
DOCUMENT INFORMATION

FILE NAME : Ch_IV.6

VOLUME : VOL-1

CHAPTER : Chapter IV. HUMAN RIGHTS  

 

 

 

TITLE : 6. Convention on the non-applicability of statutory 

limitations to war crimes and crimes against humanity.

New York, 26 November 1968







 



 











 









CONVENTION ON THE NON-APPLICABILITY OF 
STATUTORY LIMITATIONS TO WAR CRIMES 

AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 

CONVENTION SUR L'IMPRESCRIPTIBILITE DES CRIMES DE 
GUERRE ET DES CRIMES CONTRE L'HUMANITE 

KOHBEHIl,IUI 0 HEIIPHMEHHMOCTH CPOKA ,lJ;ABHOCTH K 
BOEHHblM ITPECTYITJIEHHlIM H IIPECTYIIJIEHHlIM 

IIPOTHB ~EJIOBE~ECTBA 

CONVENCION SOBRE LA IMPRESCRIPTIBILIDAD DE LOS 
CRIMENES DE GUERRA Y DE LOS CRIMENES 

DE LESA HUMANIDAD 

L_ -----------





CONVENTION 
ON THE NON.APPLICABILITY 
OF STATUTORY LIMITATIONS 

TO WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY 

UNITED NA.TIONS 

1969 





OOJf\IBRfION ON THE lfON-Al?FLICABILIft OF fJl'A1Ul'OJ!'i LIMITNl'IONS 
TO WAR CRDa:S AND CRIMES AGAINSl' HUMANITY 

Pre8lllble 

The states Parties to the present Convention, 

Recalling resolutions ot the General Assemblf of the United Nations 3 (I) ot 

13 Februar,y 1946 and 110 (II) ot 31 October 1941 on the extradition and punishment of 

war criminals. resolution 95 (I) ot 11 December 1946 affirming the principles of international 

lint recognized by the Charter of the International Military Tribunal, NUrnberg. snd the 

Judgement of the Tribunal, and resolutions 2184 (XXI) of 12 December 1966 and 2202 (XXI) 

of 16 December 1966 which expressly condemned as crimes against humanity the violation of 

the economic and political rights of the indigenous population on the one hand and the 

policies of apartheid on the other, 

Recslling resolutions of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 

1014 D (XXXIX) of 28 JUlf 1965 and 1158 (XLI) of 5 August 1966 on the punishment of war 

criminals and of persons who have cODlllitted crimes against humanity, 

Roting that none of the solemn declarations, instruments or conventions relating to 

the prosecution and punishment of war crimes and crimes against humanity made provision 

for a period of limitation, 

Considering that war crimes and crimes against humanity are among the gravest crimes 

in international law, 

Convinced that the effective punisbment of war crimes and crimes against humanity is 

an important element in the prevention of such crimes, the protection of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, the encouragement of cOnfidence, the furtherance of ~o-operation Dmong 

peoples and the promotion of international peace and security, 

Hoting that the application to war crimes and crimes against humanity of the rules of 

municipal law relating to the period of limitation for ordinary crimes is a matter of 

serious concern to world public opinion, since it prevents the prosecution and punishment 

ot persone responsible tor those crimes, 

ReCognizing that it is necessary snd timely to affirm in international law, through 

this Convention, the principle that there is no period of limitation for war crimes and 

crimes against humanity, and to secure its universal application, 

Have agreed as tollowe: 

No statutory limitation shall apply to the following crimes, irrespective of the date 

ot their commission: 

(.!) War crimes as they are defined in the Charter ot the International M:Ll1tary 

Tribunal, NUmbers, of 8 August 1945 and confirmed by resolutions 3 (1) ot l3 February 1946 

and 95 (I) of 11 December 1946 of the General ABsembly of the United Nations, particularly 
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the -grave breaches" enumerated in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 tor the 

protection ot war vlct1m6; 

(b) Crimes against humanity whether committed in time of var or in time of peace 

as they are defined in the Charter of the International Militar,y Tribunal, Wdrnberg, of 

8 August 1945 and confirmed by resolutions , (1) of 13 February 1946 and 95 (I) of 

11 December 1946 of the General Assembly ot the United Nations, eviction by armed attack 

or occupation and inhuman aets resulting trom the policy of apartheid, and the crime of 

genocide as defined in the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and PUnishment of the Crlm~ 

of Genocide, even if such acts do not constitute a violation of the doml"stic law of the 

country 1n vhich they vere cOllllll1tted. 

Article II 

It aQY ot the crimes mentioned in article I 1s committed. the provisions of this· 

Convention shall app~ to representatives of tbe State authority and private individuals 

who, as principals or accomplices, participate in or who directly incite others to the 

commission of aqy of those crimes, or who conspire to commit them, irrespective of the 

degree of completion, and to representatives at the State authority who tolerate their 

com:nd.ssion. 

Article UI 

'!'be States Parties to the preaent Convention undertake to adopt. all necessary domestic 

meaeures, legisl.atlve or otherwise, wlth a view to ma1d.ng possible the .extradition in 

accordanee with international law, of the persODS referred to in article II of this 

Convention. 

Article IV 

The States Parties to the preeeat Conventlon undertake to adopt, in accordance with 

their respective constitutional procssses, any legislative or other measures necessary to 

ensure tbat statutolY or other lbt.ttations Shall not apply to the prosecution and 

punishment of the crimes referred to 1n articles I and II of this Convention and that, 

where they exist, such l~tations shall be abolished. 

