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organize a Congregational Church he was one of
the first to give support to the enterprise, and as
one of the committee chosen to prepare its articles
of faith and mode of government, he did much to-
ward shaping and guiding the measures which
have given the organization such prominence in
« the city. ) ‘

He was a conscientious member of his pro-
fession, a clear and careful author, a loving and be-
loved instructor, the eminently true and social
friend and the good citizen, bearing with fidelity
no small share of the public burdens.

His works will be perused by eager students
when most of his contemporaries are forgotten.
His influence as a professor and teacher, although
wide and extended, will become wider as the years

go by. While we speak of him as a lawyer, teach-
er and author, we will not forget his higher virtues
asaman. So far as is the lot of mortals, his was
a spotless character. Although competent to fill
the highest places, he sought the humblest stations.
With learning to which we all who knew him bowed
with respect, he walked humbly before God and
man. Beyond the members of his family circle
and intimate friends, he will be remembered by
the Bar, among whom his daily life was passed, by
clients who depended ‘upon {nis counsel, by his
pupils who treasured his lectdres and.advice, by
good citizens who were charmed by the graces of
his private life, and by the wide circle of the public,
who will long remember his instruction and treasure
his counsel.

MEDICINE IN ALBANY COUNTY.

By FREDERIC C. CURTIS, M. D.

HEN Henry Hudson came up the Grande
Riverin the first decade of the seventeeth cen-

tury, and on alovely September afternoon, when the
hills were clothed in autumn red, dropped anchor
off the point where Albany now stands, there is no
doubt that he would have found on inquiry that
the dusky aborigines interestedly watching hismove-
ments from the shore were not unfamiliar wigh the
medicine man. In one fashion or another medi-
cine has been practiced in all ages. It is not the
purpose of this narrative to trace the medical
affairs of this locality back among the Mohawks
and Mohegans; to commence the history of them,
even during the century which followed the build-
ing of Fort Orange, a limited array of facts are
found. In the voluminous records of our early his-
tory scant reference is made to the medical events
which formed a part of it. To construct in any
detail a sketch of them would require a fund of as
yet unpublished traditions of an unbroken line of
Dutchmen, all to the manor born, or a draft on
the imagination unworthy of the truthful chronicler.
It is not remarkable that this should be so,
for in a community intently occupied in obtaining
the necessaries of life, subduing forests, planting
settlements, and meeting the dangers that sur-
rounded it from unfriendly natives, contentious
governments, and a rigorous climate, there was little
time to think of more domestic matters, and few, es-
pecially among these Dutch Colonies, where com-
mercial tastes ruled, and learning was backward, to
make note of them. The healthy, laborious people

who came to these shores required few physicians,
and they and their surroundings presented few
attractions to Old World practitioners.  Still
they were not unmindful of their need of the
medical man, and there were those among them
who in some sort practiced the art or the domestic
traditions of medicine.

During the early years of all the American
Colonies there were many who were looked to for
advice in sickness who possessed but the simplest
knowledge of medicine, The literature of the
profession was not so voluminous but that any
educated man might make himself familiar with
the theories and practices of the times. School-
masters, clergymen and government officials were
frequently somewhat versed in medicine; the
clergy especially gave attention to the subject, as
missionaries of the present day often do, by study
prior to leaving the Old World. This was
more frequently the case in the New England
Colonies, but was also true here, Among the
Dutch dominies, Rev. Dr. Megapolensis is said to
have made some pretense to a knowledge of medi-
cine. He might better have stuck to preaching, how-
ever, if his practice was of a piece with the advice he
gives, in writing on the medical usages among the
Mohawk Indians, and which the good vrouws to
whom it was addressed very sensibly repadiated.
Another of the medico-clerics was Dominie Man-
cius, who educated his son in medicine so that he
was for a lifetime one of the prominent physicians
of Albany. It is worth mentioning in this connec-
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tion that, nearly two hundred years later, George
Uplold, a young physician here, studied theology,
and eventually became Bishop of Indiana. The
Indians had learned the medical value of some
indigenous herbs, and the Indian medicine man
may be mentioned as one of tae accessories of
early colonial practice. Hesometimes won a wide
reputation. The story of the High Rock Spring,
first disclosed to white men by the wonderful re-
sult upon Sir William Johnson, who was carried to
it by the Indians, is familiar to all. Their theories,
80 far as they had any, were essentially supernat-
ural, as is at the present time commonly the case
among barbarous and ignorant people.

The Dutch West India Company are said to
have been exceptional in their care for the health
of their sailors, all their vessels being provided
with a surgeon, or some one having a familiarity
with medicine. They extended the same con-
sideration to their colonies. Reference to it re-
peatedly recurs in their regulations, one of which
is as follows: *‘ The patroons and colonists shall,
in particular and in the speediest manner, endeavor
to find ways and means whereby they may support
a minister and a schoolmaster, that the service of
God and the zeal for religion may not grow cold
and be neglected among them, and that they do
for the first procure a comforter of the sick.” This
functionary, variously termed in the original dranch-
Besoecker or sieckemirooster, is the first recognized
person charged with the care of the sick in the
Dutch Colonies. He was probably of an infe-
riororder of clergy, for he is mentioned as conducting
the religious service on Sundays. But he is also
often found serving in other capacities and holding
civil office, in which, however, he was not peculiar,
for the duties of the preacher, doctor, soldier and
government official were frequently performed by
one individual in primitive times.

The first comforter of the sick at Fort Orange was
Sebastian Jansen Crol. His earliest appearance in
the history of the New Netherlands, in which he
played a considerable part, was in this capacity at
Fort Amsterdam. He came to this colony in 1626,
two years after it was established, having been ap-
pointed Vice-Director and Company’s Commissary
to Fort Orange. It is a matter of justifiable infer-
ence that he continued his medico-clerical dutics
here, in addition to chose of the office to which he
was appointed. He appears to have been a judi-
cious man, and served the colony well in his vari-
ous capacitics for twenty years,

He was succeeded in official position, in 1646,
by Harmanus Myndcrtse van der Bogart. It is

only in this official capacity that Van der Bogart is '
spoken of, but there appears no doubt that he is
identical with the ship surgeon of the same name
who came to New Amsterdam in 1630 in the Een-
draght. His term of service here was short, for he
is said to have been burned to death in 1648 in an
Indian wigwam on the Mohawk River.

To another than Surgeon Van der Bogart, how-
ever, belongs the honor of having been the first reg-
ular physician who came to this locality. In 1642
the number of the colonists had become sufficiently
large for the Patroon to comply with the West India
Company’s requirements to provide them with the
services of a clergyman. He accordingly fitted out
a ship, which arrived here in August of that year,
bringing Rev. Dr. Megapolensis, and in his most -
worthy company Surgeon Abraham Staats. Whether
he was employed, as was the minister, to serve the
colony in his professional capacity, is not recorded.
Nor are we told what were his professional attain-
ments. . His clientele at first was not large, for Albany
consisted at this time of a hamlet of twenty-five or
thirty houses, built along the river as each found it
convenient, in proximity to the wretched little log
fort, the population being about one hundred. A
burial ground had been found necessary, however,
and was laid out on our present Church street.
Whatever his skill may have been, oversight of which
by the diarist of the day is not to be wondered at,
Dr. Staats was an enterprising citizen and filled his
abundant professional I¢isure with other work. He
was the first presiding officer of the village council
of Renssclaerwyck, and once assisted in making an
important treaty with the Indians. On weck days
he was a captain, and on Sunday an elder. We are
left to our unassisted inferences as to the perquisites
of our primitive doctor, although the dominie’s
salary is matter of history. In 1642 his house, at
Clavarack, was burned by the savages, who seem to
have had a penchant for cremating doctors, and his
wife, with others of his family, perished. Hebecame
the owner of Fort Orange, it is said, and the ground
on which it stood has ever since remained in the
posscssion of hisdescendants. A son studied medi-
cine in Holland and rosc to cminence in New
York. . .

Johannes de la Montagne, a Huguenot gentle-
man, played a political part only in the history of
Fort Orange., He came to New York in 1637, and
was Vice-Director of Fort Orange from 1656 to
1664 ; he also held various other offices of trust in
the colony. He is said to have been a skillful phy-
sician, but was not expert enough to distinguish be-
tween gold and pyrites in some war-paint of the



AIEDICINE IN ALBANY COUNTY.

208

natives that was submitted to him for assay, and
which excited much interest for a time, What is
supposcd to be the first enactment to regulate the
practice of medicine at New Amsterdam was the
following : *“Ordered, that ship barbers shall not
be allowed to dress wounds, nor administer any
potion on shore, without the consent of the peti-
tioners [the local chirurgcons], or at least of Dr.
La Montagne.”

Surgecon Dec Hinse, a Frenchman, was resident

physician at the Fort in 1666. \Vhile he was here

_a body of French soldicrs in pursuit of the Indians
from Quebec found their way to Fort Albany, as it
then chanced to be called, having been surrendercd
to the English two years before by La Montagne,
and De Hinse is on record as having received offi-
cial thanks for professional services to them. Sur-
geons on duty at the Fort scrved, at that time, at the
pay of 2s. 6d. per diem.

In 1689 a Scotch physician, Lockhart by name,
practiced in Albany, and was surgeon to the Fort.
Albany was at this time a large stockaded village.

At a later date, a son of Dr. Mcgapolensis was a
chirurgeon of this colony; but both he and his
brother Samuel, both graduates of Leyden, spent
most of their lives in New York.

Itis probable that there were other practitioners
of medicine during the first hundred years of our
history; but these are all that appear, after consider-
able research, until we pass well on into the
cightecnth century. The names of less than forty
physicians are known as coming to the entire prov-
ince of New York in the course of the seventcenth
century, and of most of these but little more is
known than their names.  The various lineage of

" these here mentioned, coming as they probably did
chiefly from Holland, shows how that country was
then the asylum for people of all nationalities.

The prominent events of the eighteenth century
around which to cluster matters of medical intcrest
arc the French War and the War of the Revolution,
in both of which Albany was at times an important
center.  The medical science of a country is al-
ways advanced by wars; they demand skilled
medical officers, and so encourage the progress of
medicine. Besides, they furnish a school for prac-
tice and observation. ‘The French War especially
gave an impetus to the profcssion, then entitely
dependent on Europe for its education. ‘The na-
tive had no means of acquiring knowledge at home
except in a sort of apprenticeship way, ‘1he Eng-
lish army was accompanicd by a highly respect-
able medical staff, who contributed much to the

education of many young Americans through the
military hospitals which were established.

Dr. Samuel Stringer, a native of Maryland, and
educated in Virginia, where a medical school had
just been started, was the most prominent physi-
cian in Albany during the eighteenth century, and
was connected with both of the wars. In 1755 he
was appointed by Gov. Shirley an officer in the
medical department of the British army in this
country. He accompanied Abercrombie, in 1758,
and was present when Lord Howe fell in advanc-
ing to the siege of Ticonderoga. He served until
the war ended, when he settled in Albany, married
here, and remained here in practice until the out-
break of the Revolution, when he was appointed
by Congress Director-General of Hospitals in the
Northern Department. In this capacity heaccom-
panied the troops on the invasion of Canada. He
was a friend and probably the family physician of
Gen. Schuyler, the ill-favor which befell whom,
there seems reason to believe, he participated in.
At any rate, he was removed from his position, an
act which called forth a very angry remonstrance
from the General to Congress. This was in 1777,
and he then returned to Albany, where he spent the
rest of a long life. It is said that he always ad-
hered to the style of dress of the olden time—the
cocked hat, tight breeches, and shoes with large
buckles, :

Dr. Nicholas Schuyler was another of the sur-
geons of this locality who was connected with the
Federal army of the Revolution. He was an ardent
patriot and an intelligent surgeon. After perform-
ing valuable service during the war he returned to
Albany ; he died in Troy in 1824.

Dr. J. Cochoran, of Peansylvania, served as sur-
geon in the Revolutionary army and was high in
position. Hec became Surgeon-General of the
Middle Department, and in 1781 was made Direc-
tor-General of the Hospitals of the United States.
Alter the war was over he settled in Albany.

At one time the brothers Moses and Elias Wil-
lard were physicians of Albany. They were na-
tives of New England, and, with their father, had a
hand in the bloody struggle at Lexington. Elias,
before the war, had begun to study medicine, and
after a brief service as a common soldier he entered
a military hospital in Boston, which, under Dr.
John Warren, brother of the hero of Bunker Hill,
was made a training school for the much-needed
medical men. Two years later he was appointed
surgeon of a Maine regiment, and scrved till the
close of the war. e came to Albany in 1801 and
practiced here for twenty-five ycars.  His brother
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was younger and entered the service later ; he re-
sided here for several years.

Every one at all familiar with the medical men of
Albany a hundred years ago knows the name of
Hunloke Woodruff. He was a graduate of Prince-
ton, and shortly before the commencement of hos-
tilities between the colonies and the mother coun-
try had begun the study of medicine, had taken
up his residence in Albany, but soon was ap-
pointed surgeon of one of the New York regi-
ments, and served until peace was declared. He
accompanied the northern army to Canada, and
was with Col Gansevoort during the siege of
Fort Stanwix, and attended Gen. Sullivan in
his expedition against the hostile Indians of West-
emn New York. He settled here to practice after
the war and spent the best of his life here, highly
esteemed as a learned physician,

Several of these men, it is observed, were con-
tributions of the army to Albany.

As an incident of the French War it is said, in
the ‘‘Memoirs of an American Lady,” that when
the wounded troops poured into Albany from the
Ticonderoga battle-field a hospital was established
in a large barn belonging to Madame Schuyler, and
was attended there by a band of ladies. Thacher,
a considerable historian of medical events of that
time and a surgeon of the Revolution attached to
this northern division of the army, says that a hos-
pital was erected here during the French War. He
says of it, as he saw it in 1788 : * It is situated on
an eminence overlooking the city. It is two stories
high, having a wing at each end and a piazza in
front, above and below. It contains forty wards,
capable of accommodating 500 patients, besides
the rooms appropriated to the use of the surgeons
and other officern.” After Burgoyne’s defeat at
Saratoga, Albany was for several months filled
with sick and wounded from the battle-field.
There were not less than one thousand of these
victims of war thrown into the city, filling the hos-
pital, the Dutch Church and some private houses,
Most of them remained till the following June,
when the military hospital was removed to the
Highlands of the Hudson. Dr. Thacher says:
““We have thirty surgeons and mates, and all
are constantly employed. The wounded of the
British and Hessian troops are accommodated in
the same hospital with our own and receive equal
attention, The foreigners are under the care of
their own surgeons, 1 have been present at sev-
eral of their capital operations and remember that
the English surgeons perform with skill and dex-
terity, but the Germans, with few exceptions, do no

credit to their profession.” He did not find the
inhabitants of the city of a social disposition.
They are chiefly Low Dutch, he says, and not in-
clined to associate with strangers, Neverthcless,
Mars and Venus have in all ages been mutually
attractive, and ¢‘a charming Miss M. H.” was cap-
tivated by one of the surgeons. A surgeon’s pay
in our army was $33.33 a month, and of a mate
or assistant surgeon $18, that of a colonel being
$75. Ata later date there was a military canton-
ment and hospital in Greenbush, which was main-
tained until 1822,

Medical history is not altogether biographical,
and some notes may be made of other events of
the earlier time before the present century began.
Henry Hudson said, when he returned with
the report of his discoveries: ‘It is as fair a land
as can be trodden by the foot of man,” and the
graphic pen of Irving has been taxed to all its re-
sourcesin delineating this lovely vallcy before it had
been marred by the hand of civilization. It was
not only fair, but by all testimony it was salubrious.
As early as 1628 one writes in aletter home : *“The
climate is healthful, notwithstanding the sudden
changes from heat to cold. Roots and herbs are
found, good for eating and for medicinal uses,
working wonderful curestoo long to relate.” The
sudden and extreme variations in temperature ap-
pear to have been the principal complaint, and
were certainly very marked to those who had been
accustomed to the equable climate of Holland and
England. Gov. Hunter wrote in 1710: * Here
is the finest air to live upon in the universe.”
Many instances are related of cures of consump-
tion among those coming to the new country.
They were mainly due, no doubt, to the less
sedentary life of necessity led here, and absence of
the insanitary influences that accumulate with the
passage of years of habitation.

In this province there were fewer scrious
cpidemics than in the New England and Virginia
Colonies, where they carly prevailed extensively.
Fevers of acclimation or of an indigenous source
were raree. The colonists did not, however,
escape some most severe and fatal cpidemics
of imported disease. Of these, small-pox made
the most grievous ravages. In 1613 it broke
out and spread with fearful rapidity, among
Europeans and savages. Twelve of the slender
population of Beverwyck died in one week and a
thousand perished among the Iroquois tribes,
For two months Connccticut maintained a quaran-
tine against the New Netherlands Another
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equally severe epidemic broke out some years later.
Prior to 1730 this outdid all other pestilences with
its ravages, ceasing at one time, it is said, only for
lack of material to work upon, every susceptible
person having had it. Inoculation began to be
practical about 1730, and became quite geéneral,
the mortality from it being reported as compara-
tively small. “‘In 1799,” writes Dr. Thacher,
‘‘the glorious discovery of the vaccine disease,
which renders the human system insusceptible to
small-pox, was announced in our newspapers and
in the AMedical Repository, of New York,” and the
reign of what might wcll have been called the king
of terrors came to an end.

In 1746 a malignant cpidemic of what was
called the Barbadoes distemper, and also various
other names, reached Albany. It was imported
from foreign ships, and, beginning in August, ended
with frost. From the description it was clearly yellow
fever. Itcarried off 45 victims, mostly robust men.
Spotted fever is mentioned as occurring in 1752,

An interesting cpisode in connection with yellow
fever, and a glimpse of affairs as they existed a
century ago, is obtained from the following “‘Notes
from the Newspapers,” in Munscll's Annals of
Albany :

‘‘September 21, 1793.—The citizens: wcre
alarmed by a letter from Judge Lansing, informing
. them that a vesscl had passed New York having
two persons on board infected with yellow fever,
which was then raging at Philadelphia. Meetings
of the citizens and of the Common Council were
held, and measures adopted to prevent the passing
of any vessel above the Overslaugh without an ex-
amination, and the ferry-men were directed how to
procced on occasions when any suspicion attached
to travelers presenting themsclves to be ferried over.
The Common Council recommended the observ-
ance of the first day of October as a day of fasting
and prayer for the .aversion of the dreaded con-
tagion.

¢¢Scptember 23.—On Monday evening last ar-
rived at Greenbush, opposite the city, from the
scat of Government, Hon., Alexander Hamilton,
Sccretary of the Treasury of the United States, and
his lady. As Col. Hamilton and lady were sup-
posed to have been afllicted with the yellow fever,
then prevalent at Philadelphia, the physicians of the
city, by request, immediatcly visited them, and on
their rctum published the following certificate :
* This is to certify that we have visited Col. Hamil-
ton and his lady at Greenbush this cvening and
that they are apparently in perfect health, and from
cvery circumstance we do not conceive there can

~

be the least danger of their conveying the infection
of the pestilential fever, at present prevalent in
Philadelphia, to any of their fellow citizens.
‘¢ {(Signed)  SaMUELSTRINGER,

¢« «W. Maxcrus,

¢« <H. Woobzurr,

¢¢ ¢ W. McCrELLAN,

¢¢ ¢« CorxeLIUs Roosa.’

*¢ In consequence of which on Tuesday morning
an order was granted by the Mayor that Col
Hamilton and lady be allowed to cross the ferry,
but only after quite a spicy correspondence be-’
tween the Mayor, physicians and Gen. Schuyler,
whose daughter was Mrs. Hamilton.”

Aside from these outbreaks, Albany maintained
its repute for healthfulness throughout the cighteenth
century., During the winter of 1785, it is said
that but one burial took place for the space of
three months, in the Dutch church-yard, and that
was of a small child accidentally run over by a
sleigh. This burial place has been recently brought
to light again by excavations in State street, at the

‘corner of Broadway, human bones being found,

and bricks from the old church edifice. One writes
of Albany in 1796 : ¢ It enjoys a salubrious air, as
is evidenced by the longevity of its inhabitants.”

Concerning the now very fertile theme of the
water supply of the city, a visitor to Albany, in
1785, wrote that ‘‘the well water in the city is
very bad, being scarcely drinkable by those not
accustomed to it, imbibing particles from the stiff
clay through which it oozes ; indced, all use the
river water for cooking, and many families drink it.
But water works are about to be constructed to
bring good water to the city.” '

In the year 1800 Albany was already an old
city, In some respects this was a turning point
in its history. About this time it began to have
additions to its population from New England
and to become impressed with New England idcas,
Previously it had been entircly Dutch ; its people,
its habits, its physiognomy, its architecture were
all Dutch ; it is said that even its horses and dogs
were Dutch. It had many usages brought from
the provincial towns of Holland. A graphic pic-
ture of it at that time may be found in Random Rec-
ollections of Albany from 1800 lo 1808, by Gor-.
ham A. Worth. The placid Dutchman smoked
his evening pipe on the sctice of the stoop in front
of his gable-cnded house, undisturbed by & care
ior the outside world, perfectly content with him-
sclf and his surroundings, with no welcome for
strangers and their innovations.  In a population
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of 5,000 there were not more than five New Eng-
land families. The city had no pavements and no
street lamps. It had little or no foreign commerce.
It needed a new clement to give it an impulse,
without which the nineteenth century gave promise
of leaving itina Rip Van Winkle dream, or stranded
where the cighteenth was hardly holding it
afloat A change, restless and iconoclastic, began
to come over it about this time; the progressive
spirit of this century began to disturb its quietude,
and new blood was transfused into it The Eric
Canal began to be talked about; it became the
capital city, and very soon after Fulton ran the
Clermont up the river,

The general character of the medical profession
began to improve. The means of education here-
tofore had been very limited, and the mass of prac-
titioners throughout the country had been deplor-
ably ignorant. In an address before the Regents,
Dr. T. Romeyn Beck stated that, of the 7c0
physicians in the State at this time, not more than
twenty held the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Indeed it was not sought for, save in the large
cities. ‘The cducation of physicians prior to 1750,
unless obtained in Europe, was restricted to a sort of
apprenticeship and persona! instruction. In 1750
the first regular medical instruction was attempted,
a course of lectures on anatomy being given in
New York by a Dublin graduate, Samuel Clossy.
During the remainder of the century four medical
schools were established ; in Philadelphia, New
York, and at Harvard and Dartmouth Colleges.
The difficuity of reaching these precluded most
from attending them. Their influence was, how-
cver, being felt toward the close of the century.

Just what might have been considered a medical
education at this time, even at its best, it would be
hard to define. ‘There was hardly any facility for
acquiring a practical knowledge of anatomy by
dissection, s0 that a student could have no ade-
quate idea of the vital organs in health or as
changed by the processes of disease. When Dr.
March, twenty years latter, began togive instruction
here in anatomy, by lectures and dissections, he
for a long time cncountered much opposition in
his good work. Surgery was rude and simple,
as viewed from the light of to-day.
not be distinguished by our present knowledge,
as, for instance, that of auscultation and percus-
sion of the chest, and all our instruments of re-
scarch were unknown. Pharmacy was as rude as
the mcans of diagnosis, but fith in it was vastly
more prolound than now. The physician became
skillful and renowned, as many of theia did, only

Discases could -

as he became shrewd in observation and cxpe-
rienced by years; gray hairs were the only passport
to popular confidence. Oliver Wendell Holmes
pictures him, from vivid recollections of his early
life, as “he would look at the tongue, feel of the
pulse, and shake from his vials a horrible mound
of ipecac, ora revolting heap of rhubarb—good,
stirring remedies that meant business, but lefta
flavor behind them that embitters the recollections
of childhood.” Little of our present knowlege of
the control of epidemics was possessed ; small-pox,
often devastating as a tornado, was just then about to
be robbed of its terrors, and the preventable diseases
generally, to which so much attention is now given,
and which if completely held in check would in-
finitely lessen the rate of mortality, were ncither -
studied as a class nor controlled by organized
boards of hcalth. No better contrast can be shown
between then and now than is scen in the state-
ment that by data, gathered from all sources, it is
found that the sum total of human life has been
lengthened in civilized countries 25 per cent-
since the beginning of the century. Dr. Holmes
says: “It is but a fractional power that the physi-

-cian has over disease, and a comparatively small

fraction over the issucs of life and death.” But
what he lacks in his control of the individual is
well complemented by th~ general work, as is
proven by this general result.

Besides the men already mentioned, there are a
few others then practicing here who should be spo-
ken of The oldest physician in Albany was Dr.
Wilhelmus Mancius, the son of the Dutch dominie,
who practiced medicine as well as theology in the
carly history of the colony. He was now past
sixty years of age, over six feet in height, and a
man of great popularity, He reccived his educa-
tion from his father, and probably had more skill
than learning. In his arguments with his younger
and more liberally cducated partner, Dr. Wood-
ruff, he saved himself from being worsted by *‘Ah,
de cure, Hunloke; de cure is de great ting. 1
cure.” Dr. Williamm McClelland was a Scotchman,
an Edinburgh graduate, and for the times an edu-
cated man. 1le was the first president both of the
County and the State Medical Socictics. His part-
ner for a time was Dr. Wm. Bay, whose long life
cxtended to the easy recollection of many of the
present citizens of this vicinity.  Dr. Knauff, then
advanced in ycars, was more an apothecary than
physician. Dr. Gauff, also an old man, had been
for many ycars a practitioner of Bethlchem,and Dr,
Oliver Lathrop was a physician of Watervlict, then
in middle life. Younger than any of these was
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Dr. Jonathan Eights, a most exact and methodical
man, who through the first half of this century was
held in high esteem as a family physician, and
made many contributions to medical literature.
Dr. John Stearns, a Massachusetts man and a Yale
graduate, then thirty yecars old, was for a number
of years a practitioner here, and deserves especial
honor from the profession, as to his efforts were
due the cxisting law, enacted in 1806, under which
our State and County medical societies have bLeen
incorporated.

The notable event in medicine at the beginning
of this century was the establishment of the County
Mecdical Socicty. This is undoubtedly the oldest
medical society in the State, having been estab-
lished in July, 1806, immediately after the passage
of the incorporating law. The rcason urged for
the passage of this act was the abundance of char-
latanry and the necessity for combining the legiti-
mate members of the profession to control it.  The
universal testimony is that at this time the country
was overrun with empyrics. Dr. R. M. Wyckoff,
to whose paper on Eurly Medicine in New York 1
am indebted for much information, says that
medical practice in early times was pure, but
that about the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury the charlatanry of the Old World, which was
quackish to the core, began to find a ficld in the
New. For its own respectability and the people’s
good the time had come for the profession to assert
itself; it did so Ly bringing the reputable physicians
together and scparating them from the disreputable.
In this way the socicty has done more to suppress
quackery (which the people should know is vastly
more an cvil to them than to the profession)
than all the restrictive legislation that was en-
acted year afier ycar for the next forty years,
Dr. Thomas Hun wrote in 1844, what is always per-
tinent and true: ‘‘Quackery must be suppressed,
not by legislation, but by enlightened public opin-
ion of its dangers. ‘The respectability of our pro-
fession is to be promoted, not by asking for legal
privileges, but by an increase of individual zeal and
co-opcration.” In this State no onc is entitled to
professional consideration unless he is a member of
his County Mecdical Society.

From the beginning the society has maintained
regular mectings for mutual improvement. It has
always been a means of co-operating against local
epidemics and bad sanitary conditions. Its opin-
ion and advice has ofien been asked by the Mayor
and Common Council. It has kept up the social

relations of its members, and perpetuated  their
n

. aged 56. WiLLIAM McCLELLAND, Edinburg

memory by printed biographies and portraits, of
which it has a considerable collection. It has ex-
plicit laws for disciplining unprofessional members,
but has very seldom made use of them. It has
been of a liberal spirit, and was one of the first so-
cieties to admit women to membership. The entire
number of its members from first to last has been
about 425. The following list includes all of the
members of the Society since the organization, and
nearly all the physicians of this county during the
present century.

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST
oF THE .

Mzebicar. Soctery or THE CouNTY OF ALBANY FROM
1TS ORGANIZATION, WITH YEAR OF ADMISSION AND
Prace or GrabuatioN. Tur Livine ResipEnt
MEMBERS ARE IXDICATED BY A *.

1806, HUXLOKE WoOoDRUFF, New York Citz; died 1811,

a CuHARLES D. TOWNSEND, Columtiiad%dollsn'

hﬁeﬁ Department, 1802; died x{g. nged 70. ]omlfs‘.

died 1810,

KNAUFF, probably in Germany; ELlAs WiL.
LARD, Boston; died 1827, aﬁ{ 1. WILHEMUS MANCIUS,
studied medicine with his father, Rev. G. W. Mancius, 1758;

died 1808, a WiLLIAM ANDERSON, University of
l'mnsylmia;‘e:llie? 1811, aged 40. Josern W. HacEuan,
Princeton; died 1837, aged 63 CORNELIUS VROOMAN, Jr.,
University of Pennsylvania; died 1811, aged 30. ALEXAN.
DER G. FoXDA, licensed 1806; died 1869, aged 84. CaLEB
GAUFF; Bethlehem. Avcustus Harmis, licensed Sa-
reme Court, 1800; died 1857, aged 81. Avucustus F. R,
A\'msn:. University of Pennsylvania, 1804; died 1341,

5
1807, PETER WEXDELL, University of Pennsylvania, 18073
au&)f% aged 64 Jacon L. T Deusex, Regent's de:
ree, 1806; resigned 1

£ 1808, Arcumrarp H. simns. University of Edinbargh;
died 1811, aged 42. CHarLEs D. Coorer, New York;
died 1831, aged 63. Isaac Hvpr, bly licensed ; died
lgg;;. :ﬁ:&d 86;3, Jaues Low, University of Edinburgh,
1807; | aged 40.

1 SinoN VEEDER, licentiate of this society, 1807;

died 1 2.
pecd Columbia Medical De-

7

1810, \VILLIAM BAv, College,
partment, 1797; died |§65. a ng;. JONATHAN EIGHTS,
certificate of two physicians; died 1848, aged 75. Joun
StERNS, University of Pennsylvania; died 1848, aged

1811, T. RoMEYN Bick, College of Ph s and
geons, 1811; died 1855, aged 64.

ISszrm\n JoHxsoN, licentiate of this society, 1812;
died 1 aged 75. ERrAsTUs WiLLIAMS, licentiate Ver.
mont State Socicty, 1800; died 1842, aged 69. PrTER D2
LAMATER, studied medicinc 1794; died 1849, aged 77.
Do ey, OLLES Lirunory sudld wit

. ite, of alley; died 1 .

0, Mo B sk 13175 et .

ICHMOND BROWNELL, i
1816; removed to Rhode Island.  SAMUEL Funun&. Dart-
mouth; removed to Saratoga; died 1862, Groruk UrroLn,
Jr., College I'hysicians and Suryeons, 1816; died 1
aged 76 PLATT WiLLians, Columbia College, Med
Department, 1810; diced 1870, aged 86. JoxL A. Wine,
licentiate Montgomery County Socicty, 1811; died 1853,

ay .
1817, TnoMas J. Gizpoxg, Col Physicians and Sur-
goons, '18!7; dicdjlslg. aged 22, lege

1819, WiLLIAM Humrrreys, College Physiciansand Ser.
gcom?’ |8|?.; died 1826, .id 31. Cuaxres MarTIX, licen.
tiate of this society, 181 AsHneL S. \VErsTRR,
Physicians and Su 1819; dicd 1840, aged 44. CaLxs
\\'ng:\-?ln; 'j“" 'L city. ™ od

] onN Jaues, Colleye Qh:hm and Surgeons,
1819; dier (859, aged 0. Roukr Viets, died 1853,
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l&l, Moszs CLEMENT, licentiate of New Hamﬁh
, 1807; died 1831, aged §1. Hzxny B.

l.lluncx. tiate of thusoclet ; died 1828, a Ly.
MAN S died 1841, X 46. Bu;'nrzelg gu-rs,
licentiate New York State M ical Socie 181_7, du:d 187|.

aged 74. SamugL S. TrraT, Coll Sur-
1821; died lss;z. aged 33. TER VAN O’l.mm.

New York Medical Society, 1820; died 1872,
Supreme

C‘E:z CunisTorHEr C. YATEs, licensed by

laoa- died 1848, aged 70.

&z VALENTINE DENNICK, licentiate of this suciety,
1

ol"l;irgnl‘md death ;:n lmawn. 182
Y.College and Surgeons, 1823;
u’SP dﬁ. gﬁu, licentiate of this so-
dz.;‘ ; di 8 gdss ALDEN MARCH, Brown
a
mum. FRELIGH, hoensz. by civil process; died
‘&;‘ghmn GAnsevoorT, College Physicians and
Sargeons, 1824; died 1838. aged 35. Jonun W. HinckLzy,
licentiate of this .E:l ﬂ
1826, CaxLxs E. Bunows. DA\ 1D OUCHTAL-
ING, licensed 1822; died 1829, aged 33.
1831. HAzAXL Knu, licentiate of this nociety. 1822;
died at Nasn. Hexgy VAN O'LIRDA, licentiate of Mont-
Society, 1826; died 1846, aged 41.
‘wa ]Auts P. Bovn, Umvemty of Penns: I\ania, 182¢;
Srlire sy S et s | o
y 1 1 LISHA R
Bm Mzs ol .s:;,sﬁ'.ea 1%73.  *BEN]).
B. anwnc, lmtiate umbia County , 181
Samuxt Hunprrys, licentiate State Sodety. 1821; died
Liberia, 1832, 30. EDWARD A. LEONARD, Yale Col-

t, 1827; died 1837, 1.
MALONE, hcenmte State Societ: ? 1 ;

aged 46. Jauzs MCNAUGH'IO\, Univemt ol lulin-
1816; 1874, 2 Pe1Er M .\ucn‘mu,v
n.-

University of Edinbu h, 152 .died|87
LIAM Notl’u.. oov‘c:l‘: o S sans%z:ld A 883.
Noxox, licentiate of t society 1824; 1
aged 86. PETER P. STAATS, licentiate State Pra. 1825;
died 1874, aged 71 WiLLiAM TuLLey, licentiate Connec-
ticat State Society, 1810; died 1859, aged 74. HENRY VAN
AnTwEer, licentiate State Society, 1 zs. dicd 1859, aged
§7. Luke WELLINGTON, Berkshire Medical College, 1825;
m AsA BURBANK, Berkshire Medical College, 1823

1

l-:nm T. BiceLow, Fairfield Medical College;
d-ed 1868. Hx.\nanu.\. Fairfield Medical College,
18:4, died 183:. ai Isaac HEMPSTEAD, licentiate ot
m ied 1852, aged48 Avucustys F, Law.
ied March 27, 1883,
75- SoLoxoN anoul. hoenmte State Society, 1
removed. Nxcm;‘u&:lnuv, dg; l:::cuu: bn.-
KIRK, lcentiate society, 1829; 1 aged
40. JOHN StyLES; removed to New York City. BEn.
JAMIS VAN ZANDT; died. Jaugs Wape, licentiate
Schenectady County Society, 1812; dnedlm.égedz&
N‘;u&nnlc . WINNE, Yale Medical
3

|8p. H:?uv BronsoN; removed to New Haven, Conn.

JORATHAN u. , Cass, Fairfield Medical Callege, nazi

& OsaviAH Croswy, in Ncw \'od:. 1838
18 aged 38. Vernoxr CuvLER, licentiate State Soci-

ety, 1822; removed. —— DAviDSON. *THoxas HuN, Uni-

mityofPauu Ivania, 1830; Alln::’ AMES S. Low; died.

Avm llcl..Acaun. University of Glasgow, uml

x‘«l §s. RiCHARD Murrhy, licentiate State ,
1330. WiLLIAM O’DoNNELL; removed to New York City.
WiLLiaM Prarce. ALva W, ﬁocxw:u.. Berkshire Medical
College, 1820; died 1837, aged & Nersox Ru:\. lisc?m
Chuauqudmmy Society. at Stuyvesant, MUEL
assachusetts. (mv SraLDixg, died
olm P. TowNsSkND, University of
1830; 1874, aged 68.

1831 DAVID R. Burrus, Vermont Acade‘m HM
duc. 3833; removed to 1 IRANM
nsﬂl. ' Laxsing Couv. “gnwa &v sé'm L]
Cobleskill. ParLugx C. Dok, Kcentiate of this soclety,
llq. died 1840, aged 43. RiCiaRD J. Dusmwuw
0 Chicago. I'.‘mvno W. Forn, University of

sylvmh. 1831; died 1855, aFed 45.

YOORT, Umverst

SzT":l ‘B'cx GAnse-
Pennsy 184, ?ed
r. Lxwis B. ncou\ Fairfield \Ied?ul College, 1.

ed 1838. aged 30. ABRAMAM GROESBECK; maved
AMMOND HAMMOND, Vermont Aademy
of u::ne, dwd 1849, aged 46. Awo-«] H.n.u;\uu.
licentiate State Society, 1831; died 1846, aged Car-
zroLL HumPHREY, University of Penns l5yl\nma- died at Cal-
cutta, 1834, aged 29. E. A Lacev. DAviD SPRINGSTEED,
licentiate of this society, ?o. LurnHer M. TrACEY. Joun
T. VAN AILSTYNE, 2irfield Medical College, 1823;" died
1876. aged 76. LeoNarDG. Wnunl, Vermont Academy

of Medicine, 1826, died 1866, aged 63.

1832, JAxvis BARNXEY, died 1838, aged STrFPHEN D,
HAaND, Berkshire Medical Coll ge, 1831, 3iosmn W. Lay,
licentiate Green County Medical Society, 1316; dicd 1862,
aged 78.  Prarr WickEs, removed.

1833. LavArRerTE MOORE, Berkshire Medical College,

; removed to Ballston. —— VAN DENMARK.
[ 34.)4\)::5 H. Arusny, Vermont Academy of Medicine,
1833, died 1875, aged 66, FREDERICK CROUNSE, Albany
t{ SAMUEL DicksoX, licentiate State Societ 1839.
d:ed 1 ss.agedsl N. L. HUNGERFORD, licensed 1 30. dicd
ﬁ.ed WEesTLEY NEWCOMB, Vermont Acadany
ls 2; removed to Ithaca. \WiLLiAM G. RAD-
CLIF?, to Philadclphia. BERNHARD SamaLls,
remrned to_Holland. SIDNEY SAWYER, removed to Chi-
HerMAN WenDELL, College Physicians
Su.recons 1832; died 1881, agued 72

1837. ViLLiAM F, CARTER, Dartmouth Medical College,
1834; died 1866, aged 54. H. A. GRANT, removed to Con-
necticut.  Francis W. Priest, left city after short resi-
dence. J. B. Russuay, Fairficld Medical Collcge, 1829;
died December 23, 1883. aged ;] Ebw um.Q Sewary,
removed to Canada. Joun H. TROTTER, liccnsed to prac-
tice; died 1861, aged 48. JouN Vax BureN, Universny of
the uty of l\ew York; dicd 1856, aged 48. ALzxaxpx
VAN RENSSELAER, nmow.-d to New York City.

1839, Jolix Bascock, Vermont Academ{, Medicine,
1838; died March 13, 1879, aged 65. JonN Vax ALsTvxE,
dned at sea, 1844. ER VAN BUREN, College Physicians

burfom. 1823; died |8 aged 71. Jorx \Wisox,
Fairfield Medical (?). W
1840. \Imon l-‘ ocsmm.. College I'hysicians and
’éo-. ; dicd 1864, aged $4. OTis JENKS, licensed
by State s 1840; died 1

1841, Joun Fl.mu:u. dnﬁiecanber 17,1882. E. B.
O'CAI.I.M-NA.\. licentiate State Socicty, 184|~ died 1880,
80. Cuarres 1. PAYNE, removed to Saratoga. U,
. WHEELER, died in Brookl
1843. SeLAnt B. Fisn, Berkshire Medical College, 1841;
d tl::e o Alba Medical C 843
HN CAMPBELL, n, ollcﬁ 1843;
llmled States Army ’ AYTOR
Puncx GAXNNON, in \cw \ork med 1854. :54
DA\ 1D MARTIN, Fairfild  Medical 18;
aged ¢3. \Winiax J. Yousa, mmved
S UllAll G. BicEiow, Albany Medical
1843- died 18 a 5:. Cunlsrorun C. GriFriN,
licentiate of ¢ 3 dicd 1856, aged 41. Eb.
mn.n Pnav. Umvcmty ot‘ New York; dted at the of
4 chu.\m.su. Albany Medical
3‘.: diul in 1876, aged 8{1 dli(eldcuw M. ‘l‘uounon.
] 1
8, l:u\um Brraxev, Ro)al College of
Dublin, 1816; dicd 1848. *Samurl 11, Frexuax,

Albany Medical y-

1847, Henzy B, Ican. Albany Medical Cdeﬁ:
1847; died 1t aged 22, imqumc A. SHRELDON,
bany Medical

, died September 10, 1
‘Jomc Swmtwnm. Al J - “" .ﬁ‘

any C, C. WaLLER, left the 85
1848, EpwarD T CLARKE, Allnn Medical Col
1848 removed to Buffalo, Iizxay B, Fay, Alba i
18433 to New York City. \WiLiax
Gmnmu. Royal C rcons, Dublin, 1837; died
;:al.‘:f«l 62, Auxmnu V. McNAuclmx.

1848; died Jan , 1868,
e e s N s Y] dtes S

ied January 13, 1861ol¢ed 4. SvivesTER
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D. WILLARD, Albany Medical College, 1848; died April 2,

1865, aged 40.
|§4% Davin WiLtsie, Albany Medical College, 1847;

died 1875, aged s&. .

1850, Apram H. McKowx, Albany Medical College,
1845; died 1853, ‘&"‘d 33. THoOMAS NzeLEv, Albany
Medical College, 1850; died 1851, aged 25. Jacos REIN-
HART, Hcidelburg and Gottingen, l&n; died 1860, asged
35. James H. SaLLissury, Albany Medical Col 1850;
removed to New York C:g. AucusTUS VIELE, Fairfield
Medical College, 1837: died February 12, 1882. ALoxnzo
G. WesTeRVELT, Albany Medical College, 1850; removed

to Durham, Green County.
1851, James L. Bascock, Albany Medical Col 1850;
dicd February 13, 1881, aged §8. J. R. BuLLock, Fairfield

Ira M. DE La-
MATER, Albany Medical Colicge, 1850; died September,
1864, aged 45. Davip E, Foxpa, Fairfield Medical
College, 1838; died January 12, 1883, aged 66. WiL.
LiaM A. Hawrey, Albany Medical College, 1851; re-
moved to Syracuse. CnARLES D. MaksH, Albany Medi-
cal College, 1850; removed from the city. WiLLIAM
B. Sins, Albav Medical College, 1850; died October 18,
1881. S. O. Vax Der PoeL, Jeflerson Medical College,
1845; removed to New York, 1881. L N. WyckorF,
. :l\i::imy Medical College, 1852; never practiced medicine;

1852, F. L. R. Cuarix, Albany Medical College, 1851;
rcmoved to Glen’s Falls. SasUel INGRAMAM, Albany
Medical College, 1849; rcmoved to Palmyra. *Joserit
LEwl1, University of Vicnna, 1847; Albany. LEvt Moore,
Albany Medical College, 1851; died June 30, 1880, aged
3;,. HEexry F. Srexcer, Albany Medical College, 1852;

ied at sca, 1862, aged 36.

1853, Hirax A. Epxoxps, Albany Medical College,
18‘53; died 1857, aged 29. *HENRY MARcH, Albany Medi-
cal Colleye, 1853; Albany. J. H. Scoon, Albany Medical
Collcge, 1849; dicd July 22, 1880, aged Jonx P.
Witseck, Albany Mecdical Collcﬁe. 1852; died 1873, aged
44. 1larvey B. \ViLsug, Berkshire Medical College, u&z
removed to Syracuse, .

1854, *WiLLiAM H. BaiLky, Albany Medical Colle
1853; Albany. *WiLLiax H.CRraig, Albany Medical Col-
lege, 1852; Albany. °*Cuarrss Devol, Fairfield Medical
College, 1831; Albany. ALEXANDER M. Horr, Jefferson
Medical College, 1843; died 1876, aged s5. S. P. ULINF,
Vermont Academy of Medicine, 1852; removed to Lowville.

1855, STErHEN J. \V. Tanowr, College Physicians and
Surgcons, 1841; removed to Iowa. DANIEL \WASSERRACH,
26n.1versity of Hague, 1843; dicd September 11, 1830, aged

1856, FxEDERICK C. ADAMS, Albany Medical College,
1847; dicd 1862, aged 40. *Adus FOWLER, University of
New York, 1846; Albany. *llgNry G. McNAuGHTON,
Albany Medical College, 1856; Albany. StaaTs WINNE,
Albany Mecdical College, 18S51; died May 30, 1880, a&l $3.

1857, O. C. ALEXANDER, Albany Medical lege,
1854; Albany. °*Hlirax Crounsg, Vermont Academy of
Medicine, 1847; Albany. °*Georce H. Nzwcoumn, Albany
Mcdical College, 1855; Albany. WitLiax C. RoODGERS,
Albany Mddical College, 1854; died 1860, aged 30.
*A. Suiaxn, Albany Medical College, 1853; West
Troy. Joux L. SwarT, Albany Medical College, 1853

Medical Collcge, 1836: Al lnnz:{ounty.

