Chinese (Hong Kong Cantonese)
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The style of speech illustrated is that typical of the educated younger generation in Hong

Kong. The recording is that of a 22-year-old male university student who has lived all his
life in Hong Kong.

Consonants
Bilabial | Labio- | Dental | Alveolar| Post- | Palatal| Velar Labial- | Glottal
dental alveolar Velar
Plosive P ph t th k kb k¥ kwh
Affricate ts tsh
Nasal m n I
Fricative f S h
Approximant j w
Lateral
Approximant 1
p pal ‘father’ t tal ‘dozen’ k  kal ‘to add’
p" phal  ‘tolieprone’ | "  thal  ‘he/she’ kb khad ‘truck’
m mal  ‘mother’ n  phanl  ‘toclimb’ n  phagl  ‘to cook’
f fal ‘flower’ S sal ‘sand’
ts  tsal ‘to hold’
tsh  tshal  ‘fork’
w  wal ‘frog’ j jeul ‘worry’
1 leut ‘angry’
k¥  kval ‘melon’
k¥h k¥ha1  ‘to boast’
h  hal ‘shrimp’

Vowels
Monophthongs
(Dor(2)
1 ir si7l ‘silk’
y ¥ syl ‘book’
e oM se ‘to lend’
e oel hee ‘boot’
a al sal ‘sand’
5 o so1 ‘comb’
u u fu ‘husband’
I 1
¢} o
e '
5 U
Diphthongs
(1yor(2)
al ai sail ‘to waste’
vi ei seil ‘west’
au am sau’l ‘basket’
vu o BU seu’ ‘to receive’
ci ei heil ‘rare’
cuem teud ‘to throw’
oy ey seyl ‘bad’
s T $o11 ‘gill’
ui wi fui ‘ash’
iu i siul ‘to burn’
ou  ou soul ‘beard’
Tones
1 (high, level)
g (mid, level)
- (low-mid, level)
J (low-mid to low, falling)
1 (low-mid to high, rising)
A (low-mid to mid, rising)

hipA
hyt+
hek+
soek
hak4
hok+
fut-

s1k
set
sepl
suk

sil
si4
sid
sid
Si
Sid
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‘to assist’ him1
‘blood’ synl
‘to eat’ senl
‘to whittle’ sceny]
‘guest’ sam’
‘shell’ fon
‘wide’ funn
‘colour’ sl
‘shirt’ sen’l
‘wet’ sem’]
‘uncle’ sunl

‘moderate’
‘sour’
‘sound’
‘hurt’
‘three’
‘square’
‘cheerful’

¢ ]

star
‘to inquire’
‘heart’
‘loose’

N\

O.

®
® e

‘silk’
‘to try’
‘matter’
‘time’
‘history
‘city’

’

s1k1
sit4
stk

‘colour’
‘to reveal’
‘to eat’
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Conventions

(a) Consonants, vowels and diphthongs

Syllable-final plosives [p, t, k] are unreleased, i.e. [p’, t, k']. Syllable-initial [t, t", n] and
final [t, n] are apico-laminal denti-alveolar; syllable-initial [s, ts, ts"] are laminal alveolar;
and syllable-initial [1] is apical denti-alveolar or apical alveolar. [n] rarely occurs in
syllable-initial position; syllable-initial [n] is often deleted. [i, y, €, ce, a, 9, u] occur in
open syllables as well as syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. In open syllables, [i, y, u]
are about cardinal; [e] = [e]; [ce] = [B]; [0] =[0]; and [al = [a]; [i, ¥, u, &, &, 2, a] are
lowered in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. [i, y, €, ce, a, 0, u] are long in open
syllables and short (a third shorter) in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal. [1, e, ®, U]
which occur only in syllables closed by a plosive or nasal are extra-short (two thirds
shorter than [i, y, €, ce, a, o, u] in open syllables). All diphthongs are long; the first
elements in [ai, au, oi, ui, iu, eu] are longer than the second elements; and the first
elements in [ei, eu, ei, ey, ou] are similar to the second elements in length. [au] = [au];
[ai] = [a1]; and [eu] = [eu]. The alternative transcriptions for vowels and diphthongs
given above differ in whether these length distinctions are indicated.

(b) Tones

[, 4, 4, 4, 1, 4] (= high; mid; low-mid; low-mid to low, falling; low-mid to high, rising;
low-mid to mid, rising) are long tones; [1] is relatively shorter. The short or extra-short
variants of [7, 4, 4] occur on syllables closed by a plosive. On a compound-final syllable,
[4, 4] and their variants and [.] are often replaced by [1].

Transcription of recorded passage

jew jet1 tshi4 | pek1 fugl thugd thaid jeend heit toud aud kent pinl kod lekd
ti1 I kPey teid amT am t'ei1 toud jeud ko4 jen hanl k¥od | 1i1 ko jen
tsoekd tsyd kind taid leul | kPeyA teid tseud wad lak | pin1 ko4 ho4 jid tsupt
toud 1i1 ko jen4 tshey. tso4 kind leud le | tseud synd pin1 ko lek7 i lak4
I jy7 sid | pekd funl tseud pokd mend kema tshey | tim4 tsil | kPeyd jytd
tsheyT tekl seil leid | ko4 ko jen tseud jytd heid la1 setd kind leul |l tsey-
heud | pek1 fug1 moud said ful | weil jeut ford heid I ken tsyd | thaid joend
tsPet1 leil said tso1 jetl tsend | ko1 kod jen1 tseud tsik1 hakl tsheyd tsor
kind leut lak+4 Il jy7 sid | pek1 fon weil jewd jud sy1lalll

Orthographic version (non-standard, vernacular)

BH—R - JLAEARSHRE ST - ERREIEREEEATS - B
BEAB AR - [ERIEREES) - BE vy DI E ARV (IR - SUEEE
W o FARE > JLREAEEGTHIR - B - EARRAGER] - HAME ASUERiRE E
4 - |t - JLRATHERT - MERTEGE - B - KRBT —RE - HEE A
ENSAIRRME s - PR - JLEWERS SR -
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I'he style of speech illustrated below is that of an educated speaker of Central Catalan as
‘poken in the area of Barcelona. The speech illustrated in the recording is that of a 26-year-
old male speaker whose speech is representative of that variety.

Consonants
1 Bilabial Labio- Dental | Alveolar Post- Palatal Velar
dental alveolar
| Plosive p b t d k g
|
\1ricat
| Adincate t_[ dz
I Nasal m n
‘ n 1)
Il  d
‘ Iap or Flap )
|
! Iricative f ‘ S Z l I 3
[ Central .
| Approximant J w
[ ateral
| Approximant 1 £

/v/ does not occur in the Central Catalan system, but is present in some dialects (e.g.
Majorcan Catalan, in the Camp de Tarragona).

P piga
b biga

m - mama

I fosc

‘speck’
‘beam’

¢ >

mum

‘dark’

t talla

d dalla

n  mana
r serra

S passar
z  pesar
]

| pala

‘size’
‘scythe’

‘he commands’

‘saw’ (n)
‘to pass’
‘to weigh’
‘grandma’
‘shovel’

k  casa

g gasa
tf  metxa
dz  metge
N manya
N sang
r cera

I eixut
3 ajut
W veuen
K palla

‘house’
‘lint’
‘fuse’ (n)
‘doctor’
‘skill’
‘blood’
‘wax’
“dry’
‘help’
‘they see’
‘straw’