Article V 

This Convention shaU, until '1 December 1969, be open for signature by any State 

Member ot the United Bations or member of any of its specialized agencies or of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency, b.1 any State Party to the Statute of the 

International Court of Justice, and by 8lW other State whicb has been invited by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to this Convention. 
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Article VI 

This Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be 

deposited with the Secretary·General of the United Nations. 

Article VII 

This Convention shall be open to aceession by any State referred to in article V. 

Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretar,y-General of the United Nations. 

Article VIII 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on tbe ninetieth day after the date of the 

deposit with the Secretary-General of tbe United Nations of the tenth instrument of 

ratification or accession. 
2. For each State ratltyins tbis Convention or acceding to it atter the deposit of 

the tenth tnstruaent of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force 

on the ninetieth day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification 

or accession. 

Article IX 

1. Atter the expiry of a period of ten years from the date on Which this Convention 

enters into foree, a request tor the reviaion ot the Convention ~ be made at aqy time 

by 8llY Contraetins Party by means of a notitieation in writing addressed to the Secretary­

General of the United Rations. 

2. The General Assemb~ ot the United Bations shall deeide upon the steps, if aqy, 

to be taken in respect ot such a request. 

Article X 

1. This Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

2. The secretary-General at the United Nations shall tranmit certified c':lpies of this 

Convention to all states reterred to in article V" 

3. The Secretary-General of tbe United Rations shall 1nf'orm aU states referred to in 

article V of tbe following particulars: 

<!) Signatures of this Convention, and instr~nts of ratification and accession 

deposited under articles V, VI and VII; 

(~ The date ot entry into force of tbis COnvention in accordanee vtth article VIII; 

(c) Communications received under article IX. 

Article XI 

This Convention, of vhicb the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts 

are equally authentic, shall bear, the date of 26 November 1968. 
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IIf WITRESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized for that purpose, have 

signed this Convention. 
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Article pftlll1er 

~. crt.es 8uivanta sant t.preacripttblea, quelle que eDit 1& date a laquel1~ 
11.8 ont 6" C0llll18 : 

.!) ~. crlmes de guerre, telA quills sont 4411018 dans le Statut du 'lrlbunal 

111l1talre Internatloraal 4~ lfu.l'eIIberg du 8 acGt 194, et conf'lrlll§. par leoa 

"solutions 3 (x) et ~ (x) de l'As&emU'. pmlirale de l'Organ18atlon dee Rations 

Unles, en date dee 13 tevrter 194-6 et II dOcembre 1946, not&alDent lea "tDf'raetlona 

pav •• " 6I1WMri •• dana lea Convention. ae OeMYe du J.2 aaGt 1949 pour 1& protection 

dee ylc:tlee de 1& &Ilerre; 

E.) tea crimea contre I'humanlY, quills soient cOIIDI.ie en t"'-ps de guerre ou 

en tempe de paix, telJl qu't18 soot deNnis dana Ie Statut du Trlbunal Dl,1l1t&lre 

Interaational de NUremberg du 8 aoGt 194' et confl~. par lea ".olutions 3 (I) et 

~ (X) de l'AlaemJ.'e pDlfrale de l'Orp.nteatlon dea NattolUl Uniea, en date des 

13 Uvrier 1946 et 11 cWcea!.bre 1911-6, l'eviction par une attaque &naeie ou l'oc:cupatlon 

et lea &Cwe IDhWA&iD8 Mcoul&nt de 1& pol.lt1que d 'ap&rt!1dd, alui que Ie crime de 

pnoclde, tel qu'll est dof1nl dans 1& Convention de 19l18 pour 1& priventlon et 1& 

r4ipfta.lon du. crl .. de pnoclde" milll4! al cea act •• ne constituent pas une violation 

du droit interne du paf8 ~ ile ont ete commie. 

Artlc~ II 

8i l'un quelconque des crimes mentlo~s a l'article premier eat commia, lee 

dispositions de 1& p~sente Convention s'app1iqueront aux rep~.entants de l'autorite 

de l'Btat et aux particuliers qui y participeraient en tant qu'auteura ou en tant que 

cOlllplice8, ou qui ee ftndraient coupables d'incitatlon directe a 1& perp4!itl'ation de 

l'un que1conque de ce. criHa, ou qui partlclpera.ient a une entente en we de 1e 

commettre, quel que eolt 80n degr4 d'executlon, ainei qu'.ux ftpre.entanta de 

l'autorlte de l'Etat qui toJ.ereralut sa perpetration. 

Article III 

Lee !tats Parties a 1& presente Convention .'engagent A adopter toutes 1e. ...... 
.. met 

... l' 

E'MS, d 'ordre lASi.laUt ou autre, qui eeraient nece .. dree en Vue de 

ertraditlon, confom6ment au droit int.erPationa1, de. pe:nonnea visees 

e II de la preeente Convention • 

~. Etats Partie. A 1& presente COnventIon a 'ensasent a preDd~, con1'C)l"IUiment A 

leurs proe6dures conatitutlonnellee, tout.ea meaure. 16glalatlves ou autre. qui 
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8~ralent n~ee8.alre8 pour assurer 1·lmpre.Cr1ptlbl11~ deB crimes vi8~a aux articles 

prNier et II de la presenteo Convention, tant en ce qui concerM ]"!II pou1'8u1tes 

qu'en ce qui conCerne 1& peine. lA ~ une prescription exlaterait en 1& matl~re, en 

vertu de la 101 ou autrement. elle sera abolie. 