.
’

died Nov. 24, 1878, at Schoharie, a 47. ALFRED
\\';:ltns. Albany Zlcdial College, 185?‘; Zlml 1870,
ag!

1858, Jonx I. Becker, Albany Mcdical College, 1853 ;
died 1873, aged 45. *H. S. Casg, Albany Medical College,
é‘fﬁf‘ Allany. ALex. A. EpMestoN, Albany Medical

oge, 1853; died 1871, aged 42. *Tnomas HELMF, Albany
Medical cge, 1854; McKownsville, Albany Co. MiL.
TON M. LaMms, Vermont Academy of Madicine, 1856 ; re.
moved to Lansingbur“h, 1873. J. J. MvErs, Albany Med.
ical College, 1857 ; Albany. JAMES E. PomFRET, Albany
Medical College, 1858 ; dicd Feb. 22, 1869, apzed 4?. Lerov
McLxaAN, Albany Mcdical College, 1855 ; to Troy.
GEORGE STEINART, University -of New York, 1855 ; re-
moved to New York City. ANDrEw \ViLson, licentiate
Columbia County Societ{; died 1871, aged fG.

1859, *Cuariis lI. Porrer, Albany Medical College,
1859 ; Albany. R. S. McMuroy, Albany Medical College,

1847 ; removed to .\!inmgolis. 1873. °*R. H. Samy, Al
bany Medical Co}:s}e. 1856 ; West Troy. °CHarres H.
SurrH, Albany Medical College, 1859 ; Albany. THoMAS
SaitH, Albany Medical College, 1845 ; died 1862. CHARLES
P. STAATS, Albany Medical College, 1853 ; died April 16,
1884, aged §3. & H. Younc, Albany Medical Col-
lege, 1858 ; removed to Michigan.
1860, JosgPH ATHERLEY; died 1864.

fedical Col 859 ; Alban \. iy e
Alban ical 1 H .
Y ‘igle’ e 8 ; H

1ILLIAM B. CHAX-
BERS, Albany Med e, 1 removed to Fulton
County. A. S. Harrow, Albany Medical College, 1859
removed from the county. WASHINGTON KiLMER, Alban
Medical College, 1860; rcmoved to Florida. Joun V.
LansiNG, New York Medical Coll lSi}; died May o,
1880, aged §6. MarTIN L. MzaD, Al ban§ edical College,
1859 ; removed to Ohio, 1871. °J. \W. Moore, Vermont
Academy of Medicine, .%;3; Cohoes. °*CorNeLius D.
Mositgr, Albany Medical College, 1859 ; Albany. Joszex
N. NorrHror, Vermont Academy of Medicine, 1832; died
a«. 17, 187i. aged 61. JoHN SHERIFF, Albany Medical
lege, 1859 ; removed. J. I. \WeLcH, Albany Medical
Col 1859 ; died June 23, 1878, aged v54. S
1861, \VESLEY BLAISDELL, Castleton, Vt. ; died 1864, aged
*Frank G. Mosngz, Albany Medical College, 1848 ;
cg, *THoxAS BeckeTT, Albany Medical College, 18613
Albany. AsAHEL BurrT, Jr., Alban’ Medical College, 1861;
removed, Hexry R. Haskins, Alban Medicalcolleﬁ.
1861 ; died March 31, 1883, aged 48. J. D. Havens, Al
bany Medical College, 1861 ; died Feb. 12, 1875, aged 40,
FRANK J. MATTIMORE, Alinny Medical Col maﬁo;
died 1863, ased F. B. PARMELE, Albany M Col.
X ; died fan., 1882, aged 68,
186% Joux F.
died 1

ROUNSE, Albany Medical College, 1868 ;
72.

1864, STRPHEN JOHNSON, Albany Medical Col 18493
resigned 1875. _JAcos S. MosHER, Albany Medical College,
1863 ; Albany ; died August 13, 1883, aged C.B.

O’Leary, Albany Medical Coll 1860 ; died 1877, aged
8. *H. \V. SreexBERG, Fairficld Medical Coil:r. 18373
sreen Island.  SiLas P. \VRIGHT, Albany Medical College,

s Giveon H. A Albany Medical College,

1 tDRON H. ARMSBY, i

1864 ; died Nov. 20, 1881, aged 39. MyroN KNOWLTON,

Castleton, Vt., 1837 ; removed to Rochester. P. L. F.

RevyNoLps, Albany Medical Colleﬁe, 1861 ; Albany.

CHARLES A. ROBERTSON, Jefferson Medical College, 1853 ;

died April 1, 1830, aged §1.  \WiLLIAM SiGsBER, Vermont

Academy of Mcdicine, 1852; removed to Illinois. *EzExiEt

MurrorD Wbz, Vermont Academy of Medicine, 1839 ;

wa866. C S. A Albany Medical

1 HARLES LLEX, n i 1864 ;
Rensschaer Co. *HERMAN BENDELL, Almﬁma
:;gq 1862 ; Albany. JouN FERGusoN, Vermont Academy
Medicine, 1836 ; died 1874, aged 62. MiCHAKL GILLIGAX §

removed. GEORGE T. STEVENS, Vermont Academy o

Medicine, 1857 ; removed to New York City. GustAvus

TreskaTis, Albany Mcdical College, 1865; removed to

New York City. ‘ALBERT VAN DER VEER, National Med.

ical College (Med. Dep. Columbia Col., Washington),.1862 ;

Mok Depa VB3t : died 4t Cobocn: ay 3 1980 aged 48

( ) 1 s died at Ma |}

4 ‘;dsgzl.l Jm)('us'sss. BAILEY, A.llxn gedz:a'? Col '::gi

1, 1883,a . RAFF, Albany
7,818 Cuderland,

College, 18 *Avrrep B. HuesTED, Alb-:l
Medical College, 1863 ; Albany. Joux R. GRrecory,
bany Medical Coll 1858 ; rcmoved to Truma 3

Epwaap R. Hux, College Physicians and Surgeons, 1866 ;
died March 14, 1830, l;s. Jaxes F. McKowx, Albany
Medical College, 1866 ; Albany. °P. M. Mureny, Albany
Medical Collcge, .222: Albany. *D), V. O'Leary, Albany
Mecdical College, 1566 3 Albany.

1868, L. M. DUXKELMEVER ; removed to Cincinnati, O.
ALRXANDER McDoNALD; died 1877, aged 33. *Joux
TnoxrsoN, University of New York, 1868; Albany.
Ricuaxp D. Traver, St. Louls Medical Colloge, 1869 3
removed o Troy, N. . C. E. Wirnacx, Albany Medical

Col!‘eg. 'll : B Albany Medicat College, 1864
1 *1lirAM Brcxee, n 1864 3
New Salem. Daniet M. S'rmsox’c. Callege hysicians

1868 ; removed to New York City, 1871,
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1870, *Jorn M. BigzLow, College Ph and Surgeous,

Aoeny, J. Myeas BuioGs, Albany Medical College,

3§ dicd 1874, aed 29.° THoMAS D. CrOTHERS, Albany
s. removed to Hartfo rd. Conn. °J. R.

DAwviDsox, y Med South Bethle-

bem. Eustis H. mms. Albany nedmi College, 1354 ;

Pr?oudhm&im. *J. D. Fu'rn:nmnu.wcu. Coll
Surgeons, 1870 ; Cohoes. D. LoskE,

Aﬁ)‘.dmlwhge. 1868 ; died 1874, lged anw“.-

LIAM MorGaN, Albany Medical College, 1869

ﬁgn«uss;. ‘Wi H. T. REYNOLDS, Conege

lsgi ny. *CHAgLEs F, Su‘rrnooo

1868 ; Albany. *A. P. TEN EYCK.
All:nn Medical 1866 ; Renu{her County.

l87|. L. R. Bovct. l'ioemiatz Co. Society, 1862 ;
1877. Orson F. Con Alhany Medical College,

s West Troy ; snspende:l (_]6' J. C. GoLbinG ;
B. Guvsuut, Albnny

to Massachusetts.
*Lorexzo HaLx, Alb-ny

Medical College, 1862 ; Alban
Medical College, 1868 Allxmy K.V.R. Lnssmcu
13, 1879.

Albany Medical ColleLnlslo died A

LiAM H. Murray, A fedical ege. 1869. Alhn

E Buffalo Medical Coll

B.:dumsc s\Voon.Univaﬁtdenhveiﬁz 1852 ;  died 1875.
1872, 'anlc C. CurrTis, con?od Physicians and

&ugeons. 1 7o Albany. Isaac Dk ZotcHE, Albany Med-

removed to Gloversville, 1875. °*WiL-
um Huus. Ailnu Medical C 1870. Albany.
; removed to

S. A. INGHANM, A.lhan{‘:ledual College, 1
Little Falls, GRANGE, Albany M edlul Colleﬁ.
1871 ; to Colurabia County J. H. Lasuex, Al-
bany * Medical College, 1871 ; died 1873, aged 25, CALzs
Lyox, Albany Medical Col 1871 ; removed to New York

City. Pulur] Macul ysici;mandSurﬁ;:n.
1871 ; removed to Brooklyn. . U. STEENBERG, Albany
°Joun BzN StoNEHOUSE,

Medical College, 13 ny.
Allnn lrgz. 811’Alhm *WiLLis G. Tuck.
ny. *EUGENE VAN

Medleal Col 18
Ar s Albany. *R. H.

Medical College. 1871
S‘ummn. Albany Medical. College. 1871 Alhany.

*G. L. ULLMaN, Albany Mednul Coll 1871 ; Alban:
1873. Al.llOII S, Au.m, Albany Medical College, 1
au. *J oml U. HAvYNEs, Alhmy
*Josern H. BLATNER,
Mednal 7: ; Albany. GeorcE A.
oun. Albany Med 1869 ; died 18ys.
C. HANXAN, Univenu of New York, 1873;
re-oml to Hoosick Falls, 1 'Juu:s P. Bovp,

Co:lgto(l’hyadm nndSurgeom.x 1 ; Albany.
{‘unx ARBUTT, Albany Medical Coll 7 4

Kibany Medical KA
moved to Mechanicsville. °*C. E. Secer,

College. 1863 ; Adams Smiou. ‘ancx E. l-‘nnuu.v.
Albany Med 3 West Troy. *OcTavius

H. E. CLARxE, McG UmmLZaM“ml' 1870 ; Cohoes.
Aurun L. Wanps, Albany ical College, 1869 ; re-

ARCHAMBEAULT, Laval University,
llp.‘&o{oa. *Lzwis Barcu, C Physiciat’ 3?.3' ﬁ

'0. D. Bawy, e Ph
% 1561 Albany. Grorce H. lejt\)l’l‘kll.m
Co!lege. 1872; remved. *L. BoubDRriAs (DuMom\'r{

Victoria U , Montreal, Cohoen.w - n.%umu.

% 1 14 est Troy. *DanixL
;&oo:, Medical .Alban;. HzruaAN
C. E\rn'l';3 y Medical s removed to
Carthage, N. Y. JAMB A. HarrT, legc siclans and

Sargeons, 1873 ; removed to Colorado about 1877. Wn..
1AM W, lIAcGnmou.Alhn Medical College, 1873 3 re-
-ovedto Glen's Falls. " °Cvavs S. MzxniLy, College Phy-

Alhny Lluzu'l'. Mornrist,

s:fmu.xs 13
Med 7 mawed 'NELsoN Mon.
ermtAoden ol’ lcine.ltqo Gnenl:hlul.

‘Gmx W. Parmnx, Col
1874; Albany. *A. T. VAN uucxs.'c, Allnn‘ Medﬁm
*FrLix WRIDMAN, Albany Medical

ltn- elt“"l‘ny
1875, 'Huvsvw Albany Medical College,
removed to East Albany. *Many Dunou. Wmn‘uuedhi
College of Pennsylvania, 1871; Albany, Haxzmis L. Fri.
Lows, Albany Medical College, 1874; led August 29, 1881,

4% Hixax T. HerrINGTON, Albany Medical Col-
; removed to Renssclaer County. Henay V.
ULL, y Medical College, 1874; removed to Sche-
nectady, 1880. *Henry E. MerExess, Albany Medical
1874; Albany. Joun E. METcALF, Albany Medi-
cal College, 1874; removed to Ketchum’s Corners, N. Y.
FRANKLIN A. MUNsoN, College Physicians and
187 ; died Deccmbets, 1878. agedz6 *NorMaN L.

e Physicians and 861; Albany. °T. v
'l‘xwo, College Ph nmm and Suseals. 1874; Albny.
THOMAS \Vn.sou. A ny Medical College, 1874.
to Chverack. 58307: sliowun YATES, Jefferson Medical

1

1876, °R. 6 Culk, Lo ﬁ'md Medical College; Al-
bany. WiLLiaM A. HaLL, Albany Medical College, 1375;
removed to Fulton, Oswego Co.  *f. M. HaskeLL, Univer-
sity of Michigan; Bath.on.the-Hudson. °P. J. KEEGAN,
Univenltz %cw York; Albany. °T. K. PExry, Albany
Medical College, 1875; Albany *W. L. Purriz, Albany
Medical College, 1875; Albany. EvsertT °T. RULISON,
Albany Medical College, 1875; removed to Amsterdam.
*SETH G. StANKS, Albany Medical College, 1875, Albany.
A. H. V. SuyTH, Albany Medical College, 1875; removed
to Minaville. °SaMUEL B. Warp, Georgetown
College, 1 Albany. *HARRIET A. WOODWARD, Syra.

T m:]m "'1’8 Mmmm Medical College, 1877;
1 AMES RKER, ic: 1
Axl;nyy WitLiaM N, Havs, Albany Medical Colleges
1
378. Jm Crounsg, Albany Medical 1877;
me78 Tlgl: *W. O. STILLMAN, Albany Medical College,
1
1879, *E. A. BARTLETT, Albany Medical Oollege. 1879;
Alln?. *G. Urton Psl."rmn. ’s Col 3
1813. (.ohoa. ‘]Anr_s C. Hnu\r, Albany nal Col-
7“ ‘A V. KILBOURNE, Um\e {
of ew\'or 874; Albany. °LaANsiNG B. Vuml.
mand eons, 1878; Albany. °*FRAXK-
LIN o\wsruo, Jru (o“’ege Physicians
1876, Albany. *OTro RiTzMANN, Albany Medical
1879; Allxm *Joun C. SiLAND, Alban \l«lmlCon&
18 \X? Mhn‘Uu\@qulE\uoun.Abm Medial
lege, 1 . Wy rwis, Col (?ida
73, 1878 rzmovod to ll:mford Conn. Maur
Lewi, Alban ftedical ca:ge . THOMAS
VAN Al.s'nn, Albany Medical (.olfege, 1879; removed to
Richmondville, N.Y., 1880. P. B. CoLLIER, Long Island Col-

ital, 1866; Alban *EpwaARrD E. Bno\N.Alhny
lﬁna?‘éoﬂege, |8879 Ablny M. W. Brooxs, Univer.
y of Vermont, 73 removed to New York City, 1880,
S! l-‘ Havu, Alhan fedical College. 1877; Green l:hnd.
0. VaN DpER l'on.. Jr., College ynéau
1876; removed to New Y WiLLIAM (.muut.
f y Medical College, 1874; removed to New Yotk.
10!!’4 D. R. MCALLISTER, Allnny Medical College, 1
Ibany. THoMAS FEATHERSTONMAUGH, Albany Med
College, 1877; 1882, nmoved to New York. SitzLbox
Xoomus. Albany Medical College, 1879; removed to
uburn, 188
i ;‘?:.ﬂ 'nl‘)’n.u:% C. CAlfl.BAlban] Moc‘agln&llege. 18‘1:"
ands. *Turo. P. BaiLry icilans
1880; Aftany. A. B. CAscER® Albony Medical
College, 1880, ‘Flu\mt J. MerrinGTON, Albany Medi-
cal College, 1880; Albany *San’L R. Morzrow, Colicge
Physicians and Suryeons, 1 &Z: Allany. Junn W, GouLn,

Albany Medical Col rc, 1 Jonn J. Winrs,
Albany Medical 1879. remoml to Y;;k.
15753
ysicians

‘(mon’ctE. ELuENDORP, Albany Muodical
Hollow. M. R. C. , College
and Su 18 TiiodAs D. Worbex, Albany
Medical College, 1880; removed. Lnlulm B. Hol‘l'.
Reer! Kioany Mediss 'College.sso "msd' died Ja
EAY, 1879;
1881, 38.’ DanizL qu,Qmu Uni ""'3.».
; removed to Ireland.,

1881, *Crorax S. MuxnsoN, Albany Medical Coll&
1880; Albany. jomo F. Lockwoon, Albany Medical .
kﬁ; Wisconsin, S. EpwAzDp ULLMAN,

ny hedlcal Oollqge. 1880; Albany, °T, W, Nxriis,
lluy Medical College, 1881' Albany, °W. J. Nzium,
Albany Medical College, 1319. Albany. °F, L, Cu-tl.
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Albany Mcdical College, 1881; Albany. *HowaArD MiL. 81 *CHARLES K Crawrorp, Albany )ledhl
LER, ny Medical 1881; Albany. *Howarb S. ?ege, | 1; Albany. °J. W. Rirzy, Albany Medical
PAINE, Albany Medical C lcse. 1881; Albany. *LAuRrex. College. 1882; Albany. ALTER W. ScuorFiELD, Alban 1
TINE RoOUCHEL, Buffalo Medical Collegc, Albany. | Medical College, 1882; removed to Massachusetts. *C.
TuoMAs G. HyLAND, Bellevue Medical C removed. Cut.vn, Albany Medical Col 1881; Albany. J. W.
CarroL H. Puirrirs, Albany Medical Collex \Vatervhet MANN, Alban }( fedical Coll 2; died 1
died February 14, 1883. C. W. GREEX, Allany Medical 84, %), H. Mrrcunut, ay Medical 1832;
College; removed. CitarLes F. benusron, Albany g BrowN, Albany Medical 183a;
Medical College; removed. Allnny *T. F. C. VAX ALLEX, Alhn Medi

1882, *\V. B.ﬁuw Albany Medical College, 1882; West 1882; Albany. ‘Joszrn D. ClAlG. Albany Medical .
Troy. °*SAMUEL Pn:u. Vermont Academ ‘yol Medicine, lege, 1884;: Albany. °*Epcar C. HALLENBECK, Bellevue
1840; West Troy. FRANK S. PeTERS, Albany Medlcal Medical 1881; Bethlehem. G. S. Kxicxzm-
College, 1874; dicd 1883. *HEeNRY Hux, Harvard Medical | socker, College Phci:iam and ; removed.
School, 1879; llnny. *GEORGE E. Lyoy, Albany Medical | C. C. Scuuvrzr, Albany Medical s Troy (nom-
Collcge. 1882; \West mgm *W. H. FowLer, Jefferson | resident),
Medical College, 1879; Al ‘D.\vm FLEIsCHMAN, Al. . 1885, *SeLwi¥ A. RussELL, Albany Medical
bany Medical , 18813

1883, *WiLLIAM

Scuu*rrt:u. Alhany Medical College,
1883; Albany. *Frank H. Fisk, Albany Medical College, . MedwdCollege 1883; Albany.

s My

Allnny

*FrepeRICK D. MORRILL, Albany
*Joun H. SxiLricorN, Ahny

I

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY FROM ITS ORGANIZATION.

Yun.! PRESIDENT. VICE-PRESIDENT. SECRETARY, TREASURER.
1806 | Hunloke Woodruff......... Wm. McClelland..........| Charles D. Townsend..... John G. Knaufl
\ o “ (1] (1]
: ' " . [ .
1 . [ .« e [}
1810 | “ s «“ Peter Wendell
1811 1 . [ 1] L
1812 Wm. McClelland. ......... Charlu D Townsend. ....| J. L. Van Deusen........ . s
1813 | Jonalhan l'.lghts... ........ de...coe cevannn. RomeynBeck ceectenns
18|4 ! Enslus \'illlama.... ...... .
' . (1] . (1} L]
8 | “ ohn Stearna. ........ .. «..| Peter Wendell....... ......| Joe A. Wing.
1817 : JohnStearns..............| James Low............... o b
.8's " [ . [1} L0
'8'9 ' . '] ' 1} L3
1820 ;| James Low........ seeses.| Willlam Bay...cccoiannane I .
1821 Jonathan Eights. .......... o b «
1822 C. C. Yates..ovvveann.n.. o William Humpfrey........ “
1823 William Bay cecsssesasss..| Jonathan Eights........... s o
1834 i “ “ Barcnt P. Staats.
22 s . Peter Van O’Linda,
JoelA.\\'mg...... ....... Peter Williams............ “ John W. Hinckley.
l “ Peter Van O’Linda. ...... .
183 Platt Williams. ... ........] Charles ). Townsend..... James P. Boyd..... resese Roger
1829 ' . Barent I. Staats. ......... s Edward A, Leonard.
lgjo Charles D Townsend...... “ Luke Wellington..........| Isaac Hempstead.
1831 . e .
lgsz l Alden M.arch ........ «eses] Guy Spalding............. Elisha S. Burton..........| Carroll Humpfrey.
1833 ! . " () “
1834 | Barent P. Staats. .......... B. B. Fredenburgh. . .| Herman Wenddll... ......| Jarvis Bamey.
183 “ Peter B. Noxon..... “ it
18, . Alva W, Rockwell . L “
1837 | John W. Bay........... «.| L. G. Warren...... ......| Abraham Groesbeck ...... ohn F. Townsend.
1838| ames P, lloyd cececsesess| Peter \lc\anghtou ..... “ Greene,
1839 | “ Henry Van O'Linda.
1840 | Jonathan Eights........... s Peter Van Buren. ........ “
1841 | Peter \an ..... eesss| John S. Van Alstyne ......| llenry Greene...ccoecee. “
'8‘3 .. [1} 1]
1343 “ “ onathan Case........... | E. B. O'Callighan.
1844 | Thomas Hun.............} llenry Van O'Linda. ......| John Cmpbel!........... s .
phy Mason F.‘Coguéll }t’..m'll"ho(l::“"“ s “
. . ®Sesecnste LE A RN NN X Lo
|§3 . peon. . V. P. Quackenbush ,...| C. C. Waller,
1 James McNaughtoa........| John Swinbnme.. cesenans lenjamin A, Sheldon...... “
1849 s o J. B. Rossman,
|§so James H. Armsby.........| Wm. F. Carter. ........... o .
1 s‘ (1] ] (1} (1}
:gg; J.V. P guckenlnah... ..] U.G. Blg.dow............ Sylveder“D. Willard ......[ C. C. Waller.
3 . . “
1854 | Uriah G. Bigelow.........| Samucl I, Freeman....... o o
18 (0 g [ (1)
:gg Samucl I‘l: Freeman. ......| Sylvester D. Willard ..,...| Lovl Moore........o.000..] Willlama H. Balley.
[} (1] (1]
385; Sylvester D, Willard. ......| 8. O. Vanderpodl..... .... " "
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'OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.—CoxtiNuvan.

Year. PRESIDENT SECRETARY. TREASURER.
] William F. Carter.........| S. O, Vanderpoel.........] Levi Moore.............. William H. Bailey.
lm S. O. Vanderpodl. .... ....| Leonard G. Warrea. ......| Oscar H. Young.......... George H. Newcomb.
1 ] -
1862 | Howard Townsend........ ‘Heary March.
1863 | Peter McNaughton. . «| Levi Moore...... ........[| J. R. Boulware,... ....... “
1864 | Peter P.Staats. ........... H. R. Haskins.
1 Levi Moore....ocooenecaas F. L. R. Chapin.
1 ames E. Pomfret......... Thomas Beckett.
1 H.Sabin.....cc0cnaeee -
1 {ama L. Babcock....caae.| J. W. Moore........ .....| Charles II. Porter........ Andrew Wilson.
1869 | William H. Craig “
1870 | Wilham H. D. V. O'Leary.
1871 | J Lewi....ccccccaee.] Amos Fowler.............| John M. Bigelow.......... T .
1872 | Albert Van Derveer........| A. Shiland.... ....c.......] Frederic C. Curtis,....... Wiliam H. Murray.
1873 | John Swinburne. W. H. T. Reynolds.
1874 | James S. Bailey...... by .
1813 March........cc000s D, H. Cook.
187 N. N A. T. Van Vranken.
18 les A. Robertson H. E. Mecreness.
: fgﬁm ......... G. L. U;-n.
1879 | John M. Bigelow..... .
1 A. Shiland.......... bl
1881 | Jacod S. Mosher M. J. Lewi.
1882 orman L. Snow..........
1833 | Herman Bendell...... ....
1884 | J- D. Featherstonhaugh.... Uriah B. La Moure,

The publications of the society have been quite
remarkable. The entire Transactions of the society
have been printed in three volumes of 400 or s00
pages. The first was prepared by Dr. S. D. Wil-
lard, and extends to 1850; the second,chiefly by
Dr. J. S. Bailey, covers the next twenty years, and the
third, chiefly by Dr. F. C. Curtis, recently printed, is
filled by the ten years following, down to 1880. These
volumes contain biographies of nearly two hundred
members, and a number of portraits of deceased
and prominent members. The society also has
maintained for five years a monthly journal, the
ABRany Medical Annals, Dr. March, in 1830,
wrote “A Plea for Establishing a Medical Journal
in Albany.” Our periodical, which is largely
made up of material presented at the monthly
meetings of the society, has a considerable circula-
tion outside of the society’s territory, and extracts
from it frequently appear in other journals. ‘The
Editorial Committee are Drs. F. C. Curtis, A. Van
der Veer, Lorenzo Hale, ]J. B. Stonehouse and
Willis G. Tucker. Probably no other society in
the country has done so much in the matter of
publication. .

The cholera epidemic of 1832 was an importént
epoch in the annals of medicine. This discase,
which in its European and American history be-
longs to this century, made its first- appearance on
this continent at Quebec in 1833, and a fortnight
later broke out in Albany, It justly created great
alarm, At the request of the Mayor, a meeting of the

Medical Society was called to devise means to arrest
its progress, and a staff was organized, consisting
of Drs. Eights, Wing, Greene, Boyd, Townsend,
Wendell, James, McNaughton and March. The
physicians of the city met every evening at the City
Hall, where an album was kept in which to¢nterthe
names of the deceased. The number of reported
cases was 1,147, of which 422 were fatal. Two
years later, on a fresh outbreak, there were 124 cases,
with 78 deaths. No such fatal disease had pre-
vailed since the small-pox epidemics of ecarly his-

tory.

Conspicuous among the younger men then was
Dr. James P. Boyd. His faithful work at that
time gave him an impetus, and he secured a posi-
tion which made him for very many ycars one of the
first physicians in the city. The brothers James
and Peter McNaughton were older by several ycars.
The former had been a professor in a medical
school then for twelve ycars, and at the time of his
dcath, in 1874, he was the scnior teacher of medi-
cine, probably, in the world. Hc was made at
this time President of the Board of Health, and
wrole a paper on the disease, which was in much
demand. His brother, in a less public way, was,
perhaps, even more activeas a practicing physician,
Both of them, in civil as well as medical relations,
were for half a century among the first citizens of
Albany. The brothers Staats, of the same name as
our carliest historical physician, were well known
men here for many years, The elder, Dr, Barent,
was prominent in politics, and was also a trustee of
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numerous mercantile concerns, He was at this
time Health Officer of the port. Dr. Alden March
was a well-established physician, having come here
from New England in 1820. In the fifty years that
he practiced he made a world-wide reputation as a
surgeon and teacher. ‘The Doctors Beck were, in
some respects, the most remarkable men in our
history. One of them was sent at this time by the
Govemor to visit the northern frontier for the pur-
pose of procuring information and organizing
boards of health. Dr. T. Romeyn Beck is known
over the civilized world as the author of *¢ Medical
Jurisprudence.” Both of the brothers devoted most
of their lives to teaching and scientific literature.
Younger than any of them was Dr. Thomas Hun,
just entering practice then, and the only one of that
time now living, having, however, well earned retire-
ment from active work by over fifty years of service,
which brought him a reputation second to none in
the country. ‘This strong body of men, most of
them of thorough literary and medical education,
formed the body of the profession through the two
middle quarters of this century, and all of them
lived so nearly up to the present time that there are
few Albanians to whom they are not perfectly
familiar. They had a hand in every important
event, professional or civic, that transpired through
the long period that they worked together, during
which the city doubled its population two or three
times,

As in the last century the wars were important
periods in our mecdical history, so in this. In the
war of 1812, which was partly at our door, a few
of the local physicians were engaged. Most proin-
inently was Dr. Platt Williams, a graduate of Wil-
liams College, and prepared by a long course of
profcssional study. The war broke out soon after
he began to practice, and he immediately received
from Gov. Tompkins the appointment of surgeon
to the Sccond Regiment of Rifiemen. He served
through the war on the Niagara frontiers. Two
years later, having returned to Albany, he was ap-
pointed post surgeon of the cantonment at Green-
bush, and retained the position till its abandon-
ment in 1822,

Dr. Henry Greene, a native of Rhode Island, im-
mediately after his graduation in 1814, was made
assistant surgeon of the Twenty-fiith Regulars, and
saw hard service in Canada, rcmaining in the army
till peace was declared. He came to Albany in
1828, was prominent here in the cholera epidemic,
and was one of the first faculty of the Medicat Col-
lege.

. those of to-day.

Dr. Joel A. Wing was for thirty-eight years a
physician of Albany. Almostas soon as he gradu-
ated he was, without his knowledge, appointed .
surgeon in the army, which he did not accept, so
that his connection with the war was but nominal,
He, however, was made post surgeon of the Green-
bush barracks in 1844. On his first visit to the
barracks, being young, undersized and unimpres-
sive, he was treated with some insolence by the
orderly, or nurse. He knocked the man down,
and it took all the money he had to pay the fine
imposed by the justice ; buthe secured wholesome
respect afterward. Dr. Wing worked very hard in
the cholera epidemic and was himself taken with
the disease, his recovery speaking well for his asso-
ciates. In the course of his life he held various
important civil positions.

The Mexican war was enacted at a remote point,
and none of the profession of this county appears
to have served in it

The late Civil war furnishes a point around
which to group a very considerable number of the
men and cvents of our peaceful profession. The
men who participated in it were for the most part
Its outbreak found Dr. S, O.
Vanderpoel, then one of the most active physicians
in the city, in the office of Surgeon-General of the
State, which place he filled from 1859 to 1863,
under Gov. Morgan. It gave him the medical
direction in the formation of all regiments sent
from this State, the examination of all applicants
for and filling of all vacancies in the medical staff
of each regiment. He had at the end of his term
of service over 600 surgeons in the field. ‘He
established promotion by grade in medical corps
instead of regimental. During a portion of Mc-
Clellan’s advance in the Peninsula, and in the first
battle of the Wilderness, he went as volunteer sur-
geon. Subsequently he was inspector of hospitals
for the Sanitary Commission.. ARer the war Dr.
Vanderpoel was for eight years Health Officer of
the Port of New York. He was also for many
years on the Medical College faculty and physician
to the hospitals, In 1881 he removed to New
York City.

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush was Surgeon-General
from ’63 to '65, under Gov. Seymour, and carried
out its arduous duties almost to the end of the war
He spent his entire professional life in Albany, one
of its prominent physicians, a leading citizen and a
most popular lecturer at the Medical College and
hospitals, -

Dr. 8. D. Willard succeeded him in official posi-
tion, but died during the same year. He had pre-
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viously seen considerable service at the front as
volunteer surgeon, especially in 1862, after the
battles of the Peninsula, to look after New York
soldiers. ‘The profession, of Albany especially, is
" indebted to him for much laborious work on medi-
cal and historical literature, and Willard Asylum
was justly named after him for his efforts toward its
establishment.

Dr. James D. Pomfret was Surgeon-General from
'65 to 69, under Gov. Fenton. In '62 he was ap-
pointed surgeon of the 113th Regiment, which was
raised entirely in this county ; it was changed to
the 7th Heavy Artillery, and till May, '64, was
placed in the defenses of Washington, during
which time he acted as Brigade Surgeon. It then
being sent to the front, he was made Division Sur-
geon, and later Surgeon-in-Chief of the 2d Army
Corps. After his return home he had charge of the
Soldiers’ Home here and was connected with the
* college and hospitals.

Dr. Jacob S. Mosher was the last of the Albany
physicians to hold the office of Surgeon-General,
from ‘69 to '73, under Gov. Hoffman. He served
as volunteer surgeon from his graduation in '63 to

the close of the war in the hospitals of the Army of

the Potomac and at Washington. While there he
was appointed Asst. State Medical Director at
Washington, holding the position till '67. From
*70 till ’76 he was Deputy Health Officer of the
Port of New York, was on the Yellow Fever Com-
mission appointed by Congress, and till his death,
in 1883, was prominent in various departments of
medicine and in civil life, being one of the most
variously gifted men Albany has ever hac.

Dr. J. W. Moore entered the navy in "61 as Asst.
Surgeon, and served in the Chesapeake Bay and
Potomac River for fourteen months as Surgeon of
the Flotilla, participating in many battles, begin-
ning with that of Sewall’s Point, the first naval
battle of the war. He was in the same fleet with
the Monilor during its fight with the Aferrimac.
Healso served in the North Atlantic Squadron and
was Fleet Surgeon of the St. John’s River Flotilla.
For six months he was with the frigate Florsda,
which was fitted out to- cruise for the Alabama.
After serving for a year in the U. S, A. General
Hospital he returned home to Cohoes, where he has
since been actively engaged in private practice.

Dr. ]. Savage Delavan was appointed Asst. Sur-
geon, 16gth Infantry, in ’63, but notbeing mustered,
owing to lack of numbers in the regiment, entered
hospital service at Washington. Afier a time he
was commissioned by Gov. Buckingham st Asst.
Surgeon, 1st Connccticut Artillery, and remained

with that regiment through the war, declining the
surgeoncy of ist N. Y. Cavalry, offered him by
Gov. Seymour. He was in all the artillery battles
before Petersburg down to the repulse of the Con-
federatesat Fort Steadman, and was at the ‘““mine”
and the taking of Fort Fisher. Before the war he
was for some time Pension Examining Surgeon, and
was again appointed after the war. He was Vice-
Consul at Geneva, Switzerland, for two years
Having resumed practice in Albany, he is one of
the physicians to the Homceopathic Hospital, and
has been one of the three State Commissioners of
Health of the State Board of Health since it was
first organized.

Dr. Herman Bendell served in the Army of the
Potomac and of the Shenandoah from ‘62 to the
close of the war. He was first appointed Asst.
Surgeon, 6th N, Y. Artillery; in December, ’64, he
became surgeon of the 86th N. Y. Vet. Vols. During
the final campaign to Richmond he was surgcon
in charge of the Depot Field Hospital. He was
discharged as Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel, N. Y.V,
After the war he was Superintendent of Indian
Affairs in Arizona Territory, and has now for sev-
eral years been engaged in private practice here.
He now holds the office of Pension Examining
Surgeon. )

Dr. Samuel B. Ward during a part of 1862 was
in the service of the Sanitary Commission on trans-
ports of sick to northern ports, In September of
that year he became, by contract with the Medical
Director of the Department of Washington, acting
Medical Cadet, and afterward acting Assistant Sur-
geon. Having obtained his degree in medicine, he
was appointed, after examination, Assistant Surgeon,
New York Voluntcers, by President Lincoln, and
served till the close of the war. He has been con-
nected with the National Guard since 1872, being
now surgeon of the Ninth Brigade. He came to Al-
bany in 1876, and has since been one of the faculty
of the Medical College and connected with the hos-
pitals.

Dr. Charles A. Robertson was commissioned Sur-
geon of the 159th New York Voluntcers in 1862,
He was at Irish Bend, the sicge of Port Hudson,
Donaldsonville and Vermillion Bayou. Before
Port Hudson, he was acting Division Surgcon of
Field Hospitals. He was on special service through
the Téche country. Prior to the war he had prac-
ticed ophthalmology in Boston, and afier his ser-
vice he came to Albany and was the first specialist
in this branch of practice, in which he was remark-
ably skillful. He was attached to several haspitals
and had a large practice till his death in 1880, .
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Dr. Thomas Helme, of McKownsville, was com-
missioned Assistant Surgeon, 148th New York Val-
unteers, in November, 1863. His grandfather wasa
revolutionary soldier and a prominent man in Rhode
Island; his father was in the war of 1812 in some
military capacity. In 1865 Dr. Helme was pro-
moted to Surgeon of the 85th Regiment. He saw
service in the Carolinas and Virginia, was in all the
battles before Petersburg, and at the taking of Fort
Harrison was wounded while on a charge, so that
he was laid up for several wecks. Otherwise he
was on active service to the close of the war, when
hereturned to this county, where he is still in active
practice.

Dr. Charles H. Porter was made Assistant Sur-
geon, joth New York Volunteers, in November,
1862, but was not mustered. In January, 1863, he
was commissioned Surgeon of the Sixth Artillery, to
which regiment Dr. Bendell was attached, serving
with it to the close of the war, being mustered out
with the rank of Brevet Culonel, New York Volun-
teers. He has since practiced in Albany and for
several years has becn one of the pension examin-
ing surgeons.

Dr. Alexander H. Hoff came to Albany in 1853,
and was Surgeon-General from 1854 to1856. For
several years he was examining surgeon at the
United States rendezvous here.  He entered the
army as Surgeon of the Third New York Volunteers,
becoming the same yvear Medical Director under
Gen. Fremont, and Chief of Hospital Supplies. In
1864 and till the close of the war he was Medical
Director of Transportation. In 1867 he cntered
the regular army as Surgeon and Brevet Colonel,
United States Voluntcers, and remained in the
service till his death in 1876. His son is now
Assistant Surgcon, United States Army. .

Dr. N. L. Snow entered the scrvice as Assistant
Surgeon, 153d New York Volunteers, in August,
1862, was promoted Surgeon, February, 1864, and
was discharged October, 1865. He was in the
defense of Washington, was with Sheridan in the
Shenandoah, and with Banks on his Red River
- campaign.  During the summer of 1865 he was
Health Officer of the District of Savannah. He
practiced a number of years at Canajoharie, and
about 1875 came to Albany. He has hospital and
college connection, and is now President of the
Board of Aldermen.

Dr. Albert Van Der Veer was appointed Medical
Cadet at the Ira Harris Hospital in June, 1861,
The following year he was made Medical Cadet in
the army, being one of the original one hundred.

He scrved in this capacity at Columbia College
»

Hospital, \Washington, until December, 1863, when
he was appointed Assistant Surgeon, 66th New
York Volunteers, joining his regiment at Fal-
mouth, Va. In August, 1864, he was promoted
surgeon of the same regiment. For over two
years he was surgeon in charge of one of the oper-
ating tables of the First Division Hospital, Second
Army Corps, during the time also having charge
of locating the hospital supplies, building winter
quarters, etc. He was mustered out with his regi-
ment, which had participated in many of the bat-
tles of the Army of the Potomac, August, 186s,
and returned to Albany, where he has since been
engaged in active practice. Since 1876 he has
been a member of the Medical College Faculty as
Professor of Surgery, in which department he is
pre-eminent in the annals of Albany, besides hav-
ing a very extensive general and consulting practice
in a large region about this city. He is a frequent

" contributor to medical literature, and is a member

of many home and foreign societies, being at this
time President of the State Medical Society.

Dr. A. B. Huested served as Hospital Steward
of the 113th New York Volunteers (Seventh Heavy
Arntillery) from 1862 to 1864, the regiment being
on garrison duty near \Washington. March, 1864, he
became Assistant Surgeon, 215t New York Cavalry,
and served as such till July, 1866, seeing very active
service in the Shenandoah and on the overland
stage route north of Denver, along which the
regiment was distributed after the war. He has
since resided in Albany, and is now one of the
faculty of the College of Pharmacy.

Dr. George H. Newcomb was commissioned,
August 1862, Assistant Surgeon, 113th New York
Volunteers (Seventh Heavy Artillery) and served
with it till May, 1865, being promoted Surgeon,
February, 1865.  This regiment, which was raised
in this county, was on garrison duty at Washington,
and saw service, in all of which he participated,
from Spottsylvania to Petersburg.

Dr. George T. Stevens was Surgeon 77th New
York Volunteers from October, 1861, to December,
1865, and was present at nearly all the battles of
the Army of the Potomac after the first Bull Run,
and of the Shenandoah under Sheridan, In 1862
he was appointed Operating Surgcon of the Third
Brigade, and during periods was in charge of the
division hospital. After the battles of the Wilder-
ness, he had charge of wounded officers of the
Sixth Corps, who were taken to Fredericksburg.
He has contributed largely Yo the surgical bistory
of the war and is author of ‘‘Three Years with
the Sixth Corpa” He practiced in Albany for
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several years after the war, and for a time was con-
nected with the Medical College; he now resides
in New York.

Dr. P. M. Murphy entered the service as Assist-
ant Surgeon, 134th N. Y. V., March, '64, and was
maustered out with his regiment, June, ’6s. He
was in the Army of the Cumberland, in the South-
east, with Sherman, and in the March to the Sea;
he participated in all the engagements of the
20th Corps—about twenty-sevén in all. He was
commissioned Surgeon of the 8gth Regiment, but
not mustered. Since the war he has resided in
this city.

Dr. A. A. Edmeston entered service as Assist-
ant Surgeon, 18th N. Y. V,, in ’61, and was soon
after promoted surgeon of the ga2d Regiment, and
served through the war. He participated in many
of the battles, whose names are familiar, in Vir-
ginia and North Carolina. Once he voluntarily
accompanied a body of sick and wounded men to
Libby Prison and remained there several weeks.
While in the army he contracted chronic diarrheea,
from which he never recovered ; he died in 1871.

Dr. Frank J. Mattimore was appointed Assistant
Surgeon, 18th N. Y. V., in 1862. He saw arduous
service at Antietam and the disaster of Fredericks-
burg. He was mustered out with his regiment in
1863 and returned home, where he died a few
months later from the effects of swamp fever which
he had contracted in the service.

Dr. Wesley Blaisdell was also a martyr to the
war. He was a practitioner of Coeymans, and in
August, ’62, enlisted as Assistant Surgeon, 113th
N. Y. V., being transferred a few months later to
the 75th Regiment. In July following, having
served at the siege of Port Hudson, he resigned.
After a short time he went back to the army and
was sent to Newburn, where he contracted yellow
fever, which terminated fatally.

Dr. C. B. O’Leary was professionally connected
with the army almost throughout the war, with in-
tervals, and with various regiments He was
Assistant Surgeon of the 25th and 145th Regi-
ments, and Surgeon of the 175th, serving with the
Army of the Potomac and at Port Hudson. He
returned to Albany, and died here in 1877. His
brother, Dr. D. V. O'Leary, was 1ecently health
officer and is now postmaster of the city, being
also on the medical staff of St. Peter’s Hospital.

Dr. Wamner Van Steenberg entered the army in
'61, as Assistant Surgeon, ist N. Y. Inf; a year
after was promoted Surgeon of the 55th, and afier-
ward was transferred to the 120th. . He was mus.
tered out with his regiment, with the rank of Brevet

Licutenant-Colonel. He settled to practice in
Cohoes, where he remained until his death in 1880,

Dr. P. L. F. Reynolds was commissioned As-
sistant Surgeon, 16g9th N. Y. V., September, ’62;
he resigned December, ’63. The regiment saw
service in Virginia and the Carolinas. In March,
’65, he receiveda commission as Assistant Surgeon,
94th N. Y. V., but was not mustered. He is now
practicing in Albany.

Dr. William, H. Craig, then a practitioner for
eight yearsin this city, was commissioned, October,
’62, Surgeon 177th N. Y. V., a regiment which -
was raised in Albany, to serve ninc months, and
seeing service at Ponchatoula, Scivique's Ferry and
Port Hudson. He remained with his regiment
until the expiration of its service. Since the war
he has resided in Albany, and has for several
years held the office of postmaster.

Dr. Jephtha R. Boulware scrved as Assistant
Surgeon of the same regiment with which-Dr. Cnaig
was connected, the 177th, as did also Dr. Oscar
Young, who resided here for several years. Dr.
Boulware has been a prominent practitioner in
Albany since his war service, and for a time was
Surgeon of St. Peter’s Hospital.

Dr. Henry R. Haskins was commissioned Sur-
geon of the 192d N. Y. V., which was partly raised
in this county, in February, '65, and was mustered
out in the August following. He practiced in
Albany till his death in 1884; was for several years
Professor of Anatomy at the Medical College, and
was prominent especially as a surgeon.

