:
and on the death of his wife the residue
of his property in trast for his three dangh-

ters.
Mr. A. R. Elliott, Stroud
Mr. Alfred Russell Elliott, of Park Villa,
Bath road. Stroud, who died on Augost 29t
&ros e af E1;
y £606 7. 1d.
Mre Mary Maria King, of 32, Hove Park
Villas, Hove, sister, is the executrix.

PRISONERS ON REMAND

“IRREGULAR
PRACTICE " %

Comment against the peactice of detectives

seeing prisoners on remand was made by Mr.

Mead: the M Court

Magistrate, on Saturday during the hearing of

charge against & man and a woman of being

a0
evidence Mr. Mead E 1t s irregular
. t
3 g

her- | 10 see on
. | ot & i liect of the sonversetion comen

the Court without being substantiated
in any way, and it might have an effect upon.
some triburiala

ive Mr. Moad wald: Don't you | cha
prisouers  on

the detecth
know it s irregular to ses
remand!

detective:
waiting to come into Court, Sir.

Mr. Mead: Thin case ia all o very eontuming
story, and it @& very diffieult to follow theso
ramifications. 4

The prisuners were discharged.

SLIMBRIDGE FUNERAL
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FORD MOTOR COMPANY LIMITED, London & Manchester
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COST OF LIVING

At November 1y the average level of re-
lail prices of the p--afﬁ taken into
account tistics com) the
Ministry of food,  rent,
i uo soposimatots 37 bor

was roximately per cent, above
the level of July, 1814; for Tood Alooe the

'll.' “rl u.‘-ﬂa
pes are slightly higher than

substantially
below the figures for the corresponding date
when the increases over the pre-
Jevel were 67 por cent. for all i
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"
incloding
nd

Included
food aloe.
M.P.’S HUNTING ACCIDENT

While buoting with the Bcestr Hourda
on Saturday, Vixen ogton, M.P.

ingatoke, was thrown from his Borse s
received concussion, 1t was stated Jush

olaary b “Tthe Earl of
Plrtmoain.” ‘T b thiripetwer ' 2
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