Article V 

La presente Convention sera. juaqu I au 31 decembre 1969 ouverte A 1a. signature d@ 

tout Etat Membre de l'Organlsation des Nations Unlea ou membre de I'une quelconque de 

sea institutions ap6cialla'ea ou membre de l'Agence .1ntetnatlonale de l'6nersle 
atomique, de teut Etat partie au Statut de 1& Cour internationale de JUstice, aina! 

que de tout autre Etat invite par l'Aeaemblee sen6rale de l'Organisatlon des Nations 

Unlea 1 devenir partie A 1& presente Convention. 

Article VI 

La presente Convention eat suJette l ratification et lea instruments de ratifi­

cation seront deposes aup~s du Secritalr@ general d@ l'Org&nlaatlon des Nations Unles. 

Article vn 

La prdsente Convention 8@ra ouverte a I'adhesion de tout Etat vise a l'ar~icL@ v. 
Lea instruments d'adbesion aeront deposes aupres du Secr4taire general de l'~i.atlon 

des Nations Vnies. 

Article VIII 

1. La. pnsente Convention en~rera en vigueur Ie quatre~vlngt.dixleme jour qui 

suhra la date du depOt aup:rea du Secretaire pin4ral de 1 'Oqanlaation des Nations 

Unies du dlxleme instrument de ratifIcation ou d'adbealon. 

2. Pour chaeun des Etata quI ratlfleront la presente Convention au y adblSrel'Ont 

Aprea Ie dep8t au d1xleme instrument de ratification au d'adhesion, ladite-Convention 

entrera en vtgueur le quatre-vlna;t-"d1xieme jour apres la date au depSt par cet It&t de 

son instrument de ratification ou d'adh6sion. 

Article IX 

1. Apres l'explratlon d'uoe periode de dix 8J1$ a part1r de la date a laquelle 

1& pHsente Convention entrera en vlgueur, une demaode de :revi&1on de la Convention 

peut itre torrauJ.8e, en tout temps". par tou~ Partie contractante". par voie de not1f,l­

cation ecrite adressee au ~r6taire general de I'Organisation des Nations Uniea, 
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2. L'Aasemb16e sen4rale de l'Organieation dea Natloo£ Dnles etatuera sur lea 

mesurea l prendre, Ie cas echO.at, au suJet de cette demande. 

1. La preseate Convention sera depoaee .Up~8 du Seer4talre g6~ra1 de 

l'Organlsatlon des Nations Dnles. 

2. Ie Secretalre ,general de l'QrganlsatloD des Nations Uoles fera tenlr une 

cople certlf16e eonforme l 1& presente Convention a tous les £tats v18eB 8 I'article V. 

3. Ie Secretalre g6neral de l'Organlsatlon des Nations Doles informer. tous 

lee !tats vises 8 l'artlcle V : 

~J Des signatures apposees a la presente Convention et des instruments de 

ratification et d'adhesion deposes conformement aux articles V, VI et VII; 

£1 De la date a laquelle 14 presente Convention entrera en vlgueur conformement 

l l'article VIII; 
£} Des communications reQues conforaement a l'article IX. 

Article XI 

La presente Convention, dent lea textea aoglaia, cbinoia, eapagnol, franQals et 

russe font egalement foi, portera La date du 26 novembre 1968. 

EN FOI DE QUOI, les sOuasignes, dGment autorls6a A eet ettet, ont aigne la 

preaente Convention. 
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KOHBEH~IUI 

o HEIIPlfMEHlfMOCTIf CPOKA ,D;ABHOCTIf 
K BOEHHbIM IIPECTYIIJIEHlfHM 

If IIPECTYIIJIEHlfHM 
IIPOTlfB lJEJIOBElJECTBA . 

opr AHH3AIJ,HH 

OS'bEJ{HHEHHblX HAllH8 

1969 





KOHB_ 0 I!EIlPllllEl!l!OCTII CPO!(A ~OCTH K BOEHllllll 
IlPECT7II.IEIII!JIJl II IlPEC'l'JILIEIII!JIJl IlPOTHB 'lEAOBE'lECTBA 

rOOl~poTB&-zqaOTRHKH BaoTo~eA ROBBeH~H, 

O~aRC~ Ra peao~ r8Repa%LROa Aocaw6AeK OpraRH8a~H 06~eAHBeBHHX 
BaIJ;MA 3 (1) O'l' 1341eBpa.111 1946 rOAA H 170 (n) 0'1' 31 OK'l'H6pg 1947 rCA&- 0 

mr,.-aqe II B&J(8.aaalOt BOeRHYX npeO'l'YlIHMROB, Ha pe30..l~ 95 (I) 0'1' 11 Aexa6pa 

1946 ro,il&, nOA'l'Bepa,!tarm;yJO npKHIJ)l111I Ke.,1tYRapo,llHorO np8.aa, DpHaHaaHKa :VOR" 

BOW Me.~pOAHoro Hmpa6eprORoro eOBHBoro ~H6yBaAa H DpMrOSOPOK 3'1'01'0 

'l'pK6yS8.,I8., If aa p83o.D:UMH 2184 (nI) 0'1' 12 p;eKa6pg 1966 1'0,,& H 2202 (xxI) 

0'1' 16 p;eKac5ps: 1966 rOAa, B KO'l'O]':&X $lOBO OOySAU1l'OR !taR npeCTyILIeRMli IJpO'l'HB 

•• ..Io&eqGC'l'Ba Ha~eHHe 8ROHQYHqeORHX H no~eoKHX np&B xope8Boro RaOeMe­

BJUl, 0 CARoA: O'l'OPOBH, H lIo.tH'l'HK& anaP'l'eHJl&, 0 JtPYToA. 