Dr. Thomas Beckett was made Assistant Surgeon,
25th N. Y. Nat. Guard, April, '61, and served
with it for five months in Virginia. October, 62,
was again mustered as First Assistant Surgeon 4th
Regiment (Corcoran’s Brigade), consolidated with
the 175th N, Y. V., and sent to Louisiana. For
atime he was detached and placed in charge of the
sick of General Emory’s Division. He accompa-
nied his regiment on the expedition to Plaquemine
and the Téche raid, and at the battle of Brisland
was three days and nights on the field; at Port
Hudson he had become so reduced in health that
he was discharged, June, ’63, with the rank of
Brevet Major, N. Y. V. In '65 he was placed
on duty as Acting Assistant Surgeon at the Ira
Harris Hospital here, and served to the end of the
war. A
Dr. Charles P. Staats was made Assistant Surgeon,
67th New York Infantry, in 1863, seeing service for
a year and a half with the Army of the Potomac.
After being mustered out with his regiment he
returned to Albany, where he died in 1884,
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Dr. John H. Wilbur, now a practitioner of
- Cohoes, enlisted in the 44th New York Volunteers
in 1861, and after two years’ service was discharged
" 'on account of physical disabilities. In September,
1866, he was commissioned by Gov. Fenton Surgeon

"+ of the 108th Infantry, and served till the regiment

disbanded.

Dr. R. H. Sabin, of West Troy, received a com-
mission as Assistant Surgeon, Seventh New York
Artillery, but was prevented by domestic affairs
from serving.

Besides these there were a number of Albany phy-
sicians who, while having no regular regimental
attachment, saw considerable service in army hos-
pitals and at the front after severe batdes. Dr.
Mason F. Coggswell, a practitioner here since 1833,
and having held various offices of responsibility, was
at the outbreak of the warappointed Examining Sur-
geon. He was surgeon of a post hospital in 1862,
and served as volunteer surgeon after the battles of
the Wilderness. In 1863 he visited hospitals in the
Vest with Dr. Thomas Hun, for the Christian Com-
mission. His death in 1865 was attributed partly to
his hard work in Virginia. Dr. J. V. Lansing was
examiner of recruits here, where a large number of
regiments were organized. He also served as con-
tract surgeon, or acting assistant. For many ycars
he was connected with the college and hospital

-here ; he died in 1880, while surgeon to Danne-
mora prison. Dr. Henry March was assistant volun-
teer surgeon, sent by the State in 186132 ; he was on
hospital service at Fortress Monroe and at Fred-
ericksburg.  Dr. Wm. H. Bailey, for many years
a leading physician of Albany, was sent to Wash-
ington and the army to look after the welfare of New
York troops, several times by the Governor and the
Christian Commission. He is now connected with
the Albany Hospital ; is one of the pension exam-
ining surgeons,and a late president of the State Medi-
cal Society. Similar special service was rendered
by Dr. John Swinburne, a sketch of whose life may
be found on another page, Dr. Levi Moore, Dr. J.
L. Babcock, and probably others. Dr. Alden
March gave his valuable services to the inmates of
the Soldiers’ Home located here. Dr. James
H. Armsby rendered the same patriotic service,
Dr. Irm M. Dclamater, Dr. S H. Frceman
and Dr. A. P. Ten Eyck were likewise con-
nected with the work in this home for disabled
soldiers,

Besides those who have served in a professional
capacity, there are a few among the physicians here
who may be mentioned for other service during the
War. .

Dr. O. D. Ball enlisted, November, 1861, in the
Third New York Light Artillery as Quartermaster-
Sergeant; in 1864 he was commissioned Second
Lieutenant, and a few months later was promoted
to First Lieutenant and assigned to duty as regi-
mental quartermaster, and for a time was acting
Assistant Adjutant-General. He went up the
James River with the army under General Butler
as ordnance officer, and was engaged in the pre-
liminary battles and siege of Petersburg, the
battles of James River and Wilson’s Landing. He
served through ‘the war and came to Albany in
1874, after several years’ practice in Otsego Crunty.

Dr. Edward E. Brown entered the service in
September, 1862, as First Lieutenant Fifth New
York Heavy Artillery, and was promoted Captain,
serving throughthe war. He saw service principally
in the defenses of Washington ; was engaged in the
taking of Harper’s Ferry. Since graduating at the
Albany Medical College he has practiced in Bethle-
hem, and now is settled in Albany.

Dr. E A. Bartlett, a descendant of the Dr.
Josiah Bartlett, signer of the Declaration of In-
dependence, enlisted as private in the Fourth
United States Artillery in 1863, for five years,
and participated in iwelve engagements of the
Department of the Cumberland and Tennessee.
He was wounded at Pulaski in January, 186s.
In 1866, the war having ended, he was, through
Senator Harris, discharged, in order to complete his
collegiate education. His professional life he has
spent in Albany. He is a contributor to literature,
general and medical, his latest work being a popu--
lar brochure on cholera.

Dr. F. C. Curtis enlisted in the spring of 1864,
with a large part of his college class, as private in
the joth Wisconsin hundred days’ regiment, and
saw service during the summer chiefly in the de-
fenses of Memphis.

Dr. Lewis Balch, although not in the army dur-
ing the war, may be mentioned as a prominent
medical officer of the National Guard, in which he
is a senior surgcon, 1oth battalion, with rank of
major. He is connected with the college and the
hospitals here, and is now healtk officer of the
city.

As completely as possible the military history of
medical men in this county has been presented in
recognition of the important relation that exists be-
tween war and the science of medicine.

During this century the city and county have
maintained the early repute for healthfulness, the
cholera cpidemics already referred to being the most
notable inroad upon it. The topography, soil and
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drainage are favorable to salubrity. The city espe-
cially is admirably situated, with its succession of
slopes and valleys draining rapidly into the all-ab-
sorbing river, and it needs but a decent attention to
artificial aids for removing waste and moisture, with
an abundance of pure water, to keep it the healthiest
city in the world.

The various medical institutions which have
been brought into existence during the century are
important features of our medical history. The
Albany Medical College was organized in 1838,
and is one of the oldest schools of medicine in this
country. As early as 1821 Dr. Alden March be-
gan to give a course of imstruction in anatomy by
lectures and dissections, and continued it until the
organization of the College; for ten years of the
time also holding the chair of anatomy and physi-
ology in the Vermont Academy of Medicine. He
began in 1830 to agitate the propriety of establish-
ing a college and hospital here. Soon after this
Dr. James H. Armsby became associated with Dr.
March in his private school, at the same time also
lecturing at the Vermont institution. He delivered
several courses of public lectures on anatomy, and
did much thereby to awaken the interest of promi-
nent citizens in the subject. This resulted in a
meeting of citizens in 1838, at which the prelimi-

_nary steps were taken toward its organization,
some of the best men in the city co-operating for
the purpose. Funds were subscribed, a faculty
and board of trustees selected, and the Lancaster
school building leased, rent free, of the Common
Council.  The first course of lectures began in
January, 1839, to a class of fifty-seven students,
and an extensive museum, chiefly contributed by
Drs. March and Armsby, was displayed to the
public. This museum has received further contri-
butions from Drs. March, Armsby, McNaughton,
Van Der Veer and others, until now it is one of the
largest in the country, and is still, on stated days,
open to the public. During the first few years Dr.
Armsby and Mr. Amos Dean, who was professor
of medical jurisprudence, delivered public lectures
in the evening, which added much to the interest
in the institution. In 1841 the Legislature made
an appropriation of $15,000 to it, and subsequently
$6,000, and the citizens of Albany contributed
810,000 for its establishment. The first class that
graduated npmbered thirteen.  Since then the col-
lege has contributed 2,000 men to the medical
force of the country, all over which they are scat-
tered, and many of them the leading men of their
localities. The college has had on its board of

trustees the first citizens of Albany, and the leading -
physicians have been on its faculty or board of
curators. Within a few years the demand for
higher education has been met by the requirement
of a preliminary examination of all applicants for
admission, by the establishment of a three years’
graded course of study, and by monthly written
examinations. But very few medical schools in
this country are thus exacting; this one, conse-
quently, stands high. The final examination by
the faculty is a written one, and afier it the gradu-
ate has still to pass another Ly the board of
curators. The course is not only scientific but
practical, by the exhibition of cases, operations
and laboratory work, and a number of prizes
stimulate the students to their best cfforts.

The following is a historical list of the college
faculty from its beginning until now, in the
order of their appointment: Drs. Ebenezer
Emmons, James H. Ammsby, David M. Reese,
Alden March, Henry Greene, David M. McLach-
lan, Amos Dean, Esq.; Drs. Thomas Hun,
Gununing S. Bedford, James McNaughton, Lewis
C. Beck, T. Romeyn Beck, Howard Townsend,
Ezra S Cam, J. V. P. Quackenbush, Charles H.
Porter, G. F. Barker, Jacob S. Mosher, S. O.
Vanderpoel, James E. Pomfret, John V. Lansing,
H. R. Haskins, Albert Van Der Veer, E. R. Peas-
lee, Meredyth Clymer, W. P. Sevmour, George T.
Stevens, John M. Bigelow, Maurice Perkins, Ira
Harris, Esq.,, LL D.; Drs. Willis G. Tucker,
William Hailes, H. E. Webster, M. A., Drs. John
Swinburne, Lewis Balch, Samuel B. Ward, John
P. Gray, Edward R. Hun, James P. Boyd, Jr., C.
S. Merrill, S. O. Vanderpoel, Jr., Franklin Town-
send, Jr., Frederic C. Curtis and Henry Hun,
Of these a few had but a short connection
with the institution, and a few were non-residents
of this city.

On the present faculty are: Dr. Thomas Hun,
LL.D., Dean, and Dr. S. O. Vanderpoel, LL.D.,
both Emeritus Professors; Dr. Albert Van Der Veer,
Surgery ; Dr. Maurice Perkins, Chemistry ; Dr.
John M. Bigelow, JMateria Medica; Dr. Lewis Balch,
Anatomy ; Dr. Samucl B. Ward, Practice of Medi-
cine; Dr. John P. Gray, Psichological Medicine ;
Dr. James P. Boyd, Obstetrics and Gynecology;
Dr. Willis G. Tucker, Chemistry ;- Dr. William
Hailes, Histology ; Dr. C. S. Merrill, Diseases of
the Eye and Ear; Dr. Franklin Townsend, Physi-
ology,; Dr. Frederic C. Curtis, Discases of lthe
Skn, and Dr. Henry Hun, Nervons Discases.
Dr. Henry March is Curitor of the Muscum, Dr.
E. Van Slyke, Demonstrator of Anatomy, and Dr.
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S. R. Morrow, Lecturer on Surgery. Dr. A. L.
Carroll, Secretary of the State Board of Health,
has also delivered a cousse of lectures on Hygiene.
Most of the faculty are connected with one or more
of the hospitals of the city. In years past summer
courses of lectures have been given, at which many
of the physicians of the city have assisted the regu-
lar faculty. These are now suspended, and the
regular course of six months lasts from early in
September till March. The Curators of the Col-
lege are: Drs. Samuel H. Freeman, William H.
Craig and Norman L. Snow, of Albany, Dr. James
D. Featherstonhaugh, of Cohoes, and Dr. Barent
A. Mynderse, of Schenectady.

The college owns a valuable library, particularly
rich in rare old works, much of which was selected
by Dr. T. Romeyn Beck. Ithas laboratories that
are extensive and complete, having been recently
rebuilt.  Alumni Hall, a wing of the college, is a
gathering place for all medical organizations, its
walls being covered with portraits of members of
the County Medical Society. There is a large
Alumni Association, holding annsal mectings on
commencement days, through whose members the
college gets much of its patronage.

The Albany College of Pharmacy is another
medical institution that deserves mention. Like
the Medical College, it is a department of Union
University by the Board of Governors of which it
was created in 1881. Its course extends over two
years, lectures being given in the evening. It is
required of the students to spend four years with a
reputable pharmacist. The faculty consists of Dr.
Willis G. Tucker, Dr. A, B. Huested and Mr. G.
Michaelis. The late Dr. Mosher was connected
with it up to the time of his death.

Albany. is fortunate in the possession of sev-
eral hospitals; a fact which spcaks well for its
benevolent spirit.  Reference has already been
madeto the military hospitals. The Albany Hospi-
tal was founded in 1849, For the first few years it
occupied buildings on the comer of Madison
avenue and Dove street.  In 1854 the present fine
building on Eagle street near the Medical College
was secured for it, having been used as a county
jail till then, and remodcled at a cost of over
twenty thousand dollars.  This was largely due to
the unremitting efforts of Dr. James H. Armsby,
to whom' more than any other citizen Albany is in-
debted for its educational and benevolent institu-
tions. He gave his professional services to the
hospital during his life, and raised over one hun-
dred thousand dollars for it by personal applica-

tion. In 1872 a large addition was built, and with
numerous and costly improvements since it has
been made one of the most perfect hospitals pos-
sible, with accommodation for about 150 patienta.
It has as an especial feature a large number of
private rooms, respectively fitted up by and named
after the various Protestant churches in the city,
and no hospital in the country is so homelike to
those so unfortunate as to need its care. Patients
taking private rooms may be attended there by
their own physicians. It is under the care of a
board of fifteen governors, whoare elected annually
by the members of the corporation, a gift of fifty
dollars entitling the donor to a vote for life. It is
supported by private contributions, by the income
of an endowment fand and from the rent of private
rooms, and by the payment from the city and county
towns for the care of the sick. The present staff of
the hospital consists of Dr. Thomas Hun, consult-
ing physician ; Drs. Samuel H. Freeman, Joseph
Lewi, John M. Bigelow and Samuel B. Ward, at-
tendmg physicians; Drs. Albert Van Der Veer,

William Hailes and Normon L. Seow, stteading
surgeons ; Drs. Cyrus S. Merrill and Herman Ben-
dell, eye and ear surgeons; Dr. William H. Bailey,
obstretrician ; Dr. James P. Boyd, gynecologist,
and Dr. Frederic C. Curtis, diseases of the skin.
The hospital has a dispensary for the care of out-
patients, to whom advice and medicines are fur-
nished gratuitously. It is open daily. Several
thousands are thus treated yearly.

St. Peter’s Hospital was opened in 1869, in the
building on the corner of Broadway and North Ferry
street, which was for many years occupied by
Stephen Van Rensselaer, son of the late Patroon
This building has been much enlarged by more re-
cent additions. It is in charge of the Sisters of
Mercy, with the co-operation of an advisory board
of forty gentlemen. Being near the railroads, it re-
ceives a great many cases of accident. It has also
a dispensary for out patients to which many, not
only from the city but from neighboring counties,
come for treatment, not less than twenty-five thou-
sand persons having been treated gratuitously there
since it was opened. The staffl of physicians con-
sists of Dr. Thomas Hun, Samuel B. Ward and
Daniel V. O'Leary, consulting -physicians; Drs,
A. Van Der Veer and Lewis Balch, consulting sur-
geons; Drs. Henry Hun, Selwyn A. Russell and
T. Kirk Perry, attending physicians; Drs. & R.
Morrow, P. J. Keegan and William Hailes, at-
tending surgeons; Dr. J. M. Bigelow, laryngo-
scopy and throat discases; Drs. C. S. Merill,
G. A. Munson and T. F. C. Van Allen, ophthalmic



HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.

and aural surgeons; Drs. James P. Boyd and
Franklin Townsend, obstetric surgeons; and Dr.
F. C. Curtis, physician for diseases of the skin.

The Child’s Hospital, one of the most effective
institutions in the city, was organized in 1875. It
is under the charge of the Sisters of the Order of
the Holy Child Jesus. A board of lady managers
has the care of its financial management. The
total number of beds is 75, three of which are en-
dowed. It is mainly supported by voluntary con-
tributions. On its medical staff are Drs. Thomas
Hun and John Swinburne, consulting, and Dr.
Lewis Balch, Henry Hun and T. M. Trego, at-
tending physicians, Dr. C. S. Merrill having
charge of diseases of the eye and ear, and Dr. J. W.
Cox of the homceopathic ward.

The Albany City Homceopathic Hospital was
chartered in 1872, and in 1875 was consolidated
with the dispensary, which was incorporated in
1868. It is under the charge of a board of
managers, and its staff includes most of the
homeceopathic physicians of the city. The institu-
tion furnishes accommodation for 30 patients, a
large part of whom are charity cases, although it
has several private rooms for paying patients. Its
support comes from voluntary contributions and a
yearly appropriation from the city. The part that
homceopathic physicians have had in our medical
history will form a separate chapter.

. The Alms House Hospital and Insane Asylum
has capacity for the sick poor and insane of the
county. It is situated at the outskirts of the city,
on the grounds and under the management of the
Alms House officials, Dr. R. H. Starkweather
having its professional charge as city physician.

The work of the hospitals is very well supple-
mented by the Open Door Mission and the Hospi-
tal for Incurables, the youngest of the benevolent
institutions.  Their purpose is to care for the
indigent sick and crippled who, being incurable,
cannot be provided for by the hospitals. Besides
these there are a considerable number of asylums
and homes in the city which need and receive medi-
cal care. :

During the century Albany has grown ncarly
twenty times in population, Cohoes has become a
considerable city, and West Troy a large village of
thirteen thousand inhabitants. Instead of a dozen
physicians, mostly dwelling near the site of Old
Fort Orange, there are now not less than one hun-
dred and seventy-five throughout the county.
There is hardly a specialty in medicine which is
not ably and abundantly represented here. These,
with the hospitals, the medical school, the medical

journal, the exceptionally central and accessible
location of the city, and a body of general practi-
tioners of as high character and capability as any
in the country, have made Albany the metropolis
and center for an extensive territory. No locality is
more free from empyrics than is this city and
county of Albany; there is none in which the
espril du corps of the profession is better, and none
in whose history and development more able and
forcefal medical men have borne an active part.
It is an honor to be the chronicler of so good
representatives of a profession which is one of the
most useful in the elements of human weal and
advancement. Lack of space has prevented the
mention of many who should be spoken of and of
the high offices that have been held ; but enough
has been detailed to show the very considerable
part the profession has taken in bringing this old
place to its good position in history. However
rapidly Albany may grow in the future, its past and
present gives evidence that the medical profession
will keep pace with it in strength, energy and
capacity.

HISTORY OF THE INTRODUCTION AND
PROGRESS OF HOMCEOPATHY
IN ALBANY COUNTY.

BY H. M. PAINE, N. D., OF ALBANY, XN. Y.

This historical sketch embraces:

L History prior to the organization of the County
Homceopathic Medical Society.

1L History subsequent to the organization of
the Albany County Homeeopathic Medical Society.

IIL Abstracts of the Proceedings of the Society,
showing titles of papers and contributions to med-
ical science; also the position of the society regard-
ing the polemics of homceopathy.

IV. History of the Albany City Homceopathic
Hospital and Dispensary. '

l-—llml* PRIOR TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE
ALBANY COUNTY HOMGEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCl-
£TY,

The homceopathic system of medical practice
was first introduced into the City of Albany by Dr.
Augustus P. Bicgler, in the autumn of 1837.

At that early period only a few persons had
heard of the new system, and a still smaller num-
ber of its adherents were willing to trust it in
severe forms of discase, There were a few, how-
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ever, who were thorough converts to the new
method. Their confidence in the efficacy of ho-
meeopathic treatment was such that they adhered
to it alone, even in the most rapid and dangerous
diseases.

Among this class of firm believers in the new
system, the name of Rev. Dr. Myers, pastor of the
First Lutheran Church, deserves special mention.
The reverend doctor, at that early day, had pro-
cured from Leipsig a number of homceopathic rem-
edies and a small book, printed in the German
language, giving directions for the proper adminis-
tration of the medicines.

By these firm believers in homceopathy Dr.
Biegler was cordially welcomed and zealously
supported, and the system he represented, by tum
earnestly advocated and fearlessly defended.

Dr. Biegler was born in Prussia; he resided, at
the time of graduation from the University of
Berlin, at St. Wendel; his diploma is dated March
29, 1832, and bears the signature, among others,
of Christian G. Hufeland. He received letters of
recommendation from Dr. Hufeland and others to
professors in another German university, in which
also he pursued medical studies subsequent to his
graduation at Berlin.

He began the practice of homaeopathy at Albany
in November, 1837. In the next year (1838) he
passed the requisite examination, and was ad-
mitted to membership in the Medical Society of
the City and County of New York. -

Dr. Biegler remained in Albany until the spring
of 1840, when he removed to Schenectady, and in
the autumn of that year became a permanent resi-
dent of Rochester, Monroe County, N, Y.

During this journey westward, which occupied
several months, Dr. Biegler delivered lectures on
homaopathy in the principal cities along the
route. These lectures awakened great interest in
the new system, and resulted in the addition of
many converts to the homeeopathic method of med-
ical treatment.

Late in the autumn of 1840 Dr. Biegler left
Rochester for the purpose of visiting Hahnemann,
at Paris. He remained at that city about one
year. As a testimonial of esteem, Hahnemann
presented him with a beautiful carnclian stone
ring, on which a profile of the head of Hahnemann
was engraved; also a lock of his own hair, with a
note from Madame Hahnemann.

After his return to this country Dr. Biegler re-
sumed practice at Rochester, where he remained
until his death, which occurred in 1849, at the age

of 59 years. Dr. Bicgler enjoyed the rare oppor-

tunity of a long personal acquaintance with
Hahnemann,

Soon after Dr. Biegler's advent Dr. Rosenstein
established himself at Albany. The two physicians
formed a partnership in business, which was termi-
nated in a few months by the removal of Dr.
Rosenstein from the city.

Dr. Biegler was succeeded, in the spring of 1840,
by Dr. Charles Frederic Hoffendahl. Dr. Hoffen-
dahl was bomn, June 28, 1799, at New Branden-
burgh, in Mecklenburg-Strelitz. He began med-
ical studies at the age of seventeen years, at the St.
Joseph’s Academy of Vienna, a training school for
military surgeons.

In 1820, having passed his examination, he was
attached to an Austrian infantry regiment (entitled
Wurtemberg) and accompanied it during a cam-
paign in Ttaly. He then, in 1828, finished his
studies and obtained his degree at the Medical
University of Berlin.

It is probable that he became a homceopathic
practitioner soon after graduation, having previously
acquired a knowledge of homceopathy while in
the Austrian army, through the kindness of Regi-
mental Surgeon Schmidt.

Dr. Hoffendahl came to this country in 1837,
and settled at Philadelphia, where he remained
until 1840, when he became a resident of Albany.
He remained at Albany two years, and then, in
1842, removed to Boston, Mass., where he died,
April 24, 18632, at the age of sixty-three years.

In 1841 Dr. Isaac M. Ward, of Newark, N. J.,
came to Albany. After a very successful and re-
munerative practice of seven years, he retired to
New York in the autumn of 1847. Dr. Ward has
long since retired from active practice. He resides
(1885) at Elizabeth, N. J.

Dr. Charles H. Skiff came to Albany in 1843,
Dr. Skiff was born at Spencertown, Columbia
County, N. Y., May 12, 1808. The greater part
of his boyhood was spent with his grandfather,
Nathan Skiff, on Skiff Mountain, in the town of
Kent, Litchfield County, Conn. He was graduated
from the Berkshire Medical College, at Pittsfield,
Mass,, September s, 1832,

After the death of a dcarly beloved daughter
and a severe illness of his own, during which he
obtained evidences of the practical superiority of
the new over the old method, he fully adopted the
homaeopathic system.

He remained at Albany less than one year, and
thence, in the fll of 1843, removed to New
Haven, Conn., where he resided, with the ex-
ception of two years spent at Brooklyn, N. Y., to
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the time of his death, in 1875, at the age of sixty-
seven years.

He was the first physician to practice homceo-
pathically at New Haven; he was one of the
founders of the Connecticut State Homceopathic
Medical Society, and also one of the original mem-
bers of the American Institute of Homceopathy.

Dr. Henry D. Paine came from Newburgh,
Orange County, to Albany in 1845. He formed
a partnership in business with Dr. I. M. Ward.
The partnership continued two years, and was ter-
minated by the removal of Dr. Ward to New York.
Dr. Paine removed from Albany to New York in
the spring of 1865, where he is still (1885) partici-
pating in professional duties.

Dr. E. Darwin Jones began the practice of ho-
meeopathy at Albany in thespring of 1846. Hehad
been an old-school practitioner several years. On a
careful and thorough investigation of the homozo-
pathic system, he became convinced of its superior-
ity, and immediately adopted it in practice. At
the present time (1885) Dr. Jones is still engaged
in active practice at Albany. .

Dr. David Springsteed had also been an old-
school physician several years. He was induced
to read homeeopathic publications, and to test the
utility of homceopathic remedies in certain diseases.
After a prolonged examination, involving many
practical experiments, in the .spring of 1846, he
openly announced himself a convert to the new
system. Dr. Springsteed then resided in the town
of Bethlehem, Albany County. He removed to
the city of Albany in 1861.

By reason of advanced age, in 1880, he retired
from active practice and removed to Saugerties,
Ulster County, and subsequently, in 1882, to Brook-

Iyn, N. Y., where at the present time (188s),

although feeble in bodily strength, he is enjoying
the evening of life in the possession of all his men-
tal faculties. .

Dr. John Alsop Paine began practice at Albany
in January, 1847. Dr. Paine was born at Whites-
town, Oneida County, N. Y., July 10, 1795. He
received an academical education at Clinton,
Oneida County, N. Y., and was graduated from
the Medical Department of Yale College in the
spring of 183s.

In the course of his long and eventful career be
engaged successfully in practice in Volney, Oswego
Coanty; Paris, New Hartford and Utica, in Oneida
County, N. Y, and Newark, N, J., from which
place he removed to Albany. He remained six
years in Albany, and died at Lake Forest, Ill,
June 16, 1873, in the 76th year of his age.

He practiced the old-school system prior to the
year 1844, at which time, being detained several
weeks at Albany tor the purpose of giving evidence
in a suit to recover damages for injuries received in
this city by a patient who had been a long time
under his care, he availed himself of the oppor-
tunity thus afforded for witnessing the application of
the new system, as illustrated by the practice of
Dr. L. M. Ward, at that time a resident of Albany.

On returning to his home at New Hartford, he at
once instituted a series of trials, at first in cases in
which the usual old-school remedies had failed.
These tests resulted in demonstrating to his entire
satisfaction the availability of 2 method having a
far wider range of application—one opening up a
greater wealth of resources in its applicability in the
treatment of even the most dangerous and rapidly
fatal diseases—than any he had hitherto witnessed.
These advantages he quickly perceived and
speedily availed himself of in daily practice, and
held to them during the remaining yearsofhis pro-
fessional life with singular tenacity, seldom, ex-
cept under the most urgent necessity, cver resorting
to old school palliative or alterative treatment.

Dr. Paine was clected to a number of official po-
sitions in connection with the medical associations,
old-school and new, in which he held membership.

He was a skillful and successful physician; he
was genial in disposition, judicious and exemplary
in his daily life. His influence over his patients
was marked by characteristic cheerfulness, hopeful-
ness and unusual urbanity of manners. His
presence in the sick room was often an inspiration,
prompting a faithful co-operation in the use of the
remedial measures suggested.

He manifested decided originality in determin-
ing the active as well as the predisposing causes of
disease; hence his opinion regarding the diagnosis
of difficult and obscure cases was frequently de-
sired by his professional associates.

Dr. Henry Adams, son of Dr. Peter C. Adams,
was born at Coxsackie, N. Y., July 6, 1787. He
pursued the study of medicine under the super-
vision of his father, and was admitted to practice in
the twenty-first year of his age.

During the war of 1812 he was appointed sur-
gen in the American army, and was stationed at
Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y. At the close of the war
he returned to Coxsackie and resumed practice.

About the year 1846 he was persuaded to inves-
tigate the claims of homaopathy, and was not slow
to accept its principles as an improvement upon the
old method. His confidence in the new system
never wavered, .
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He came to Albany in 1848, remaining two
years. He removed to Cohoes in 1850, wherehe
resided to the time of his death, which occurred
July 6, 1857, on his seventieth birthday.

He possessed great individuality and originality
of method. He was firm and positive in his con-
vicions, and pursued a course, once decided on
afier mature deliberation, with untiring persever-
ance. He was a man of few words. His thoughts
and opinions were expressed in strong, terse lan-
guage and laconic sentences.

Dr. Horace M. Paine, son of Dr. John A. Paine,
was graduated from the Medical Department of the
University of the City of New York, in March,
1349. He at once began practice in Albany, re-
maining until 1855, when he removed to Clinton,
Oneida County, N.Y., where he resided until 1865,
returning that ycar to Albany.

Prior to the vear 1849 the accessions to the
ranks of homaopathic practitioners were from
among those who had been previously engaged for
several years in old-school practice. Dr. Paine was
the first young physician who began the practice of
homacopathy immediately after graduation.

Dr. Paine at the present time (1885) is a resi-
dent of Albany, and is engaged imn active
practice.

In 1851 a physician by the name of Brooks
came to Albany. He had been an old-school
practitioner fifteen or sixteen years, and had re-
cently become a convert to the new system. He
remained at Albany two or three years, and then
removed elsewhere.

Dr. William H. Randel was graduated, in the
spring of 1851, from the Medical Department of
the University of the City of New York, and im-
mediately thereafter began the practice of homao-
pathy in Albany.

Dr. Randel visited Europe in 1867, and spent a
greater part of a year in observing the results of
trcatment adopted in the principal hospitals in
England and on the Continent. He isstill (1883)
a resident of Albany, and is engaged in active pro-
fessional duties, .

Dr. James W. Cox was graduated, in the® spring
of 1852, from the Albany Medical College, and at
once began the practice of homacopathy in Albany.
He entered into partnership in business with his
former preceptor, Dr. Henry D. Paine. The
- partnership continued seven ygars, and was then
_ dissolved by mutual consent. Dr. Cox subse-
quently formed a partnership with Dr. John &
Delavan.  Dr, Cox ix, at the present time (1885),
engaged in practice in Albany,

»

Dr. C. G. Bryant was graduated, in the spring of
1852, from the Albany Medical College. He as-
sociated himself in business with his former precep-
tor, Dr. D. Springsteed. He remained one yearin
Albany, and then removed to San Francisco, where
he died in 1866.

Dr. Lester M. Pratt, of Fulton, Oswego County,
N. Y., came to Albany in August, 1854. He
was graduated in the spring of that year from the
Homu:opathic Medical College of Philadelphia.
He formed a partnership in business with Dr. H.
M. Paine, which continued one year, and was termi-
nated by the removal of Dr. Paine to Clinton,
Oneida County, N. Y. Dr. Pratt has, on ‘two
occasions, entered into partnership with Dr. John
S, Delavan. Dr. Pratt, at the present time (1885),
is engaged in active practice at Albany.

Dr. George H. Billings was graduated from
Castleton Medical College in 1857, and the same
year began the practice of homaopathy at Cohoes.
He remained at Cohoes seven years, and then re-
moved to Brooklyn. He retumed to Cohoes in
1870, where he is now, in 1885, engaged in active
professional duties.

These seventeen physicians, the pioneers of our
school in Albany County, espoused the homceo-
pathic system when its very name was, in the esti-
mation of the dominant school, a synonym of
reproach, and, as indicative on the part of the
homacopathist, of a deficiency of sound judgment.
Homa:opathists were regarded as visionary in their
conceptions and superficial in their attainments.
Many of the pioneers of homceopathy, however,
were men of profound learning; they were ripe
scholars, and were in full possession of all those
mental qualities required for originality of thought
and independence of action.

At that early day the opposition to homceopathy
was intense. The intimation of the slightest predilec-
tion toward the new system was sure to cover the of-
fender with obloquy, and ultimately result in al-
most complete professional ostracism.  The
homceopathist was speedily expelled from the
medical organizations to which he belonged, and
was henceforth debarred all professional fellowship
with his former medical associates. Hence, to
break away from esteemed [riends, and to cxclude
one’s sclf from the fellowship .of those whose aid
would be frequently cxtremely desirable, was a test
of courage and self-reliance to which few were willing
to subject themselves.

It has been rcpeatedly asserted that the eardy
homa:opathists renounced the old-school system of
practice on account of the probable pecuniary ad-
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vantages to be gained thereby. The pioneers
themselves, however, are conscious of being un-
influenced by mercenary motives. They adopted
the homceopathic system only after repeated trials
had proved its superior curative advantages, and
they adhered to it in the confident expectation that
these points of intrinsic excellence would ultimately
establish its claims for public recognitionand general
adoption.

They broke away from—nay, rather were driven
out of—the old-school because they believed that
they could more effectively serve the public; they
wereconfident of accomplishing better results in
practice; of saving a larger proportion of human
life, and of contributing to the diminution of the du-
ration and intensity of diseases which afflict man-
kind. Whether their reward would come dJuring
their life time they could not foretell; but of its
coming at some future day they had no reason to
doubt.

And when they relinquished the old method it
was a radical and entire separation. Indeed, the
completeness of the renunciation of old-school
methods is a marked characteristic of many of
the earlier converts to homceopathy. They appeared
to have a morbid dread of even an occasional
resort to the milder cathartics and narcotics, which
the younger homaoeopathists—those who have had
a shorter practical knowledge of the old methods
—have never experienced.

When they gave up the old system, they re-
nounced it wholly; when they adopted the new,
there was no reservation at any point in favor of
the old. There was no blending of the two op-
posite systems. The new method, to them,
seemed to act more in harmony with natural con-
servative forces, hence was considered preferable in
all carable diseases.

A review of the work accomplished by these
pioneers of our school in Albany County, even at
this early period, shows that their confidence in
the new system was well founded, and that we
are, at the present day, measurably enjoying the
fraition of their sell-sacrificing labor. -

Nine of the seventeen are still living, and with
one or two exceptions all are engaged in the
active duties of professional life.

1L —RISTORY SUBSEQUENT TO THE ORGANIZATION OF
THE ALBANY COUNTY HOM@OPATHIC MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

The development and progress of the homceo-
pathic school is indicated, approximately at least,
by the growth and influence of the number and

standing of its public and private institutions.
The history of the society and cognate organiza-
tions, therefore, marks the advances and resources
of the school and measures the degree of public
approval and adoption of its system of therapeutics.
The Albany County Homaopathic Medical
Society was organized at Albany, January 24,1861,
twenty-four years ago. It was organized under
the provisions of a general law authorizing the for-
mation of county homaeopathic medical societies,
passed in 1857.
The names of the members of the society are
as follows: .
1861. Dr. David Springsteed, Albany, 1861,
1863,
1861,
1861.
1861.
1884,
1861.
1883.
1861.
1862.
1864.
1866.
1867.
1867.
1867.
1867.

Dr. Henry D. Paine, Albany,
Dr. E. Darwin Jones, Albany, 1863.
Dr. Lester M. Pratt, Albany, 1864, 1878,

Dr. James W. Cox, Albany, 1867, 1882,

Dr. William H. Randel, Albany, 186s.
Dr. J. Savage Delavan, Albany, 1866.
Dr. William S. Baker, Cohoes, 1868.
Dr. Horace M. Paine, Albany, 1874.
Dr. Harman Swits, Schenectady, 1870.
Dr. Joseph C. Butler, Albany.
Dr. J. H. A. Graham, Berne.
Dr. Heman B. Horton, Albany.
1867. Dr. Joseph N. White, Amsterdam, 1869.
1868. Dr. James F. McKown, Albany, 1877.
1869. Dr. George A. Cox, Albany.
1869. Dr. P. L. F. Reynolds, Albany, 1873.
1869. Dr. Nelson Hunting, Albany, 1876.
1870. Dr. Edward A. Carpenter, Albany.
1870. Dr. John Smithwick, Albany.
1870. Dr. Stephen H. Carroll, Albany, 1871.
1871. Dr. Henry G. Preston, Albany, 1873.
1871. Dr. Phillip L. Cromwell, Albany.
1871. Dr. Edward C. Howe, New Baltimore.
1871. Dr. John H. Fitch, Gallupville,
1871. Dr. Frederick W. Thomas, Albany.
1871, Dr. George H. Billings, Cohoes, 1879,
1880, 1881.
1873, Dr. D. A. Cookingham, West Troy.
1873. Dr. Charles E. Jones, Albany, 187s.
1873. Dr. Townsend Bowne, Albany.
1873. Dr. William E. Milbank, Albany.
1874. Dr. Rufus Reed, Cohoes.
1874, Dr. Catharine E. Goewey, Albany.
1876. Dr. Howard L. Waldo, West Troy.
1876. Dr. R. B. Sullivan, Albany.
1876. Dr. James J. Wallace, Albany,
1876. Dr. John J. Peckham, Albany,

.
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1876. Dr. William H. Van Derzee, Albany.

1877. Dr. Edwin B. Graham, Albany.

1877." Dr. George H. Benjamin, Albany.

1877. Dr. John N. Bradley, Adamsville.

1877. Dr. G. P. H. Taylor, Stillwater.

1878. Dr. Wiiliam H. Griffith, Albany.

1878. Dr. Gertrude A. Goewey, Albany.

1879. Dr. Mary G. Pomeroy, Albany.

1879. Dr. George E. Gorham, Albany.

1882. Dr. Edward L. Crandall, Albany,

1882. Dr. Robert Kennedy, Green Island.

1884. Dr. Walter F. Robinson, Albany.

The first seven names are those of the original
members and founders of the society, those who
were present at its first meeting or united with
it during the first year of its cxistence ; the figures
at the right indicate the date of election to the presi-
dency ; those at the left, the date of election to
membership in the society.

Of the founders of the society, all are still living,
and, with one exception, all arc engaged in practice.
Of the remaining forty-three, all, except four or five,
are living, and are at the present time (1885) par-
ticipating in the duties and bearing the responsi-
bilities of professignal life. Of the whole number,
nineteen are residents of and active practitioners i
“Albany County. :

lll.. —ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY,
SHOWING TITLES OF PAPERS AND CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO MEDICAL SCIENCE; ALSO THE POSITION
OF THE SOCIETY REGARDING THE POLENICS OF
HOM@EOPATHY.

Abstract of Tilles of Papers Presented af Meelings
of the Socielv.—A large proportion of the reports of
scientific work accomplished by resident homaco-
pathists has been published in books or widely
scparated medical journals, hence no list showing,
cven approximately, the number and quality of
these papers is obtainable.  Neither do the records
of the society furnish evidence of a tithe of the con-
tributions to current medical literature.  Refer-
ence to the more prominent, however, of the papers
and reports presented from time to time and read
at its mectings show a wide range of investigation,
and results cxtracted from rich mines of practical
clinical experience. They are as lollows:

Discases of the Throat and Air Passages.—Car-
bolic acid in the trcatment of chronic laryngitis,
April, 1867; masal catarrh treated by inhalations,
August, 1870; hay fever, September, 1871; chronic
catarrh of the air passages, January, 1872; pneu-
monia, October, 1874; croup and diphtheria differ-
cntially considered, December, 1876; malignant

diphtheria, July, 1883; chronic tonsilitis, April,
1884.

Diseases of the Pelvic Organs.—Improved form
of speculum, January, 1867; carbolic acid in the
treatment of ulceration of the os uteri; for the re-
lief of leucorrhceal discharges, and for chronic
cystitis, April, 1867; fissure of the rectum, January,
1870; intra-uterine treatment by means of medi- .
cated suppositories, August, 1871; spermatorrikea,
three papers, September, 1871; difficult, tedious
and instrumental labors, September, 1871; puer-
peral convulsions, September, 1871; cnuresis noc-
turna, December, 1871; methods of intra-uterine
treatment, May, 1872; infiltration of urine into
cellular tissue, May, 1873; degeneration of the
placenta, July, 1882; congenital phimosis in an
adult, July, 1882; hygiene and therapeutics of
uterine and ovarian diseases, January, 1883; cases
of spasmodic dysmenorrheea, January, 1883; ap-
paratus for conveniently applying the hot water
douche, April, 1884.

Cerebral and Nervous Diseases.—Causes of in-
sanity, September, 1871; paralysis following diph-
theria, August, 1877; apoplexy, August, 187%;
tinnitus aurium, July, 1882; eerebral congestion, -
simulating yellow atrophy of the liver, April, 1884;
nervous and lung diseases, utility of erythroxylon
cocoa in the treatment of, October, 1868.

Diseases of the Skin.—Carbolic acid applied ex-
ternally for the cure of scabies, April, 1867; tania
capitis, April, 1869; varicella, April, 1878.

General Diseases.—Sporadic cholera, July, 1866,
dropsy, cases of, July, 1867; intermittent fever,
August, 1871; spinal meningitis, August, 1871;
lead colic, August, 1871; osteo-sarcoma of the su-
perior maxillary, September, 1871; local cellulitis,
Seplember, 1871; fungoid tumor, September, 1871;
records of two post mortems, September, 1871;
biliary calculi, September, 1871; typhoid fever,
December, 1871; tumor in the region of the sub-
clavian triangle, December, 1871; abdominal tu-
mor, January, 1872; cerebro-spinal meningitis,
April, 1872; constitutional predisposition to cer-
tain diseases, April, 1874; dysentery, April, 1874;
spinal meningitis, April, 1874; record of prevailing
diseases for six months, in connection with mete-
orological observations for the same period, Janu-
ary, 1877; iris versicola, for the relief of sick head-
ache, November, 1876 jodia in the treatment of
syphilis and scrofula, June, 1877; cancer of the
stomach, July, 1878; traumatic peritonitis, April,
1879; the utility of lycopus in the treatment of di-
abetes, April, 1879; the importance of having all
plumbing work done under competcnt supervision,

-
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July, 1879; the applicability of massage in the
treatment of certain diseases, April, 1879; record
of a post mortem, July, 1882; the use and abuse
of tonics, July, 1882; the deleterious effects of
feeding swine slaughter-house offal, October, 1882;
typhoid fever, October, 1832; urinary analysis and
Bright's disease, January, 1883; diabetes insipidus,
July, 1883; typhoid fever, April, 1884; therapeuti-
cal indications for the administration of pilocar-
pine, June, 1877.

The Polemics of Homeeopathy.—The contest be-
‘tween the old school and the homceopathic has
been a long and bitter one. Homceopathists jus-
tify themselves in maintaining adherence to the
tenets of their system on the ground of its superior
qualities when subjected to practical tests in the
treatment of disease. The old school, on the other
hand, justify their hostility to homceopathy on the
ground of the alleged absurdities of its principles.

Homceopathists admit that the theoretical for-
mulas promulgated by Hahnemann, regarding the
smallness of the dose and the methods by which
the medicines are prepared, are strangely absurd
and unreasonable; at the same time they hold that
these absurdities do not in any manner represent
the principles on which the homaoeopathic system of
therapeuties is constructed. They also hold that
the essential clements of homceopathy are reason-
able, sound, and an exemplification of a natural
law of cure.

Hence they further hold, that the measure of
liberality within the old school ought to have been
sufficiently broad to have afforded all the freedom
required by homceopathists in the exercise of a
right which every educated physician should be
permitted to enjoy, to the unrestricted employment
of any and all therapeutic methods extant. In
short, they hold that educational qualifications
alone should regulate membership and standing
in medical as in other scientific associations.

Happily time has softcned the asperities of the
old school. Indeed, many of the objectionable
features of old-school practice, which mainly, on
account of their repulsiveness, forced the homaeo-
pathic system into existence, have long since been
discarded, and many of the essential elements of
the new system have been substituted. All are
now willing to admit that the harshness of the old-
school method has heen greatly modified since the
introduction of the homaeopathic.’

The history of the Homaeopathic Medical Society
of Albany County embraces the second quarter
centennial covered by the great medico-cthical
controversy of this century, Its records show that

the members of the society have been active parti-
cipants in the work of securing for themselves and

their system a legal status equal in every respect
to that of their old-school rivals, The following

‘extracts, selected from many of similar import, set

forth the animus and purposes which have success-
fully controlled the active participants in the
polemics of homeopathy.

The first extract is taken from a report of the
procecdings of a meeting held December 9, 1873.
It has reference to the refusal of the American
Public Health Association to admit to its mem-
bership Dr. T, S. Verdi, a homceopathic ph;sxcnan,
residing at Washington, D. C.

Resolutions Prolesting Against the Illiderality of
the American Public Health Association.—How-
ever undesirable it may be, we are very frequently
reminded of the dissensions among medical men.
The origin and progress of the contest between the
two principal rival schools demonstrate the fact
that all overt acts of intolerance have been per-
petrated by our opponents. Homacopathists, in
every instance, have acted on the defensive.

It would appear that our old school oppo-
nents intend to continue this intornecine strife until
compelled, by force of public sentiment, to recog-
nize homwopathic physicians as equals, and en-
titled to all the amenities of professional inter-
course.

The only question at issue between the repre-
sentatives of the two rival schools is simply one in-
volving a difference of opinion regarding the ap-
plication of remedics in the trecatment of disease.
The old-school, according to the recent testimony
of professors in the medical dcpartment of the
University of Michigan, has *‘no general law” on
which to base appropriate treatment. The homaco-
pathic school, on the other hand, founds its system
of practice on a well-defined and philosophical
principle, which is applicable in a large per cent-
age of curable cases; hence its superior suc-
cess, * ¢ *

Homacopathists are clearly entitled to member-
ship in the National Association. They and their
friends in all parts of the country will, if necessary,
throw their whole influence into this contest, and
will continue to do so while necessity calls for
action. The old-school fraternity may as well
conclude, without unnccessary delay, that, in all
public affairs, they must consider homaopathists
equal with themselves in every respect, and entitled
to the full enjoyment of all the rights, privileges
and immunitics accorded any portion of the regu-
lar medical profession,



MEDICINE IN ALBANY COUNTY. .

