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The Editor in Chief has retracted this article [1] be-
cause of significant concerns regarding a number of Fig-
ures presented in this work, which question the integrity
of the data. The authors have contacted the journal to
say they were unable to replicate data presented in Fig-
ure 2A and C. In addition, concerns were raised by
readers regarding:

� Figure 3A and 3B - similarities between bands
within western blot

� Figure 4A- several areas appear to be repeated
throughout the panels. It also appears Figure 4A was
published by unrelated authors in a different article,
which has since been retracted [2]

� Figure 6 - it appears the graphs representing results
from different cell lines are very similar, but with
different labels and quantification.

� Figure 7D - similarities between bands within each
blot. It appears some bands have been repeated.
It also appears a similar Western blot has been
published earlier [3] in a different article by
unrelated authors as Figure 4A.

� Figure 8 C, D, E and F where it appears several areas
of the image are repeated throughout that image.

The authors did not respond to these concerns. They
stated that the results cannot be reproduced.
The corresponding author Yan-Guo Qin stated on be-

half of all co-authors that they agree to this retraction.
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