OCIUaROI. aa pe80J1DlJ01 10'14 .D (XXXIX) 0'1" 28 JO'lJJH 1965 ro,u;a H 1158 (XLI) 

0'1' 5 asryOTa 1966 ro,.a 3KoR()IO[qeOROrO H Con;xa.Jlbaoro COBe'1'a OprasHSa1J;JlH 

06'Le..,.esRKX HaJJ;JJA 0 BaJtaaaBJOI BoeHHIIX DpeC'l'yrulHKoB H .lllIh oosepmxllllDlX 

npecTYDAeBKR npo'l'HB qe..loBe~eo'1'saJ 

O'l'WeqaR, '1'1'0 8M B o,lUloA 'l'opaec'l'aeBBOA AeK.ta}:IQ~. aR'l'e )[JJH ROBaeBItKJI, 

k&C~OR OYAe6Boro npeo~eAOBaBKR H~ HaRaS&HHR sa aoeHUHe npeo~eHHR K 

npeO?rnAeHHR npo'l'KB qeAOBeqeOTBa. He OOAe~X'1'OR OOAO&eBHH 0 opORe AaBBOO'l'H, 

OqKYaR. q~O a OOO~Be'l'O'l'BHH 0 Ke&~HapoARHU npaBOK aoeRHHe npeo~eBHA 

H npeO'l'YRAeBKR UPO'l'H8 qeRoseqeO'l'Ba OTBOOR'l'OR K OawHW 'l'aaRHM npeOTYPAeBHRM. 

HOXO,AR He y6ea.a;eHHR, qTO ~K'l'HaHOe B&K&saHHe sa a08BKHe npeo~eBHR 

K npeo~eHHR npo'l'HB qeAOBeqeOTBa RBARe'l'Oa BaZHHY ~'l'OpOM a A~e npe~­

npea.a;eRHR 'l'BlOlX npec'l'YoJleBIdi. aallgt'l'H IIp&!I qeJloBeRB H OCBOBHHJ[ OB060A, Yltpen­

AeBHR .a;OBepHR. nOO~BHR OOTp,yABHqeC'l'Ba Mez~ B&poABMH H 06eOneqeHHR wea~­

S&pOAHOro wwpa x 6eaonaOBOO'l'H, 

O'l'Meqag, q'l'O DpHUeBeHHe R BoeBHHM npecTYDAeHKRM H npec~eBHRW npO'l'HB 

qeJlOBeqeOTBa BRYTpeBBHX npaBOBYX ROpu. KaO&~XOR opORa AaBaOCTH S O'l'HOme­

HXB 06HqRHX npeOTYnAeaKA, RBJlReTOR BonpOO~, BH~ oephe3~ OSa60QeH­

BOOTh KHposoro 06~cTBeBRoro WBeaHR, TaR BaR OHO npenR'l'C'l'BYe'l' QYAe6B~ 

npeOJleAoBBBxm H B&RaSaRHm ~Hn, O'l'S8'l'O'l'BeSBYX 3a 'l'aKHe npeOTYDAeHHR, 
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npH3B&BaR Beo6xo~HMOOTb H CBOespeMeBROO'l'b YTBepa~eHHR B Me.~HapoAROU 

IIp8.Be, nOCp&ACTBOM HaOTo_eA KOHBelllDllH, npJlBJDI[Ia 0 '1'0)'(, lITO Be oy1QeC'l'BYe'l' 

opoxa ASSROO'!'" B O'l'someHHH BOgHHSX npeoTYnAeHHA K npeOTYDAeaKA npo'l'MB qeAO­
seqec'l'sa, a 'rape orSeoneqeRHR nOBCelfeO'l'HOrO IIpJDIeHeRJIR 3'l'OrO nplfltmma., 

cor~OHAMOb 0 RH.ec~e~~eM: 

lbntaJote cpo!!:. AaBBOO'l'H Be DpJIWeJlJl1O'1'OR K OJle.lO'DI;IOl npeo'!'YlLlellJUDl, H98&­

BHORWO 0"1' speweHB xx oOBepmeBHR: 

a) BoeHRKe opeo~e8KR, K&k ORB onpeAe~OR B 7c~ Hmpa6eprOKoro 
lIea,lO"aapoARoro Boeooro 'fP116yB&.l& 0'1' 8 asryo'l'a 1945 ro .. J( no,.'1'Bepa,ltBlOToR: 

p8ao.mlDuDIH 3 (I) 0'1' 13 4leapa,u: 1946 ro,lt& H 95 (I) 0'1' 11 Ae.K8.6pg 1946 rop 

reR~bHoA Aoo8M6~eR OpraBHaa~ 06$6~eRRHX Ha~., a TaKae. B ~~OOTM. 
'oepb9SRH9 aapymeBHR1 , nepeQHOAeBRHe B IeaeBcKHX KORBeH~ 0 8~'l'e .e~B 