The following resolutions weie unanimously
adopted :

\WHEREAS, Dr. T. S. Verdi, a graduate in medicine,
holding diplomas from various medical colleges, and a
practitioner in good and regular standing, has been duly
appointed a member of the Board of Health of the District
of Columbia by the President, which appointment has
been confirmed by the Senate of the United States ; and

Wiereas, The zcal, energy and success manifested by
Dr. Verdi, in the discharge of his duties as a member of the
Board of Health, has received the merited respect and con-
fidence of the people of Washington ; and

. WHEREAS, His Excellency, the Governor of the District
of Columbia, duly appreciating the services and integrity of
character of Dr. T. S. Verdi, appointed him a special san.
itary commissioner to visit European citics ; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Verds, in the performance of said official
functions, has exhibited in his recent mission to Europcan
citics unusual ability ; and

\VHEREAS, Dr. C. C. Cox, Presidcent of lbeBoard of Health
of Washington, being an active member of the American
Sanitary Association, has proposed the name of Dr. Verdi
for membership in the same ; and

WHEREAS, Said association, at its anmnl convention,
held in New York, November 12 to 15, 1873, declined
to elect I, Verdi 2 member, for no cause except
adhercice to homaropathy in his private medical practice ;
and

WHEREAS, Such a course must be considered arbitrary
and mischievous ; thercfore,

Resolved, That any association, the object of which -is
the advancement of general public interests, sanitary or
otherwise, which circumscribes its boundaries of member.
ship within the narrow limits of sects, either religious, medi-
cal or political, fails in its mission, and subverts the very
principles of its existence ; is contrary to the genius of Amer-
ican institutions, being a direct violation of the great prin.
ciples which involve the very foundation of free govern-
ment, and is guilty of a course of action as pernicious in
principle as it is unwisc and impolitic in practice.

RNesolved, That the American Health Association, in re-
fusing membership to two officers of the Board of Health
of the District of Columbia, appointed thereto by the Presi-
dent and confirmed by the Scnate of the United States, as
proposed by Ir. Cox, President of said Board of Health,
has, by that act, subverted the advancement of sanitary
reform for the bencfit of the people.

Resobed, That Des. T. S, Verdi and D. W, Bliss, being
both federal officers, cxercising their prerogatives of office
for the people of the District of Columbia, their proscrip-
tion from the Public Ilcalth Association is an insult to the
President and people of the District of Columbia.

Reselved, That the unanimity of public approval in the
removal of Dr. Van Aernam, late Commissioner of 'ensions, ,
for having attempted to raise the issue that adherencetoa
particular creed or belicf should constitute a qualification
for official position, clearly demonstrated the opposition of
the American people to similir acts of proscription.

Resolved, ‘That the American Health Association will not
be entitled to reccive the respect and moral support of the
people of this country, uatil it shall have removed the pres-
ent sectarian barrier to membership.

Resolred, That this society, as a representative of a large
and respectable class of scientific medical practitioners, repets

the insult offered to the school of medicine to which it ad-
heres, and calls upon all just and fair men to condemn the
illiberal course of the American Health Association.

Resolved, That the Homaoeopathic Medical Society of Al-
bany County tenders thanks to Dr. C. C. Cox for his
manly defense of the rights of men before the American
Public health Association, and for his scathing denunciation
of partisanship and sectarianism.

Resolved, That we respectfully request the members of
Congress from this State to approve the legal recognition of
the American Health Association, only when convinced that
the articles of incorporation embrace a provision prohibiting
the exclusion of members on account of adhesion to any
preferred theory of medical treatment.

Resolutions Advocating Equal Representation of Old-School
and Homaopathic Physicians in & State Board of Health,
\VHEREAS, Strenuous efforts have been made during the
past few years to enact a law creating a State Board of
Health, so constructed as to provide for the appointment -
in said board of old-school physicians only ; and

WhzREAS, No good reason exists why the control of all
the sanitary affairs of the State should be intrusted to one
school of physicians, to the exclusion and detriment of an-
other ; and’

\WHEREAS, Such exclusive control would indirectly estab-
lish a sectarian medical monopoly ; therefore,

Resokved, That while we earnestly advocate the ensact-
ment of such sanitary measures as have for their end the
prevention of diseases and lengthening of human life, we
earnestly protest against the passage of any health bill, peo-
viding for the appointment of medical men, which does not
recognize an equal numerical representation by name of
the two dominaut systems of medical practice.

Resotved, That we cordially assent to, and respectfully
requcst the passage, by the next State Legislature, of a law
securing equal representation from both the old-school and
homaeopathic schools of medicine.

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded
to State officers, mcmbers of the legislature, officers of
State and County medical societies and their legrsdative
commiittees ; also, to the committee on Legislation of the
Amcrican Institute of Homo:opathy.

IV.—HISTORY OF THE ALBANY CITY HOMEOPATHIC
HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY,

Two public charitable institutions, a hospital
and a dispensary, now united and maintained as a
single organization, have been opened and suc-
cessfully conducted by the homaeopathic profession
of Albany.

A proposition to open & public homacopathic free
dispensary was first made at a meeting of the Albany
County Homaeopathic Medical Society, held earlyin
the year 1865. During the following two years
various plans were offered and an interest in the sub-
ject was sustained, which culminated, in the fall
of 1867, in the establishment of a free dispensary, at
that time the only public institution in Albany for
furnishing gratuitous medical serviceand medicines
to those who choose to avail themselves of its
advantages,
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Since the organization of the dispensary, seven-
teen years ago, it has gratuitously afforded medical
and surgical aid to more than sixty thousand appli-
cants. It is, at the present time (1885), in as
flourishing a condition as at any period since its es-
tablishment, the number of prescriptions ranging
from three to five hundred per month.

The dispensary service soon revealed the fact that
many of the applicants required hospital accom-
modations. With a view, therefore, of enlarging
its usefulness, and placing its work and operations
upon a permanent foundation, a building was pur-
chased in the summer of 1873, and supplied with
the requisites for both dispensary and hospital uses.
The building at first selected having been found
undesirable, in 1875 a larger and more suitable
one was provided.

The present hospital and dispensary building is
centrally and conveniently located at 123 North
Pearl street; is large and complete in its appoint-
ments, and is provided with all suitable appliances
for accommodating upward of fifty patients,

There are enrolled upon its staff the names of all
the resident homeeopathic physicians in Albany,
and in addition thereto, two of Albany’s ablest old-
school surgeons; a fact which clearly indicates the
obliteration of sectarian bamerstonnrestncted pro-

fessional fellowship.

The resources of both the hospital and dispen-
sary are derived from sumsappropriated by the city
goverment and from private sources, Although
these institutions are incumbered with a debt of
several thousand dollars, the income has been
hitherto sufficient to meet all claims for current

expenses,

'ALBANY CO. ECLECTIC MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

In compliance with the act for the incorpora-
tion of the Eclectic Medical Society of the State
of New York, which was incorporated April 24,
1865, and by the written advice of the honorable
secretary of that body, underdate of May 19, 1874,
and in pursuance of a cordial invitation, the friends
of medical reform assembled at the office of Dr.
Robest Liston, in the City of Albany, June 1, 1874,
to organize a County Eclectic Medical Society,
auxiliary to the Eclectic Medical Society of the
State of New York. Dr. R. Liston was appointed
to the chair, and Dr. John Wilson, secretary. The
constitution of the State Eclectic Medical Society
was read and approved, and a constitution and by-
laws were presented and adopted. After signing

these papers, the following officers were elected for
the ensuing year : .

President, R. Liston, M. D.; Vice-President,
J. T. Johnson, M. .D.; Secretary, N. S. Dean;
Treasurer, Dr. W. S, Filkins. The secretary was
ordered to file in the County Clerk’s office a copy .
of these proceedings, with a list of the 17 corporate
members.

The County Society presented a petition to the
State Society at its meeting, October 22, 1874,
for recognition as an Auxiliary Society, signed by
R. Liston, M. D., S. J. Birch, M. D,, J. F. Neef,
M. D, which was granted on the same day.

The regular meetings now are four in each year,
on the first Thursdays in januzuy, April, July,
October. Membership now is 23. Of these, the
following practice and reside i in Albany County :

A. Cullen, West Troy.

James Douglass, West Troy.

Morgan L. Filkins, Albany.

Welcome L. Filkins, Albany.

Isaac Finch, Renssclaerville.

Jacob F. Neef, Albany.

Gustave B. Schill, Albany.

John H. Wilbur, Cohoes.

John Wilson, Albany.

FEMALE PHYSICIANS.

The practice of medicine in Albany by females
properly educated dates in 1873, only 12 years
ago. Up to about that time, the prejudice, not
only of most male physicians, but of the people
generally, was very strong against them. But the
few who have settled in practice have come so
well prepared, and have pursued their work so
courageously, and yet so modestly and skillfully,
that they have disarmed prejudice and taken
respectable rank in the profession and in society.

Dr. Mary DuBois was born in the State of New
York. She was reared in affluence and in the en-
joyment of educational advantages of the highest
order. In 1870, she received her degree of M. D,
at the Woman’s College in Philadelphia. Thetwo
years following she spent in a Boston hospital as
house physician. She came to this city in 1873,
where she has cver since been actively engaged in
an extensive practice.

Dr. Catherine E. Goewey came soon after, and
has secured a valuable practice in the homeopathic
school by her skill and energy. She is a native of
this State, and graduated from the Woman's
Homaeopathic College in New York City,
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Dr. Harriet A. Woodward isof English descent,
sprung, as it were, from a family of doctors, her
grandfather and three uncles having been educated
in medicine at Oxford University, Old England.
The doctor was bom in 1840, in Hector, N. Y., and
early received a thorough training in the usual
English branches and some of the higher branches,
with Latin. She has always cultivated a fonduness
for history and natural scicnce. In 1868 she began
the study of medicine under the direction of Dr.
A. B. Smith, of the Hygienic Institute, Geneva,
N. Y. In 1872she entered theCollege of Physicians
and Surgeons at the Syracuse University, where she
graduated in 1873, with honors. She came to
Albany the same year; was admitted to member-
ship in the County Medical Society; also to the
Academy of Medicine, where she held office for two
terms, first as secretary, then as treasurer; was
also one of the Board of Censors in the County
Society, and delegate to the American Medical Asso-
ciation. She stills holds her membership in the
society, and is in active and successful practice in
her chosen profession.

Dr. Laurentine Rouchel was bomn in France,
in 1846; came to the United States with her
parents when very young ; received her early edu-
cation in the district schools and in the Lowville
Academy. Tuition in the French and German
she received from private native teachers, and speaks
" both languages fluently.  She began the study of
pharmacy and medicine in 1879, in St. Elizabeth’s
Hospital, Utica, N. Y., under the direction of Dr.
Edwin Hutchinson, surgeon in charge of the in-
stitution ; continued her studies under the direc-
tion of Dr. John F. Oakes, of Rochester; then
graduated from the Medical Department of the
University of Buffalo. She began the practice of
medicine in Croghan, Lewis County, and has
continued the same in this city since 1881.

Dr. Anna Guewey practiced here some five years
ago; then went to New York. M Carr is now
in practice here as 2 homwopathist.

JEPTHA RICHARD BOULWARE.

Jepta  Ricuarp  BouLware, a distinguished
ghysncuan and surgeon of Albiny, was bomn in

ranklin County, Kentucky. His parents, whose
ancestors came from Scotland, were both natives
of Virginia, His father, the Rev. Thcodrick
Boulware, was a Baptist clergyman, well known
in the churches of his denomination in Kentucky,
Illinois and Missouri. He was an carnest and
consistant Christian and a devoted pastor, appre-
ciating fully the dignity of his office, and causing

it to be respected by those with whom he asso-

ciated. He was for y. time the settled pastor of a

church, and for many years a circuit her in

the three States mentioned above, performing the

varied duties of a clergyman with a hearty willing-

ness and an intelligent discretion that savored

rather of the apostolic age than of the nineteenth

century. During these years of earnest work, he

never reccived—it being inconsistent with his-
rrincipla to receive—a single cent for his clerical

abors. He was a man of strong and original

mind and an earnest character, forcible in the ex-

pression of his ideas and fond of theological con- ~
troversy. Heled a life of almost puritanic sim-
plicity, combining religious fervor with practical
sagacity, having a wise care for the things of this
world, as well as of the next. He accumulated a
handsome property, and died at the advanced age
of eighty-seven years, loved and respected by all
who knew him.

Of his three daughters, the eldest married Joseph
Hansbrough, 2 bold and successful- merchant of
Independence, Missouri. The second daughter
was not married; she died soon afier arriving at
the age of womanhood. The youngest daughter
married Joseph S. Rogers, a wealthy and enter-
prising farmer and stock-breeder in the ‘‘blue-
grass region ” of Kentucky.

Of his six sons, three were enthusiastic farmers
who earnestly devoted themselves to agricultural
pursuits and stock raising.

The second son became a physician, practicing
his profession in New Orleans, He soon ac-
quired a lucrative practice, but died while a com-
paratively young man. The sixth and youngest
son is a distinguished lawyer, still living in Mis-
souri, noted for his eloquence and persuasive
power with a jury.

The fourth son was Jeptha R. Boulware, the
subject of this sketch, who, with the restless spirit
of many young men, left his comfortable home
and the easy life of a school boy, and wandered
forth without any very definite aim, excepting to
see the world and make a place for himself in it
He had reccived a liberal education so far as the
schools of his neighborhood afforded, besides
carcful instruction from his father. For a boy of
his years he was intelligent and well informed, but
he soon found a marked difference between a life
in a home of plenty and an existence dependent
for its continuance upon his own labor.

el
"in yecars and slight in form, without a trade, un

to severe labor, he had to accept such various em-
ployments as he chanced to find and was capable
of performing.

‘or a short time he worked as a farm laborer,
but ultimately attended the Rock Spring Seminary,
in Illinois, and soon taught school, in which pur-
suit he was so successful that in four years after
leaving hisfather’s house he returned to it in a
reasonably prosperous condition.

Afer remaining home a year, devoting his time
to study, he again went forth and resumed the oc-
cupation of a school teacher. While teaching, he
became interested in phrenology, and carefally
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perused the works of Combe, Spurzheim and other
writers upon that subject. His interest in this
science led him to a thorough study of the anatom-
ical structure of the human brain, and eventually
led to his becoming a physician. Though suc-
cessful as a teacher, he again returned home, at the
solicitation of his father, who gave him ‘¢ a farm
and hands,” letting him take his choice out of half
a dozen farms. He then married and settled
down, applying himself to agricultural pursuits for
a few years. ¢ married Miss Sarah J. Kidd, the
eldest daughter of Mrs. Hannah Kidd,at Nashville,
Washington County, Illinois. Seldom has wedded
life proved more satisfactory than in this instance,
Dr. Boulware has often said that the success, both
professional and financial, which he attained in after
life, was due to the patient, inspiring and cheerful
influence which he received from his wife. She
was his support and helpmeet in adversity and a
patient, loyal companion in prosperity. Their
union was blessed with two cgildren, Theodrick
K. Boulware and Hannah J. Boulware. Theodrick,
on completing his general education, began the
study of law in the office of Rufus W. Peckham
and Lyman Tremain, both eminent lawyers of
Albany. The former was for many years one of the
Justices of the Supreme Court of the State of New
York, and aterward a Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals. The latter declining judicial honors, was
Attomney-General of the State, and among the most
distinguished advocates of the country. Theodrick
also, studied in the Albany Law School, and was
admitted to practice on graduation, after examina-
tion by the professors in that institution; but, de-
clining to enter the profession in that way only, he
presented himself before the committee appointed
by the Sapreme Court of the State, and after
examination was admitted to ice. He was
a young man of sterling character, modest and
unassuming. His mental characteristics, his good
habits and earnest application, made it apparent
that he would distinguish himself in his chosen gto-
fession. But soon declining health made itevident
that his own and his parents’ hopes were to be
blighted. He accepted the inevitable with charac-
teristic calmness, and after lingering a few years,
died, respected and beloved by all.

Haonah married John A. Richardson, 2 manu-
factarer. Her husband’s health gradually became
impai a result of his exposure as a Union
soldier in the war of the Rebellion, as well as by
his persistent devotion to business, After a few
vears he retired from business, and has since re-
sided most of the time at the South, seeking to
regain his health, o

Dr. Boulware, a few after his marriage,
removed to Albany, N, Y., which place has since
been his home, and where he now stands in the
front rank of the medical profession, both as a
physician and a surgeon. By teaching school and
by working at various mechanical employments,
in which was successful, although he never
served any apprenticeship, he secured sufficient
fands to support his family and to systematically
pursue the study of medicine.

He was graduated from the Albany Medical
College in 1859. His earnest and intelligent in-
terest in medicine secured for him, carly in his
student life, a2 warm friend in Professor Howard
Townsend, M. D., who encouraged him by per-
sonal attention and advice, and gave him free ac-
cess to his large professional library, of which great
use was made by him to his manifest profit, at a
time when his pecuniary circumstances did not
allow him to purchase the rarer and more expen-
sive medical works. During two winters he also
pursued the practical study of analytical chemistry
in the laboratory, under the instruction of Pro-
fessor Charles H. Porter, M. D. The late Hon,
William Cassidy, LL D., was another distin-
guished and influential friend who took an active
interest in the young physician’s success, and,
upon his recommendation, Dr. Boulware was ap-
pointed to several medico-political offices, that not
only supplied him with some money, but also gave
him, what he regarded as more important, oppor-
tunities for increasing his professional knowledge.

For several years in his student and early pro-
fessional life Dr. Boulware was in charge of the
Albany County Hospital for the Sick and Insane.
He made its t clinical resources yield him a
rich harvest of positive knowledge by the thorough
system of careful observation which he at once
adopted and diligently pursued.

It was his custom in each case under his care to
write down the diagnosis, with a minute record of
all the symptoms observed, and when a death oc-
curred he made a careful autopsy, comparing the
inthological conditions with his previous notes.

n this institution, and during his earlier profes-
sional life, he made for himself and others, and for
legal purposes, over four hundred claborate poss/-
morlem examinations, and carefully dissected
several hundred human brains. His unwearied
attention to his business, his sagacity and common
sense, and his thorough theoretical and practical
knowledge of his profession, early gained him, not
only a largeand lucrative practice, butalso the sin-
cere respect and esteem of his fellow practitioners,
He soon became prominent as a surgeon as well
as a physician. For many years he was the sur-
geon of the Yrincipal hospitals in Albany, and was
called to fill other positions of trust and honor.
He successfully performed many capital operations,
such a8 excision of the hip joint, lithotomy and the
opcration for strangulated hemmia. He successfully
treated several cascs of femoral and popliteal an-
eurism by compression, using for the purpose an
ingenious instrument of his own construction,
Dr. Boulware has very frequently been called
upon as an expert in medico-legal cases. His
sound surgical and medical knowledge, and his
Fmﬁcal sagacity and tact, have always secured
rom the most unwilling counsel a fair presentation
of his views, and very frequently the public com-
mendation of the presiding judge, for the clearness,
learning and skill displayed in his testimony. He
has long been a prominent member of the Medical
Saciety of the County of Albany, and has held most
of the responsible offices of that organization, rep-
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MEDICINE IN ALBANY COUNTY,

resenting it for several years as a delegate to the
Medicalg Society of the State of New York, of
which latter society he has also been a permanent
member since 1868. Dr. Boulware has presented
numerous reports of cases and pathological speci-
mens occurring in his practice to the County
Medical Society, and a number of papers on
medical and surgical subjects to the State Medical
Society, which have been published in their Trans-
actions.

In the war of the Rebellion Dr. Boulware
served as assistant surgecon in the 177th Regi-
ment of the New York Volunteers during its
continuance in the ficld. He was universally

~ respected by the soldiers for his attention and kind-
ness to them during the war, and to this day the
same respect is shown him by soldiers who were in
the field.

He wasafterward Surgeon of the Tenth Regiment,
National Guard of the State of New York, and fora
long period was Brigade Surgeon of the Ninth
Iyirig:‘ c of the National Guard of the State of New

or

He is unusually liberal in his views of medicine,
and kindly charitable to all practitioners, as the
records of the Medical Society of the County of
Albany abundantly show.

At the annual mecting of the Medical Society of
the County of Albany, held at Albany, November
14, 1876, Dr. ]. R. Boulware offered the following :

Whereas, There is a decided difference of opinion
among members of this socicty regarding ccrtain points re-
lating to Medical Ethics, and in order that the society may
definitcly express itsclf upon them, for the guidance of its
members, the following resolutions are oficred for its consid-
cration :

Resolved, That it shall not be decmed improper :r this
society for ** regular™ and * Allopathic ’’ Medical Colleges
to educate and graduate Homacopathic students,

Resolved, That it shall not be deemed improper by this
wcict{ for any of its members to consult professionally with
any pi sicians recognized Ly the laws of this State as legal
pract

Resolved, That it shall not be deemed improper by this
socicty for any one of its members, OI’:{ association of two
or more of them, to advertise in medical journals, or in the
local or other pers, their names and addresses, to-
gethf with any specialty they may assume to practice or
teac!

Whereas, The “regular Allopathic * hospitals of this
city msnl;portcd b;&c taxpayers of this county ; and

IWhereas, ‘The “medical staffs ™ of these hospitals refuse
to allow other physicians than themselves to send and treat
pay patients in the said hospitals ; and

Whereas, Such action prevents materially the increase of
the indigent fund in charitable hospitals ; thercfore,

Resolved, That it shall not be deemed improper by this
socicty for any of its members to mally treat their
pay paticnts in the Albany City Homacopathic Hospital.

While these resolutions were not adopted by the
County Society, they excited comment and inquiry.
A few ycars later they were embodicd in the New
Code adopted by the Medical Socicty of the State
of New York, Among those most camest in the
advocacy of the New Code were a large number
who worked and voted against Dr. Boulware’s

. »

——

rcsolutions.  In this case, as in others, Dr. Boul-
ware’s views were in advance of the times, but
happily, in this instance, only a few years in ad-
vance, and his medical brothers have now caught
up with him.

Having acquired an abundant competence, and
still being in good health, though advancing in
years, Dr. Boulware has been for some time grad-
ually withdrawing from practice, believing it
wiser to gracefully leave the field to younger men
before feebleness and old age should compel him
to retire; but, honored and esteemed by his pro-
fessional brethren, and looked up to with confi-
dence, affection and respect by a host of families
whose trusted physician he has been for many
{:ats, he is often called in consultation, and so

ng as he lives he will never be able to entirely
abandon the functions of a medical adviser. -

His genial temperament, his unselfish devotion
to medical science, his benevolence to the poor,
and his kindly sympathy with the suffering, have

endearcd him to his fellow citizens.
He has often been solicited to accept nomina-
tions to office, for which his unbounded popularity

makes him peculiarly eligible; but the modesty of
his character makes him averse to political life.

Yet while he has always declined political honors,

and has held but two offices, and those of a medical
character, he has always, as a good citizen, been
interested in politics. He has had for many years
a quiet but decided political “influence, much-
greater than that of most men, and it has always
been exerted in the interest of good government
and for the substantial good of the community.

He is one of those of whom the poet says: They-
‘¢ do good by stealth and blush to find it fame.”

AMOS FOWLER, M. D.

Mark Fowler, uncle of Gen. Amos Fowler
and Rev. and Hon. Orin Fowler, removed at an
carly day from Lcbanon, Conn., to Herkimer
County, N. Y. He and his numerous family of
sons were pioncers in clearing away the forests and
laying the foundations of some of the thriving citics

central New York. He diedin Jefferson County,
April 27, 1813. His wife was Miriam Sterling,
widow of Reuben Warner. Of their nine children,
Alvin, the father of Amos Fowler, M. D., of
Albany, was the youngest son. \Vhen Alvin
Fowler was about two years old he met with. an
adventure so singular and so perilous as to render-
it unique in the annals of border life. He had only
recently lcarned to walk, and, one day, as he was
enjoying the freedom of the cleared space about
his father’s house, he was seized by a bear, which
had been caught and chained near the door, and
hugged gently in her embrace all day, despite the
frantic cflorts of his mother to induce the to
give up the child. No pen could do justice to the
mother’s agony, her awful suspense, while making
her futile attempts to rescue her baby, and watch-
ing it through the long day, expecting at any mo-
ment to sce its life crushed out before her eyes. It
was not until night@all, when the father came
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home, that the bear was compelled to relinquish
the child. At that time the family lived at Frank-
fort, near the present site of Utica. Bears, wolves
and other wild animals were plenty, and wolves
howled around the doors of the settler's cabin till
driven away with fircbrands. Alvin Fowler pur-
sued the trades of clothier and stone mason. His
wife was Miss Olive Lord, whom he married in
1819, she having emigrated from Saybrook, Conn.,
with her father’s family, two or three years earlier.
Of their four children, Dr. Amos Fowler was the
eldest. He was born in the town of Cohocton,
Steuben County, N. Y., July ﬂs, 1820, His father
removed to Evans’ Mills, Jeflerson County, while
Amos was yet an infant, and thence to Fayetteville,
Onondaga County, when the lad was seven years
old; there he owned and operated some mills, and
a factory for the manufacture of woolen cloths, till
1836, when he again removed to a farm in the
town of Victory, Ca{uga County. Young Fowler
was educated mainly in the public schools, but
was also a student at the academies in Fayetteville
and Victory, working on the farm summers and
attending school winters. Leaving school, he be-
came a teacher, teaching two winters in Wayne
and one in Cayuga County. While thus en

he began ing medicine in the office .
Blanchard,

assistant of Dr. Root’s, at Memphis, Onondaga
County. He entered the Geneva Medical College,
and finished his prescribed course at the University
w tne City of New York, graduating in 1846.

Dr. Root died just before Dr. Fowler’s gradua-
tion. Already well established in the confidence
of Dr. Root’s patrons, he returned to Mem-
phis and took up the Doctor's practicee. In
1850 he removed to Sand Lake, Rensselacr County,
and from thence, in 1854, to Albany, locating on
Second street, nearly opposite his rmnt residence
and office. Since coming to Albany, as before,
Dr. Fowler has enjoyed an extensive practice.
- His standing in his profession is high, and he has
served the Medical Society of Albany County as its
vice-president and its delegate to the State Medical
Society. Dr. Fowler was married, August 30, 1850,
to Miss Caroline M. Harris, daughter of Nicholas
Brown Harris, M. D, of Sand Lake, Rensselaer
Coanty, who bore him four children, two of whom
died in infancy. She died, April 3, 1880, at Savan-
nah, Ga., while returning with her husband from a
journey in the South. Their son, Warren Hamilton
Fowler, studied ‘medicine at the University of the
(c",:{ of New York, uated from Jefferson Medical

lege, Philadelphia, and is now practicing his
profession in Albany.

Their daughter, Caroline I. Fowler, is a mem-
ber of her father’s houschold. July ai,l 1882, Dr.
Fowler married his present wife, Mrs. Mary Poole,
a native, and, for most of her life, a resident of Al-
bany. Though notactive in politics, the Doctor
has pronounced views on public questions and is
hiin the pae of the Methodie Episcopat Charch

n e Methodist u
bntfornmeyunhubeenamcmpl:ler of the
Fourth Presbyterian Church of Albany,

of Victory. Later he was a student and

JOSEPH N. NORTHROP, M. D.

Dr. Joszru Norman NorthroP wasbom at Deca-
tar, Otsego County, New York, in 1817, and was
in the sixty-first year of hisage at the time of his
death, which occurred September 17, 1878. He was
a son of Abner Northrop and Jerusha Gibbs, both
of whom were natives of Connecticut. He had
two brothers and two sisters, only one of whom,
the youngest brother, survives him. His father was
a farmer, and the early part of the life of Dr. North-
rop was spent at home upon the farm. The founda-
tion of his education was obtained in the common
school. At the age of thirtcen he weat to the
Oneida Institute, 2 manual labor-school, where he
spent three years. Leaving school, he came
to Albany, where, after passing a year as a
clerk in a drug store, he entcred the office and
family of Dr. Samuel Shaw, and began the study of
medicine. When about eightecn ycars of age he
entered the Vermont Academy of Medicine, grad-
uating in 1839. His diploma was signed by Dr.
William Tully, Professor of Theory and Practice
and Materia Medica; Theodore Woodward, Pro-
fessor of Surgery and Obstetrics; James H. Armsby,
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology; and Joha
De Wolf, Professor o¥ Chemistry and Natural His-
tory. He had a great admiration for Dr. Tully,
whose name and sayings were frequently on his lips
in later years. After graduating, he attended a
course of medical lectures at the Transylvania
University, at Louisville, Ky., defraying his expen-
ses by conducting a writing school and by a little
practice among Northern people residents there.

He began his professional work as a salaried
physician upon a plantation of about six hundred
negroes, in Mississippi, being the only medical man
within twenty miles. He staid there a year and a
half, taking the yellow fever, from which he nar-
rowly escaped with his life. This nccessitated his
removal north. After spending a year in Albany,
he returned to his native place, where he practiced
his profession for twenty years. 1n 1840 he mar-
ried Miss Mary Jane Lansing, the only daughter of
Col. Robert C. Lansing, of Decatur. His practice
there was large, embracing long rides into the ad-
joining counties of Delaware and Schoharie. ‘He
eld for some time the office of division Surgeon of
Militia, Gen. Burnside being division General. The
only civil office that he filled outside of his profes-
sion was that of supervisor, which he held for two
years. He was elected delcgate to the State Medi-
cal Society from Otsego County, and ‘hecame a
permanent member of the society in 1861. In
1859 he retumed to Albany and entered upon a
general practice there, which became extensive and
lucrative. He joined the Albany County Medical
Society in 1860, and held for scveral terms the
office of censor, and was elected president in 1876,

His death, which occurred ncarly twenty years
after he came to Albany to reside, was startlingly
sudden in its circumstances, taking place upon
anniversary of his wedding-day. rations hav.
ing been made for the customary cclebration of
this anniversary, he went carly in the cvening to
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tur, an(L,U County, New York, in 1817, and was
in the si: ty-first year of hisage at the time of his
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make a professional call a few blocks awa{. In-
stead of sending for his carriage, as he usually did,
even when going but a short distance, he walked.
He was troubled with dyspncea on exertion, due
to an affection of the heart. He saw his patient,
and, while (}xreparing -medicine in an adjoining
room, he suddenly gasped for breath, fell from his
chair, and in a few minutes died.

This is a brief sketch of the life of Dr. Northrop,
which covered forty years of professional work, and
ended in the midst of his greatest usefulness, while
he was fully entering into all that went to make up
life for him. He d away at the full tide; he had
not started on the down-hill side of life, There
are not many lives that are marked with great in-
cidents; nevertheless, this outline of his career
brings out a fact which has in it much to admire,
that, starting in the world with nothing, he gained,
b{ his own unaided efforts, education, a worthy
place in an honorable profession, a competence,
and the high esteem of his associates and fellow
citizens. In character, he was a genial, open-heart-
ed man, whom many knew well and whose loss is
sincerely lamented.  \While his life was unmarked
by great events, it was always attended with de-
votion to duty, to his profession and to his fellow
men. His grave docs not inclose the memory of
these virtues, nor limit the worthiness of his ex-
ample. Two years before his death he became a
member of the First Reformed Church of Albany.

- JOHN B. ROSSMAN, M. D.

Dr. Joux Buskirk Rossxax was born, September
27, 1806, in Johnstown, Columbia County, N. Y.
He was the seventh child of a family of sixteen
children. Fourtcen grew to maturity. Four of
the sons were physicians. His father, John
Rossman, was a worthy man, much respected in
the community in which helived. He was clected
sheriff of Columbia County for two or three con-
secutive terms.  \Vitha famuly so large and facilities
for education so limited, Mr. Rossman was not
able to give his children a liberal education, yet he
gave them the best that could be obtained in the
schools in his vicinity. John not only attended
the district school, but was sent to a neighboring
academy, where he made proficiency in the higher
English branches. He is represented as having
been a lad of excellent morals and of studious
babits. In order to be able to continuc his studies
and to fix more permanently his elementary educa-
tion, he taught a district school several winters.
He commenced the study of medicine with Dr. T.
Broadhead, of Clermont.” We next hear of him in
the law office of Mr. Killian Miller, of Hudson.
He remained there only a short time, the law not
being congenial with his tastex. He then resumed
the study of medicine with Dr. McClelland. From
this office he went to Hudson, in the office of
Dr. Samucl White.  1le attended medical lectures
at Fairficld, Herkimer County, N. Y., and reccived
his degree there in 1829.  After graduation he re-
turned to Johnstown, his native town, and com-
menced the practice of his profession. Although

young, he was earnest, and attended closely to busi-
ness. His genial manner and sympathetic nature
soon made him popular. His tation increased,
and the young phﬁdnnm ed to longer dis-
tances and to ilies of greater intelligence.
Previous to this Mr. John Richmond, an ﬂhﬂl
gentleman, had purchased from Mr. Livingsgon.
while in London, the tract of land called Living-

ston Manor. Mr. Richmond had taken possession
of his purchased , and to his house Dr.
Rossman was called. Here it was that the Doctor

first met his future wife, Miss Elizabeth Mary Fair-
bank, the granddaughter of Mr. Richmond, and
the great-granddaughter of the Earl of Preston.
About two years after his marriage Dr. Rossman
moved to Richmondville, Schoharie County. He
remained there about eight years, when he came to
Albany. * City life is always attractive to a country
practitioner, and almost as often as the change is
made there is serious disappointment. But with
Dr. Rossman it was different. Practice came
slowly, but patient waiting and prompt attention
to every call secured business. A few years found
him in the midst of a lucrative practice. In 1827
he was made a member of the Medical Society of
the County of Albany, of which he was treasurerin
18.1;_? and 1850,

e enjoyed a reunion with Dr. Thomas Hun
and Dr. éharla Devol to celebrate their semi-
centennial in practice, given by the County
Medical Society. He was elected alderman from
his ward about 1856, which office he filled with
credit to himself and satisfaction to his con-
stitutents,  Dr. Rossman was a kind and affection-
ate husband, an indulgent and attentive father,
and a true and steadfast friend. His dpeculiaﬁtiu
were the eccentricities of his head, and not of his
heart. His wife, Flizabeth Mary Fairbank, died
July 27, 1868. Shehad eight children—four sons
and four daughters. Three sons and two da:fb-
ters are still living. In 1869 he married Miss
Rebecca P. McCarthy. By this union he had one
son and two daughters, all of whom are living.
Soon after he located in Albany Dr. Rossman
united with the Middle Dutch Church, and led the
life of a consistent and devoted Christian. His
last few years gave decided evidence of increasing
age. e continued to 'grow more and more
feeble until December 23, 1883, when he peace-
fully and hopefully passed away to receive the re-
wards of a life well spent.

HON. JOHN SWINBURNE, M.D.

Joux Swixsurnz wasborn to Peter and Artemesia
Swinburne, at their homestead on the Black River,
Lewis County, May 30, 1820. His father, a native ol
Ireland, was a farmer and also largely engaged in
business. He died while Dr. Swinburne was a mere
child, and the latter’s early &an were spent under
the care of his mother, a native of Connecticut, and
a woman of rare mental activity and great force of
character, who, after the death of her husband, took
entire charge of the family ; and to her careful
training the doctor ascribes much of his success in
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life. His early education was gained in the com-
mon schools of the neighborhood and in the
academies of Lowville and Denmark, in Lewis
County, and that of Fairfield, in Herkimer County.
Having passed his early years at his birthplace, at
times teaching school, at the age of twenty-one he
determined upon the study of medicine for his pro-
fession, and reading at twenty-three, when
he entered the Albany Medical College, registering
as a student in the office of the late Dr. James
H. Armsby, of Albany. Graduating in 1846 with
the degree of Doctor in Medicine, Dr. Swinburne
determined to make Albany his home, and opened
an office for the practice of his profession. In 1847
he was appointed Demonstrator of Anatomy in the
Albany Medical College, and continued to teach
that branch of medicine for several years. In 1851
he received his first public appointment, being
made an almshouse physician at a time when what
wasknown as ‘‘ship fever” was ragingasan e?‘idemic,
treating during his term of office over eight hundred
Cases, l;:lnd finally falling a victim to the disease

From this time up to the breaking out of the Re-
bellion the Doctor devoted his time to his private
Beractice, which was constantly enlarging. In 1861

was again called upon to give his services to the
public, and was put in charge of the sick at the re-
cruiting depot in Albany, serving as chief medical
officer on the staff of Gen. John F. Rathbone.
Until the spring of 1862 he remained at this post,
1,470 sick passing under his care, out of which
large number only twelve died. April 7, 1862,
Dr. Swinburne was appointed one of the auxiliary
corps of volunteer surgeons who went from the
State of New York to the war, serving without pay.
He proceeded to Fortress Monroe, and shortly
after his arrival received orders to report for duty
to Dr. Tripler, Medical Director of the Army of
the Potomac. In company with Drs. Wiliard,
Coggswell and Lansing, of Albany, he set out for
the White House, the head of navigation on the
Pamunkey River, where Dr. Tripler had his head-
quarters, reaching there May 18, The establish-
ment of a hospital at this place, to which the
wounded could be sent from the front, being de-
cided upon, Dr. Swinburne and his companions
were requested to found the same. After render-
ing valuable services at this station, the Doctor,
carly in June, returned to Albany, and on the 12th
of month (1862) received a commussion from
Gov. Morgan, as Medical Superintendent of the New
York State wounded soldiers, and was sent to Wash-
ingion with a letter from the Governor to the Secre-
tary of War, Uﬁan the Secretary’s indorsement, Sur-

ammond entered into a contract
with Dr. Swinburne for * medical and surgical
services to be rendered with the Army of the Poto-
mac,” and the Doctor accordingly again reported
to Medical Director Tripler. In section z’. pecial
Orders of the War Depariment, appears the following:

. Assistant John Swinhurne will
o J- J. Milhay, U. 80 A., Medical Dircctor,
Army for special duty at Savage's Station,

* By command, Major.Gan. McCLRLLAN,”

" repeat

With this order the Doctor immediately complied, -

receiving further orders to establish a general hos-
pital at Savage’s Station, Virginia, of which he was

to take ¢ with instructions to make requi-
sitions for the necessary materials and stores.
With his accustomed energy, the Doctor set aboat
the work given him to do, {ut unforesecn difficul-
tics arose, greatly delaying the construction of the
hospital.  On the 26th of June, when the hospital
was not more than half prepared, owing to the non-
fulfillment of his requisitions, wounded men began
to be brought in in large numbers, and the Doc-
tor’s surgical labors began. On the 28th he was .
informed by Dr. Tripler that it would be necessary
for him to remain at the hospital, the army being
about to change its base of operations, which
would put the enemy in possession of Savage’s Sta-
tion in a few hours, at the same time giving him a
letter from Gen. McClellan to the Commander of
the Confederate forces explaining his (the Doc-
tor’s) position. After the action of Sunda} evening,
the 29th, the hospital, with all it containcd, was in
the hands of the Confederates. From this time up
to the 26th of July Dr. Swinburne remained with
his charge, struggling with his assistants through
increasing hardships and privations, day by day
having less of the necessaries for the proper man-
agement of the sick and wounded, buying food for
the hospital with his own funds, until at last, after
J communications with the authorities in
Richmond, on the 26th of July orders came allow-
ing the removal of the sick and wounded, with
their attendants, to City Point. Reaching the
latter place on the 27th, the Doctor tumned over
his command to the proper officers and returned
to Albany on sick leave, suffering from a chronic
d&sintety brought on by exposure and improper

In the winter of 1862-63 he and Dr. Willard
were appointed by the State Medical Socicty a com-
mittee to confer with the Legislature upon the sub-
ject of the further relief of the wounded, the result
of such conference being the unanimous r:mge
of a bill granting $200,000, to be applied to the care
of the sick and wounded of the State of New York,
and the Doctor was once more sent to the front,
Returning again in 1864, he was appointed by Gov.
Seymour (Democrat) Health Oflicer of the Port
of New York, and had the satisfaction of having his
nomination unanimously confirmed by a Republi-
can Senate. At that time the provisions for a quar-
antine station were very inadequate, and the Legis-
lature, acting upon the suggestions of the Doctor,
began the construction of the two artificial islands
in the lower bay now used for that purpose, The
idea of building an island in fiftcen feet of water,
exﬁsed to the force of storms and tides from 3,000
miles of the Atlantic Occan beating against it, was
deemed almost impossible, but the Doctor demon-
strated it could be done, and to his energy and

rance New York is indebted for one of the
planned quarantine stations in the world,

In recognition of this distinguished service, the
Legislature, by an act, named the first of the two
islands thus constructed ** Swinbume Island
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Hospital.” Upto 1870 Dr. Swinburne remained at
quarantine ; he then went abroad with his family,
being desirous of rest and recreation. But he was
not 2 man who could ‘‘take his ease at his inn.”
The Franco-Prussian war having broken out, Dr.
Swinburne, being in L.ondon, on Scptember 4, 1870,
received an earnest request from Minister Wash-
burne and the American Sanitary Commission to_
come to Paris and take charge of the American Am-
bulance in that city. Laying aside his personal
comfort, he acceded to the request, and lost no
time in reaching Paris. There he remained as
Surgcon-in-Chief of the American Ambulance un-
til March, 1871, leaving as the Commune was
coming into power. How highly his labors were
appreciated by the American International San-
itary Commiittce we will leave Dr. Thomas Fvans,
President of the Committee, to state. In his report
of the doings of the American Ambulance, the
distinguished physician says :

*In securing the services of Dr. John Swinburne as Sur-
geon-in-Chief of the Ambulance, the committee was partic-
ularly fortunate. Dr. Swinburne was a surgeon par exces-
lence.  He had had an extensive professional experience,
and had obtained a justly acquired and widely-known home
reputation.  Thoroughly acquainted with military medicine
and the constitation ant{ management of army hospitals, an
earnest advocate of conservative surgery,an enthusiastevenas

ards the conscrvative treatment of compound.fractures, a
skillful operator whenever operations were required, he
sessed a rare and highly valuable quality—a knowledge of the
way how to deal with men ; in a word, he knew how to man-
age both his patientsand his assistants; and not infrequently
was he called upon to cxercise this special knowledge.
Associated, as he was constantly, with a body of forty or
filty persons, all voluatcers, holding a certain social -
tion, uncontrolled by the restraints of a military discipline,
all naturally ambitious to excel, and perhaps occasionally
even over-jealous of the success of their fellows, Doctor
Swinburne knew how to direct these cnergetic elements,
obtain from them the laryest amount of labor, and maintain
in every department of his scrvice his own personal as-
cendancy.”’—(Sce** Sanitary Associations During the Fram-
co.German War,” Vol. 1, 1870-71.) .

In recognition of his services, Dr. Swinburne
had the rare distinction conferred upon him by the
French Government of being made a Knight of
the Legion of Honor, also receiving the Red Cross
of Geneva. Having finished his labors in the Am-
bulance, he resumed his travels, spending his time
in dificrent parts of Europe until the fall of 1877,
when he returned to his home in Albany,

A L)redominant feature of Dr. Swinburne’s prac-
tice has been conscrvative surgery, especially in
the treatment of fractures. Shortly after graduating
in medicine he directed his attention to treating
fractures upon other principles than those in vogue
at that date, and in 1848 he discarded the use of
such splints, bandages and apparatus as were gen-
erally employed, relying upon extension alone to
accomplish the sought-for result. Such a depar-
ture was a bold procedure, and aficr having full
tested and proved his method of treatment, in boJ':
private and hospital practice, in 1859 he published
in the Transactions Medical Socicty of the State
New York of that ycar an article on the treat-
ment of these injuries by extension, During this
year he also reported a casc of death by the entrance
of air into the uterine sinuses (causcd by an abor-

tionist), at which time it was said and believed to
be almost the only case of the kind on record. —
spw Medical and Surgical Reporter, 1859.)
n 1861 appeared another paper on the treatment
of fractures by simple extension and counter-exten-
sion.—(Transactions of the Medical Sociely of the
State of New York, 1861.) In the next year a re-
view of the case of the People against Rev. Henry
Budge, indicted for the murder of his wife, tried at
Oneida, N. Y., in August and September, 1861, in
which Dr. Swinburne forcibly criticised the medical
testimony of the defense, and combatted the ground
assumed by them by numerous experiments.—
(Transactions of the Medical Sociely of the Stale of
New York, 1862.) In the same year he also pub-
lished in the Aedical and erfical Reporter of Phila-
delphia a synopsis of the trial of Hendrickson, who
isoned his wife by the administration of aconite.
This trial also caused much discussion in the medical
world, and although the Doctor was severely handled
by other professional igen for his views as
when on the witness stand, he proved his position to
have been perfectly correct. In 1863 he published
his report to Surgeon-General Hammond, with his
experiences in the Peninsular campaign, *‘ Resection
of Joints and Conservative Surgery.”—( 7ransactions
of the Medical Sociely of the State of New Yord,
1863.) In 1864 two more gapers in the same
journal, one upon *‘ Compound Comminuted Gua-
shot Fractures of the Thigh; the Means for their
Transportation and Treatment ;” and the other the
“Report of the Committees appointed by the
Society to Confer with the Governor and Legisla-
ture relative to the Additional Relief of the Sick
and Wounded Soldiers from the State of New York.”
The Doctor also proposed and advocated for the
transportation of those suffering from fractures of
the leg or thigh a stretcher so arranged that exten-
sion and counter-extension could be maintained
without pain or discomfort to the patient, or any
material alteration of the stretcher.—(Lessons in
Hygiene and Surgery, by Dr. Gorden, C. B ;
Transactions of the Aledical Sociely of the State of
NewYork, 1864.) Healso strongly advocated the
resection of shoulder joints instead of amputation,
and many are the grateful letters he has since re-
ceived from those whose limbs he saved to them,
In 1863 Dr. Swinburne was elected a anent
member of the Medical Society of the State of
New York. In November, 1873, he was chosen
rnsidcnt of the Medical Society of Albany County.
n 1876 he was chosen Professor of Fractures and
Dislocations and Clinical Surgery in the Albany
Medical College. He was one of the four suigeons
to the Albany Hospital from its foundation up to
1864 ; also consulting surgeon to St. Peter’s
Hospital, and for a number of years has been
surgeon-in-chief of the Homaeopathic and Child’s
Hospitals. In 1879 he established in the City of
Albany a Dispensary for the treatment of all man-
ner of diseases and fractures. This Dispensary was
cstablished on a humanitarian basis, where the
sick, maimed and lame were invited to come and
be made whole, without moncy and without price.
From its foundation the Doctor has himself had a



S——
—_—

HISTORY OF THE COUNT)’ OF ALBANY.

menl supervision of all that was going on, and
as assistants a corps of surgeons trained under
his own tuition in conservative surgery. In ad-

dition to his large private practice nearly 60,000 -

people have been treated at the dispensary up to
the close of last year, at least 25,000 of these being
surgical cases. For the year 1884 the register gives
the- number of new cases treated as 7,502, of which
4,340 were medical cases and the remaining 3,156
sargical. During the year 250 fractures were
treated, 178 of which were of the upper extremities
and the remainder of the lower limbs. In the
treatment there has not occurred one poor result,
a record unequaled by any institution in the annals
of surgery. During this period not an amputation
of any nature has been performed, the Doctor
maintaining that the too frequently indulged in use
of the amputating knife is barbarism. His con-
servative doctrine is to save the limb and help
nature in the work of curing. He has paid out of
his private funds upward of $5,000 per annum to
carry on his dispensary since its foundation, and
now proposes, it the State will not do so, to found
a dispensary in addition to the one he now runs
for the care and treatment exclusively of injured
nailroad men. )

His career in public life has been almost as
marked as that of his professional.