BOImr 0'1' Ie ul"yC'l'& 1949 ro.Jl&; 

b) npeo~eBHR npo'1'KB ~e~OBeqeC'l'B&, Re3aBKOHWO 0'1' Toro, 6HAH JIB ORR 

OOBepueHH BO apelUl BabY UH B MKpRoe BpeIUI, RaJ( oaB onpe.leJU[J)'l'(UI B ;VC'raBe 

HmpB6eprOKoro Mea~BapoARoro DoeSBoro ~PK6,yB&Aa OT ·8 asryo7a 1945 ro~a x 
IIoll'l'Bepa.-alO'1'oR B pe30J!IIJJlJ't.RX 3 (X) o'!' 13 4lespB.lR 1946 ro,tta H 95 (X) O'l' 

11 .a;eK&6ps1 1946 rOA& I'eRepa.!!.HoA Aooau:6JleH OpraaH3at:Q(H 06'!>8.1U01eHRUX ~A, 

HarRaHKe B pe3TJ!LTa'fe BooP,YaeHHoro aana.a;eBHR HJ!H o~ H 6eCqeJ!oBe~e 

.a;ettoTlUur, RBJIll'DI;JIeO$l OJl8AO'PBJIeM IIOJIH'!'IlRH aIIap'l'eH,lt&, & ,!,ape npec'l'yIlJIeHHe 

reBoax.a;a, ODp8"eJ!R8Woe • KOB8e~ 1948 rOlla 0 npe~e.lleHHH npecTYDAeHHR 

reaODH.tl& H BaKaaaRHK 3& Bero, .tl8Se eOJlH 3'1'. AeAo'l'BHR He DP9Ao'l'aBJIRm'l' 0060A 

H&pyme1lHR BlIl"'J'P9HRerO a&lCOROA&'1'e.n.o'l'BlL '1'0. 0'!'plUlH, B lCO'l'OPO. oBK 6JuH 
OOBepmeRH. 

B o..lJYq&.e cOB8p11eRHR aaKoro-.Df60 H3 npeCTYIUeBJdl, YDOMRBY'l'HX B 

O'1'&'Hoe X, IIOJ!oaeBHII Bao'l'ORIII;et KOKBeBQIIR IIplDlelUllO'l'OR K t::IpeA0'l'&BHTUIDl roo;v­

A&J,IO'l'BeBBJa 8.l8.c'Pe •• 1I&O'l'BIDI .1D!lllUI, KO'POJH8 BKo'l'fIl&JJ'!' B JCalleO'l'B8 .ono.as. ... 

'l'8J!e. 3'1'Ja npeC'l'YIIJl8Bd JUH OOJ'1l&O'l'BJlKOB 'I'&JU[X upeO'1')'JlJ[eBK., JUH BeJIOOp8A­

O'PBeBBO 1l0,llO'l'peK&Dl' ~rHX .IHD K OOB8pll8HHI'J !'&KJV[ npec'l'fI'LleBJlA, UK Y1i&O'1'­

BYD1' B aarOBope ,ItJUI HX OOBepaeBHR, Bea&BJIOJDIO 0'1' o'PeneBJI JOt aaaepileBRoO'PH, 

paBBO aaK • It IIpeoZlO'!'&BK'1'e .. " rooy.-apo'I'BeHBIIX sao'!'e., AOIJl"0aa .... JtX 

o0B8]:llleRJre. 
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rooy .. pcTBa-yq&OTRHKH BaOTO~e. KOBBeBUMK 06R3YmTOR DpKHRT& BOe aeo6xo­

~e sHY'l'p8RBJle Ifep!l a&l(OHO,ll&'l'eJl:DROrO ILIK Doro xapalt'l'ep8, aanpaBJIeRBHe aa 

'1'0, lI'l'Oi5H B OOOTBe'l'OrBKH 0 .. e.~BapOABHM np&SOIf 008AaTL YOJlOBMS ~Jlg ~~ 

.liMa, YK&S&REHX 8 CTa'!'&e IT BaO'l'~e. KOBBeRUKM. 

CT.Tld! IV 

rooy~pO'l'Ba~aO'l'BMKH BaO'l'ogmeA KeRBeBUKK o6g~cg DpHHR'l'o B COOTBe'l'-

91'SIOJ 0 HX KOBC'l'H'l'YQJtOHHOA IIPOue,ttypOA .DJ6ue aaKOHO,1l&'l'enHHe JI.IX lIBHe Alepu, 

Reo6xo~lOIHe ,ttJIR o6ecnelleHHR 'roro, ll'l'oi5H opox ,ll&BHOO'l'H, YO'l'aaoBJIeaJDdl: 8UOBOY 

HJIH KJD,D,( ny'l'elf, Be upJOleHRJlOR IC cy ... 6Rou;y' npeO.le,!lOB&llHIO H Ba.KaaaJlJP'J sa npe­
c~eHHR, yxaaaaHBe B O'l'a'l'bAX I H IT RaO'l'~ •• KOBBeHnHH, H Q'l'o6u TaM, r,!le 

'l'&ltoA cpox IIpJOleBJle"OR It 3'l'JQ( npeC'fYIIJI8HJUDI, OR 6u O'l'WeBeB. 

RacTOR.as KOHseaUHR OTKpYT8 no 31 neK86pR I969 r. AnR nonnHC8HHR n»-
6WM roeyn8pcTBOM-QneHOU OpraHR3aUHH 06~e4HHeHHwx HaUHh Rna qneaou n»6oro 
Jl3 ee cneUHsnH3HpOBaHHYX ~e.neHHR KnK qneHOM MezuyHSpOnHOro sreKTCTBS 
no 8TOMKOR 3HeprHH, nm6wM rocynapCTBoM-YQ8CTHHKOM CT8TYT8 MeXAYHsponHoro 
CYAa, a T8Kze nm6wM ~rHM rooyA8poTBOM, npurnameHHuM reHep8n~HO~ ACC8M6-
nee" Opr8HH3a~HH 06~eAHHeHHYX Ha~R CT8T. YQaCTHKKOY HBcToR.eM KOHBeHUHu. 

C1'a!l'L$I VI 

Hao'l'olllQaJl KORBeBIlIUl no,ttJlellKT paTJ@mc.~. PaTJtiI!HIc&lJ;HOJIBHe rpauOTH 
Aeno~OR Y reHepa~Horo oexpeT8p« OpraaH8a~ 06~AHHeHHSX HaUKA. 

C'l'aT:&R VII 

HaO'l'O~R ROHseH~ OTKpHT8 ,!tJlR npMooe~eHHR JI~oro rooYAapo'l'Ba, YK&­
aaRRoro S CTa'l':&e V. .n:OKYJrleHTH 0 IIpKcOe,lHHeHHM AenoHHpymcSl y reHepa..n.Boro 
CexpeT8p« OpraBHaaUKH O~eAKBeHHHX H~ •• 

CT8.'l':&R VIII 

1. Hac'1'O~R RoaBeBUMR BO?,Ynae'l' S oHJIY Ha AeBaHOC~ AeH);' nocJle AenoHHpO­
BaRMH y reRe~Roro oeKpeTap« OpraHH3auKK 06~eAHReBHHX HaUKA AeoR7oA pa'l'H­
«-KalJ;HOBROA rpauOTB HAM AORYUeHTB 0 npKOoe~eRRH. 
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e. MR Ka_aOrO rocy Aapo'l'Ba, J(o'l'opoe pa'!'McflMmrpyeT aaOTORmY'1O KOHB.H~)) Uk 

up"COeAMRNTO$! K HeA nOOA. AenOHHpOB&HHR AeORTe. paTM~OHHO. rpaMOTH 

BAX AORYVeBTa 0 npMcoeAHReRKM, aaoTOgmaR K08BeHUMR BC~aeT B OKAY H& Ae8R­

aoeTYI neHL nOCA. AenoHHpOBaHKR HM era paTH¢HKauaoHHoH rpaMOTU H~ AORYVeR~ 

o npHooeAHHeHHH. 

1. nOOAe MO'l'eqeRHR AeOSl'l'HJleTHero nepHo,ll& 00 ,IlHR BO'J'YUJIemut B Oll.ty BOTOR­

meA RORBeBUHH npooL6a 0 nepeouoTpe Rao'l'o~eA KORBeHUHM .. oseT 6~ B9ABKBY~ 
S Jlmoe :epewa JIJ:I6w rooYAapo'l'Bow-yqaO'l'IlHKOU IIYTGM IDtO:&MeBHOrO YBeAOIU'eJDUl, 

Ranpa~eHHoro aa HMR reaepaJiLROrO oeKpG'l'apg OpraaRaauMH 06$84MSeBBHX ~ •• 

2. reaepaAhHag Accaw6J1eR OpraHHsaUKM 06~~eHRHX ~A npk8HMae'l' pemeHMa 

o TOW, KaRMe MepY, eCJIR 'l'aKOBHe aeo6xo4MMH, oJle~e'l' npoBeC'l'H B CBRaM 0 

TaxoA rrpoch6oft. 

1. HaCTORmaR KOBBeH~ xpaHH'l'OR y reaep&JlLaoro oexpe'l'apa OpraHH3auHH 

06$eAHHeaHHX Raux •• 

B. reaepaJll>HY1i. oeKpe'l'apl> OpraHHaalJ;MJl: 06'M,ltHRe8HHX HatlMA: npenpososAlle'l' sase-

pe8HHe KOIIHH HQc'l'oRJll;eA KOBBeHtnm BOeM rooy~apo'l':aa&I, YJC8.38JlBIBI B 0'1'8'1'1>6 V. 

3. reHepaJll:.HHft ceKpeTQpb OpraHKaawns: 06'J,.~MBeHHHX RatniA yBe~OWUI.'I' Boe 

rooy~apOTBa, YX8aaHHHe B OTaTl:.e V, 0 H .. eOJl.~MMew: 

a} 0 no~oaHHH B&O'l'ORJll;et KOBBeHUKK K 0 Oaaq. Ra xp8HeBHe B OOOTBeTO'l'­

:amt 00 C'l'&'!'b.lDlM V, VI H VII p8.'1'$Hau;HoBHHX rpa1l0'1' IIJDIl aOlCYlleRToB 0 npJIooe ... 

b} 0 ~aoJ'e BC'l'Y1UeHU B 0K.JY H8.o'l'oJlll(eA KOHBeBD;HX B OOO'rBe'l'O'1'8HX 00 

0'1'8'1':&8. VIII; 

C'l'a'l'bR XI 

Rao'1'ORmllR KORBeHD;MR, aarJlJdtoKHA, HonaKOR •• , JUI'!'aJtoJUlA, pyOOICH •• 4JpaH'" 

DY801Udt 'l'eRO'l'li KOTOpoA RBJI$O)'l'OR paBlIo &y''1'ea'l'.1IJIIDDJ:, A8'l'HpOaaRa es HOHtlpg 

1968 ro,.a. 