In 1883, the citizens of Albany, irrespective of
party, organized to effect a reform in the municipal
affairs of the city, and after much persuasion in-
duced the Doctor to run as the People’s candidate
for the mayoralty. The election was a bitterly
contested one on the part of the ring, who
desired to retain power, and on the part of the citi-
zens, who demanded areform. By a manipulation
of ballots the voice of the people was frustrated and
his opponent inducted into the office. The frauds,
however, were too glaring, and at a public meeting
the evening after the results were announced the
people there convened decided to commence legal
action to set aside the declaration and award the
office to Dr. Swinburne. After nearly a year and
a half of maneuvering in courtby the incumbent’s
counsel, in taking advantage of the law’s delays, the
case was finally set for a definite day for tri As
soon as this judicial order was made, the incum-
bent, Michael N. Nolan, resigned the office, and Dr.
Swinburne, by order of the court, took possession.
In the spring of 1884, he was again nominated by
the citizens and indorsed by the Republicans, but
was again counted out by a small majority. Suffer-
ingat the time from blood poisoning, having been
i while performing an operation, he could
not and would not consent to a contest (or the
office in the courts, although his friends were satis-
fied they could prove a large majority in his favor,
and went west for his health. Retuming home
with his powers recuperated and his vigor restored,
he was greeted with a reception unequaled in
previous :‘a‘p, the streets being figuratively a mass
of blocked humanity. The citizens again as-
sembled, and knowing there was more protection
at the ballot box in national than civic elections,
and appreciating the worth and ability of the Doctor,

nominated him for Congress. The nomination
was indorsed by the Republicans, and when the
ballot was counted it was found that he had a
majon"t,y of 2,504 over the then sitting member,
T. J. Van Alstyne, recognized as one of the very
strongest men in the district. By this election the
political complexion of Albany County was changed
over 7,000 votes,

Dr. Swinburne was married in 1847 to Miss
Harriet Judson, of Albany, by whom he has had
four children, one of whom is living.

SAMUEL BALDWIN WARD.

The ancestry of an eminent physician is always
important to those who would intelligently study
his career and character. The study will explain
what debt he owes to the past and to circumstan-
ces, and to what measure he has been the architect
of his own fortune. e are all of us sensible
enough to know that good birth, in the American
significance of the word, is a valuable fact in the
same sense in which good health is, and that
creditable as unaided effort or the overcoming of
difficulties is, they whose equipment for the labor
of life has been insured by nurture, counsel and
culture are most apt to prove themselves com-
?letely competent for the manifold duties of pro-
essional work in the world. The pride of **self-
made ” men, who are as a rule hal-made men,
and who invariably worship their creator, is in the
fact of their having attained to such a position of
strength as will enable them to give to their child-
ren the initial advantages which were denied to
themselves. No ‘‘sel-made” man expects his
sons to be ‘“self-made ” men. He wants them to
escape the hardships of their father. He desires to
make the beginnings of life ‘easier for them than
they were for himself, The conquest of early
obstacles is laudable. The necessity to encounter
them is regretable. They consume time and eflort
which must be subtracted from the act of starting.

Both the fact of a sturdy ancestry of achieving
freemen and the fact of careful preparation for his
profession must be predicated of the cultivated
ﬁl;{sician and surgeon of whom we write. Lebbeus

dwin Ward, the father of our subject, who was
born in New Jersey, April 7, 1800, and who died
in New York City, ‘{une 15, 1885, was directly
descended through his father from revolutionary
soldiery, and though his mother from the celebra-
ted family of Newark and - Princeton,
renowned as teachers and exponents of natural
forces, and conspicucusly identified with the instita-
tions and literatare of science. The mother of Dr.
Ward, nee Miss Abby Dwight Pratt, of Hatfield,
Massachusetts, was descended through both

nts from the best Old Fngland and New
‘ngland stock, and was the daughter of a clergy-
man of marked strength of intellect and chamcter,
The father of Dr. Ward, whose recent death be-
came the occasion of marked tribute to his worth
and deeds by the press of the State, was first an
engine builder and then a maker of wrought-iron
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forgi being: the founder of the Hammersley
Forgen%orks, at the foot of Fifty-ninth street, New
Y.gtk, onbﬂlg North giver. l-{ie was an occupant
of many business, judiciary and religioas trusts, a
member of the State Asr{mbl when the position
was honorable in fact as well as in designation,
and a Commissioner of the Metropolitan Board of
Police, in the first years of its establishment. .

Of Revolutionary and Puritan forces the re
sentative, Samucl B. Ward was bom in New York
City on June 8, 1842, in the large stone house
which his father had built in the English style,
near the forge works, as a homestead. Fary in
life he put forth the evidences of the qualities which
have since conspicuously marked him. He was
studious, practical, a lover of nature, fond of
physical sports and accomplishments He was
generous, unsuspicious and winningly frank.
He had the ability to inspire confidence among
those with whom he contended for the prizes of
youth in manly emulation. The society of an
ideal home made his progress in the studies of
boyhood easy, inciting and rewarding, and at the
age of 16 he cntered Columbia College in his
native city, well prepared for the course of training
to which he was subjected in that institution. He
graduated with honors in 1861. Not only did he
stand among its first in academic honors, but he
was chosen by his classmates to the highest posi-
tions within the gift of their friendly suffrages.
Iis scholarship and his popularity were thus
attested on the threshold of his active life.  Aftera
year of as much study as slower or duller men
diffuse into three years, young Ward was appoint-
ed a medical cadet in the United States Army.
The position cnabled him to combine with the
continued study of medicine and surgery such
clinical instruction and such administrative experi-
ence as were extremely valuable, In 1863 he was
commissioned by President Lincoln an  Acting
Assistant Surgcon of the United States Army, and
in 1864 an Assistant Surgeon of the United States
Volunteers, a little in advance of the completion of
his medical studies, which he successfully pursued
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York, and in the medical department of Geo!
town University, in the District of Columbia. He
was matriculated from the latter school. The
army medical experience of Dr. Ward was mainly
that comprised by hospital service in Washington,
Alexandria and the vicinity. It was such as
brought him into contact with a great variety of
complaints and injuries. It enabled him to work
with and under the ablest minds in his profession.
It familiarized him with the relations of govern-
ment service to great sanitary undertakings. It
devolved large responsibilities on him, and he
showed coolness, readiness and resource in meet-
ing them. :

At the close of the war, though accorded the op-
portunity of rcmaining in service of the
government in the line of his ession, Dr. Ward

began the practice of it in his native city. He
was made Professor of Anatomy and then of Sur-
gery in the Women's Mcdical College. He met

with decided success in the practice of his

sion. His class lectures at the first showed that
crispness, aptness and directness, the ability to en-
lighten and to incite students, which they possess
in marked degree. He was chosen a member of
the Northwestern Medical and Surgical Society of
the metro(folis and was made its secretary. He
began and has since continued the contribution of
accounts of cases to the Afedical Record and to the
New York Medical Journal. He became and has
remained an aclive companion of the first class of
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. In 1871,
he married the late Nina N. Wheeler, daughter of
William A. Wheeler, Esq., of New York City, of
whom death bereaved him in October, 1883. Dur-
ing his residence in New York Dr. Ward was
clected Assistant Surgeon of the famous Seventh
Regiment, with the rank of captain, on June 1,
1873, a position he held until June 13, 1876, the
year in which he removed to y.

The activities and honors of his profession have
crowded on this gentleman at the State capital
His position as the Professor of Pathology, Prac-
tice, Clinical Medicine and Hygiene in the Medical
College of Albany has made him widely known
throughout the profession. He has long been the
surgeon of the Fifth Brigade, formerly the Ninth
Brigade of the State National Guard. He has,
since September, 1883, been a member of the
Board of Health of the city, and since January,
1885, one of the Civil Service Examiners for State
officers. A member of the New York County and
Albany County Medical Societies, Dr. Ward has
sev times been elected a delegate to the
American Medical Association, and he is a per-
manent member of the State Medical Society. In
all the movements of his profession, within the
capital or the State, he has been required to become
meritedly prominent on the demand of his
brethren, while the State and municipal authorities
have availed themselves of his knowledge and skill
in the counsel they have taken touching large
sanitary subjects. He became A. M. by the act of
Columbia College, his alma mafer, in 1864, and he
received the degree of Ph. D. from Union Univer-
sity on June 28, 1882. In 1885 he was confirmed
by the Board of Regents of the University of the
State as a member of the executive committee of
the State Normal School, at Albany, in place of -
the Hon. St. Clair McKelway, resigned.

The citation of the fs of professional and
Kublic preferment could be continued. But enough

as been given to serve the purpose of showing
that Dr. Ward has won a distinguished position in
his profession alike by the concession of its mem-

_bers and in the opinion of the public. The

enumeration of the dignities and trusts he has re-
ceived does not touch the question of his personality;
neither can the essentially narrative nature of an
outline biography do so. Those who stand to
him in the relation of personal friends or profes-
sional colleagues know that there are few men in
the world of so attractive and worthy personal
parts, and that his culture, knowledge and judg-
ment, devcloped by study and labor in his owa
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SYLVESTER D. WILLARD, M. D.

land and by study and travel in many foreign
countries, are as distinctive and pronounced as are
his qualities of fellowship. As the physician and the
friend, the best record he has made is in the
hearts of those with whose sorrows and joys his
own life has been blended. That record is un-
reportable and sacredly privileged from the public

gaze.
SYLVESTER D. WILLARD, M. D.

Dr. Syrvester Davip WiLtasp was born in
Wilton, Conn., June 19, 1825, and died in
Albany, April 2, 1865. He came of the same
family as those eminent divines, the Rev. Samuel
Willard and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Willard, the former
of whoin was a Vice-President and the latter Presi-
dent of Harvard College. His father was a highly
respectable physician and an honored citizen ; his
mother, who was of a much esteemed family of
Albany, was a lady of great moral and Christian
worth, Young Willard received his literary train-
ing at an academy in his native place, In the fall
of 1845 he came to Albany, upon invitation of
his relative, Dr. Wing, with whom he became a

- student. He entered the Albany Medical College,

graduating thercfrom in the winter of 1848.
\V‘Mm ‘:rving for some tim; as an assistant tg ‘Dr.
ing, he began practice on his own responsibility,
and veg early attracted the attention and the confi-
dence ol that eminent citizen, thelate Dr. T. Romeyn

Beck, to whom, perhaps, more than to any other
individual, he was indebted for the earliest expres-
sions of public respect and confidence that were
awarded to him. Shonly after he began practice
he became connected with the Albany County
Medical Socicty, and scrved successively as its
secretary, vice-president and president. In 1858
he wasa delegate to the State Medical Society,
and was agpointed its permanent secretarr, an
office which he signally honored, especially b

preparing each successive ycar, with great ability,
a volume of the Society’s transactions,

From the opening of the Rebellion, in 1861, his
whole heart went into every movement connected
therewith ; and, in the spring of 1862, he went,
with two other prominent physicians of Albany, to
act as a volunteer surgeon to the Army of the
Potomac. From Fortress Monroe he procceded to
White House, where he was invested with an
important agency in establishing a large field hos-

ital, which brought immediate rclief to many
undreds of our wounded soldiers. During a brief
:o}joum there, he suffered the sevcrest hardships
labor and exposure, and contracted a disease
which devel itself more fully after his return,
and which there is some rcason to believe was never
entirely dislodged from his constitution. Hemade
one or two atiempts aficrward to retumn to this ficld
of Jabor, but was obliged to abandon his object.

But the most important public cnterprise in

which Dr. Willard engaged was the emblishmer

.
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of an institution for the relief of the chronic
insane. His mind had been directed to this sub-
ject for a considerable time, and he had collected
a vast amount of information bearing upon it,
which he had embodied in a luminous and
elaborate report. That rcport had met with a
most respectful attention from the Legislature,
and everything indicated the speedy carrying out
of the plan which he had pro wr{len Dr.
Willard found that his days of activity on carth
were numbered. The Willard Asylum for the
Insane, so named as a mcmorial of him, has
been cstablished since his decease. At the time
of his death he was holding the pasitions of
Secretary of the State Mecdical Society, Examining
Surgcon for the Pension Office, and Surgeon-Gen-
eral of the State, all of which were to him ts of
arduous labor and unceasing fidelity. But the
dutics of these offices, in addition to his more
private professional engagements and other diver-
sificd claims upon his time, imposed upon
him a burden greater than his physical constitution
was able to bear. A sudden attack of discase,
superinduced by excessive exertion, accomplished
its fatal work within a very few days The
solemnitics of his funcral, as well as the warm
mcemorial tributes of different bodies, including the
Legislature of the State, furnished the most un-
questionable evidence that his death was regarded
as a public calamity.

Dr. Willard’s intellectual character was marked
by quick perception, sound judgment, retentive
memory, and much more than the ordinary power
of analysis and investigation. A diligent student
of books and a close observer of men and things,
he acquired a very large amount of gencral as well
as profcssional knowledge, and he devoted much
time to the local history and biography of the
medical profession, the results of which appear in
“ Albany Mecdical Annals,” Vol. 1. He possessed
large executive ability, and power of readily bring-
ing other minds into harmony with his own. l-fe
had, morcover, an exquisite taste, an eye to discern
whatever is beautiful in nature or art, and the deli-
cacy of his perccptions, especially in regard to
architectural proportions, was well-nigh unrivaled.
His. moral qualities were akin to his intcllectual
ones. He had great simplicity and dircctness of
character. With him the question, ** whatis right?”
was all absorbing, and he sought to scttle it by
light froin above and from within, without listening
10 the pleas of expediency or of imagined self-
intercst. His spirit was eminently genial and
cheerful, and, with his fine intellectual qualities and
more than ordinarily attractive manners, rendered
him a most agrecable companion. He was, withal,
a man of great benevolence. There was a chord
strung in his heart that vibrated quickly to every
form of human suffering.

But the intcllectual and moral qualitics with
which Dr. Willard was originally endowed were
essentially modified in their action by the influences
of Christianity. \When about sixteen years old,
during an extensive revival of religion in his
native place, he cntered upon the Christian life,

a1 .

and shortly after he joined the Congregational
Church at Wilton, and on his becoming a resident
of Albany transferred his membership to the Second
Presbyterian Church of this city, which was unbroken
during the remainder of his life.  For several years
he superintended the mission school in Lydius
strcet with great fidelity and success, though it
must have been at no small inconvenicnce, in view
of his daily professional engagements. In his med-
ical practice he often prescribed for the spiritual
as well as the physical man. The grand enterprise
for the relief of one of the most terrible forms of
human woe, which he had so much at heart in his
last days, was evidently prosccuted not merely.
from considerations of public expediency, nor yet
merely or chiefly from the influences of a naturally
benevolent spint, but from those higher principles
and feelings which it is the province of Christianity
alone to inspire,

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES OF SOME
PHYSICIANS.

WiLLiax Howarp Bamxy was born in Bethle-
hem, Albany County, December 28, 1825. He
was the seventh child of Dr. Solomon Bailey.
When about five years of age his father discontin-

‘uéd the active practice of his profession and re-

tired to a farm.  His father had always manifested

a great interest in the education of the young, and

was for years the active school officer of the town.

His family received his first and continued atten-

tion, and to him morethan to the schools in the

neighborhood were they indebted for their educa-

tional foundation upon which to build in after life.

After the death of his father, which occurred when

he was thirteen years of age, hc continued his

studies at Albany Academy, the Academy at Utica,

the State Normal School at Albany, and the

Seminary at Cazenovia. Five he devoted to

teaching. While having the charge of the Union

school in Trumansburg, he commenced the study

of medicine. He continued it all spare hours

during the two years that he had charge of male

academy in Cassctor, Alabama. He returned to

his native county, attended lectures at the Albany

Medical College,from which he graduated in 1853.

His mother, living in Utica, induced him to com-

mence the practice of his profession there, but in

September, 1854, he removed to Albany, where he

has been in practice since. He was made mem-

ber of the Albany County Medical Society in 1854;

was four years its treasurer, delegate to the Medical

Society of the State of New York, and Presideat of
the County Socicty; was made a permanent mem-

ber of the Medical Society of the State of New

York in 1864, and was Secretary of the same from

1865 to 1875. He was elected President in 1880, -
He reccived the honorary of M. D. from

Soule University, Texas, in 1871, and the d

of LL. D, in 1877, from the Washington and Jeff-
erson College, Penn. He was clécted Alderman

of Albany in 1874. In 1882 he was appointed
onc of the consulting board of the Hudson River
State Hospital for the Insane at Poughkecpsie, &
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position he continucs to hold. He was Obstetrician
several years at Albany Hospital; also U. S. Ex-
amining Surgeon for Pensions.

O. D. BarL was born, 1840, in Otsego County ;
educated at Hartwick Seminary; received his A.
M. degree at Union College ; entered the army in
1861; served as Regimental Quartermaster, Third
New York Artillery; as Ordnance Officer, Third
Division, Eighteenth Army Corps, and Assistant
Adjutant-General, Department N. C. Graduated
in medicine from New York College of Physicians
and Surgeons, 1867; practiced medicine in Otsego
County until 1874; then removed to Albany, and
continued the practice ever since. \Vas Coroner
of Otsego County three years; President of Otsego
County Medical Society, and for three years Dem-
mtrator of Anatomy in Albany Medical Col-

Jaxes F. Barxzz was born in Schenectady
in 1851. He is of New England ancestry. He
graduated from Union College in 1874. He studied
under Dr. James H. Armsby, of Albany, and
graduated from the Medical College in that city in
1877. In the same year he began practicing with
Dr. Gideon H. Armsby. He is a member of the
Albany County Medical Society. Among the papers
written by him is a biographical sketch of Dr.
Gideon l-{ Armsby, who died in 188a.

Ezza Avszrr BarTLETT comes of a historic
family, his great-grandfather, Josiah Bartlett,
M. D., being one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence. Dr. Bartlett served three years in
Battetoy “M,” Fourth U. S. Artillery, during the
war of the Rebellion. He reccived the degree of
A. B from Rochester University in 1870, and
that of M. D. from Albany Medical College in
1879, since which he has practiced in Albany. He
was married in 1871 to Miss Jennie Sargent, of
Rochester, N. Y. The name of Bartlett abounds
in every department of literary and professional
life in this country, especially in New England.

Heruaxn Benpzir began practicing in Albany
in 1876. He has met with success, and while
he is well versed as a general physician, he
has made his specialty diseases of the eye and ear.
In this difficult branch he has acquired high repu-
tation. He is a member of the Board of Public
Instruction, and has been its President for one
term.

Joux MiLtox BiceLow was bom in Albany,
August 23, 1846. He graduated from Albany Aca-
demgoin 1863, from Williams College in 1866, from
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York
City, in ls:f’l;amd received the degree of M, D,
from the l;yALlll;diul %ollege in‘ 1873. He
began practice in ny. His specialty is discases
of the throat, air ges and hw-t.’ He is a
member of the County Medical Society, and the
State Society. He was County Physician for 1876
and 1877. In 1870 he was appointed Professor
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics and Attending
Physician to the Albany Hospital, and in 1876 to
St. Peter’s Hospital. He has written on
*¢ Idiopathic tonitls,” *‘Croup,” “ﬁ;.perl-

drosis,” *“Tobacco Poisoning,” and other sub-
jects,

Josepr H. Bratxer, of German dcscent, was
born in Albany, August z0, 1848. He attended
private schools, the Albany Academy, Amherst and
Villiams Colleges, and graduated from the Albany
Medical College in 1872, He studied abroad for
two and one-half ycars, entering at Leir‘sic, Prague
and Vienna, and visiting the large hospitals of
Germany, England and France.  While at Prague
he received the degree of M. A, O. Duringthe first
two years of his practice he was in partnership
with Dr. A, Vanderveer. He was a member of
the Albany Dispensary Staff, and is 2 member of
the Albany County Medical Society. His spe-
cialties are obstetrics and diseases of women and
children.

Richarp J. BrowN was born in 1849, in
Lanark, Perth County, Canada. He aticnded
school there until 17 years ol age, when he cntered
the printing office of the Perth S/andard, Hc was
a reporter for one year ; then went on the Zoronto
Gl He left this business and cntered St
Michael’s College, Toronto. After mecting with
many reverses he removed to Albany in 1870,
making it his home ever since. He cntered the
office of Swinbume & Balch, graduated from the
Albany Medical College, and, in 1831, began the
practice of his profession.

Freperick Luxe Crassex was born in Albany,
July 7, 1857. He was educated in the public
schools, graduating from the High School; gradu-
ated from Albany Medical College in 1881, and at
once began practice,. He is a member of the Al-
bany County Medical Society, and has been one
of its Censors. He has held, since 1883, the posi-
tion of Coroner’s Physician. His specialty is dis-
eases of the throat and lungs. He is author of
¢“Ancurism of the Aorta,” “Water as a Surgical
Dressing,” and * Hydro Nephrosis.”

Joux Buiss Conkrix was born in Sand Lake,
Rensselacr County, in 1832, His family moved to
Illinois in 1884. He graduated at Chicago Mecdi-
cal College in 1852, le read homuwopathy and
graduated in -that school in Detroit in 1854. He
practiced in Bennington, Vt, one year. Made
cancers a specialty, and practiced in Buffalo, N. Y.,
six months; in San Francisco, Cal., eightcen
months ; and in Mexico, six months. Retuming,
he settled in Albany in 1862, wherc he has since
continued practicing his profession.

Cuarres M. Curver was born at West Troy,
September 28, 1856, He graduated from Union
College in 1878, and from Albany Mecdical College
in 1881. He attended at the University of Berlin
for eight months, going thence to Paris, where
his studies were pursued for ten months ; thence
to London, rcturning to Albany in 1883, where
he began %r;ctice as an oculist and aurist. He
is a member of the Albany County Medical
Society. During the present year, his translation
from the French of Dr. Landolt’s (Paris) work
on *‘Refraction and Accommodation of the Eye”
will be published, :
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Freoeric C. Curtis, though of New England
parentage, was born in South Carolina. He

graduated from Beloit College in 1866, and.

received his M. D. from the College of Physicians
and Surgeons, New York, in 1870, after which he
took a year of travel in Europe. He was estab-
lished here in 1871. He is an ex-President of the
County Medical Society, permanent member of
the State Society, and member of American Public
Health Association and American Dermatological
Association, editor of * Albany Medical Annals,”
and of Vol. 11 of **County Society Transactions.”
He is Professor of Skin Diseascs in the Albany Med-
ical College, and physician in the same department
in Albany and St. Peter’s Hospitals. He is also a
member of the State Board of Health,

Joux Savage Deravax was born in Ballston,
Saratoga County, October 18, 1840. He was a
student at Military Institutes and at Union College.
He graduated from Albany Medical College in
1861, practicing in Albany for one year. During
the Civil War he scrved as surgeon in various posi-
tions. At the close of the war he returned to
Albany, and was appointed Pension Examining
Surgeon, which he held, with the exception of
about one year passed in Furope on account of
poor health, until 1875. Under the administra-
tion of Mr. Hayes he was Vice-Consul at Geneva,
returning to Albany in 1879. He was appointed,
in 1880, one of the Commissioners of the State
Board of Health. His ialty is diseases of
women. He is author :ﬁ:any pers, among
which are “Vital Registration,” *Use of Alcohol
in Health,” and a scries of articles cntitled ¢ Obstet-
ric Hints for Young Practitioners.”

Fraxg H. Fisk was born, August 6, 1853, in
- Salisbury, Ct. Ie attended the public schools of

Bridgeport, Ct. ; studied medicine in Springfield,
Mass.; graduated from Albany Medical College in
1882, and at once began his practice in Albany.
His specialty is surgery, and he has performed
many capital operations. He is a member of the
County Medical Society.

Davip FrLeischxax was born in Albany, March
12, 1859. le graduated from Albany High
School in 1875, Yale College in 1876, and Albany
Medical College in 1831. e began practice in
Albany in November, 1882, making throat dis-
cases his specialty. He is the author of “Nasal
Pulypus;” 1s a member of the County Society, and

pl;‘)‘swian for throat diséases in the Albany Flospi-
tal .

Sanvet IusTixcTox Freexax is a lineal descend-
ant of Edward Freeman, who came from England
in 16315, and was one of the first scttlers of Plym-
outh. e isa grandson of Hon. Jonathan Frceman,
one of the founders of the township of Hanover,
N. 11, and of Dartmouth Collcge, of which he
was trustce and trcasurer for forty years, and a
member of the United States Congress when
Washington was President, a member of the Com-
mittee of Safety during the Revolutionary War, and
filled many other impurtant trusts in the history of

the State and Nation. Jonathan Freeman, Esq.,
the father of the subject of this sketch, was bom in
Hanover, N. H., where he was greatly esteemed
for his unostentatious charities and probity of
character. Besides filling other important offices of
trust, he was Justice of thc Peace and Quorum
for more than Dr. Freeman was born
in Hanover, N. H., August 24, 1821, and wasgrgd-
uated at Dartmouth College in 1843. He studied
medicine at Dartmouth Medical College, and
raduated at the Albany Medical College in 1846.
ile' afterward became associated with his former
preceptor, Dr. James H. Armsby, as partner in
professional business, which continued for twelve
years. He has been an active member of the
Albany County Medical Society, and has contrib-
uted monographs on various subjects of profes-
sional interest. He was twice elected President of
this Society. His address on ¢ Human Longev-
ity and Hygiene” was published in the Transac-
tions of the State Medical Society, of which he was
elected a anent member in 1862. He mar-
ried, in 1851, Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Hon.
Gideon Hawley, of Albany. He is President of
the Board of Curators of the Albany Medical Col-
lege, and a member of the Medical Staff of the
Albany Hospital, which positions he has filled for
many years., :

GeorGe E. GorHax was born at Le Raysville,
Bradford County, Pa., November 8, 1850; attended
Le Raysville Academy and Waverly High School,
and graduated from Hahnemann College, Chi
Ill,, in 1874. Helocated in Athens, Pa., remain-
ing there until 1878, when he removed to Albany.
He is a member of the American Institute of Ho-
maocopathy, the New York State Society, the Albany
County Society, and the Society of Northern New
York. He was Secretary and Treasurer of the
County Society, is now its Vice-President, and Sec-
retary and Treasurer of Society for Northern New
York. He is the author of *‘ Treatment of Croup
%" Inhalation of Bromine,” “Common Sense

erapeutics,” and *‘ Acute Yellow Atrophy of the
Liver,” with cases,

Wittiax Haices, Jr.,, was bom in Albany,
October 14, 1839. He was educated in
public schools and at the Albany Classical Insti-
tute under Prol C. H. Anthony. During 1868
and 1869 he studied under the late Dr. Alden
March, and classified his notes, which had been
accumulating for fifty years. During this time he
articulated a skeleton, which is yet in the College
Museum. He graduated from the Albany Medi-
cal College in 1870, being class valedictorian, re-
ceiving a competitive prize. In 1872 he estab-
lished himself in practice in Albany, which has
been interrupted only by two trips abroad—one
taken in 1875 to’ Germany and Italy; the other,
three years later, to Paris and London, where he
attended lectures.” During 1869-71 he was resi-
dent physician in the Albany Hospital, and is now
attending surgeon to the same, and to St. Peter's
Haspital, In 1872 he was Demonstrator of Anato-
my; in 1873, Lecturer on Surgical Dressings and



r

Ui HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.

—_—

.:l[gplianca; mﬁe 1854Ahas been P&ofm of
istology an ical Anatomy in the y
Medical College. H:ﬁ:ns daily classes in practical
microscopy, held in Alumni Hall of the college. He
frequently res before medical and other societies
u technical, scientific and Popular subjects.

e has performed many capital operations, his
specialties being sargery, cathology and micros-
cory. He is Vice-President of the County Medi-
cal Society, and delegate to the British Medical
and New York State societies.

Wittiax N. Havs was born in New Scot-
land, Albany County, in 1850. He studied higher
mathematics, natural sciences and classics at Falley
and \Vhitestown seminaries until 1872. He then
began the study of medicine with Prof. James H.
Armsby, and graduated with honors from the Al-
bany Medical College, in 1875. He hasbeen resi-
dent physician at the Albany Hospital.

Nresox Huntixe was born in Wrights, Scho-
harie County, November 21, 1837; attended the
Academy in Gallupville, the State Normal School,
Albany, and graduated from New York Homaeo-
a-llic Medical College in 1869. He practiced

three years in Gallupville, removing to Albany
in 1872. He is a member of the American Insti-
tute of Homceopathy, the New York State Society
and the Albany County Society.

Avrrep B. Huesten received his diploma from
the Albany Medical College in 1863, and in
1868 opened a retail drug store on the corner of
Eagle and Daniel strects  Dr. Huested, in Sep-
tember, 1883, was appointed Professor of Botany
and Materia Medica in the Albany College of Phar-
macy, of which he was one of the founders ; and
in ‘July, 1884, a member of the State Board of
Pharmacy.

P. ). Kegeax is a well-known physician and
surgeon of Albany. Formerly he was house phé'si-
cian at Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, and is
now visiting surgeon to St. Peter’s Hospital, Home
for the Aged, and of the Litte Sisters of the Poor
at Albany,

Uriag B. LaMoure was born, March 4, 1844,
in Albany; attended the Albany Academy; gradu-
ated from the Albany Medical College in 1878,
and began practicee He is member of Albany
County Medical Society, and is now its treadurer.
He received the appointment of County Physician
four years ago, which he still holds. His specialty
is discases arising from the abuse of stimulants,

Mavrice J. Lzwt was born in Albany on the 1st
day of Deccember, 1857, After graduating from
the Albany Free Academy (High School) he took
a private éomell course with Prof. Altmeyer, at the
same time taking up the study of medicine. He
graduated in January, 1877, and acted as class
orator. Was appointed to the house staff of the
Albany Hospital, scrving for one and one-half
{;m& He continued his studics in 1878, at the

niversity of Hecidclberg, and in 1879 atthe Vienna
Univensity, where he became one of the assistants
in the Children's Hospital under Profl Widerhofer,

On his seturn fiom Furope he commenced the act-
ive practice of medicine, devoting himself more
particularly to diseases of women and children, on
which subjects he has delivered several courses of
lectures in the Albany Medical College. He isan
ex-President of the Academy of Medicine, hasbeen
Secretary of the Albany County Medical Society,
member of the Exccutive Committee of the Alum-
ni Association, and is connected with the Dispen-
sary Staff of the Albany Hospital. He has con-
tributed variously to the literature of medicine,
more particularly in his special branches of prac-
tice. He is a member of various fraternal bodlies,
and at present senior deacon of Wadsworth Lodge,
No. 417, of Free Masons.

Joux McALiister was bornin Brooklyn, March
, 1858, and attended the Catholic Brothers’ Col-
isege, Chicago, 1L, and the public schools of Al-
bany ; graduated from Albany Medical College in
1879, and at once began practice. His specialty
is insanity and diseases the nervous system ;
often called to testify as an expert. He is 2 mem-
ber of the Albany County Medical Socicty.

Hexry Marcn, son of Dr. Alden March,
was born at Albany, N. Y., December 13, 1827.
He was educated in New Haven and Fairfield,
Conn., and in Albany, graduating from Albany
Medical College in 1853. He is a member of
Albany County Mecdical Society, of the New York
State Medical Society, of the American Medical
Association, and Curator of the Albany Medical
College. He was president of the County Society’
in 1876, and its trcasurcr in 1863. He is the
author of papeis, read before the Cou::}y Society,
on * Anesthetic Agents,” ** Polypus of Uterus,”
¢¢ Paracentesis-Thoracis,” ctc.; and ‘A Biograph-
ical Sketch of Jercmiah O. Havens, M. D.”
During the civil war he served for a brief period
as voluntecr surgecon. In 1862 he married a
daughter of Walter R. Bush, ., of Troy, N. Y.
Dr. March is a director of the Y. M. C. A., and
manager of the City Tract and Missionary Society.

Hesry F. Merexess was born at Sharon Center,
Schoharie County, March 19, 1849. He was edu-
cated at the public schools, Fort Plain Seminary,
Knoxville Academy, and the State Normal School
at Albany, where he graduated in 1869. He
studicd medicine with Dr, James H. Armsby, and
graduated from the Albany Medical College in
1874, and began practice in Albany. His
cialty is obstetrics. He was valedictorian of his
class, and was for some time Treasurer of the Al-
bany County Mecdlical Society. Since 1879 has
been Acting Assistant Surgeon of the Marine Hos-
pital service for the Port of Albany. le is Sur-
geon on the staff of Albany Burgesses Corps, and
‘Treasurer of the same,

Cyrus S. MzreiLr was born in Vermont, He
graduated from Amherst College in 1867, and from
the College of thsicians and Surgeons, New York,
in 1870, and sctiled in Albany, making a specialty
of Ophthalmology and Owlogy, e is a member
of the Amcrican Ophthalmology Socicty, of the
Amcrican Otology Socicty, and of the Albany
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County Medical Society. He has received ap-
pointments as Professor of Ophthalmology in the
Albany Medical College, Ophthmalic and Aural
Surglon to St. Peter’s Hospital, the Albany City
Hospital, to the Child’s Hospital in Albany, and to
the Troy Hospital. He is the author of many
papers upon his specialty.

WiLLian F. Misaxk was born in Coeymans,
Albany County, March 8, 1831. He graduated
from the Albany Academy in 1859, and from the
Albany Medical College in 1872, He is a mem-
ber of the Albany County Homaapathic Society, of
the New York State Society, and the American In-
stitute of Homaropathy, being forseveral years Sec-
retary of the County Socicty. His specialty is Sur-
gery.

Ebpwarp Moore, M. R. C, V. S, located in
Albany in1872. He went abroad and matriculated
at the Royal Veterinary College, London, receiving
honors.  He was there offered, by the Privy
Council, the position of Inspector under the pro-
vislons of “ The Contagious Diseases Act.” In
i877 Dr. Moore returned to Albany. He has
been veterinary cditor of the Cultioutor and Country
Gentleman for seven years, and is a Fellow of the
Veterinary Medical Association of London, Eng-
land. His rcputation as a cattle pathologist is well
established, and his practice extends throughout
the United States and Canada.

Frepexick D. MorrineL was bom in Wakefield,
Mass., August 3, 1855. He attended the gram-
mar schools of Boston and the public schools of
Albany, N. Y.; graduated from the Albany Med-
ical College in 1880, beginning practice the same
year. During 1879, "80, "8t he was resident physi-
cian of the alms-house, and is now City District
Physician. His specialty is discases of women and
children; is author of ** Injections and their Uses
in the Practice of Medicine.” He isa member of
the Albany County Medical Society.

Georce S. Muxsox was born in Waterford, Sara-
toga County, April 4, 1856. He was educated by
private tutors, at Anthony’s Classical Institute and
Piinceton College, and graduated from the Albany
Medical College in 1880.  The two years following
were passed in New York under the teachings of
Drs. Knapp, Noves and Agnew, and while there
he was First Assistant to the New York Ophthal-
mic and Aural Institute, Dr. Knapp, Surgeon-in-
Chief. Ile began practice in Albany in 1882, and
was married in 1884 to Miss May S. Downing, of
the city. He has been for two years Ophthalmic
and Aural Surgeon to St. Peter's Hospital, and is
a member of the Albany County Medical Society.

Wx. H. Murrar was born in Pound Ridge,
Westchester County, December, 184§: graduated
at Union College, 1867, and Albany Medical Col-
lege, 1868; scitled in Albany, 1870; was Supervisor
of Sixteenth Ward, 1877, and held the pasition four
yecars, 1le was clected Alderman, 1882, and Presi-
dent of the Common Council. By virtue of that
office, was sworn in as Mayor when Mayor Nolan
resigned, and held the oftice till the Courts gave it

to Dr, John Swinbume. 1las held the oflices of.

Police Surgeon, District Physician, Coroner’s Phy-
sician, and now holds the office of Physician to
Penitentiary. Has held the office of Vice-President
and Treasurer of Albany County Medical Society.

Tueovore W. NzrLris was born at Schoharie
Court House. He graduated from the Schoharie
Academy in 1869, and the Albany Medical Col-
lege in 1881. His specialty is treatment of
hernia and kindred diseases; he is the manufac-
turer of trusses and other surgical apslianca, and
conducts the business of druggist and aj Iy.
He is 2 member of the Albany County Medical -
Society. treasurer of the Alumni Association of
the College, and a member of its executive com-
mittee.

Wicreiax J. Nzris was bom at Schoharie Court
House, September 3, 1855, He graduated from
the Schoharie Academy in 1872, and from the Al-
bany Medical College in 1879, and at once began
practicing in Albany. He is a member of the Al-
bany County Society, and for two ycars, 1883 to
"85, served as Censor. .

Georcx W. ParEx was born in Albané:n 1854 ;
graduated at the Columbia Medical College of
Physicians and Surgeons, New York City, in 1874.
He has practiced his profession in Albany for the
last eleven years.

T. KizxLaxp Pemry was bom in Dublin,
Cheshire County, N. H., June 16, 1853. He
attended the public schools of Albany, graduating
in 1866, and received a classical education through
private tutors, He served several years with Messrs.
Clement & Rice, astheir prescription clerk; studied
under Dr A. Vanderveer, and graduated from the
Albany Medical College in 1875. He was essayist
of his class, and received a prize for his thesis. He
at once began practice.  He is a member of the
County Sociely; was’ its secretary in 1878, and is
now its vice-president.  He is author of papers
upon °*‘Clinical Thermometry,” ¢ History of
.-\nence(?halic Monsters,” ¢ Scarlatina, with Un-
usual Complications,” and an address, entitled
¢ Obstetric Memoranda,” delivered as Vice-Presi-
dent of the County Society, in 1884. He has
been, since 1876, member of the dispensary staff
of the City Hospital, and is attending Physician at
St. Peter's Hosl;‘ital. He was married, in 1878, to
Grace Crosby Moore, who died in April, 1885,
leaving two children.

CuarrLrs H. Porter, of Dutch and New Eng-
land ancestry, was born in Ghent, Columbia
County, November 11, 1834. He was educated
in Hudson, N. Y., Philadelphia, Pa., and at
Yale College, where he was made A. M. in 1857,
His medical studies were pursued in the Albany
Medical College, whence he graduated in 1861,
He settled in this citv, making a specialty of med-
ical jurisprudence. He is a member of the New
York State Mcdical Society, and of the Connecticut
Academy of Science. He has been a frequent con-
tributor to professional journals; for two ycars he
was Professor of Chemiistry in the Vermont Medical
College, and from 1855 to 1862 Professor of
Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence in the Albany
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Medical College; from 1872 to 1874 he was at-
tending Surgeon to St. Peter's Hospital, Albany.
In the late war he was Assistant Surgeon, Fortieth
Regiment, New York Volunteers ; and, from 1863
to 1865, Surgeon Sixth Regiment, New York Heavy
Artillery. He has been United States Examining
Surgeon since 1871, :

Portar Lo Faverre Rzvnorps was bomn in
Cabot, Washington County, Vermont, in 1823.
He graduated from the Albany Medical College
in 1861; he practiced for six months in Troy, N.
'Y.; then became Assistant Surgeon to the One
Hundred and Sixty-ninth New York Volunteers,
removing to Albany in December, 1863. Heisa
member of the Albany County Homazopathic So-
:‘:;ty, and of the American Institute of Homceop-

Y.

osepi \WArrEX RiLEy was born in West Troy,
Albany County; attended the public schools of
Troy and graduated from the Troy Academy. Be-
gan the study of Medicine, 1878 ; graduated from
Albany Medical College, 1883, Served two years
as resident physician of the Albany alms-house,
and one as city physician ; has been practicing
since 1882 in the city of Albany,

Orro Rrrzuax was born in Albany, April 7,
1857, and received a common school education ;
graduated from the Albany Medical Collegein 1879,
and at once began !)mctice. He was appoint-
ed District Physician in 1879, which he still holds.
He is a member of the County Society. In 1884,
in partrership with \V. H. Murray, M. D., he es-
tablished a drug store,

Dexxis P. SuzvLix was born, August 3, 1858, in
Albany. He graduated from the Christian Broth-
eu; ékg\demy ig 8::876' am‘l:«:rom AlbanysMedi-
cal College in 1880 ; practiced at Saratoga Springs
for three years ; located in Albany in 1883?,“':\3
coroner’s physician, 1883, '84. His specialty is dis-
eases of the throat and lungs. He is member of
the Albany County Medical Society, Union Med-
ical Association, Saratoga County Medical Society,
and is Physician to the Catholic Benevolent Society
of Albany: :

Jonx Hexry SkiLLicorN was born in Albany, Dec,
25, 1860, and educated at Albany High School,
Comell University, and Albany Medical College,
from which he graduated in 1883, He was pro-
sector of anatomy in the Medical College, for the
years 1882, °83, "84, and was the first to successfully
carry an independent quiz class through the year.
He is 2 member of the County Socicty and author
of *‘* How to Study. Anatomy Scientigcolly," ‘“Re-
ports of Complicated Cases of Typhoid Fever ” and
contributor of various articles upon popular medi-
cine. His specialty is surgery, particularly frac-
tures. .

Nozxax L. Sxow was born in Root, Montgomery
County, April 7, 18?9. He graduated from Union
College, 1859, and from the College of Physicians
and Su of New York City in March, 1861,
From 1862 to 1865 he served in the United States

army; then practiced at Canajoharie, N, Y., remov-

ing in 1875 to Albany. He was a member of the
Montgomery County Medical Society, and is a
member of the Albany Medical Society, the New
York State Medical Socicty, and of the American
Medical Association, From August 23, 1863, to
February 18, 1864, he was Assistant Surgeon in
the United States army, and Surgeon from Feb-
ruary 18, 1864, to October 18, 1865. During the
summer of 1865 he was health officer of the dis-
trict of Savannah, Ga. He was President of the
Albany County Society in 1882, He has served as
Alderman-at-large, and is now President of the
Albany Common Council. Dr. Snow’s literary
contributions are many, among which are: ¢ Syph-
ilitic Degeneration of Arteries as a Cause of
Aneurism,” ‘‘Strangulated Hernia, with Result
of Nine Operations,” and ‘‘Some Practical
Facts in Fractures of the ‘Thigh,” verified by the
treatment of twenty-five cases occurring in private
practice. ,

H. R. Starxwzatuer was born in Montgomery
County, June 11, 1850, Graduated at the Albany
Medical College in 1871, Since that time has
been engaged in the practice of medicine in
the city of Albany. Was elected Supervisor in 1878,
and continued in the board three terms. Served
five years as coroner’s physician and is now city
physician,

B. U. Sreexserc, born in Malta, Saratoga
County, April 18, 1839; graduated from Albany
Medical College, 1870 ; was Secretary of the Albany
County Medical Society in 1876, and Vice-Presi-
dent, 1879. .