a Y.llOCTOBt:PEHHE tIEro HOeJIO,lgDiO&lllllH80II, Ha .... e~ 06pa80U AJlII 8'1'OrO 

ynoJnlOu~eRRHe, no~oaJlK HaO'1'O$IIQ"IO KOOeRD;JP). 
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CClfYENClOO SOBRE LA IMPRESCRIPTIBItlDAD DE LOS CRIMmm 
DE GUERRA Y DE tOO CRIMmES DE LESA HlJolANID\D 

Pre4m.byl.o 

Los Estados Partes en la presente Convenc16n. 

flecordando las re801uclones de 1& A8ublea General. de las "aclones Unldas 3 (I) de 13 de 

:tebrero de 1946 y 110 (II) de 31 de octubre de 1947, sobre 1& extradlci6n '7 el cast1go de loa 

criminales de guerra, Ie. resoluciOn 95 (I) de 11 de diciembre de 1946, que contl~ 108 prlnci­

pl08 de derecho internaclonal reconoe1dos por el £Statuto del TrIbunal MUttar Internaclonal de 

Nuremberg Y por el ~al1O de este TrIbunal., y las resoluciones 2184 (XXI) de 12 de dlclembre 

de 1966 Y 2202 (XXI) de 16 de dle1embre de 1956. que han condenado expresamente como crimenes 

contra la humanidad la vlo1ac16n de los derechos econ6mlcos y politIcos de La poblacI6n aut6c­

tona. por una parte. y la poUtica de apartheid, por otra. 

Recordando las resoluclones del Consejo Econ6mleo y Social de las N&elones Unidas 

1014 D (XXXIX) de 28 de julio de 1965 y 1158 (XLI) de 5 de egosto de 1966. relativaa a1 cutigo 

de los er1minales de guerra y de las personas que ha;yan CClDetldO crimenes de lese. humanldad. 

Observando que en ningun& de las deelaraciones solemnes. InstnJll!entos 0 convenciones para 

e1 enjuictamiento y eastigo de lOB crimenes de £'leITa y de los cr1menes de leu hwne.nIdad se he. 

previsto l1mltac16n en e1 tlempo. 

Cqnslderando que los crimenes de guerra y los crimenes de 1esa hurnanidad tiguran entre los 

delltos de deredho Internacional mAs graves. 

Convencidos de que Ia repres16n efective. de los cr1menes de guerra y de los cr1menes de 

lesa h\ll'lanidad es un elemento importante para prevenir esos crimenes y proteger los dereehos 

hUlllanos y libertades fundementales. y puede tOl'llentar Ie. cont'ianze. estilllular 1& coopere.ci6n 

entre los pueblos y contrlbuir a Ie. paz y la seguridad internaciona1es, 

Advlrtiendo que la e.pl1eaci6n e. los cr1menes de guerra y e. los crimenes de lese. humanided 

de las normas de dereeho Interno re1ativas a 1a preacrIpc16n de 108 delltoa ordinaries suseita 

grave preocupaci6n en Ie. opIni6n publica Dlundial. pues iJr,pIde e1 enjulci8DIiento y castigo de las 

personas responsab1es de escs crhnenes. 

Reconociendo que es necesario y oportlUlo atimar en derecli.o intenoacional, por medio de la 

presente Convenci6n. e1 principio de la imprescrlptib1l1dad de los crtmenes de guerra y d~ los 

er!menes de lesa humanldad y asegurar au aplieaci6n universal, 

Convienen en 10 sigulen~e: 

Artlculo 1 

Los crimenes siguientes son imprescrlptib1es, cualquiera que sea 18 fecha en que se hayan 

cOlfletido: 

!!.) Los cr1menes de guerra seg<m la definicl6n dada en el Eate.tuto del Tribunal Militar 

Internacional de NureJr,berg, de 8 de egosto de 1945, y confinnade. por las reso1uciones de Is 

Asamblea Gel1eral de las Naciones Unidas 3 (I) de 13 de tebrero de 1911-6 y 95 (1) de 11 de 

diciernbre de 1946. sabre todo las "Infracclones graves" enumeradas en los Convenios de Glnebra 

de 12 de agosto de 1949 para la protecc16n de las victimss de la guerra; 
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~) Los crfaenes de 1eaa htallanidad cometldoa tanto en :t,1em.po de guerra como en tlempo de 

paz, segGn 1.6 definiei6n dada en el Eat&tut.o del Tribunal M1l1t.ar Int.ernacional de Nuremberg, 

de 8 de egoato de 1945 ., con:tln1&4a par lu resolw:ionea de l.a Asamblea General de las Nae10nes 

Unidas 3 (I) de l' de febrero de 1946 y 95 (I) de 11 de diclembre de l~t esl como 1& expula16n 

par ataque armado \l ocupae16n y 108 acto. inhunanos debldos a la pol!tlca de apartheid y el 

dellto de genoeldto definido en 18 Convenel6n de 1948 pare. 1a prevencl6n y le. aanc!.6n del del1to 

de genoc14io aun s1 e808 acto. no conatituyen una. vlo1aci6n del dereeho int.erno del pais donde 

fUeron eometldos. 

ArtlC1ll.o II 

S1 8e eaaetlere alguno de 108 crimenes lIenc:1one.doa en el articulo I, las 418posiclones de 

la presente Convenci6n se apl1eari.n a. los representantelS de 1& autortdad del Estado y a los 

partteularea que partlelpen como autores 0 eaopliees 0 que tndten d~ctemente a Ie. perpetre.­

elm de alguno de eaos ertmenes. 0 que eonapiren para eometer.lOs, cua.lqutera que sea au grado 

de desarrollo, as! como 8 los representantes de la autorided del Estado que toleren su 

perpetraci6n. 