Joux Bexjaxix StoxeHousk was born in Albany,
June 4, 1852. He graduated from the Albany
Academy in 1869, and from the Medical College
in 1871, from which time until November, 1874,
he was Assistant Surgeon in ‘‘Sanford Hall,” a
private insane asylum at Flushing, L. L. ; he then
came to Albany, remaining until 1876, when he
became Resident Physician, one year, at ** Brigham
Hall,” Canandaigua, N. Y. is specialties are
nervous and mental diseases. He is Secrctary of
the County Medical Society. For three years he
served as Lecturer on Nervous and Mental Dis-
eases in the Albany Medical College, and now has
charge of that department in the Ilospital Dispen-
sary. He is one of the cditors of the Aluny Nled-
acal Annals. Among works by him are: ¢ General
Paresis of the Insane,” “ Syphilitic Nervous Dis-
eases,” *‘ Delirium Trcmens.” In May, 1882, he

ublished the result of ‘* Niter of Amyl in Opium
oisoning,” which he claims was the d’m case ever
30 treated. As President of the Union Medical
Association he read, in 1883, a paper entitled
¢« Historical Retrospect of the Care dﬁ Insane.”

Joux Troxrsox was born at Athboy, County of
Meath, Ireland, December 10, 1837, and emigrated
to this country in 1847. He was cducated in the
public schools at Binghamton, and graduated from
the Medical Department of the University of the
State of New York in 1868, and at unce began

ctice in Albang. He is a member of the Albany

unty Medical o
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Frankrin Towssexn, Jr., was born in Albany,
November 4, 1854. His education was pursued
at the Albany State Normal School, the Alban
Academy, and Williams College, where he -
uated in 1873; three years later he graduated
from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New
York; and during 1876-7 was House Surgeon in
Charity Hospital, New York. He then pursued
his studies at Vienna, Strasburg and London,
rcturning in 1878, and commencing practice in
Albany. He is attending Physician at St. Pcter's
Hospital, and to the Protestant and the Catholic
Orphan Asylums; he is a member of the Albany
County Medical Society, of which he has been
Censor. His specialty is Diseases of Women and
Children. Among papers of which he is the author
are: *“ Ovulation and Menstruation, considered in
their Physiological Relations,” ¢ Treatment of
the Parturient Breast,” *‘Some Considerations on
Uterine Congestions,” and *‘ Parturient Haemo-
philia.”

Tuoxas M. Treco was born in New York City,
August 30, 1847. Hec graduated from Rutgers
College, N. J., in 1870 ; he studied medicine un-
der Drs. S. O, Vanderpoel, Thomas, and Edward
R. Hun, of Albany, and Thomas M. Markoe, of

~New York City, and graduated from the College
of Physicians and Surgcons, New York, in 1874.
He returned to Albany, where he held the position
of Resident Physician to St. Peter's Hospital, which
he soon resigned and began practice. He was
shortly appointed attending Physician at the Child's
Hospital and St. Agnes’' School. In 1878 he
visited England, Ircland, Scotland, Germany and
France, resuming, upon his return, his practice.

WiLLis G. Tucker, Ph. G., Ph. D., was bom,
Albany, October 31, 1849. He was educated
at the Albany Academy and the Albany Medical
College, receiving his degree of M. D. in 1870.
Dr. Tucker’s professional life has been a success-
ful and busy one. The offices held by him are:
Assistant Professor of Chemistry, Albany Medical
College, 1871-3; Lecturer on Materia Medica
and Assistant Professor of Chemistry, 1874-5; Ad-
junct Professor of Matcria Medica and Chemistry,
1875-6; Professor of Inorganic and Analytical
Chemistry, 1876-1882,t0 which has been added
Professor of Medical Iluri rudence and Registrar
of the Albany Medical College, since 1583; Pro-
fessor of Natural Science, St. Agnes’ School, since
1873; Instructor in Chemistry, Albany Academg',
1874, etc., cte. He was one of the founders of the

Albany College of Pharmacy, and is a member of
the leading American medical and scientific socie-
ties. During 188184 he was analyst to the State
Board of Health. Dr. Tucker, in addition to his
professional work, has been a contributor to various
scientific periodicals.

Avszrr VAxDER VEER was bom, July 10, 1841,
in Root, Montgomery County. He attended .
lectures at the Albany Medical College, the
National Medical College and the College of
Physicians and Surgcons of New York, grad-
uating in December, 1862, from the National
Medical College (Medical Department of the
Columbia College, Washington, D. C.). He re-
ceived the degree of M. D. from the Albany Med-
ical College in 1869, and settled in Albany.
In 1874-75 he spent six months in the hos-
pitals of London and Paris. He is a member
of the Albany County Medical Society, of which he
was president ‘in 1873; the New York State Med-
ical gocxe ty, of which he was elected president in
Fcbruary, 1885; the American Medical Association,
and of the British Medical Association. He was
appointed Medical Cadet in the United States army
in June, 1862; Assistant Surgeon of the 66th New
York Volunteers in December, 1862, and Surgeon
in the same regiment in June, 1864; in 1869 he
was made attending Surgeon of the Alban{I os-
pital, andin 1874 of St. Peter’s Hospital e was
clected, in 1869, Professor of General and Special
Anatomy in the Albany Medical College, and, in
1876, Professor of the Principles and Practice of
Surgery in that institution. is specialty is sur-
gery, in which he has performed, successfully,
many major operations. He is also the writer of
many valuable contributions to medical literature.

Joux WiLsox was boin in Ireland in 1813,
emigrating to this country twenty-one years later.
He received a theolegical education in a 'school
founded by the Government, and taught one of the
first public schools ever established in Ireland.
He lived in"Albany from 1833 to 1843, when he
went to Syracuse, graduating from the Syracuse
Eclectic Medical College in 1847; he received
a diploma from the New York Eclectic College
some ycars later. From 1853 to 1861 he lectured
upon medical subjects throughout central New
York, and returned to Albany in 1862. He isa
member of the Albany District Eclectic Medical
Society, and has.served as its secretary and
treasurer.  He also belongs to the State i

Society.
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HISTORY OF EDUCATION.

DBy Prof JONATHAN TENNEY, I'h. D,

F all the colonies only Massachusetts and Con-
necticut made carly provision for a common
school education for the whole people. The other
New England colonies made similar provision as
soon as their numbers and organization made it
expedient. With these colonies it was, from the first,
an established principle that all government must
proceed from the people, be formed by the people
and for the people. Intelligence and virtue were
regarded as its onmly safeguards. All children
should early be instructed in lessons of obedience
to wholesome law, in virtue as its foundation, and
in knowledge enough to make them understand
their rights as citizens and how to defend them, and
their duties to each other and how to discharge
them. It was established that self-preservation
demanded that the state should inmsist that
the money of the state, duly raised by taxation and
fairly apportioned, should educate the children of
the state.  To this principle there was rare dissent.
The crowning glory of New England, giving its sons
everywhere prosperity, influence and power, comes
from its free schools. -

Tyranny was afraid of intelligence among the
people. In some colonies, as in Virginia, free
schools and 2 consequent free press were openly
opposed. In New York, governors scldom dared
open oppoasition; but the schools were degraded by
indifference and neglect.

DUTCH COLONIAL PERIOD.

The men who held public trusts during the
Dutch colonial period, such as Directors, Vice-
Directors, and officers under the Patroons, received
their education in Holland. This was true, also,
of the few clergy and other men of the literary
professions of law, medicine and teaching. During
the English colonial period, at first the same class of
men came over, cducated in the English schools.
They belonged to the aristocratic or wealthy classes,
As a rule, they all regarded the laboring classes as
born to toil and servitude, having little time for

anything but drudgery, and little need of knowing

anything else. One of the governors boldly
declarcd that all the common people nceded to

know was how to carn moncy to pay their
taxes. ’

In the Charter of Frcedoms and Exemptions
granted by the West India Company toall patroons,
masters, or private persons who “ will plant col-
onies in New Nctherlands,” under date of June 7,
1629, occurs the following:

¢ XXVIIL.—The Patroons and Colonists in par-
ticular, and in the spcediest manner, must endcavor
to find out ways and means whercby they may
supply a minister and schoolmaster, that thus the
service of God and zcal for religion may not grow
cool and be neglected among them, and they shall,
for the first, procure a comforter of the sick .
there.”

In the new project of freedoms and cxemptions
made in 1630, the same condition was re-cnacted
in terms as follows:

““The patroons shall, a'so, particularly exert
themsclves to find speedy means to maintain a
clergyman and schoolmaster, in order that Divine
Service and zeal for religion may be planted in that
country, and send, at first, a comforter of the
sick thither.”

In the articles and conditions drawn up and
published by the Chamber of Amsterdam, in 1638,
for the colonization and trade of New Nctherlands,
under the West India Company, appears the fol-
lowing: ¢ Each householder and inhabitant shall
bear such tax and public charge as shall hereafter
be . considered proper for the maintcnance of
clergymen and comforters of the sick. school-
masters, and such like necessary officers; and the
Director and Council there shall be” written to
touching the form hereof, in order, on receiving
further information thercupon, it be rendered the
least oncrous and vexatious.”

It is here to be noted that the comforter of the
sick and the schoolmaster were usually united in
the same person; that he was first to wait on the
sick and render other service as helper to the
clergyman; and that care of the boys and teach-
ing them was only occasional, and directed mostly
to rcligious catechisms and a little reading and
spclling, with much moral and physical discipline,
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A rccent intelligent writer observes: * Religion
was the lcading idea in Dutch teaching. I have
seen a2 Dutch Primer, or A B C Book, as it is
called (Amsterdam), similar to our New England
Primer. It has a large rooster on one page, and a
picture of 2 Dutch school on the other. The
master has a cap on his head and a bunch of twigs
in his hand. Thec class stands before him and
other boys arc scated at their desks.  After a very
little spelling, succeeds the Lord’s Prayer, Creed,
Dccalogue, Morning and Evening Prayer, Grace
before and after mcat.  The instruction is al-
together religious, which feature (I suppose) is
retained in our Catholic schools to this day. The
English Episcopalians also had thcir Primer,
corresponding to the Dutch and New England
Primers.”

Adam Roclantsen, previously a schoolmaster in
New Amsterdam, came to Rensselacrwyck as a
settler in 1639. From all that has been learned,
he appears to have been the first schoolmaster at
New Amsterdam from 1638 to 1639. He appears
in scveral law suits from 1638 to 1653. We hear
of him last in Manhattan.

We are sorry to find that his character was one of
great rashness and imprudence; that he was easily
provoked and frequently engaged in quarrels and
lawsuits with his neighbors. In one of these he
was found guilty of adultery and sentenced to be
publicly flogged. Indeed, the character of the
early clergy and schoolmasters was often such as
to be a scandal to *‘ the Divine Service” and to the
service of cducating the children.

Dr. O'Callaghan wecll says: The state of
morals in New Amsterdum was, at this period
(1638), by no means hcaithy, owing as well to the
description of persons which trade brought thither,
as tothe absence, in a great part, of an agricultural
population. This remark applics as well to Bever-
wyck, and to other years than 1638.

The mass of the pcople who came to New
Netherlands were unable to read or write, Most of
them wecre indifferent to the matter. Hence,
schools, when opened, were kept irregularly, by ill-
qualified and unprincipled men, and as a temporary
. service,

The better educated and more prosperous spoke
and wrote of the importance of good school-
masters, But the money and cffort necessary to
secure them were scldom given. These were
nceded in the interests of trade.

That a school was needed and in contemplation
in Beverwyck as carlyas 1643, is made manifest
by a letter of the worthy Arendt Van Curler to the

s

patroon. But we find no evidence that this ** con-
templation " resulted in action. Indeed, very little
is said about schoolmasters or schools in Rens-
selaerwyck or Beverwyck during the whole Dutch
period.

A schoolmaster, in 1644, was estimated at one-
fourth the value of a clergyman, or thirty florins
per month, finding his own rations. In 1661, his
pay had advanced to eightcen guilders per month
and board-wages. It may have been all he was
worth. ‘

The commonalty were required to bavethe youth
instructed by good schoolmasters.  But the require-
ment was seldom enforced. The common pecople
were poor; the government had matters to see to of
more personal interest. It will be noticed that the
schools were not free so long as the patroons were
required to pay for them.

The schoolmaster of that carly day *‘acted many
parts.” He was expected to be cspecially helpful
to the minister and the church out of school as well
as in. It was his duty to ‘‘promote religious
worship,” to *“ read the word of God ” at the open-
ing of scrvice, and sometimes to * exhort the
people.” He was a ¢“consoler of the sick.” He
attended the consistory. He was church clerk,
sexton, bell-ringer and grave-digger, and usually
served as foresinger, precentor or chorister. A
very useful man he might be; but how much of a
teacher could he be! ‘

A comforter of the sick who could also act as
schoolmaster.” ‘‘A precentor who could also
act as schoolmaster.” Old documents often use
these expressions.

The historian of the town of Flatbush writes:

“From the records of the town, it appears that the
schoulmaster acted as town clurk, and as the rates of
tuition were Jow, previously to the American revolution,
the offices of scxton and **forcsinger,” or chorister of the
church, were conferred upon him, with a view to increase
his emoluments. He received all interment fecs for infants
and adylts, according to a scale of cstablished prices, and
for his scrvices as chorister he was paid an annual salary
by the consistory of the church. The chorister, in addi
tion to his duty of taking the kad in setting and singing the
Psalms and lymns, was also required to ring the bedl for
all public scrvices, to read the commandments at the com-
mencement of the morning worship, and the Aposties’
Crecd in the aftcrnoon. These latter scrvices were all
performed in the Dutch language, and uniformly continned
so until about the year 1790, at the time when Mr. Gabried
Ellison, the_first English schoolmastr, ket the village.”

Flatbush did not differ much from other settle-
ments of those days,

It is deemed worthy of note by an observer in
1647, that a’college had been founded in Massachu-
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setts some ten years before; but little or no eflorts
bad been made by the authorities of New Nether-
lands to establish even 2 primary school in any part
ofthe country. It was asserted that * the youth is
spoiled,” and needed a school that they might be
““kept out of the street” and ‘*under strict subor-
dination,” Grog-shops and houses where tobacco
and beer could be had were plenty. They were
sometimes kept by discouraged schoolmasters,

In the remonstrance against the management of
the West India Company, made by Adrien Van-
der Donck and others, claiming to represent the
people of New Netherlands, and addressed to the
Lords States General, in 1639, occurs the follow-

_ing: *‘There ought to be, also, a public school,
provided with two good teachers, so that the youth
in so wild a country, where there are so many
dissolute people, may, first of all, be instructed
and indoctrinated, not only in reading and writ-
ing, but also in the fear of the Lord. Now the
school is kept very irregularly, by this one or that,
according to his fancy, as long as he thinks
proper.”

In his reply to this remonstrance, in the same year,
Secretary Van Tienhoven, in behalf of the Director-
General, admits that the new school-house has not
been built, and that *‘there is no Latin school or
Academy;” but claims that a place has been
selected for the school of Jan Cornelissen, while
other schools, enough for “ the circumstances of
the country,” are kept by *‘other teachers” in
“hired houses.” But little credit can be given to
any statements made by this corrupt man and ser-
vile tool of the West India Company. His history
shows him to have bcen most corrupt in morals
and false to every trust,

Later, the remonstrants, complaining of the
acglect of the interests of New Amsterdam by ‘‘the
Company ” and its Director, say: *‘The plate has
been for a long time passed around for 2 common
school, which has been built with words; for as yet
the first stone is not laid. Some materials only
have been provided. However, the money given
for the purpose hath all disappeared and is mostly
spent, so that it falls somewhat short; and nothing
permanent has, as yet, been effected for this pur-
pose.” This complaint was made in 16s0. Its
statements, no doubt, reprcsent the true state of
matters in regard to educating the common people
of New Netherlands during the Dutch colonial
petiod. It is true that the *“Dutch,” as Broadhead
tells us, ‘‘ were eminently a charitable, well-edu-
cated, moral people.” Holland had eminent
scholars and educated and pious ministers; but

they did not oftcn come to New Netherlands in the
seventeenth century, with the West India Company
traders or the patroons. That the traders of *“ the
Company” or the merchants of Amsterdam gave
themselves much trouble, beyond a few words,
about the schooling of their countrymen and their
children in the Valley of the Hudson, does not
appear in history. In the inflated spceches and
writings of some ill-advised orators and writers of
more recent times only, do we read crroncous state-
ments on this subject. History should be true, to
be valuable The best principles of Holland
patriots, scholars and Christians did not shinc forth
in the representatives of the West India Company
who came to early New Netherlands as agents and
traders. It is false to history to color them as
scholars, philanthropists and saints.

The local authorities were somctimes carnestly
besought to provide the inhabitants with a proper
schoolmaster.  *‘Perceiving how nccessary such a
person was to the establishment of a well-consti-
tuted republic,” a2 committce was appointed to
build a school-house and to collect funds for
defraying whatever expenses might be incurred.
Andrics Janse was appointed to take charge of this
institution in the course of the following ycar, and
received a present, on entering upon the discharge
of his duties, of $20. This was at Beverwyck in
1650; but his services appear to have been of short
duration.

Rev. Gideon Schacts, who was ** called as min-
ister to Rensselaerwyck ” in 1652, and was after-
ward, at the request of the inhabitants of Fort
Orange and Beverwyck, minister of the latter
place, was dirccted to teach, also, the Cate-
chism there, and instruct the people in the Holy
Scriptures, and to pay attention to the office of
schoolmaster for the old and young.” lHistory is
silent in regard to his service as a schoolmaster.
His ministerial service was a turbulent one cnough.

About 1656, the Holland City of Amsterdam
offcred certain conditions to emigrants to New
Netherlands, which were submitted to the Directors
of the West India Company, and received their
approval. These are found among them:

09, Said city shall cause to be crected about the
market, or in a more convenient place, a public
building for Divine Service : iem, also, a house for
a school, which can likewise be occupied by the
person who will hereafter be scxton, psalmsetter
and schoolmaster ; the city shall, besides, have a
house built for the minister.

*¢ 8. The city aforcsaid shall provisionally provide
and pay the salary of a minister and schoolmaster,
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unless their High Mightinesses or the Company
think otherwise.”

The cities did not like to pay taxes; and “the
Company” and ‘‘their High Mightinesses”
usually thought *‘ otherwise.” These inducements
to emigration remained on paper.

After giving an extended account of the wretched
condition of the churches throughout the colony
in 1656, Dr. O'Callaghan truly remarks: ¢ Bad
as it was with the churches, it was worse as
regards schools; not one of all these places,
whether Dutch or English, had a schoolmaster,
except the Manhattans, Beverwyck and Fort
Cassimer.” ’

We can produce no stronger testimony in regard
to the state of popular education in the colony of
New Netherlands, even toward the latter part of
its existence, than what follows. These clergy-
men had spent some years in the colony, the
former as the first spiritual guide sent out to Rens-
sclacrwyck by the patroon, and the latter as the
minister of New Amsterdam,

Revs. John Mecgapolensis and Samuel Drisius
write, in 1657, after making some statements in
regard to the churches in the province, that ¢ It
is to be added that (to our knowledge) not one in
all these places, whether Dutch or English Villages,
hath a schoolmaster, except Manhattans, Bever-
wyck, and now one, also, at Fort Cassimer on South
River; and though some parents would give their
children some instruction, yet they experience
much difficulty, and nothing clse can be expected
than a ruined youth and a bewilderment of men's
minds. Scarccly any means can be scen to remedy
this evil: First, because some villages are only in
their first establishments, and whilst people come
naked and poor from Holland, they have not
mcans to provide 2 minister and schoolmaster;
Sccond, because there are few gualified persons in
this country who can or will teach.”

However much Stuyvesant may have valued
learning, and scen the nced of it among the com-
mon people, and made promiscs, he subordinated
cverything to the immediate interests of the West
India Company, whose scrvant he was; and spent
revenucs and time freely for garrisons and for
military excursions to extend and preserve their
territorial and mercantile advantage against the
Swedes, the English, the French and the Indiana,
Ile had no money for schools He got
up collections which wcre never used for the
purpase; he suggested the outhouses of the govern-
ment buildings as good enough places for common
schouls; and suficred intemperate, illitcrate and

vicious schoolmasters to have charge of them.
Schools on paper were often referred to by the
public officials; and school-rooms in out-of-the-
way places, with lack of proper provisions for seat-
ing, light and warmth, were rented when not
needed for any other purpose, so long as the
schoolmaster saw fit to occupy the gloomy places.
The clergy were poorly enough paid, unless they
became favorites of the government or entered into -
land speculations; but public schoolmasters, as
well as official ‘‘dog-whippers,” often failed to
receive for their menial service even the salary or
tuition promised. They usually secured some
more desirable place as soon as possible. Some
turncd to trade, others to tavern-keeping, and not
a few became servitors in some capacity under the
government.

\Vhatever the schools were during the latter part
of the Dutch colonial period was largely dueto
the clergy of the villages, most of whom secem to
have been educated in Holland, England, or New
England before they came here. They and the
leading officers of the government and some of
their agents were usually men of diligence and obser-
vation, and learned for those times. Gov. Stuyve-
sant cmployed a private tutor, thus showing his
esteem for learning and his lack of confidence
in the other schools of New Amsterdam.

The first Latin high school of the province,
taught by one Dr. Curtius, was established in 1659,
in New Amsterdam, and patronized chicfly by
the aristocratic classes. It soon came into trouble
on account of the peculiar notions of some of the
parents and the lack of firm and independent
government on the part of the learned school-
master. His pupils ¢‘ beat cach other and tore the
clothes from each other’s backs,” while *‘some of
the parents forbade him punishing their children.”
Dr. C. returned to Holland in disgust, and Rev.
Mr. Luyck, private tutor to the sons of Mr. Stuyve-
sant, succeeded him. Students came to him from
other villages, and even from the colonies of
Delaware and Virginia, to acquire a classical edu-
cation. In 1663, there were two pupils from Fort
Orange, and we may belicve there were others from
its vicinity. Previous to this, the ncarest Latin
school was in Boston. We hear no more of Dr.
Luyck and his school after 1664.

Such was the condition of public education in
New Amsterdam, in Beverwyck,and placesadjacent,
down to the close of the administration of Peter
Stuyvesant, in 1664, as shown by the best docu-
mentary and other evidence that has come down
o us, *
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EDUCATION IN ENGLISH COLONIAL NEW YORK.

In the office of the Secretary of State is found the
following license :

WHEREAS, the teaching of the English tongue is ncecs-
sary in this government ; I have, therefore, thought fitt to
give License to John Shutte to bee the English Schoolmaster
at Albany ; And, upon condition that the said John Shutte
shall not demand any more wages from cach Schollar than
is given by the Dutch to their Dutch Schoolmasters, I have
further granted to the said John Shutte that hee shall bee
the oncly English Schoolmaster at Albany.

Given under my hand, at Fort James, in New York, the
12th day of October, 1665,

Ricit’p NicoLis.

An order for Jan Jeurians Bleccker [Beecker, or
Becker] to be schoolmaster at Albany, granted
by Gov. Lovelace, reads:

WHEREAS, Jan Jeurians Beecker had a Graunt to keep ye
Dutch school at Albany for ye teaching af youth to read &
to wryte ye which was allowed of and confirmed to him by
my predecessor Coll. Richard Nicolls. Notwithstanding
which scverall others not so capable do undertake ye like
some perticular tymes & seasonsof ye ycare when they have
no other Imployment, where by ye Schollars removing from
one Schoole to another do not onely give a great discour-
agement to ye maister who makes it his businesse all ye
yearc bat also are hindred & become ye more backwards in
there Iearning ffor ye reasons aforcsaid I have thought fitt
that ye said Jan Jeurians Beecker who is csteemed very capa-
ble that way shall be yc allowed schoolmaster for ye instruct-
ing of yc youth at Albany & partesadjacent he following ye
said Imploymeat Constantly & diligently & that no other be
admitted to interrupt him. It bring to be presumed that ye
said Beecker for ye youth & Jacob Joosten who is allowed
of for ye teaching of ye younger children are sufficient for
that place.

Givea under my hand at flort James in New Yorke this
16h day of May, 1670,

Fraxcis LoveLace.

Prof. Jonathan Pearson is authority for the item
following: ¢ On the 4th of April, 1676, Gerrit Swartt,
Jan Becker and Arien Appel were chosen school-
masters of Albany. They were then to be the sole
schoolmasters of the village; but shortly after, the
same year, Luykas Gerritse [Wyngaard] was also
appointed schoolmaster, because he was impotent
in his hand.”

Gerrit Swartt had held the office of Sheriff of

Rensselaerwyck from 1668 to 1673.  Out of poli-
tics, he took up teaching. Becker was an inhabi-
tant of Fort Cassimer, on the Delaware River, in
1656, and church clerk there ; in 1660 he read ser-
mons on Sunday at Altoona, and was kecping tav-
em. He wassoon after convicted of selling liquor
to the Indians, in violation of law, and fined s00
guilders for the offense. For this he was pardoned,
because he was no worse than many othcra. We
next find him petitioning for a clerkship under

‘‘the Company,” at Esopus, or anywhere clse, be-
cause he had lost in keeping tavern, and became
poor and needy, and finally begged that he might
‘‘be permitted to keep school to instruct the youth
in reading and writing,” if he could get no other
position. It seems that he got a school at Bever-
wyck, and wasconfirmed ‘‘ to keep ye Dutch School
at Albany” by Gov. Nicolls, and afterward by Gov.
Lovelace. In 1663 he had his home at Greenbush,
and was notary public as well as schoolmaster at
Beverwyck, and was esteemed “‘very capable that |
way, whilst Jacob Jooste Covelens was allowed for
teaching the younger children.” He finally re-
moved to Albany; was alderman, 169o-92, and
died about 1697. Appel came from Leyden; had
a lot at Beverwyck in 1654, conditioned that he
build a house to be used as an inn for travelers and
not an ordinary tippling house. Two years later
he sucd his truckman for the loss of an anker of
brandy ; and after residing awhile at New Amster-
dam, became one of the four schoolmasters of Al-
bany, from 1676 to 1686. \Wyngaard became a
baker and occupied the south corner of Broadway
and State street as a shop in 1715. Such were
some of the early schoolmasters of Albany County,
As the tcacher, so is the school.  Asthe school, so
are the people who sustain it. No further comment
is necessary.

It is to be regretted that so few authentic reconds
are in existence touching the educational cfforts
made by the body of the learned clergy of Reformed
Dutch Church in America. That they were carnest
and as effectivc as the times allowed is undoubted.

We give the following Articles of Agrcement made
between the consistory of the church and magis-
trates of Flatbush, on the one side, and Johannes
Van Eckkelen, accepted schioolmaster and chorister,
on the other, in October, 1683, as a sample of
what was expected of the schoolmasters of 200 years
ago in provincial New York, Eckkelen was a
young man from New Albany:

Scitoor. Sgrvick.—I. The school shall begin at eight
o'clock, and go out at cleven ; and, in the afternoon shall
begin at one o’clock, and end at four. The bell shall be rung
when the school commences.

IL When the school beging, onc of the children shall read
the morning prayer, as it stands in the catechism, and close
with the prayer before dinner; in the afternnon it shall be-
gin with the praycr after dinncr, and end with the evening
praycr. The cvening school shall begin with the Lord’s
praycr, and closc by singing a pealm.

I, lic shall instruct the children on every Wodnesday
and Saturday in thc common praycrs, and the questions and
answers in the catechism, to cnable them to repeat them the
hetter on Sunday before the afternoon mervice, or on Mon-
day, when they shall he catechiad hefore the congregation.
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Upon all such occasions, the schoolmaster shall be prescnt,
and shall require the children to be friendly in their appeas-
ance, and encouragethem to answer freely and distinctly.
1V. He shall be required to keep his school ninc months
in succession, from September to June, in cach year, in case
it should be concluded upon to retain his services for a year
or morc, or without limitation; and he shall be required to
be regulated by these articles, and to perform the same du-
tics which his predecessor, Jan Thihaud, above named, was
required to perform.  In cvery particular, thercfore, he shall
be required to keep school, according to this scven months
agreement, and shall always be present himself.

Cuurct Servick.—1. He shall keep the church clean,
and ring the bell three times before the people assemble to
attend the preaching and catechism. Also before the scrmon
is commenced, he shall rcad a chapter out of the Holy
Scripturcs, and that Ixtween the second and third ringing
of the bell. After the third ringing he shall rcad the ten
commandments, and the twelve articles of our faith, and
then take the lead in singing. In the afternoon after the
third ringing of the bell, he shall rcad a short chapter, or
onc of the Psalms of David, as.the congregation are assem-
bling, and before divine service commencvs, shall introduce
it, by the singing of a Psalm or Hylmn,

II. When the minister shall preach out of town, he shall
be required to read twice before the congregation, from the
book commonly used for that purposc. In the aftcrnoon he
shall also rcad a'scrmon on the cxplanation of the cate-
chism, according to the usage and practice approved by the
minister.  The children, as usnal, shall recite their ques-
tions and answers out of the catechism, on Sunday, and
he shall instruct them therein.  He, as chorister, shall not
be ruired to perform these dutics, whenever divine ser-
vice shall be performed in Flatlands, as it would be ua.
suitable, and prevent many from attending there.

1L For the administration of Holy Baptism, he shall
provide a basin with water, for which he shall be entitled
to reccive from the parents, or witnesses, twelve styvers.
e shall, at the expense of the church, provide bread and
wine, for the celebration of the Holy Supper. e shall be
in duty bound promptly to furnish the minister with the

name of the child to be haptised, and with the names of |

the parcnts and witnesses, And he shall also serve as mes-
scnger for the consistory.

1V. 1le shall give the funcral invitations, dig the grave,
and toll the bell, for which service he shall reccive for a per-
son of fificen ycars and upwards, twelve gmilders, and for
one under that age, cight guilders. If he should be re.
quired to give invitations beyond the limits of the town, he
shall be cntitled to three additional guilders, for the invita.
tion of every other town, and if he should be requirced to
cross the river, and go to New York, he shall receive four
guilders,

Scnoor. Moxky.—1le shall receive from those who attend
the day-school, for a speller or reader, three guilders a
quarter, and for & writer, four guilders. From those who
attend cvening school, for a speller or rcader, four guilders,
and for a wrilcr, six guilders shall be given,

SarAry.--In addition to the above, his salary shall con-
alst of four hundred guilders, in grain, valuel in Secwant,
to bie delivered af Brooklyn Ferry, and for his services from
October to May, as ahove stated, a sum of two hundrid and
thirty-four guilders, in the same kind, with the dwelling
howge, harn, pasture lot and mesdows, to the school apper.

taining. ‘The same to take effcct from the first day of Octo-
ber, instant.

Donc and agreed apon in Counsistory, under the inspec-
tion of the Honorable Constable and Overseers, the 8th of
October, 1682. ~ .

T agree to the above articlcs, and promise to perform
them according to the best of my ability. *

’ JouANNES VAN ECKKELEN,

In the Dutch period all private schoolmasters
were rcquired to be duly licensed by the civil and
ecclesiastical authorities. This requirement, in
substance, was continued and cnforced by the
English. We quote as follows :

INSTRUCTIONS TO GOVERNOR DONGAN, GIVEN AT WINDSOR,
MAY 29TH, 1686.

38. And wee doe further direct that noe Schoolmaster bee
henceforth permitted to come from Eagland & to keep
school within Our Province of New York without the license
of the said Archbishop of Canterbury ; and that noe other
person now there or that shall come from other parts, bee
admitted to kecp schoel without your license first had.

Similar instructions were given to Gov. Sloughter,
January 31, 1689; Gov. Fletcher, in 1691 ; to the
Earl of Bellomont, August 31, 1697, and to Gov.
Hunter, December 27, 1709, except that the
Bishop of London, instead of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, was named in each of these cases.
Soundness in the belicfs and practices of the Eng-
lish Church was especially required.

The licenses to tcach school have generally been
issued by the authority of the Colonial officers;
but we now find one granted by municipal author-
ity as early as January, 1700
Att a mecting of ye Mayor, Aldermen and Common Coun-

cil held in ye Citty Hall of Albany, ye 23d of January

1.

The request of Comclis Rogardus by ye mouth of Mr.
Willm de Mcyer to be admitted a schoolmaster for ye Citty

is taken into considcration and unanimously dce graunt ye
same, as also a frceman of this Citty upon his arrivall.

On the 27th of November, ‘1703, *“ An act for
the cncouragement of a2 Grammar Free School
in the City of New York,” was passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the province. This is believed
to be the first lcgislative act for the encouragement
of public cducation passed within the colony.
‘“One able, skilfull and orthodox person” was to
be the schoolmaster ; * youth and male children
of French and Dutch extraction, as well as of Eng-
lish,” were to receive instruction *‘in the lan-
guages or other lcarning usually taught in Gram-
mar schools,” and /50 annually were to be paid
the said schoolmaster, who was to be licensed by
the Dishop of London or the Governor of the
province, upon the recommendation of the Com-
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mon Council of New York City. Lord Cornbury
gave his official approval to the act, but it is not in
evidence that he took any interest in the school
Under date of April 25, 1704, he licensed George
Muirson to teach English, Latin, Greek, writing
and arithmetic, and gave an order for the payment
of his half-yearly salary, October 20, 1704. Soon
after the schoolmaster left for England. and Andrew
Clarke was licensed as his successor several months
later.  But that he cver taught does not appear.
The act limited the school 10 seven years, and we
hear no more of it. It seems to have failed of suc-
cess.  Nor is it worthy of mention, except as one
step, however faltering, on the part of the people,
to secure benefits for themselves and their children.
Itis, also, an interesting fact in our history to put
on record that John Abeel, memberof the General
Assembly from Albany County (1702-04), was one
of the committee that reported the bill to the
House,

Cornbury was ever ready to sign his name to
licenses, accompanied by feathery displays of
titles, because the times seemed to call for school-
masters. Several licenses were granted to candi-
dates for teaching in towns on Long Island, in
Westchester, in Kingston and New York cities dur-
ing the administrations of Cornbury and Hunter.
Bat we find but little said of the schools. Some of
the teachers are found, soon after the date of their
licenses, in speculative trade, in subordinate public
office, in brawls and lawsuits, either as plaintiffs or
defendants, or in taking clerical orders in the
church. It is evident that families of wealth and
political position took but little interest in public
schools ; their taxes went to support them, and the
children of the poor attended them. The poor
then had no votes; yet they had a strength to
which some respect must be paid. That respect
was paid mostly in promises,

A Dutch schoolmaster seems to have been em-
ployed at Kinderhook as early as 1702, as appears
from the following certificate in favor of Mr. Van
Kleck :

Kinpexi100X the 30th Novemb., Anno Domine 1702,

In the first year of the Reign of her Majesty ANNE, Queen
of Eagland, Scotland, Ireland and France, Defender of the
Faith, We the undcrsigned inhabitants of Kinderhook
patent acknowledge and Declare that Paulus van Vieg
during the wholc of the time that he hath resxicd here and
since he was accepted as Precentor and schoolmaster of our
Church hath truly comported himself to the Great content
of our congregation.

YolIANNES VAN ALK,
CoxNRAST DORGHGMARDT,
ABRAM VAN ALSTYN,
ZAMMERT VAN YANSAN,

An early Albany schoolmaster has, pcrhaps, no
other memorial of servicein this capacity than the
following :

At a Common Councill held in ye Citty I1all of Albany this
first of May, 1703.

Evert Ridder of the Citty of Albany makes his humble
application to the Mayor, Aldermen and Assistance to be
perniitted to teach schoole in the Citty aforesaid, which re-
quest is taken into consideration, and granted accord.
ingly.

Nearly twenty years later we find the following:

Att a Common Council held in the City I1all of Allkany, the
8th day of April, 1721,

\Whereas it is very requisite and nccessary that a fitt and
able Schoolmaster scttle in this city for teaching and in-
structing of the youth in speling, reading, writeing and cyf-
fering, and Mr. Johannis Glandorf having offered his scr-
vice to settle herc and kecp a school if rcasonably encour-
aged Ly the corporation, 1t is thercfore Resolved by
this Commonalty, and they do hereby oblidge themselves
and their succcssors to give and procure unto the said
Johan’s Glandorf free house rent for the term scaven years
next ensucing for keeping a yood and commendable school
as becomes a diligent Schoolmaster.

That a ¢ diligent schoolmaster” was “‘very requi-
site and necessary ” at that time is made patent by
this very document of the City Fathers.

It afterward appears that Alr. Glandorf com-
plained that the house assigned him was too small,
and, on his petition, the Common Council, on the
21st of July, 1721, resolved to hire for him a
larger house at /10 per annum, to commence in
the next November.  After this, we hear no more
of Glandorf or his school.

Passing over all these fecble cfforts in the cause
of public education, it is proper for us here to say
that no eflort secms to have been made to revive
this free school act of 17032, nor to make like pro-
visions by law for the cncouragement of schools of
any kind, for a period of more than 30 years after-
ward. Nor do we find any rccord whatever of
legislation 'in the interests of primary education
during the colonial history of the State, nor until
after the State became one of the United States of
America,

The common schools, as intimated previously,
gave little attention to any except the most common
branches, such as spelling, reading, writing and the
fundamental rules of arithmetic in their simplest ap-
plications to accounts, Much attention was given
to the catechisms and formulas of rcligion as taught
in the dominant church. The Ten Command-
ments, Lord’s I’'ayer and other portions of the
Bible were taught. The Apostles’ Creed was some-
times included.
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The study of the mathematical sciences was gen-
crally regarded as more important than the studics
of nature, belles-lettres and language. The pri-
vate schools of the highest order were expected to
teach arithmetic, algebra, geometry, trigonometry,
surveying, gauging and navigation. Very little at-
tention was given to geography and the natural
scicnces.  Little was known of them.

In the cities, some French, fancy work, dancing,
formal religion and social formulas, with a
little English language and literature, were taught
in one class of private schools. In another class,
boys were taught somcthing of Latin, Greck
and practical mathematics, with grammar rules and
reading, spelling ard writing.  The student of an-
cient documents and records must sce, in the bad
penmanship, miserable spelling and imperfect or
barren sentences, how little was acquired in these
schools.

But the people of that day had much physical
activity and cnergy, with much kecnness and acute
observation. They were fully alive to the opportu-
nitics in their way, and had about all the learning
that their times and situation demanded.  Schools
and books and tcachers and a broader and deeper
mind culture werc slecping in a future, in the dawn-
ing only of which, we may hope, we are now liv-
ing. ‘The world moves slowly ; but it moves. \We
must speak charitably as well as truly of the past,
modestly of the present, and hopefully of the future.

The venerable ¢ Socicty for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” incorporated in the
year 1701, sent many missionarics to this province
until nearly the period of the Revolution ; and, at
the suggestion of Col. Caleb Heathcote, furnished
a number of schoolmasters for various settlements
of the province, during a period of more than fifty
years. ‘The following extracts from the official his-
tory and reports of the socicty more fully exhibit
the facts on this subject.

One of the first acts of the society was to send to
the English colonics on this contincat, a mission-
ary to make personal examination. ‘The person
sclected was the Rev. George Keith, whose journal
relative to this tour is contained in the ¢ Collections
of the Protestant Episcopal Society.”

After Mr. Kcith came over and had made a sur-

vey of the ficld before him, he, in conjunction with
" the few clergymen then in. the northern part of the
colony, made the following statemcat in November,
1702:

New Yorxk.—There are some countics, five of which are
inhabited by Dutch and those of Dutch cxtraction, viz.: Al-
hany, Ulster, Dutchess, Orange and King's County, ia

which the Church and Church of England Schools have not
yet been scttied, but the Presence of the present Governor of
that Province, his Excellency the Lord Cornbury, has
mightily influcnced many of the people of the said counties
to desire that Church of England Ministers and schoolmas-
ters may be sent amongst them; particularly Albany repre-
sentatives have desired his Lordship that an English School-
master might be established in that county. ¢ * ° This
Province, though it hath a great number of inhabitants, could
never yct obtain a public Jegally Established School.

A provision is made by law for six ministcrs. There isyet
no provision for Schoolmasters made by law, though by the
zcalous recommendation of the Lord Cornbury to the gen-
cral Asscmlily, a legal maintenance is undoubtedly cxpected,
and till then the Church of England Schoolmaster in the
county of New York, as heretofore, will be supported by the
voluntary contributions of those whose children areinstruct-
ed by him; notwithstanding it is humbly conccived that an
annual 'ension for the support and further encouragement
of some Ministers and Schoolmasters in poor Towns will be
of great use and service to the Church.

No School house yet erected in this Province.

In all these Counties where the Church is cstablished by
the law of this Province, the People generally are in a readi-
ness to embrace the Doctrines and Worship of the Church,
and to Encourage Free Schools.

Col. Heathcote scems to have conceived a plan
for the cstablishment of schools throughout the
province, having written to the Secretary of the
‘“Venerable Society,” under date of April 10, 1704,
as follows:

Thad once formed aprojection for fixing schools in this
country for the benefit of all the youths therein, in order to
their being trained up, not only in lcarning but in their tea-
der ycars to ingraft them in the Church, but the storm
which was lately raised upon me concerning church affairs,
made me lay the thought of it aside for a while. . However,
if God ispleased to spare my life a little longer, I will, with
11is assistance, set it on foot, and hope it will be blessed with
its desired cffect.

This society was very active, not only in edu-
cating the youth of the Church, but in furnishing
opportunity everywhere in the province to people
of every kind, cven negrocs and Indians, for ac-
quiring the clements of temporal knowledge and
lessons in religion as taught in catechisms, hom-
books and primers. Efforts were made to teach
the Mohawks and other Iroquois tribes for many
ycars, but with little success.  Their wild and per-
verse nature, their roving, restless life, were all
against the missionary and the schoolmaster.
They, after scveral ycars of faithful trial, *‘aban-
doned this miserable race of men.” This was in
1718. Some fiftcen ycars later, further cfforts to
instruct the Indians were made, with better success,

The following specimen quotations from the
socicty’s annual *‘ Abstracts of Procecdings * are
of interest in this conncction
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Besides the Missionarics, there has been a great Demand
upon them for Catechists and School-Masters to Instruct
ot coly the Servants and Slaves (who have heretofore lived
as without God in the World) but also the Children of the
Planters, especially the poorer sort, in Reading, Writing,
and the Principles of the Christian Religion, as Taught and
Profcssed in the Church of England; but the Narrowness
of their fund having obliged the Socicty to send but few of
these, a worthy member of their body, Coloncl HeatAcote of
New York, has suggested an cxpedient of maintaining a
great many more School-Masters, at the casy rate of Five or
Six Pounds per annum, which the Socicty has most readily
embraced, and referred it to the Governor himself, and the
Missionarics of that Province, to put the proposal into

Mr. ZHusdlestone, Schoolmaster at New York, teaches fifty
poor children on the Socicty’s Bounty to read and write,
and instructs them in the Church Catechism, many of which
are now fit for any Trade; and as they go off, his number is
always kept up, poor People daily coming to sce if there is
any vacancy to admit their Children, being not ablc them.
scives to pay for their Learning.

mSodetyakohaverecdvedanAccmm&omMr.
Peasly, in 1731-33, Schoolmaster at AZ2any, in the Province
of New Yerd, That he hath lately instructed 8 negroes,
vis.- 6 Adults and 2 Childrea, who have been baptized by
the Reverend Mr. Afils, the Society’s Missionary at A/bany.

Mr. Naron, the Schoolmaster, writes from New York,
Axgust 6, 1738, That he hath upwards of fity pooe Chil.
dren, whom he teaches to rcad, write and cypher upon the
Society's Charity; and brings to Z¥inity Churck,on iWednes.
days, Fridays and Holy Days, to be catechised. He adds,
there is great want of Common Prayer-Books and Psalters.

And as the maintenance of a learncd and orthodox
Clergy abroad, though the principal, is not the only Intent
of this Corporation, but they arc also fo make such other
Provision as shall be found necessary for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Forcigm Parts: The Socicty have doue all
in their powur to encourage the sctting up of Schools, that
the rising Goneration may be brought up in the Nurlure and
Fear of the Lord, and they give Salarics to three Calechists
and fwclve Schoolmasters for this purpose,

We give a few cextracts from the standing orders
of the Socicty for the Propagation of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts relating to the schoolmasters :

L That no person be admitted a Schoolmaster, till he
bring Certificates, with respect to the Particulars following:
1. The Age of the Person, .
2. His Condition of Life, whether Single or Married.
3. His Temper.
4 His Prudence.
s. His Learning.
6. Ifis sober and pious Conversation.
7. Mis Zcal for the Christian Religion and Diligence in
his Calling.
8. 11is Affcction to the present Government.
¢ His Conformity to the Doctrine and Discipline of the
Church of Exgland.

IL That no Person be scnt, a3 a Schoolmaster by the So-
clety, tll ho bas been try'd and approv’d by Three Mem.
bers, by the Sockiy or Commitwe, who shall
testify, by Word or Writing, his Alllity to teach Reading,

Vriting, and the Catechism of the Church of England, and
such Exposition thereof, as the Society shall order.

Instructions for schoolmasters cmployed by the

1. That they well consider the End for which they are
cmployed by the Society, viz.: The instructing and dispos-
ing Children to believe and live as Christians.

1L In order to this End, that they teach them to read
truly and distinctly, that they may be capable of reading
the Iloly Scriptures, and other pious and uscful Dooks,
for informing their Understandings and regulating theie
Manners.

IIL That they instruct then thoroughly in the Church-
Catechism; teach them first to read it distinctly and cxactly,
then to earn it perfectly by lleart; endeavoring to make
them undurstand the Sense and Meaning of it, by the 1ldp
of such Expositions, as the Socicty shall send over,

IV. That they teach them to Write a plain and legible
Hand, in order to the fitting them for useful Employments;
with as much Arithmetick, as shall be necessary to the same
Puarpose,

V. That they be industrious, and give constant Attend-
ance at proper School-1lours.

VI. That they daily usc, Morning and Evening, the
Prayers composcd for their Use in this Collection with their

Scholars in the School, and tcach them the Praycrs and

Graces composed for their Use at Home.

VIL. That they oblige their Scholars to be constant at
Church on the Lords-Day Morning aud Afternoon, and at
all other Times of PPublick Worship; that they cause them
to carry their Bibles and Prayer Books with them, instruct-
ing them how to use thum there, and how to demean them-
selves in the several Parts of Worship; that they be there
present with them, taking Care of their revercnt and decent
Behavivur, and cxamine them afterwards, as to what they
have heard and learnced.

VIL That when any of their Scholars are fit for it, they
recommend them to the Minister of the Parish, to be
publickly Catechized in the Church,

IX. That they take especial Care of their Manncrs, both
in their Schools, and cut of them; warning them scriously
of those Vices to which Children are most liable; teaching
them to abhor Lying and Falschood, and to avoid all Sorts
of Evil-speaking; to love Tiuth and Honedly; to be
Modest, Gentle, Well-behav'd, Just and Affalie, and
Courteous to all their Companions; respectful to their
Superiors, particularly toward all that minister in holy
Things, and cspecially to the Minister of their Parish; and
all this from a Scnse and Fear of Almighty God; endeavur.
ing to Lring them in their tender Years to that Sensc of
Religion, which may render it the constant Principle of
their Lives and Actions.

X. That they use all kind and gentle Mcthods in the
Government of their Scholars, that they may be lov'd, as
well as fear’d Ly them; and that when Correction s neces-
sary, they make the Children to understand, that it is given
them out of kindncss, for their Good, bringing them toa
Sensc of their Fault, as well as of thelr Punishment.

X1. That they frequently consult with the Ministcr of the
Parish, in which they dwell, about the Mcthods of manag-
inyg their Schools, and be ready to be advised by him. )

X1, That they do, in their whole Conversation, shew
themsclves Examples of Picty and Virtue to thele Schalars,
and to all, with whom they shall couverse,
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The labors of these schoolmasters and catechists
secm to have been very sclf-denying, devoted and
uscful. They continued from about 1702 to 1776.
The annual salaries paid varied between £7 and
£50, the clergy receiving the highest salary.

Says Rev. Dr. Berrian, speaking especially of
Trinity Church :

There is nothing with which 1 have been so much struck
and impressed, in the investigation of the carly history of
this Parish, as the zcal, the carnestness, and devotedness of
the schovimasters and catechists of that day. The former
appear fo have Iwen sclected from among the haity with
great caution and care, and to have heen persons of respect-
ability and worth. The latter were occasionaliy laymen,
but more commonly such as were preparing for holy orders,
or who had actually recvived them. Some of these were
mwen of liberal education, who in thc commencement of
their professional life were full of promise, and who cnded
it with respect and honor. But they all seemn to have en.
tercd with the same spirit upon their humble labors, and
to have prosecuted them with a paticnce, an intcrest and a
blessed result, which put ours to shame at the present day.
Intellectual was not then, to the extent that it is now,
scparated from religious improvement, but both went hand
in hand throughout the week. - The whole of carly lifc was,
in a certain measure, devoted to Christian instruction, and
not mercly reserved for the scanty intervals betwcen the
hours of worship on the Lord’s Day. .

It is dclightful to observe, in the annual reports of the
schoolmasters and catechists to the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel, with what cheerfulness and industry
they appear to have labored in their useful but lowly em-
ployment.

We have given cnough to show that, however
lowly and incomplete were the labors of the
schools’ of this society for the cducation of the
children of the humbler classes in_this State for the
first three-quarters of the last century, the work was
a noble one, and is specially descrving as it was
about the only work of the kind that was pursued
with zeal and patience during this long period of
general disturbance in public affairs.  ‘The instruc-
tion was purely clementary. John Adams, who
visited Rye in 1774, where this society sup-
ported a school from 1707 to the period of the
Revolution, says: ** They have a school for writ-
ing and cyphering, but no Grammar School.”
Rye belonged to Connecticut until 1683, and its
schools 1 its carly history, we infer, were not in-
ferior to those of any other settlement in the prov-
ince of New York,

The establishment, in 1773, of *‘a public school
to teach Latin, Greek and Mathematics, in the
City of New York,” under authority of an act of
the General Assembly of the province, may be
regarded as an event of considerable interest in the
history of public education in this colony; though,

like the Grammar Free School of 1702-1709, it
»

seems to have flourished during a period of only
about seven years. Both the schools referred to
may have been vitally, if not formally, connected
with the repeated proposals and attempts, begin-
ning as carly as 1703, to found a college in this
province; though of this there seems to be no offi-
cial evidence. .

This latter school was mcorporawd October 14,
1732, with Alexander Malcolm as schoolmaster.
He was required to admit and teach gratis as
many as twenty youths, apportioned among
the ten counties, of which Albany County had
two assigned. Candidates were not to be under
14 years of age, to have been ‘‘well in-
structed in rcading and writing of English,” and
to be recommended by the Justice of Sessions, or
by Mayor, Recorder and Alderman in cities.

This act was renewed for one year, amid much
opposition, December 1, 1737. The members for
Albany County, Col. Rensselaer and Col. Schuyler,
favored the bill.  Its conditions were not essentially

changed.

Female teachers were not plenty, as nearly as we
can learn, in the early history of New York; not
one do we find in New Netherlands. Soine appear
in the schools of Long Island and Westchester,
where were many settlers from New England, in
the latter part of the seventeenth century. They
were, no doubt, importations from Connecticut,
where fcmales were early employed, especially
in the summer schools. One writer thinks that
Rachel Spencer, who taught school in Hemp-
stead, and died in 1687, was the first schoolmistress
on record in the provinces; and that the nameless
¢‘traveling woman who came out of ye Jerseys, and
kept school at several places in Rye Parish,” about
1716, was second schoolmistress in the provinces, of
whom we have any record. In this, however, we
think, he errs; as, in an old account book noticed
by Mr. H. Onderdonk, in Flushing, the book-
keeper, in 1681, reckoned with Elizabeth Cowper-
thwaite, about ¢“ schooling and diet for children,”
and in 1683, with Martha Johanna ‘‘upon an
agrcement for thirty weeks schooling, paid for by a
red petticoat.” In 1685 Goody Davis keeps
schools at Jamaica in *“a little house,” soon after
used ‘‘as a shoppe.”

At 8 much later period, the girls in Mr. Hil-
dreth’s school, at New York City, ‘“in the after-
noon learned to write, being the rest of the day
under the care of a schoolmistress employed by
the Vestry,” by whon they were ‘‘taught needle-
work.” .
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Who was the first schoolmistress in Albany
County? We have, thus far, asked in vain.

Some are and must be brighter and greater than
the rest: While wealth is no measure of wit or
learning, itaffordslarger opportunities for the culture
of whatever tact or talent may be native, And as
long as learning adds grace to riches and respect to
public and social position, it will be sought by
families who have money to aid in its attainment.

Hence, the children, especially the sons, of the
wealthy families of the colonial period in this
State were often placed under a private tutor, who,
sometimes, was the parish clergyman. Tuition
schools, usually of only temporary duration, were
established in the larger towns, especially in New
Amsterdam, to which the favored children of for-
tune resorted. .

Under the English Government, private or sub-
scription schools were to be found all over the
country. In some neighborhoods Dutch was
taoght.

Before the Revolution, if but little attention was
given to the mental culture of young men in the
schools, there was still less given to the young
women. Most in the humbler walks of life re-
garded themselves as bom to household drudgery.
Beyond this few attained. In the realm of letters
they were usunally ambitionless. Many bright
daughters, who married worthy men and became
excellent wives and mothers, could read only sim-
ple reading and rarely write at all, or, if at all,
. only their names.

Those who attained more than this were usually
daughters of men of fortune and unusual intelli-
gence, who early manifested marked fondness for
knowledge and tact in_acquiring. They lcarned
of parents or older brothers at home, or of private
tutors.  Observation, books and conversation did
much for girls of active minds who had access to
these great educators.

As a remarkable illustration of a woman of those
days cducated without the *“ advantages ” of schools,
we quote what Mrs. Grant tells us, in her ¢ Mem-
ories of an American Lady,” of Miss Margaretta
Schuyler, who afterward became the wife of her
cousin, Col, Philip Schuyler, and the bhonored
Madame Schuyler. Her mind from her earliest
years was distinguished for maturity and remarka-
able aptness,  Its culture came about by the keen
appreciation of her talents and the wise direction of
her mental training by her uncle, Col.. Peter Schuy-
ler, after the early death of her father, Col. John
Schuyler. ‘‘He was at the pains to cultivate her

taste for reading which soon discovcred itself, by
procuring for her the best authors in history, divin-
ity and belles-lettres. The few books of this
kind that she possessed were very well chosen; and
she was early and intimately familiar with them.
Whatever she knew she kncw to the bottom; and
the reflections which were thus suggested to her
strong, discerning mind were digested by means of
easy and instructive conversation.” Col. Schuyler
was acquainted with the families of rank in New
York, where he had many rclatives. Spending a
portion of every winter there, ‘“he oficn took his
favorite nicce along with him,” who soon attracted
attention by her personal graces as well as by the
charms of her conversation.” Here she was much
admired, becausesuch *¢ cultivation and rcfincment
were rare”—out of the routinc common to young
women of her time—and she had a mind strong
enough to bear the admiration bestowed upon her

“without the conceit and pedantry of weaker minds.

She was never taught that the great motive to ex-
celling was to ‘“dazzle or outshine others; she
never thought of despising her less fortunate com-
panions, or of assuming superiority over them.
Heracquisitions were never shaded by aflectation.”

Such was ‘‘Aunt Schuyler” of Albany in her
early womanhood, according to one who wrote of
her, long years aftcr, as the model ‘¢ American
lady.” 'She wasa qucen all her lifc in the wide
circle that knew her. The women she lived
among *‘‘were all natives of the county, and few
had more than a domestic cducation.” But men
who possessed the advantages of early culture and
usage of the world daily arrived in New York and -
Albany. ““Female elcgance” in the colony was
not common. Says Mrs. Grant: *‘ The supply was
notequal to the demand.” Mrs. Schuyler received
due attention.  ¢* She was respected for the strength
of her character, the dignity and composure of her
manners,” her unusual mental culture and her
practical common sense.

¢The Mohawk language was carly familiar to
her. She spoke Dutch and English with equal
ease and purity; was no stranger to the French
tongue, and could read German.”  And yet we do
not find that she cver attended a fashionable ladics’
school. ‘

¢« Books are, no doubt, the granarics of knowl-
edge; but a diligent, inquiring mind, in the active
moming of life, will find it strcwed with manna
over the face of the carth, and necd not, in all
cascs, rest satisfied with intelligence accumulated
by others, and tinctured with their passions and
prejudices.  Whocver reads Homer and Shake-
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speare may daily discover that they both describe
nature and art from their own observation.

“The cnlarged mind of ‘Madame Schuyler’
and her simple yet dignifiecd manners made her
readily adapt hersclf to those with whom she
conversed, and ceverywhere command respect and
kindness, and, on a nearer acquaintance, affection
followed. But she had too much sedateness and
independence to adopt those carcssing and insinuat-
ing manners by which the vain and artful soon
find their way into shallow minds. Her character
did not captivate at once, but gradually unfolded
itself.  You always had somcthing new to dis-
cover. Herstylewas * #* #. yithout the least
cmbellishment, and at the same time so pure that
everything she said might be printed without cor-
rection, and so plain that the most ignorant and
most inferior persons were never at a loss to com-
prchend it. It posscssed, too, a wonderful flexi-
bility; it seemed to rise and fall with the subject.
1 have not met with a style which to a noble and
uniform simplicity united sach varicty of expression.
Whoever drinks knowledge pure at its sources,
solcly from the delight in filling the capacities of a
large mind, without the desirc of dazzling or out-
shining others; whoever speaks for the sole pur-
pose of conveying to other minds those ideas from
which he himself has received pleasure and advan-
tage, may possess this chaste and matural style,
But it is not to be acquired by art or study.”

We have given this example of Miss Schuyler,
afterward known as Madame Schuyler, as an ex-
hibition of the best type of an educated woman in
the New York colonial period, before the forma-
tion of our government, when female education
was generally little thought of, when scarcely any
public provision for it was made, She was an
Albany lady. She lived in the days of our grand-
mothers.  The mcthods of her education, the use
she made of it, and its reflex influence on her
character, are descrving the careful consideration of
the girls of this generation, when the avenues to
knowledge are as plenty and free as water.

Lossing, in his Life and Times of Gen. Philip
Schuyler, tells us that young Schuyler (bom in
1733), when a little more than 14 years of age,
‘“had studied the ordinary branches of a plain
cducation under the instruction of his mother,
for the schools of Albany were very indifferent,
I1e also had the advantages of listening to the con-
versation, and perhaps actually recciving instruction
from cducated French Protestants, who had ever
been welcome visitons to the mansion of Gen,

Schuyler at the Flats. He received some instruc-
tion in the science of mathematics from one of
those Huguenots who may have been employed as
a private tutor in some weaithy families at Albany.”

Young Schuyler’s education was directed toward
a mercantile life. He was sent to school, when 1§
years of age,to New Rochelle, in Westchester County,
among the sons of French Huguenots and New
York merchants. At that time, no class of people
in the province was more thrifty and progressive;
none had superior culture in good manners and the
learning of the day. They were religionists of the
John Calvin school, and were matched only by the
Puritans in their zeal for mental and spiritual
progress, and for the rights of conscience and
popular government.  This school, kept among
those French refugees of the latter part of the
scventeenth century and their descendants, was the
only one in New York, at that time, where was
taught the French language, and few, if any, taught
so well other subjects needed by an intelligent mer-
chant. Its principal, Rev. Mr. Stouppe, was a
Swiss, and pastor of the French Protestant Church
of the settlement.  Three years later, Schuyler was
spending his summers among the hunters and
trappers of the upper Hudson. He became influ-
ential among the Indians. He spent several weeks
cvery autumn and winter with his relatives and
friends in the City of New York, where he found
congenial society. Large landed estates soon de-
manded his care, and the affairs of his country de-
manded his influence, his wealth, his talents and
his acquirements of head and heart. He is given
here as one of the best examples of the methods
and influence of the education of his times among
the young men of good family and ample means,
and who were not aiming at law, medicine or
divinity, .

Schools in New York were of 2 very low order as
late as 1760. Said a writer of that time: “The
instructors want instruction, and through a long,
shameful neglect of all the arts and sciences our
common speech is extremely corrupt, and the evi-
dences of bad taste as to both thought and lan-
guage are visible in all our proceedings, public and
private.” Reading was neglected by all classes;
education was regarded as an affectation of learn-
ing, and a student was rarely found outside the
professions of law, medicine and divinity.

Some few of the young mcn were scnt over to
Europe for education. They belonged to families
of wealth or social and political influence. There
were no higher schools for the people—for the
poor and toiling classes, If they obtained rank by
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learning, wealth and title, it was the expression of
an irrepressible energy that nothing human could re-
sist. Such expression has become common all over
our country now. .

Commerce engrossed the energies of the princi-
pal families of New York, in provincial times, as we
have often had occasion to say. It was the surest
avenue to wealth and social distinction. The young
men destined to these pursuits attended schools
for teaching writing and accounts; went thence to
the counting room ; and, in due time, were sent on
some short trading trip, usually to the West Indies.
Affairs, society and the activities of the day did the
rest.

The leading hindrances to the promotion of
learning, especially of the masses, during the whole
English colonial period, may be summed up as
follows :

1. The helplessness of the working classes. A
large portion regarded themselves as born to igno-
rance and servitude, as powerless of influence, and
destined to nothing but lives of drudgery. Such
were most of the tenants, farm laborers and ordi-
pary mechanics and traders in Albany County.

2. The general indifference of the officers and
friends of rovalty to anything that could elevate the
masses, Education set people to reading and think-
ing, as it did in New England. It led them to
know their rights, and knowing, to dare resist
Yranny and assert popular sovereignty. Royal
governors were afraid of schools for the common
people. -

3- The aristocratic class, which possessed wealth
and some learning, were fond of association with
men of roval rank, fond of having dependants,
¢ager for increase of wealth and power. They were
quite willing to keep the poor in blissful ignorance
and poverty. They disliked paying taxes for
schools, and despised labor.

4. Wars, and rumors of war, characterized all
this period.  These called for forts and munitions
of war, for training for war, and for active service
against the enemy. The arts of peace were ne-
glected or perverted.  Schools were hindered when
contemplaten, and interrupted when in operation.
So things continued until the close of the Revolu-
tionary war. Then men began to think and read
and talk of rights and duties.

HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATIOX,

There were no schools of medicine, law or
divinity ; »o normal schools for tcachers. The
young disciples of Esculapius used “to ride” with
*the old doctor,” and visit with him his bedside

clinics, and witness his office consultations and
treatment.  Coke and Blackstone were read in the
office of some eminent knight of the green bag;
and young aspirants sat at the feet of some learned
Gamaliel and listened to his wisdom, took in his
advice, and saw how he managed causes in the
courts, But it is said that Albany had no pro-
fessional lawyer for over 100 years. Students who
contemplated the ministry rcad courses in theology
in “‘the study” of some leading clergyman, and
prepared sermons subject to his criticism. The
clergy often gave academic instruction to those who
came to them, especially to young persons of their
parochial charge.

Gov. Montgomeric had the largest private library
in the province of New York previous to the Revo-
lution. It numbered 1,341 volumes. Judge Smith,
the historian, had a library of about 1,000 volumes,
including his law books. The first law library we
hear of was that of Broughton, Attorney-General,
1701 to 1705, which contained only 36 volumes.
In 1730, Dr. Millington, of England, bequeathed
a thousand volumes to the *‘Society for the Propa-
gation of the Gospel in Forcign Parts,” which was
sent to New York City, and kept in the old City
Hall, for the use of the clergy and gentlemen of
New York, and the ncighboring governments of
Connecticut, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, upon
giving security to return them. In 1754, 700 vol-
umes of well-sclected books were purchased by
subscription, for the commencement of a public
library, which was the origin of the New. York
Society Library. The libraries of our own city and
county, and of more rccent times, will receive at-
tention later.

According to Judge Campbell, in his Annals of
Tryon County, Rev. Samuel Dunlop, of the Scotch-
Irish race, cducated at Edinburgh, came to Cherry
Valicy, as pastor of the Presbyterian Church there,
in 1741. He opencd a school for the instruction of
boys in the classical and other branches of higher
education, which continued for many years, It
was the first school of this grade west of Albany.
His boys were received into his house and made a
part of his family. They came from Albany, Sche-
nectady and other towns along the Mohawk and
Hudgon. Somc of them became conspicuous dur-
ing the trying times of the Revolution.

There were but few academics in this State where
higher and classical studies were pursued before the
ninctcenth century dawned. The boys went to the
New Rochelle School for French and business
training. In Kingston, Kinderhook and Schenec-
tady they pursued studies preparatory to college.
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Acadcmies were established in various parts of the
State soon after the Revolution, among which were
Dutchess County, Canandaigua, Erasmus Hall,
Fast Hampton, Farmer's Hall, Jownstown, Lan-
singburg, Montgomery, Oxford, Union Hall and
Washington, furnishing incrcased facilities for
higher instruction.

Albany Academy, for boys, was incorporated in
1813, and has always held a high rank and been a
great force in the educational movements in this
county. A more detailed history will appear in the
City of Albany.

Renssclacrville Academy, now taught by Prof
B. F. Eaton and wife, has long bcen in operation,
has taught a teachers’ class for many years, and
has been well attended and done good work
in the southwest part of our county, reflecting
the intelligence and good sense of its Yankee
founders.

Knoxville Academy has done much to promote
intelligence in the Town of Knox and vicinity.
During the late war of rebellion eleven had entered,
from among its students, into the military service for
the Union.

Cocymans Academy, established in 1858, pros-
pered under the Misses Brace and Thomas McKee.
‘There has been, during these last cighty years, select
schools and various institutions for educating the
young in New Scotland, Watervlict and other towns
in the county, useful, no doubt, but brief in dura-
tion,

After the conquest of New Netherlands by the
English, no encouragement was given to the sub-
ject of education by the Colonial Government. For
almost a century *‘ there was no institution in the
province where an academic education could be
acquired.”

The historian, Chief-Justice Smith, referring to
this matter, while making allusion to the action
of the Legislature of the State in 1746, authorizing
the mising of £2,250, by lottery, for founding a
college, says: ‘‘ To the disgrace of our first planters,
who beyond comparison sarpissed their castern

neighbors in opulence, Mr. DeLancey, a graduate
of the University of Cambridge, England, and Mr.
Sniith were for many years the only academics in

this province except such as were in holy orders.”

Although about one hundred and twenty years had
passed since the Dutch  had commenced the settle-
ment of New Amsterdam, and about eighty years
since it came under the English Crown, the above
lottery law was the fist legislative movement
towan] founding a college in the present territory

© - of New Yurk State,

Harvard, Yale, William and Mary and other
early American colleges became the first nursing
mothers of some of the boys of the province of
New York. A careful examination of general
catalogues gives us the names of those who were
graduates of American colleges, natives or residents
of New York, prior to the year 18oo. We may
have omitted some few; but the list at bestindicates
the great difference in favor of New England in the
zeal for higher education in those years. Some of
these graduates were New Englanders, who came to
New York after graduation; some less known to
fame are, no doubt, omitted.

The graduates from Harvard were Benjamin
Pratt, 1737; Samuel Auchmmuty, 1742; John Van
Home, 1744; Daniel Treadwell, 1754; Philip
Livingston, 1755; Peter Livingston, 1757; Rufus
King, 1777; John Jeremiah Van Rensselaer and
Stephen Van Rensselaer, 1782; Ambrose Spencer,
1783; John Thomnton Kirkland, 1789.

From Yale, Samucl Johnson, 1714; William

.Smith, 1719; Peter Van Brugh Livingston, 1731;

John Livingston, 1733; Henry Barclay, 1734;
Benjamin Nicoll and William Nicoll, 1734; Jacob
Cuyler and Philip Livingston, 1737; William Liv-
ingston, 1741; Samuel Buel, 1741; Hendrick
Hans Hansen and William Peartree Smith, 1742;
William S. Johnson, Caleb Smith and Benjamin
Woolsey, 1744; John Morin Scott, 1746; Richard
Morris, 1748; Gideon Hawley, 1749; Thomas
Jones, 1750; Ezra L'Hommedieun, 1754; John
Sloss Hobart, 1757; John H. Livingston, 1762;
Stephen Van Rensselaer, 1760; John De Peyster
Douw, 1777; James Kent, 1781; Fraucis Blood-
good, 1787; John \Woodworth, 1788- Samuel A.
Foot, 1797.

From Princeton, John \[cKeson, 1753; Peter
R, Livingston, Philip P, Livingston and Jeremiah
Van Renssslaer, 1758; Peter V. B. Livingston,
1756; Samuel Kirkland, 1765; Aaron Burr, William
Linn and William S. Livingston, 1772; Morgan
Lewis and John Blair Smith, 1773; Henry B.
Livingston, 1774; IHenry P. Livingston, 1776;
Edward Livingston, 1781; Derrick Ten Eyck,
1782; Nathaniel Lawrence and Jacob Radcliff,
1783; Abraham Ten Broeck and Peter R, Living-
ston, 1784; John V. Henry, 178s; Matarin Liv.
ingston and Peter William Livingston, 1786; Smith
Thompson, 1788; Jacob Ten Eyck, 1792; John
H. Hobart, 1793; Abraham Ten Fyck, 179s.

From Rutgers, Simeon DeWitt, 1776; Picrre Van
Cortlandt, 1783,

From Kings,now Columbia, l‘hillp Van Conlandt.
1758; Philip Livingston, 1760; John Jay,1764; Eg-
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bert Benson and Robert R. Livingston, 1765; Henry
Rutgers and John Watts, 1767; Benjamin Moore,
Gouverneur Morris, John Stevens, Gulian Verplanck
and Peter Van Schaick, 1768; Alexander Hamilton,
1774; DeWitt Clinton, 1786; John W, Yates, 1787;
Samuel Jones, 1790; Alexander Proudfit, 1792;
John Forbes, 1794; Daniel D. Tompkins, John
B. Romeyn, Rensselaer \Vesterlo, 1795, and others
less known to the public. Taken all in all, the
early sons of these early colleges were a Titanian
progeny; sons of thunder born in tempestuous times
and for great emergencies.

" ‘The intelligent student of local history will notice
that a good proportion of these graduates were
natives of Albany County, or were identified with
it as their home or by their distinguished public
careers while residents. .

The first graduating class of King’s College was

in 1758, and numbered seven. From 1776 to 1786

there were no graduates, the college buildings
having been taken for military purposes. This in-
stitution, the first of the kind in the State, has
produced many patriots, statesmen, divines and
scholars who have reflected honor on the college
and given useful lives to the State. Its first
medical class graduated in 1769. In 1797, it gave
Albany Dr. William Bay. It carly contributed to
rendering the sciecnce and practice of medicine
more respectable than it had hitherto been.

But sectarian feeling, as well as the all-absorbing
struggle for freedom at that period, did much to
retard the early growth of the college. The Episco-
pal Church had the political power under the Royal
Government; but the Dutch Reformed and Presby-
terian Churches were a power among the masses,and
bad much wealth and influence. There was great
jealousy of a church establishment, especially of a
church that had a bishop at its head. William
Livingston led the opposition, but not as against all
religion. In that day, the divorce between learning
and religion was not thought of. The State had
authorized a lottery, in 1746, which realized about
£3,500. This wasto go for founding a collcge.
The opposition to the charter was virulent, and
based on the principle that it ought not to
be controlicd by any one sect, as its funds
were raised under State law for a non-sectarian

Something of the character of the times is shown
by the remnark made by Rev. Dr. Johnson, President
of the College, in 1762, that *“it is a great pity,
when patents are granted, asthey often are, for large
tracts of land, no provision is made for religion or
schoola.”

King’s College, now and since 1784 Columbia,
was founded in 1754, after the long colonial days
of popular ignorance and official tyranny. Harvard
dates its beginning in 1638, and Yalein 1701. It
was not lack of wealth or power that kept home
facilities for a higher cducation from the sons of
New York. New Jersey had its Presbyterian Prince-
ton before the Episcopal King’s of New York, and
its Dutch Reformed Quecn’s, now Rutgers, soon
after. And even Dartmouth, which came necar
raising its voice in Albany County, appeared
among the rocky hills of New Hampshire, ¢ rox
clamantis in deserfo,” as carly as 1769,

The Regents of the University came in 1784; re-
organized in 1787; and have ever since been the
active, discreet and carnest guardians of academic,
collegiate and professional leaming all over the
State, granting charters to acndemies and other
schools, providing funds, cacouraging sound in-
struction, and diffusing in various ways that

““intelligence” which, as Jefferson says, *“is the

life of liberty.” Their office is kept in Albany and
all their meetings are held here.

Union College has been an important cduca-
tional factorin Albany County as well asin Schenee- -
tady, for about ninety years past. Its history ap- -
pears in the latter county, because it is located there.
It appcars that a project giving it a start as
Clinton College originated in 1779. One motive
is declarced to have been to educate ‘‘men of
learning to fill the several offices of Church and
State.” Among these earliest and earnest movers
to establish a college in what was then Albany
County were Rev. Eilardus Westerlo, Gen. Philip
Schuyler and other prominent citizens of Albany.
When it went into operation in 1795, seven of its first
trustices were Robert Yates, Abraham Yates, Jr.,
Abraham Ten Broeck, Goldsbrow Banyar, John V.
Henry, George Mecrchant, Stephen Van Renssclaer
and Joseph C. Yates, all of Albany.

Eliphalet Nott graduated at Brown in 1793, and
William L. Marcy twelve ycars later. Dr. Nott came
to Cherry Valley as teacher and preacher, and thence
to Albany, in 1798, as pastor of the Finst Presby-
terian Church. From this church he went forth
as President of Union College in 1804, and, for 63
years, was distinguished as a skillful manager of
boys. Theinfluence.of this college upon thecause
of learning in Albany County cannot be over-esti-
mated. Some of its most talented and uscful sons
and citizens have been cducated among its nearly
7,000 graduates,  Albany Medical School, Albany
Law School and Dudley Observatory, with Union
College, now cunstitute Union University.
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The law and medical schools of Albany, for
many ycars important agencics in educating our
sons, are specially mentioned in another part of
our work, So, also, is the Lancasterian School,
and other important schools, both public and
private, that have existed in this century, or do
now exist, in our capital city.

But not all the parents of Albany boys believed

in a collcgiate education. The following anecdote |

comes to us from an old Albany merchant, as illus-
trative of the feclings of a type of utilitarian men
who are notall dead yet.  Our Dutch citizen was a
man of hvarded wealth, who had one only son,
named Dirck. He was advised to give him an
cducation. After some thinking, he gravely re-
plied :

““If I educate Dirck in college, and he dics, the
moncy I spend on him is lost.”

Dirck did not go to college. He never carned
any moncy, but was clothed and fed and sheltered
by the savings of his ancestors. He was a wild
boy; he drank freely and kept bad company. He died
in the gutter one night, after a drunken carousal,
without the expense of a college education.

It is evident, then, that previous to the Revolu-
tionary war no gencral system of education was
established. It was confined chicfly to the wealthy
classes. The importance of schools for all the
people had not been recognized in New York.
All schools that were in operation wereof a private
character, or were incorporated by special legisla-
tion. Often favored children reccived instruction
from the parish clergyman, or from some young
student who became a sort of family tutor while
pursuing his own studics. Rarcly, some father,
elder brother or other relative gave dircction and
stimulus to some bright mind which had the
taste, strength of mind and cnergy to acquire valu-
able and systematic knowledge and discipline
without school or schoolmasters.

In all its ycars of fecudal power and inherited
wealth, years of control by a rich company of mer-
chants or by royal governors who grew rich by
selfish rapacity, there were no free schools for the
peuple, reckoning down to the close of the Revo-
lutionary war, and all along the rich valicy of the
cver-trading Hudson from the sca to the Mohawk
Fldts,

Conscquently, New York had no Benjamin
Franklin, picbeian born and ceducated in the free
schools of Boston.

No, nor any Samuel and John Adams, and many
others of their spirit, whose first lessons were taken

in the intelligent homes and frec colleges of the
common people.

But this spirit of liberty could not bc confined.
It came to New York, especially to the city, from
New England, and inspired the Sons of Liberty to
resist oppression and establish freedom.

AFTER THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR.

The manorial lands of this county, after the
Revolution, were rapidly taken up by industrious
farmers, and the shops in the villages and the mills
along the streams were occupied by busy mechanics.
No provision had been made by the patroon for the
schooling of the children. Among the early settlers
upon the farms all over the county were not only
the frugal Hollander, but the peace-loving Hugue-
not, the hardy Scot and the earnest German. Nor
was the New Englander absent. Indeed, he was
“all about,” and couldn’t be content until his chil-
dren could have a school. :

The Yankee schoolmaster was on hand, and a
spare room of the farm-house of some well-to-do
farmer was fitted up for a school a part of the year.
The school was started by a voluntary agreement to
pay so much for cach pupil’s schooling. Fuel was
cheap and readily contributed by the farmers; the
‘““master” or older pupils attended to building
the fires and cleaning the school-room. The
teacher “‘boarded around.” The schools were
modeled upon the plan of the country schools in
the *‘Eastem .States,” from which most of the
teachers and many of the patrons came.

So matters went on for many years.  The boys
and girls were taughtspelling, reading and writing,
some arithmetic, and many other useful things.
Good manners were not let out. They were
waked up; they were inquisitive; many of them
rcad the weekly paper, the catechism, the New

‘estament, and various books that belonged in
familics, and were loaned to any one who would
rcad them.

Schools of to-day, many of them, are imperfect
cnough in all conscicnce ; but just consider them
as they were, with very few exceptions, at the be-
ginning of the present century, and cven later.

" The school-houses, if any, were usually located
in one of the most God-forsaken spots that could
be found, where white beans and buckwheat would
not grow ; on some bleak hill or on some arid or
swampy place, surrounded by the drifting snows of
winter or the sands and miasma of summer. Ifin
a city, the location sclected must be in some by-
place, where the land was cheapest, where business
was dullest and dirticst, where the best families
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would not be disturbed by the sight of the uncouth
garb and uncultivated noise of free-school children.
The rooms and surroundings were lacking in every
clement of health, comfort or decency. Temperature
uneven, ventilation entirely disregarded, light bad
for eyes, seats and desks bad for bones, muscles
and lungs,—everything was provocative of weari-
ness, disease, mischief, dullness and bad morals.

The schoolmasters were usually more noted for -

hate than love, for brutal severity and repulsive
manners than for that magic, winning power that
roles without ruining children. Few taught be-
cause they loved instruction or humanity. They
stepped into some other vocation at any carly op-
portunity. Money, learning, life, church and
state have lost unmeasured values from such school-
houses and school-keepers |

Later, when summer schools began to be taught
by females, many might have said, as did one hon-
est “‘schoolma’am,” “’is little they pays me, and
litle I teaches’em.” They were generally worthy
dames, who taught -their pupils good manners;
to rise and stand when the minister and school
officer visited the school ; the girls to make a low
courtesy, and the boys to take off their hats and
make a bow to all strangers and others whom they
met on the way to and from school, to perform the
same reverential duty to the teacher as they entered
the school-room door, and on making their exit.
There was much of reading the storics of the Bible,
and much of teaching maxims of piety and duty,
vith oral instruction in matters of simple, every-
day knowledge.

Some of these worthy pioneers in the exercise
of woman's rights and duties, were exceedingly
lacking in scholastic knowledge. Some could
write only their names, in ill-favored letters, and
could teach only *“ easy reading,” and in cypher-
ing were limited to the simplest problems and
tables in the (undamental rules. But they were
women of common sense, good conscience and
exemplary lives; and did much to help hard-work-
ing mothers to take care of their children, and
teach them obedience, order, ncatness, and respect
for superiors. Knitting, sewing, patchwork and
lettering samplers were usually taught the girls in
these “woman schools;” sometimes painting
in water colors and fancy ncedle-work, especially
in the private schools. The use of the rod was not
confined to the schoolmasters,

Such were most of the schools of the county in

the fity years after the close of the war of the
revolution,

At the first meeting of the State Legislature, after
the adoption of the constitution, George Clinton,
then Governor, in his address, remarked that “‘ ne-
glect of the education of youth is one of the evils
conseguent upon war.” -

Gov. George Clinton was cvidently a friend
of public schools for all the people, and uscd his
official influence in their favor. At the opening of
the legislative scssion of 1793, he says : *“While it
is cvident that the general establishment and liberal
endowment of academies are highly to be com-
mended, and are attended with the most bencficial
consequences, yet it cannot be denied that they
are principally confined to the children of the
opulent, and that a great portion of the commu-
nity is excluded from their immediate advantages.
The establishment of common schools throughout
the State is happily calculated to remedy this incon-
venience, and will therefore cngage your early
and decided considcration.”

April 7, 1795, the State Legislature appropriated
the sum of £20,000 annually for the term of five
years, for encouraging and maintaining schools in
the State.  Of this sum, £1,590, or $3,975, was
allotted to Albany County. This was regarded as
a long stride toward a general free school system.

In 1813, Mr. Spafford, of Albany, author of the
Gazetteer, thus expresses himsclf in regard to the
schools of our State and County : *¢ At present the
modes of common school instruction in this State
are liable to many objections. In this respect, we
are considerably behind the New England Statcs,
who have reduced this branch of education to a
system. But their method is rapidly gaining
ground, and common schools have considerably
increased in number and respectability within a
few years ; and this amclioration is more percept-
ible in the country than in populous towns, where
our schools for the elcments of a common educa-
tion are not so good as in the country.

¢“’The wealthy spare no cxpense in the education
of their sons, principally at academies and colleges,
though some continue the practice of former times,
having private tutors in their families.

¢“The yeomanry and the ranks of middling wecalth
resort to day and boarding schools ; the most com-
mon kind being the former, supported through the
year or only in the winter, and too little attention
is paid to the qualifications of instructors,

«The recent introduction of schools on the plan
of the benevolent Lancaster promises very bene-
ficial results to the poor in populous towns ; at
present, these are confined to the cities of New
York and Albany.
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Of female education, he remarks: ‘* The rich
spare no expense, and much time is spent in the
frivolous accomplishments of a genteel education,
to little purpose. Music and drawing, except in
cascs of decided propensity, are of little ornament
and less utility, though they may amuse the idle.”
He then admits that they ‘‘afford elegant and
agrecable diversion when cultivated with taste,”
and may “ expand the mind formed for expansion.”

Better facilitics for the higher education of girls
began to cngage the attention of intelligent parents
in Albany, carly in this ccntury. Private schools
were started with varied success. The most im-
portant cnterprise of this kind was the Union
School, so called, started by Ebenczer Foot, in
Montgomery strect, in 1814, from which grew the
exccllent and widely uscful Albany Female Acad-
emy, a history of which will be given in the history
of cducation in the city of Albany. We mention it
here only to say that its doors have always been
open to girls residing outside the city at rcason-
able rates of tuition ; that it has usually had the
best of instructors and a wise supervision ; that its
course of study has favored the liberal and practi-
cal branches, and that its influence upon female
cducation in this county has bcen most benefi-
cent.

In 1838, the distinguished English traveler,
Buckingham, made a brief sojourn in Albany, and
closcly studied its institutions, In the Female
Academy he says he found about 250 in attend-
ance from the city and 140 from the country. The
school instruction and management, then for about
twenty years in charge of that eminent educator,
Alonzo Crittenden, he found most admirable. He
adds: ‘ This experiment, which has now been
continued for upward of twenty years, has proved
abundantly what many have affected to disbelieve
or doubt, that the female intellect is in no degree
whatever inferior in its capacity to reccive and re-
tain instruction in the highest and most difficult
branches of lcarming to the male; that their
powers of application and their zeal for informa-
tion are, also, quite equal to that of the other sex;
and that such differences as have hitherto existed
between the intellectual condition of male and
female youths have been wholly owing to their be-
ing subjected to diffcrent modes of education.”

These sentiments, regarded as questionable
sixty yecars ago, have been so firmly established by
the observation of tcachers and school officers that
¢ experiment ” is no longer called for, and *¢ dis-
belief and doubt ” are no longer found, even among
the oldest of the ** old fogics ” in cducation,

%

In Preston’s Statistical Report of the county for
the year 1820, we find cnumerated in the county,
155 common schools,” *‘exclusive of parts of
schools adjoining other towns,” to wit: in Albany,
25 ; Bethelehem, 25; Coeymans, 15; Westerlo,
16; Rensselaerville, 18 ; Berne, 30 ; Guilderland,
11 ; Watervliet, 12; also an academy of 150
students, Lancasterian school of 400 pupils, and a
mechanic school, all in the city of Albany. The
Albany Female Academy, although then in opera-
tion, is not named. The same writer, John
Preston, an old teacher of his day, residing in
Westerlo, says : *“Our country schools, and many
in cities, at present are too tedious and too
expensive in teaching children the elementary
parts of sciences.” Hpg places a high cstimate upon
the now exploded Lancasterian system of school
management, as “surpassing anything of the kind
heretofore discovered.” .

Henry R. Schoolcraft tells us that his great-
grandsire was a schoolmaster, and taught the first
English school in Schoharie County, in his old
age, and was known as one of the very few promi-
nent ones in the rcgion of Albany Couaty, at that
early day.

Apollos Moore came from Berkshire County,
Mass., and settled in Renssclaerville soon after the
Revolution, where he was long and widcly known
as a successful schoolmaster. From 1812 to 1828,
he was County Judge, and for many years a lead-
ing citizen of the county. Moses Patten, from
New Hampshire, also resided in this town, and was
a leading teacher of public schools for many years,
He held the office of Surrogate from 1840 to 1844.

Hon. A. J. Colvin speaks of William Hicks as a
leading schoolmaster in Cocymans in the early
part of this ccntury. He was a great speller,
and teaching spelling was his hobby. Only the
‘‘common branches” were taught. The ““criminal
stick ” recorded punishable crimes, and woe to the
young culprit who earned the ferule or the birchen
rod,

John Preston, of Westerlo, was one of the best
Yankee schoolmasters that taught in the country
towns of the county in the first part of this cen-
tury. o

We wish we could give a complete list of these
pioncers, but it is not passible at this writing.

County Superintendents of Common Schools.—The
legislature passed an act, drawn by Hon. John C
Spencer, May 26, 1841, requiring County Boards
of Supervisors to appoint bicnnially a County
Superintendent of Common Schools, charged with
the general supervision of the public schools in his
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jurisdiction. The office was abolished, November
13, 1847. The following gentlemen served in this
office in Albany County: Royal Shaw, Francis
Dwight, Rufus King, Horace K. Willard, Abraham
Van Vechten, Henry S. McCall,

This office was abolished *¢ without petitions from
any considerable number of people and: without
proposing a substitute.” It became unpopular be-
cause, in some cases, incompetent men, appointed
as partisans, abused their trust ; and the small salary
was claimed by the niggardly as an added burden
upon the taxpayer. It wasa backward step, and
so regarded by the best friends of education every-
where. It left all school supervision to Town
Saperintendents, who, with rare exceptions,
neglected trusts for which _they bad no fitness.
Such was the united testimony of Samuel Young,
N. S. Benton, Christopher Morgan, Henry S.
Rzndall Samuel S. Randall, Victor M. Rice, and
other prominent State officers and educators.

School Commissioners of countics are chosen for
a term of three ycars by the electors of their com-
missioner district. There are now three districts
in Albany County, exclusive of the cities of Albany
and Cohoes, with the supervision of whose schools
these officers have nothing to do. Local school
boards are chosen by the cities to manage their
own school affairs. These school boards usually
dect an agent called Superintendent of Schools.
The County Commissioners are required to exam-
ine and license local public school teachers, except
such as hold State or Normal School diplomas; to
visit their schools; to aid in organizing teachers’
indtitutes; to do several other dutics, and to report
annually to the State Superintendent.

ALBANY COUNTY, FIRST DISTRICT.

1356, John B. Shear, Cocymans; 1858, John G. Vander-
zee, Cedar 11ill; 1861, L. Carter Tuttle, Cedar 11ill; 1864,
Joha C. Nott, Albany; 1867, William E Whitbeck, Beth.
lehem Center; 1870, Leonard A. Carhart, Cocymans; 1873,
Jobn F. Shafer, Cedar Hill; 1876, David D. L. McCulloch,
New Salem; 1879, Alexander F. Raker, Cedar Hill; 1882,
Samuel F. Powell, Cocymu, 1885, John J. Callanan,
Callaman’s Comers.

WD DISTRICT.

Peter Tinklepaugh; Edward V. Filkins, Berne; 1861,
George' 1. Boughton, Rensselacrville; 1867, Zina V. Sny.
der, Potter's Hollow; 1870, Julius Thayer, South Westerlo;
1864 and 1873, Zcbodiah A, Dyer, East Berne; 1876, Sanford
Sisson, Rensselaerville; 1879, Rufus T. Crippen, Rensse-
berville; 1882, Ellas Young, Reidsville; 1885, Charles De
um- Moduna.

'I'IIIID INSTRICT,

1856, Joha 1L Sand, Knox; 1858, Willam Arthur, Jr.,
West Troy; 1865, Thomas Ifelme, Guildcrland; 1867,

George H. Quay, Knox; 1864 and 1370, John P. \Vhitheck.
West Troy; 1873, Thomas llclme, McKownville; 1876,
Wilham J. McMillan, West Troy; 1879, Charles E. Sturyges,
Knox; 1882, Thomas P. Hecnan, West Troy; 1885, George
McDonald, West Troy.
FOURTH DISTRICT.
1856, John Muckle.

The Commissioners whose terms expired De-
cember 31, 1856, were four in number, onc from
each Assembly district. They were appointed by
the Board of Supervisors about June 1, soon after
the passage of the act constituting them. After
this the county was divided into three School Com-
missioner Districts, not including the citics and
villages having special school acts relating to su-
pervision. Since November, 1857, the Commis-
sioners have been clected at the annual State elec-
tion, and commence their official term of three
ycars on the 1st day of the January succeeding.

The first State Normal School was located in Al-
bany by law, May 7, 1844, under the supervision
of the State Superintendent and the Regents of the
University. \We give a more cxtended history
of this institution in another place. Ve mention
it here as onc of the great events in the history of
eJucation, occurring in this county over forty ycars
ago, and, cver since, shedding its benignant influ-
ence upon all the schools in the State, but cs-
pecially upon those of Albany County. It was,
with the characteristic conscrvatism of the educa-
tional legislation of the times, limited to an exist-
ence of only five ycars. DcWitt Clinton, in 1826,
and other cminent statesinen of that day, who saw
that poor teaching was the great obstacle to the
progress of popular cducation, had spoken of the
importance of such an institution. The best cdu-
cators and school officers urged it Its establish-
ment as an experiment was a nccessity, It was
opened as a school, with twenty-ninc pupils, De-
ccmber, 1844. It has never been closed.  April
13, 1848, it was made a ‘‘ pecrmancat cstablish-
ment” by law. July 31, 1849, it occupicd its
present building. This autumn it is to be removed
to its new building on Washington Park, admirable
for location, architecture, and all necdful appoint-
mients for its appropriate work,

Its successive principals are thus named : David
P. Page, George R. Perkinsg, Samucl B. Wool-
worth, David H. Cochrane, Oliver Arcy, Joscph
Alden, Edward P. Waterbury.