ArticulO III 

Los Estadoa Partea en 1& presente Convenei6n se obl1gan 8. adopter toda& 1&8 lIIedldas 

Intemas que aean nec:eaariu, leglslatlvas 0 de c:ualquier otro orden. eon el tin de hacer 

poslble 1& extradiC:i6n. de c:ontol'lllidad con el 4erecho internac:1onal. de las personas a que se 

ref1ere el artic:ul.o II de 16 presente Convenc16n. 

Articulo IV 

Los Estados Partes en 1& presenu Convenci6n se canprometen a adoptar. eon arreglo a sus 

respectlvos proced1mlentos c:onstitucionales, las medldas legl.slatlvas 0 de otra indole que 

tueran necesarias par&. que 18 preserlpe16n de 18. ace16n penal 0 de la pena, establecide POl' ley 

o de otro lIodo, no se apl1que a los c:r!menea mencionados en los articulo. I y II de 1& pre&ente 

Convenci6n Y. en easo de que exista. aea abollde. 

Articulo V 

La preaente Convenci6n esten. ablerta hasta el !l de dlciembre de 1969 a la t1ma de todos 

los Eatados Mlembros de las Nac10nea Unidas 0 mlembroa de al.g(in orp.nlamo 8spec:lal.ludo 0 del 

Organismo Intemaclonal de !herg!a A't6mlca. ad c:aJlO de todo Estado Parte en el £Statuto de la 

Corte Internaciooal de Justicia y de cualquler otro Estado Invltado per la Asamblea General de 

las Naciones Unidas a ser parte en la prasente Convenci6n. 

ArtiCUlO VI 

La presente Convenc16n estA. sujeta a ratitleael6n Y los Instrl.llllentos de ratlficacl6n se 

depostt.arin en pedel' del Secretario General de J.aa Nac:lones Unldu. 
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Articulo VII 

La preaent.e Convencl6n quedar' abierta a 1e. adheai6n de eualquler& de 108 htadoa lIIencio­

na408 en el artfeulo V. tos Instnaentoa de adhes16n se deposttarin en poder del S"Rtarlo 

General 4e laa Nac10nes Unidas. 

Articulo VIII 

1. La presente Convenel6n entrari en vigor el nonagbiDlo 41& e1guiente a la tech_ en qUe haya 

8140 depoalta4c en poder del 5ecretarl0 General de 1u N&elan" Un14as el 4fe~ inetl"UllMmto de 

ratlticacl6n 0 de adhesl6n. 
2. Para ea4a Eatado que ratltlque 18 presente Convencl6n 0 se adhtera a ella de_pub de haber 

81do depoelta40 e1 dAc1mo instl'l.lllento de ratitleac16n 0 de adhesl6n, 1& Convenc16n entrart en 

vigor el nonag68:1mo dia dguiente e. 18 teeha en que tal Eatado haya 4epositado au inatnaento 

de ratiticac16n 0 de adheat6n. 

Arttep10 IX 

1. Una .ve~ t.nanacurrldo un per!odo de 41820 enos eontado a partir 4e 1& tecba en que entre en 

vigOr 1& preaente Convenei6n. todo Eetado parte podr4 8011c1tar en cualquler mc.ento 1& rev1e16n 

de 1& pretlente Cormmc16n aedlante not1tleael6n por eacr1to 41r1s1da al Seeretarl0 Genere.l de 

las N"clones Un!d ••• 

2. La AaMblea General de las Keelon •• Unidu dec141ri. IIObre lu lIIed14aa que a.ban tomar.e, 
en au aaao, reapecto a tal Bol1cltud. 

Articulo X 

1. La preaente ConveaC16n Ben depoeltada en pOIler del Secretario General. de lu Naelonea 

Un ..... 

2. E1 Secretarl0 Genera1 de la8 NaelOnea tJnld.aa har4. llegar capias eertlfleadu de la presente 

ConYend.6n • todofJ la. Estados lIIenC1onad08 en e1 artlC1.ll.o V. 

,. El Secreta.rl0 Genera]. de laa Naclonea Unldaa cc.un1ean. a todo8 loa &tadoa lIIenc1onadoa 

en el articulo V: 

A) Las nn.. pueatu en la preaante Convenc16n ., loa in,tru.entoa de ratlftcacl6n y 

adhul6n 4epoI;1 tadoa eon1'ome a lu lUapoaie1onea de la. U'tiC1.ll.oe v. VI y VII; 

11) La:teeha an·que 1& presente Convenc16n entre en vigor eonfoma & 10 d1apueato en al 

art1culo VIII; 

£) laa C<*IUDleaclone. reclbldas COfIf'onIe a 10 d1apueato en e1 articulo IX. 

ArttC\110 XI 

La preaente ConYenc:l6n, ~ tex.toa en chino, eqJdol, tnne' •• 1n&14a ., ruso .on 19\1al­
aente .uUntlco., 11nari. la techa 26 de novt_bre 4e 1968. 

EN FB OJ: LO CUAL, loa auscritoa, debl4ulente autorlza4oa &.l etecto, hD ftnaa40 1& 

pt'C' .. nt.e Conwnc:i6n. 
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