Teuchers' Departmenis in academics were pro-
vided for by a Icgislative act of March 3o, 1849,
and kept up to this day by subscquent acts, by
which, under certain conditions, in academics so-
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lected by the Regents of the University, a class of
pupils receive special instruction in the art of man-
aging and teaching schools a portion of cach year.
Under this act I find that Reassclaerville Academy
and Knoxville Academy have done some uscful
service in this way; but it has been very limited in
quantity and variable in quality.

Teachers’ Inslilnles have been a popular and
powerful agency in the working cducational forces
of the State and County. The first in the State
was opencd at Ithaca, April 4, 1833, by Prof John
S. Denman, of Tompkins County, and held two
weeks.  Salem Town, James B. Thompson and
David Powell were the assistants. Twenty-eight
teachers attended. A law providiag for helding
them annually in cach county was passed, Novem-
ber 13, 1847, appropriating sixty dollars to each
county which should comply with its provisions.

We add as complete a list as we can now make
out of those held in this county. Ve do not find
that Albany County was among the carlicst to com-
ply with the terms of the act.

For some ycars they were not held regularly,
and were thinly attended. Indecd, to this day, the
attendance embraces but a small part of the teach-
ers of the county, and but little popular or pro-
fessional enthusiasm has ever been awakened in
these State institutions in Albany County. The
years and places of holding, and the number of
mcmbers cnrolled for twenty ycars past, are here
given :

1865.—Clarksville,
Watervliet, 173.

1866, —Chesterville, 181 ; Watervliet, 110,

1867.—Cohoes, 93.

:g:s.—-Chcstcrvillc, 110; Knowersille, 73.

1869. — :

1870.—Chesterville, 140 ; Cocymans, 66.

1871.—Watervliet, 71.

1872.—Checsterville, 173,

1873.—FEast Berne, 167.

1874.—Knowersville, 131.

1875.—Clarksville, 144.

1876.—Ncw Salem, 132,

1877.—Knowersville, 144.

1878.—New Salem, 163 ; New Salem, 89.

1879.—Clarksville, 102 ; Adamsville, 75.

1880.—Knowenville, 145; Berne, 157,

1881.—New Salem, 120; Coeymans, 78.

1882, —Chesterville, 146 ; Knowersville, 108,

1883.—Ncw Salem, 6a.

1884.—Cocymans, 121,

1885.—Knowersville, 97.

The State Geological Survcy was authorized by
law, April 15, 1836, and was carricd on in four
districts,  Albany County was included in the first

118; East Beme, 1063

district. ‘The following distinguished scientific
men residing in Albany were engaged with others
in that survey as principals or assistants: Prof
William G. Mather, in geology; Prof Ebenezer
Emmons, in geology and agriculture ; Dr. James
Fights, in geology ; Prol James Hall, in geology
and palcontology. The work commenced in 1836
and terminated with their first reports in 1831, ex-
cept that of paleontology, which is still continued
under Dr. James Hall, who has served in this de-
partment since 1843. Besides the five annual re-
ports, twenty-one huge printed volumcs, abounding
in facts and illustrations, attest to the extent and
thoroughness of the work done,

The State Muscum of Natural History, recently
placed in the State Hall, of which James Hall has
becen director since 1866, is a wonderful collection,
a great and impressive teacher of science, an out-
growth of this survey, continually increasing un-
der the fostering care of the Regents of the Univer-
sity, who are its legal trustees, and by the wise and
devoted activity of its museum staff, consisting of
Profs. James Hall, geologist ; Joseph A. Lintner,
entomologist, and Charles H. Peck, botanist.

"In 1820, sixtecn ycars before™ the above State
survey was commenced, a Geological and Agri-
cultural Survey of Albany County was made by
Prof. Theodoric Romeyn Beck. This was the
first undertaking of the kind in the State.

Hon. Stcphen Van Rensselacr, with character-
istic public spirit and zeal for promoting valuable
knowledge, employed Prof. Amos Eaton, then of
Albany, to make a geological examination of the
rocks along the line of the Erie Canal. His
report was published in 1824, and was a work of
decided merit, considering the state of science at
that date. i

REGEXTS OF THE UNIVERSITY, exccpt ev officis,
appointed since 1787, and having residence in
Allany County, with year of appointment, have
been as follows :

John Rodgers, 1787; Philip Schuyler, 1787;
Dirck Romeyn, 1787; Kilardus Westerlo, 1787;
John McDonald, 1787; Abraham Van Vechten,
1797; Thomas Ellison, 1797; Simcon De Wi,
1798; James Kent, 1800; John Tayler, 1803;
Ambrose Spencer, 1805; Elisha Jenkins, 1807; De
Witt Clinton, 1808; Peter Ganscvoort, Jr., 1808;
Joseph C. Yates, 1812; Solomon Southwick, 1813;
Smith Thom 1813; John Woodworth, 1813;
Martin Van Buren, 1816; John Lansing, Jr., 1817;
ohn De Witt, 1817; Samuel Young, 1817; Stcphen
an Rensselacr, 1819; William A. Ducr, 1820;
Harmanus Bleecker, 1823; Samucl A, Tal
1823; James King, 1823; Peter Wendcll, 1823;
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Villiam L. Marcy, 1823; Jesse Buel, 1826; Ben-
jmin F. Butler, 1829; Gerrit Y. Lansing, 1829;
John Keyes Paige, 1829; John Tracy, 1830; John
A. Dix, 1831; us Corning, 1833; James Mc-
Kown, 1834; Amasa]. Parker, 1835; Joseph Rus-
sell, 1839; John C. Spencer, 1840; Gideon Haw-
ley, 1842; John V. L. Pruyn, 1844; Martin Van
Buren, 1835; Jabez D. Hammond, 1845; Philip
S. Van Rensselaer, 1849; John N. Campbell, 1851;
George W. Clinton, 1856; George R. Perkins,
1862; Henry R. Pierson, 1872; Anson J. Upson,
1874; John A, Dix, 1876; Charles E. Smith, 1879;
S;S ir McKelway, 1883; Hamilton Harris,
1595.

Standard historians have scarcely noticed the sub-
ject of education. \We have had little help from
them. They write of wars, and the strifes of kings
and other men struggling for wealth and power.
Theirsis a record of contending factions in Church
and State. From them the student of history learns
liule of the homes of the people, of the training of
the young, of the pursuits of the student of
science and literature, or of the mighty influences
that come from wise and godly men and women,
working for humanity and country, in quiet places.
And yet these are all of vital importance,

School statistics, as published in our school docu-
ments, possess little value previous to about 1857.
Mr. Victor M. Rice is entitled to the credit of or-
ganizing a plan for them, but littleimproved since.
He had able clerks in his department; and county
school commissioners were trained by him to a
habit of making intelligible and truthful reports.
An examination of the State Annual School Reporis
for thirty years past will enlighten the student of
education, as he can be enlightened in no other
way, in regard to the progress of education in our
Sute and County. We would beglad to collate
facts and make comparisons from these tables, but
space forbids.

The influences that have been working for a
century past to advance the education of the masses
in this State, have been many. Albany County,
as embracing the State Capital, and the temporary
homes, at least, of legislators, statemen, jurists,
educators and philanthropists, from whom these
influences have proceeded, has had great advan-
tages. In the City of Albany these influences have
been powerfully felt. They have led to the estab-
lishment of our many private schools, our excellent
academies and public schools, our schools of
law and medicine, our Dudicy Observatory, our
libraries and Cabinets, and all our facilities for
advancement in knowledge,

It must be admitted that these influences have
slowly entered into our country towns, We have

no doubt that the manorial system, so long existing
in these towns, has been the chief paralyzing cause.
It matde men groveling and ambitionless. A better
day for these beautiful valleys and hills, these
homes and villages, is lifting. Schools and school-
houses are better, and men and women of intelli- .
gence and influence are multiplying.

No one can question that these good influences
had their origin and stimulus from New England.
The immigration from that land, which began im-
mediately after the Revolution, and has continued
ever since, has spread and intensificd these influo-
ences. :

Among the men whose excrtions and influence
have essentially contributed to the establishment of
the schools seferred to, and to the securing, finally,
of a real, permanent school system, free for all the
people, may be named the following who have had
residence in this county, not to speak of Governors,
Regents, and State Superintendents named else-
where: '

Gideon Hawley, Fliphalet Nott, Alexander G.
Johnson, Henry B. Haswell, Joha O. Cole,
Franklin Townsend, John V. L. Pruyn, Bradford
R. Wood, Friend Humphrey, Henry Mandeville,
Alonzo Potter, Jabez D. Hammond, John C.
Spencer, Danicl D. Barnard, Ebenczer Foot, T.
Romeyn Beck, Francis Dwight, Alonzo Crittenden,
Benj. F. Butler, Thomas W. Valentine, John W.
Bulkley, Samuel B. Woolworth, Alden March,
James H. Armsby, Daniel J. Pratt, Henry S, McCall,
Charles P. Easton, John E. Bradley, Merrill E
Gates and many others, including, of course, all
competent and faithful educators, maleand female.
Of these twenty-nine, ninctecn are natives of New
England. They were acknowledged lcaders.
Others, ‘‘of every kindred, cvery tribe,” have
cheerfully co-operated or followed, and enjoyed
the bencfit of their labors.

After years of struggling in the dark, without
system, Gideon Hawlcy, of Connccticut, was elected
State Superintendent of Common Schools, in 1813,
and held the office, with a salary of §300, for cight

rs. “To no individual in the State are the
friends of Common School Education more in-
dcbted for the impetus given the cause of element-
ary instruction in its infancy than to Gidcon Haw-
ley.” Organization, supervision, practical knowl-
edge of minute dctails, paticnce, perseverance,
honest work and sincere love for the cause were
the requisites in one man. Mr. Hawley united all
these. He scttled in Albany, was long time Sec-
retary of the Board of Regents, and lived to sece
the reward of his labora, Many followed him
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most worthily. The work was carried on in
the Secretary of State Department, with increased
experience, by such men as Yates, Flagg, Dix,
foung, Benton, Morgan and the Ran-
dalls. Tn 1854 Superintendent Rice took the helm,
followed by \Weaver and others. But none after
Hawley had a home in this county cxcept during
their official terms.  Jonathan Tenney and Addi-
son A. Keyes are the only Deputy State Superin-

Spencer,

tendents of - Public Instruction who were perma
nent residents in Albany County.

The Educational growth of our County has
been very rapid during the last one hundred years,
and especially so during the last fity years Its
history, to which we have given a few pages only,
could casily be expanded into a volume. In the
special history of Albany City we shall give more
attention to its local institutions of lcarning.

A LIST OF THE TOWNSHIPS (%), CITIES (c.), INCORPORATED VILLAGES (< v.).
VILLAGES (».), HAMLETS (&) AND NEIGHBORHOODS (=) IN
ALBANY COUNTY,

WITH THEIR DISTANCES FROM ALBANY CITY IN MILES, THEIR POST-OFFICES, RAILWAY STATIONS, LOCATION
IN TOWN, LOCAL NAMES, ETC., BY PROF. J. TENNEY.

Distances

" Location
Towns, Cities, Post-offices, Railway Stations. ﬁi:-“sa:u . Local Names and Other Notes.
Capitol,

. Fort Orange, The Fuyck,
NYeoenn N.Y.C Beverwyck, A ia, Or-
ALBANY....a.n...... P.O. . { B. & A, e (| o .. anion yc’. “!"""'m.",, } e
Arbor HlL........... Albany P. O. ' ' N | e =

\ K| N e
Groesheckville.. .. ... ¢ “ 3 S. Annexed from Bethlehem. | =
Martinsville. ....... o “ X S. Named for Martin, | =
North Albany. ...... . o 1% N. Annexed Waterviiet. | =
Tivdli Hollow . ...... “ o« 1 N. ceeees =
Washington Park . “ " ] W. "7 Public Park, N
West Alinny ........ PO, 2 N. Mostly in \Vatervliet. v,
ll;“hx.'l.lé ........... e Pr. (l:. o 23 tese | seecsscccsacese eee (5

Berneville. ........... me P. O. 2 N. Bea ration. 3
East Berne..... reee P. O, l3 N. E. Pln'l“ E‘\V e :.
South Berne P o 32 S. ” s Lake. A
West Berne..o....... w0 o 7 | NW. " ‘Mechanicsville, Peoria. | &-

Orid ..ienerennannn . Berne P, O. 2 CW. | Namcd for Pcoria, Is. | &
Reidsville. .......... P. O. 1 S. E. Named for Sandy Reid. A
Thompson®s Lake....} ..c.o.oviiinennnn 17 N.E Summer A
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Slingerlands... 5 ... ... P o 7 I NOWL ».
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Upper llollow....... Adamsvme P.O. | .ociennannnn 4 N.E .
VanWie's...........f . PO, | (.......... [1 E. ~,
Wemple............. Beﬂllehcm Lcnter P.O. W.S 3 E. L3
(j\tl)n'uns creseenns ", O, 13 3
COVe. . eevennnane 21 S W L3
Aquctuck ....... 16 S.E, &
(.oeymam Tiotlow .. 18 skc. 1.
]
{.amllng :;3; S.E o,
. m n Fields. ..o, . 20 N. A
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A LIST OF THE TOWNSHIPS, CITIES, INCORPORATED VILLAGES, ETC, ETC

. Location
e Sl Post-offices. Railway Stations. la:-"s":«a gl | oot Names and Oter Notes
Guilderland Statiom.. . P. O. lg S W. | oiiiiiiciiinenecaacaanns A
lamitoaville. .......| Guilderland P. O. E N’dlur}la\.Alcx Hamilton. | ©.
Knowersville......... P. O. 17 W. C. | Named for 1lon. Benj. Knower.| v.
McKowaville. . ...... . O, ; S. E. | Named for 1lon, Jas. McKown.| 4.
Sloans ......cce0....] Guild P. O. E. Hamiltonville, Sloans, o.
KMOX. .cvenecncnnnns . 1 eess | eece cecccaceiacneanes e | &
Knox 3 2t C. The Street. A.
22 B .
19 ) [, ‘O,
zi Wo | ciiiciiiiicinieaainncss v.
E. N (3
12 S.E | ciecicececccinccnncenees | &
12 S W ceeeiiiieiiniiiieiianas v.
9 S E Jerusalem. A,
15 N. W. ceeesncnans tessses | M
9 S. E. Feura Bush. A
12 NoWe ] ciiiiiiiiieiiencnnans e | ©
8 ) ceeccscetaantcatasacnans A
W.s. 1t N.E. Voorheesville. v.
........... . 14 S. Tarrytown. A
W. S, 9 E Unionvi!le. A
w. 9 O A
A &S, and n N ®
W. * Hoa. A. B. Voorhecs. *
...... 13 w. eecsscscasessesassncsse. :
essscascane . 2 vase | seceesccscccaccaacanssas .
........ veee 3'; S. W. Named for Thomas Cook. | 7.
......... e | e | SW. Williamsburyg. A
ceesescanse . 29 S.E Hall’s Mills. v.
ceaeeeeanens Ohsolete; Willow Glen. | 4
............ 33 S. W. Named for Samucl Potter. v.
..... ceeeens 32 S W. I\amll&uj::u‘:w!‘redon. .
am
enese e 3 N.E Gen. S. Van Rensselaer. v
28 S. E for Moscs Smith, A
28 N. W. Connersville. :.
10 N. Grocsbeck's Corners, A,
Cemetery............]  Alany P.O. R. &S. 3 E A,g;'“'b;‘;hA mm} i
Center.....cc0ee.... Karner P, O, N.Y.C. 8 N. Karmer. A.
Crescent ...cocveeeee] vevnnnnne cessensas T. &S 12 w. Railway Station. A,
G csececss West Troy P. O. R.&S. 6 E Named for_f!mcs Gibbons. | ».
Green Island. . ...... Pﬂ R. &S 7 E. Til)lutt'n Island. iv,
Grocsbeck’s Corners. Cohoes P. O. eesesncesans 1o N. bg t. A,
Ireland's Comners. .... Loudonville P.O. | ........... . 3 C. Named for Rev. Sclah Ircland,| o,
.............. P. O. N.Y.C.. 9 Ww. Nau.\'lr for lll\conl lor:‘samer A
9, own jlousc
Latham’s Corners. .. CohoesP.O. | ..... ceseess -6 C. Van Vranken's Corners. A,
Lisha’s KAll. ......... P. O. cesesraasacs 9 NW. | coiiiiiiiiinecacenanns A
Loudoaville ......... P. O, cessscsecces 3 § Named for Lord Loudon. ,
Lower Aqueduct.....] ............c..ceee cesesasvsces 12 N.E. On the Mohawk. .
¥ Albany P. O. . 3 E Named for Florist Mcnand. | A
P.O. s C. Named for John M. Newton, | ».
sesesencecsne sesee Named for I'vter Schuyler. | =
P. O. 8 W. | Shaker Community sincc 1776. | o.
West Alhl? P. O. 2 S Named for Julius A. W v
Cohoes 6 C. Van Vranken's. A.
Cohoes P. O. 6 C. Town Housc Corners. A.
cessssnee]l eesessssessescenss ceerecnsens [ % Port Schuyler. A
LA R] o W ] sesesiencnen 9 @ || eecscecressescvccscssscnsne '.
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WesTERLO .....000 s PO. | ....... 23 P I eseese | &
Chesterville. ........ Wesicrlo I, O, cecteseneres 23 C." | Named for Rev. John Chester. | .
Dormansville . ....... P. O, ceesresoancs 2 E Named for Danicl Dorman, | 4.
h-b'lcﬂm...... &CWMP.O. esessonssees “ sw. ssseesesscsccsccnccnsnee ‘o
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HISTORY OF POPULATION IN ALBANY COUNTY.

Dy Prof. J. TENNEY.

HE lcgitimate purpose of the Census secms to
be to determine matters esseatial to an intelli-
gent and cquitable administration of public affairs.
At first nothing was taken account of except the
population classed by ages, sexes, and sometimes
by races. In this way the strength of a people for
the productive pursuits of peace or the destructive
hazards of war, was measured. And when some
respect began to be given to the popular demand
for natural rights, it was important, to begia with,
to have some scale of representation.

As imperfect as these census takings confessedly
are, they are valuable as an approximate mcasure
of the growth and prosperity of a people. To
take them as thcy come to us is the best we can
do, when we propose to show the historic move-
ment of population and the great events and in-
dustrics that accompany it or depend upon it
Hence, we have carcfully collated, from cvery re-
source in our reach, this chapter as a valuable con-
tribution to our history.

As will be seen, the statcments of population
during the Dutch Colonial period are but little
better than cstimates; and cven when taken by di-
rection of government officers, not only in the
English Colonial times, but even in this day, by
so many ‘‘cnumerators,” and from thc mouths
of so many dishonest, ignorant or timid people,
the tabulated reports have never yet reached per-
fection.

Our facts and inferences in regard to the number
and condition of the population of New Nether-
lands during the Dutch period, and of New York
during the English period, are derived from the
documents and other historic papers of those
periods.

Wassenacr’s Historia Van Europa, Amsterdam,
1621-1632, says: ‘‘There are now no families at
Fort Orange. They are all brought down. They
kecp five or six and twenty persons, traders, there,
Bastiacn Jansz Crol is Vice-Director there. He re-
mained there since the year 1626, when the others
came down,”

This helps confirm our opinion that no perma-
nent scttlements in or near what is now Albany

were made prior to 1630; perhaps we ought to
say, prior to 1639.

The same writer, speaking of Fort Amsterdam,
says: *‘The population consists of 270, including
men, women and children.” Fear of the savages,
and the dreary state of things about frontier Fort
Orange, thus carly led the “‘families,” ¢ the women
and children,” to ““come down” to a place of
better security.

That the early population of both Manhattan
and Beverwyck conmsisted of few persons, except
the officers and servants of the West India Com-
pany, is well agreed. A little band of colonists
came over in 1630 as farmers and farm servants
under the patroon, and did service under leascs or
othcrwise, on the manor lands of Rensselaerwyck.
Few had families.

In 1638, most of the population was confined to
New Amsterdam and Fort Orange.

Their * High Mightinesses” had information in
April, 1638, that ““the population in New Nether-
lands docs not only not increase as it might, but
cven that it is decreasing,” which they attribute to
the neglect of the West India Company to properly
encourage immigration and provide for the protec-
tion of the immigrants by proper ‘‘inducements
and pre-eminences.”

Free trade, in 1638, gave some impctus to im-
migration; but most who came over preferred trad-
ing with Indians to cultivating the soil. In 1646,
as shown by the Van Rensselaer papers, only 216
colonists had been sent over to Rensselacrwyck in
sixteen years, reckoning from the first arrival in
1630,

Governor Stayvesant tells us that, in 1647, soon
after he came in churge of New Nectherlands,
*“The whole province could not muster 250 or, at
most, 300 men capable of bearing arms” This .
includes, of course, all the settlements in and
around New Amsterdam, Fsopus and Beverwyck.
This he attributes in part to the *“exccedingly det-
rimental, land-destroying and people-cxpelling wars
with the crucl barbarians” that were aroused and
carriecd on under Kich. In this connection he
spcaks of his *‘troublcsome ncighbors of New
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England,” whose population numbered *full fity
1o our one.” Not far from this time New England
was dotted over with agricultural and commercial
scitlements, many of which had organized as inde-
pendent towns; and its population was reckoned
at 60,000. )

Until 1656, the litle church of nine benches
satisfied the religious worshipers of Fort Orange
and the Colony. The early population of Bever-
wyck was an unsettledone. Some few of the better
class purchased lands beyond the limits of Fort
Orange, and seitled down as industrious farmers;
some returned to Fatherland; and others retired to
the more stirring town of New Amsterdam, down
by the sea.  Population increased slowly upon the
frontiers up the Hudson and Mohawk. Many
were vagabonds of the lowest character; most
unfit as founders or builders of a permanent and
prosperous society.

In 1673, nine years after the English came in
possession, we arc told : *They and as many of
the Dutch nation as are yet residing under this
government is calculated to amount, women and
children included, to about six thousand.”

In 1678, Gov. Andros writes: ¢‘ Inhabitants and
planters about 2,000 able to bear armes; old in-
habitants of the place or of England, except in
and neere New York, of Dutch extraction, and some
few of all nations.” '

*“The town itself is upon a barren spot of land,
and the inhabitants live wholly upon trade with
the Indians.” Gov. Dongan in 1687, says this of
Albany.

‘The first attempt at taking a census in the Prov-
ince of New York, was made in 1686 by Gov.
Dongan, by request of the Board of Trade and
advice of Council, The Sheriff had the matter in
charge, assisted by constables or other under-offi-

cers, and reported on or before the 1st of April to
the Governor,

A LIST OF THE HEADS OF FAMILIKS,

And the number of men, women and children in
each houschold in the City and County of Albany,
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At this count Benjamin Fletcher was Governor,
Simon Young, Sheriff of Albany County, and
Dircke Wessels, Mayor of Albany. The ““list” is
specially interesting as containing the names and
enumeration of the ancestors, nearly two hun-
dred years ago, of many of the people of Holland
blood now living in this county. The census aggre-
gates 1,453, of which 379 are men, 270 women and
803 children. Of the letters in parentheses, E.
denotes English; F., French; Sp., Spanish; Sc.,
Scotch ; L, Indian. The others are supposed to be
Dutch.

The population of the city and county of Albany,
as taken by the order of Governor Bellomont, in
1698, at the close of King William’s war, consisted
of 382 men, 272 women, 805 children and 23
negroes. In 1689, at the beginning of this war,
it had been 662 men, 340 women and 1,014
children. The decrease during the war was re-

as follows :
ported Men. Women. Children.

i’g:"""'::::::':::: v 2 b
” m’...o.--o . oo
w...... .......... ®svee : LEX]
Total......... ceeneees 280 68 209
The effect of the war of 168998 on the Five
Nations is reported as follows ;
1689. 1698,
The eessesescassssessacscaces :B 510
The Onmcydes. ..ceeeenennennnnnn. cevenes 3 P
méw‘“ st esccesessseccsnsevene g g
The Semmeba e
Total....c.oonnennnenenes veeverers S50 . 1,230
In 1703 the populaion of Albany city and
county is reported to have been 3,273,

Rev. Thomas Barclay, in September, 1710,
writes: *‘In the city and county of Albany, there
are about 3,000 souls, besides the garrison. Most
of the inhabitants are Dutch, the garrison excepted,
which consists of three companics, each company
one hundred men.”

Governor Hunter writes to the Board of Trade,
under date of June 23, 1712 : ** I have issued or- .
ders to the several countics and cities for an
account of the numbers of their inhabitants and
slaves, but have never been able to obtain it com-
plete, the people being deterred by a simple super-
stition and observation that sickness followed upon
the last numbering of the people.” In 1715 he
writes further that, *The superstition of this peo-
ple is so insurmountable that I believe I shall never
be able to obtain a complete list of the number of
inhabitants of this province.”

Governor Hunter, in April,. 1716, writes to the
Board of Trade: ¢ The number of militia in this
province, by my last account, is 5,060. I cannot
say that the inhabitants increase in that proportion
as they do in the neighboring provinces, where the
purchases of land are easier.”

In June, 1720, *‘Alist of the Freeholders of the
City and County of Albany ” was taken, by order
of the Court of Judicature, under direction of Gar-
rett Van Schaick, High Sheriffi. The county then .
included Kinderhook, Claverack, Schaghtioke,
manor of Livingston, Niskayuna, Schenectady,
Half Moon, Coxackie and Catskill. In the pres-
ent territory of Albany County, 153 frceholders
were reported for the city, and 81 for the manor of
Renssclaerwyck.

In 1723, there were reported as whites, 1,512
men, 1,408 women, 1,404 male children, 1,369
female children—s,693 ; and *‘ of ncgroesand other
slaves,” 307 men, 200 women, 146 male children,
155 female children—808. Total, 6,501,

Goscn Van Shaick, Sheriff in 1731, enumerates :

“ mk’m . .::::::--oc‘oo--o.-.o-. .e
“ females ¢ ¢, .., eseseane cscesens 174

—

Total ccceiennccnncancenconnsenssnsnceccesss 8873

The remarkable excess of the male population
at this time is worthy of notice. The population
of New York City at this time was 8,622, with no
remarkable difference in the sex population.
Sheriff Van Schaick thus remarks upon the matter :
*“It is remarkable that in New York there are,
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above ten years, 147 males and 995 females more
than in Albany, and 1,029 males and 185 females
(under ten) more than in New York; which is
accounted for by this part being a trading place,
and many of the males go abroad; of course, many
females Jye fallor; and perhaps in the county
they are better breeders, I believe many younger.”

In 1737 the Albany County population is stated |

as follows :

\Vhite males above 10 ot REPETTPLTCTPEPILRRIVLL: 3,209
 foemales ¢ 0 K eiiiiiiarensennes 2,995
¢ malesunder ** & ... .cciieininen 1,403 -
¢ females ¢ 4 B eeieiieceeans 1,384

Black malesabove ¢ ¢ .. iieiiiiean 71
“ females ¢ ¢ M riieee se eene
“ malesunder ¢ ¢ . iiciiiciiiecenens 223
“ females ¢ B 0 iiiiicceneees 197

19,681

This is an increase of 2,108 since 1731, and ex-
cceds that of New York County by 17.

An account of the number of inhabitants in the
Province of New York was taken, June 4, 1746,
by order of Gov. Clinton. Every county was
taken cxcept Albany. Upon this it was noted:
“ Not possible to be nambered on account of the
enemy.” This was during King George's war of
1744-48, called the war of the Austrian Succession;

At the enumeration taken by order of Gov. Clin-
ton, May 10, 1749, after this war was over, Albany
County contained :

Males under 16 years. ... ...cceieieieiiinnnenaans 2,249

“ 36and &Mer - . 2,359

¢ above 60.....ccc0vieeiniiiietiiiitennanes 22

Females under16......ccvvineniiencnicnnanenss 3.% 7

“ s6andupward........cciiiiiiiinnnnnes 2,087

Total whites. ..oeveeiiecnncnes setcncansenn 9,154

Male Dlacks under 16......ccceceenceirnininannn 309

. “ 16andunder60.......cccveiiinnnnnn 42

s« Goand upward. ... ...iiiiiiiiiaiae. 43
Female blacksunder 16.. ... ..cociiiiiiiinecees 3
(0 ¢ jg6and upward.... .....c.i0innnnn 3

Total blacks. ... ..covuinenreniencnncennns 1,480

The whole province at this time contained 6,275
whites and 10,692 blacks.

The sheriffs of the scveral counties made another
cnumcration in 1756, during the French and In-
dian war. The rcturns of Albany County showed:

Males under 6. ....cccviiencenininncnncannnnnss 3.474
* alwvet6and under60. ... ceceneniiiiinnes 3.7
“ Goandupward.....cceciiiiininiiioninnnee 45
Females under 36..... Sessccessacas eseccacecnans 3.2
¢ abOVE I6...ccieeeiicnciiiactnniacncnn v 3
Total whites. .ovvevieirenencnnanss sosenes 14,808
lllack malesunder36. ... .iiiiiiiiieiiininianne . 6
¢ over 16 and under 6o...... I &
66 o Goand wpward. .ceceeeieciiienisanns 76
¢ femalesunder16........c00000s eesesesnnse 496
“ o 10...0c0e ®se80cssssscssnnve . w’

Total Blacks. ..ccvoeeeces aernanensecnsans

In 1771 Gov. Tryon ordered a census, which re-
sulted for Albany County as follows :

Males under16.........ccccevvrinnccncnnncnnns 9,740
“ ahove16and under 60......ccc0000cenceenn 9,822
“ Goandupward....... N "(l,g

Females under16.....cevveeiiivnanennacannnnnns 9,

This was the last counting of the people under’
the Colonial Government of New York. Less
than four years later the war for independence had
actually begun. The populgtion during these
troubled times made slow increase. It probably
did not exceed 45,000 in Albany County during
the Revolutionary war. But it must not be for-
gotten that Albany County then included what are
now Colambia, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schoharie,
Greene and Schenectady Counties. A part of Ver-
mont was also claimed.

Gov. Tryon, in 1774, makes the following re-
marks concerning the population of the province,’
which includes Albany County: *The high price
of labor and the plenty and cheapness of new land
fit for cultivation, as they increase the means of
subsistence, are strong additional incitements to
marriage, and the people entering into that state
more generally, and at an earlier period of life than
in Europe, the proportion of marriages and births
so far excceds that of populous countrics that it has
been computed the colonies double their inhabit-
ants by natural increase only in twenty years. The
increase in this colony has been nearly in the same
proportion.” He adds: ‘“The accession to our

. own numbers by cmigrations from the neighboring

colonies and from Europe has been considerable,
though comparatively small to the number thus
acquired by some of the southern colonies.”

The necessitics of the Revolution made a fair
census desirable in all the thirtecn colonies. Ac-
cordingly, onc was ordered Ly the Continental Con-
gress in 1775, to be taken by committees in each
county. But the returns were imperfect, and only
fragments are preserved.

Another census, for the pnrpoae of assigning
State quotas and means, was ordered in 1783,

A census was also taken in 1786 undeg the Con-
federation,
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The first Federal census was taken in 1790, and
has been repeated every tenth year since by United
States marshals and their deputies, and has formed
the bas’s of representation in Congress. Besides

with our nation’s development has come to
be included in our decennial census retarns.
But our purpose and space limits us chiefly to
population. Some of the most valuable facts

the enumeration of the people, classed in different
ways, almost every conceivable subject connected

gathered for this county will appear in their appro-
priate places.

UNITED STATES CENSUS FOR ALBANY COUNTY.

Towxs. 1790. | 1800. | 1810. | 1820. | 1830. | 1840. | 1850. | 1860. | 1870. | 1880, |Vmcon
Abany.............. 3,506 | 5,289 | 9,356 | 12,630 | 24,209 | 33,762 | 50,763 | 62,367 | 69,422 | 90,758 | 1686
Berme.............. cere | eeei ] 50134 50531 2:607 3740 | 3.441| 3,065 2562| 2,616 ] 1798
Bethlchem . ..... .... eeee | eeee ] 40430 5,114 o082 | 3,238| 4,002] 5,644 | 6,950| 3,753| 3703

........... veee| ceee ] 3574 2872 2,723| 3,107 | 3050| 3,116 | 3077 | 2.912| 1701
Coboes........ ...... P I TS e BEeel ITTeen ety RTINS 15,357 | 19,416 | 1
Colonie . ............ I I IR - ) IR EOeee IEPTTUI IR IR OO I 1
Guilderland........... cevs | eeee | 2476 | 2270 | 2,7 2,790 | 3,279 | 3,246 | 3.132] 3.459| 1803
Knog.......coeneeee T BT T e 2,1 2,143 | 2021} 2025| 1,656 1,604 1822
New Scotland........ I et BT BT | eeeoe 2912 | 3459 | 3» 3,411 | 3,251 | 1832
Reasselaerville ...... za; veee | 5,928 3,332 3.685 | 3.705 629 | 3, 2,492 | 2, 1
Watervliet........... 7 eeee | 2,365 2. 4.962 | 10,141 | 16,675 | 25,449 | 22,609 | 22,220 | 1
Westerlo . ........... | oeeee} eeer] eeeo| 3458 | 3,321 | 3096 | 2,800 | 2692 2, 2,324 | 181§

Norxzs.—In 173: our t county had only the City of Albany and the Towns of \Watervliet and Rensselacrville,
The column givin‘mteof ion indicates when new towns have been made out of the same territory. These towns

have made some changes by division. The varying influences of manufactures and trade, the facilitics of modern commerce
andhnvel,andthedemﬂul!of modern life have made marked changes in their population.

—

The first State Constitution, adopted in 1777,
provided that a septennial census of elec/ors shounld
be taken as a basis of representation in the Senate
and Assembly of the State. Under this authority
a census of this class was taken in 1790, 1795,
1801, 1807, 1814 and 1821, each provided for by
special acts. The persons counted were divided
into four classes, viz.:

1. Those allowed to vote for Senator, Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor, and required to be worth
$250 and over.

2. Those worth from §50 to $250.

3. Those not freeholders, but who rented es-
tates for $5 annually. .

4. Those with no property qualifications, but
were freemen in New York City, October 14, 1775,
or in Albany, April 20, 1777.

No returns beyond these inquiries were made
before the fifth State census, made in 1813, when
directions were given to ascertain the total popula-
tion. The last census under the first Constitation
was taken in 1821.

The revised Constitution of 1821 ordered a State
census to be taken in 1825, and every tenth year
thereaficr, for the purpose of cqualizing the r pre-
sentation. Changes have been made in the meth-
ods of enumeration and in the number of facts to
be gathered. :

NEW YORK STATE CENSUS, GIVING THE ENTIRE POPULATION OF THE COUNTY.

Towxs. 1854. | 1821, | 1825, | 183s. | 1845. | 18ss. | 1865, | 1875, | 188s.
..... 15,971 | 28,1 43,1 s7.£g 62,613 | 86,54t | ......
.......... 3 3 3,851 z.%
.......... 3.303 | 3.3t Siist | S.028 ) 3.7
.......... 2,957 { 2,9 2,003 | 3,264 | 3323 .....,
.............................. 12043 | ......
v S| 8oz | zoos | 3 188 | 3207 | 3soa| iliils
ceees | eeees z,m 3,1 { :1’:888 i.;:’y tﬁ
.......... 3130 | 328 | 3, 331 3 vesene
.......... 2.507 3581 3 2,745 | 2879| ..-...
.......... ,961 | 11,209 nm 27,279 | 20, z
.......... 3074 | 2987 | 3 2,497 | 2,31

that all our researches have failed to give us the United States Census returns for the country towns in the

Wi
comgy i s ofthe Sne s stura'n 18t and
re ) ¢
£ gocd b the Lequitureof 385, providing

been taken,
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ANTI-RENTIS M. : . 2m

ANTI-RENTISM IN ALBANY COUNTY.

ITS ORIGIN, RISE AND PROGRESS—ITS ADVENT AS A POLITICAL POWER, AND ITS DECLINEK AS SUCH—REMARK-
ABLE SHERIFF'S POSSE AND MILITARY DEMONSTRATIONS—THE LEGAL CONTROVERSY—THE QUARTER ’
SALE AND ITS OVERTHROW—MANOR PROPRIETORS FINDING THAT THEY ARE NEITHER
LORDS NOR PATROONS, NOR LANDLORDS, SELL THEIR DISPUTED INTEREST—
FORFEITURE AND CONFISCATION OF LANDS, WITH THE BUILDINGS
AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS ENFORCED BY SPECULATORS—
PRESENT STATUS OF THE CONTROVERSY.

Dy Hon. ANDREW J. COLVIN.

NTI-RENTISM had its origin in Albany
County. It started into existence very soon
after the death of Stephen Van Rensselaer, the last
holder of the manor of Renssclaerwyck under the
British crown. His dcath occurred on the 26th
day of January, 1839. He was known to that
generation as the patroon, somectimes the good
patroon, and after his death as the old patroon.
The manor was more than a principality in size,
and comprised the greatest portion of the lands—
cultivated and wooded—in the present counties
of Albany and Rensselacr.
As primogeniture was the law of inheritance in
England, so it was of the colonies, and this Stephen

Van Renssclaer, therefore, as the eldest son, inher--

ited this manor of Rensselacrwyck. The revolution,
and the laws following, changed the rule of inheri-
tance, and gave to all the children alike.

To break the force of this radical change, and
to keep this vast landed interest in the hands of his
two cldest sons, that might be, and their descend-
ants, if possible, this Stcphen Van Rensselaer on
arriving at his majority adopted the system of sell-
ing his lands in fee, reserving to himself in the con-
veyances, and to his hcirs and assigns, all mines
and mincrals, all streams of water for mill pur-
poses and the like ; and then certain old-time feu-
dal rcturns, denominated rents, payable annually,
at the manor housc in Watervliet, such as a speci-
ficd number of bushels of good, clean, merchant-
able winter wheat, four fat fowls, and one day’s
scrvice with carriage and horses; and, finally, the
reservation or exaction of onc-quarter of the pur-
chase price on cvery vendition of the land,

This patroon was advised that he could do this,
even on grants in fee ; and it is reported that Alex-
ander Hamilton framed the form of conveyance to
be adopted.

There was at this time an English statute, known
as the statute of Quia Emplores, which rendered it
impossible for a subject, on a conveyance in fee of
his land, to make, or if made to enforce by re-
entry or forfeiture, such feudal reservations. That
was a right remaining in and belonging to the
crown alone. .

It was, probably, assumed by Mr. Hamilton
that that statute was never in force in the colony,
and that it, therefore, had no existence in the State,
or any statute tantamount to it; or he may, per-
haps, have had no knowledge of the English
statute, as it was adopted so long ago as.the reign
of Edward I..

However that may have been, it is certain that
this patroon, acting upon such advice from some
quarter, sold in fee, with warranty of title, his
farming lands in Albany and Rensselaer counties,
the deeds containing the feudal reservations above
mentioned. The system seemed to work smoothly
enough during his life and the lives of the first pur-
chasers; but, on his and their death, the successors
of the latter, as owners, began to grow restive
under the burdens imposed; and, on being urgently
pressed after the death of the patroon by his sons
Stephen and William to make payments of the
rents in arrcar as reserved in the deeds, they—the
owners of the lands—began to question the legality
of the rescrvations.

The patroon, by his will, devised all his interest
in the lands thus sold by him in fee, with the re-
servations of rents, to his two oldest sons, Stephen
and William P.; the scrivener who drew the will
and himself undoubtedly supposing that he verily
owncd the escheat or reversion of such lands; in
other words, and in more familiar language, that
he still owned or retained the soil thereol To the
oldest son, Stcphen, was given the rents in Albany
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County; and to William P., the second son, the
rents in Rensselaer County, as reserved in the

conveyances,

Here, on the death of the father, commenced
the first troubles of the landholders, or the tenantry,
as they were called by the manor proprietors.

While the old patroon was onme of the most
gentle, kind-hearted and benevolent of men, and
often generously reduced the rents, and by many
sympathetic acts called forth the gratitude and love
of the landholders, the young patroons,—proud,
perhaps, of the great acquisitions, and it may be
withal in need of money, as the rents, after the
father’s death, came in sparingly and reluctantly,—
were sternly exacting, and" they required full and
prompt payments, and omission to pay was fol-
_ lowed by prosecution and threatened eviction.

It was not long, under these circumstances, be-
fore strong hostility was exhibited to the fee-farm
rent system in these two counties, soon extending
into adjacent counties affected by the sime system.

It is remarkable, on taking advice of counsel,
as the landholders did, that no opinion was given
or suggestion made that the deeds of the patroon
being absolute conveyances of all his interest in the
lands, the reservations were, for that reason, invalid
as incumbrances, made so by the English statute
before mentioned.

The counsel consulted were either ignorant of
the existence of that statute or they dismissed the
consideration of it on the assumption that it was
never the law of the Colony or of the State. Had
that statute, at the time of the anti-rent-outbreak,
been recognized asthe law of the State, it is not too
much, probably, to assert and believe that, before
the distinguished judges who then adorned the
bench, with the Senate composing the court of last
resort—a popular as well as judicial body—the
anti-rent controversy would have been spared more
than a quarter of a century of political and legal
conflict, and the feudal-burdened counties have
become as enlightened, prosperous and free as their

- sister counties of the State,

The anti-renters, desirous of compromising the
disputed matters on some equitable, even liberal
basis, early in the spring of 1839 held a conven-
tion or meceting, numcrously attended, on the
Helderbergs, in the town of Berne, and appointed
a committee to wait on Stephen Van Rensselaer,
the eldest son of the old patroon, for the purpose
of ascertaining if an amicable scttlement of manor
claims for rents in arrcar could not be effected,
and to leam, in the language of the day, upon
what terms the soil could be bought, ignorant that

they owned the soil already by their deeds of con-
veyance,

The committee, consisting of such sterling men
as Lawrence Vandusen, of Berne, afterwards elected
county clerk, who acted as chairman; Fdgar
Schoonmaker, Hugh Scott, Joseph Connor and
John F. Shafer and others of that. town, and Deni-
son Fish, Lawrence Fenner, Isaac Hoag and others .

* of Rensselaerville, and other representative men of

the hill towns and towns below the hill, on the
22d of May, 1839, went to the manor office in
Watervlict to see and converse with Mr. Van Rens-
selaer on the subject for which they were appoint-
ed; but he refused to speak to or recognize them
even by a nod. Passing into the inner office oc-
cupied by his agent, Douw B. Lansing, he held a
somewhat lengthened and confidential conversa-
tion with him, and the agent then came out and
said that Mr. Van Rensselaer would communicate
with them in writing. This excited great indigna-
tion, the commitice feeling that they had been
treated with lordly and haughty contempt.

Mr. Van Rensselaer did some time subsequently
addressa letter to Mr. Vandusen, the chairman ofthe
committee, which was read at mectings of thé anti-
renters held at East Berne on the Helderbergs, and
other places in the summer of 1839. In this com-
munication Mr. Van Rensselaer declined to sell on
any terms, saying, among other things, that he
would be doing injustice 1o himself, to his family
and to society at large should he consent to do so.

This determination of the manor claimant on
the Albany side of the river led to the wildest ex-
citement in the anti-rent towns of Albany County,
and open resistance to the collection of rents was
boldly urged and practiced. Rent agents were in-

. sulted, and were not safe among the excited peo-

ple. Sherifls were resisted in discharge of their
duties, by men masked and dressed in calico and
Indian costume; their horses were shorn of mane
and tail; the wheels of their vehicles were removed
and hidden; fircarms were displayed; tar and
feathers threatened, and strong dcmonstrations of
force generally exhibited.

Such was the extent of the resistance that carly
in December, 1839, the Sheriff, Michael Artcher,
called to his aid, in scrving process, the posse com-
ilatus, or power of the county. Among many prom-
inent citizens summoned was ex-Gov. Marcy, who,
amid much laughter, declared grimly and facetious-
ly his readincss to go; and he did actually go
with the posse on foot as far as Adamsville, where
a gentleman friend found him and conducted him
in his carriage as far as Clarksville, and there the
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Govemnor remained until evening, when he returned
with the posse to Albany.

The Sheriff, with his gosse, consisting of six hun-
dred citizens, started from Albany on the third day
of December, 1839, for Reidsville, a hamlet on the
Helderbergs, about sixteen or eightcen miles from
Albany. On arriving within a few miles of the
place, the Sheriff, selecting from the body of the
posse a committee of seventy-five of the stoutest
hearted, left with them for Reidsville, where it was
understood the anti-renters were collected in force.
Just before reaching Reidsville the Sheriff and his
committee encountered a body of fifteen hundred
mounted men posted across the public highway,
barring and refusing their further progress, and or-
dering them to go back. \Whereupon the Sheriff
and the committee returned obediently as directed;

and on making report to the main body of the

posse of the formidable resistance encountered, the
whole body gladly took the backward march to
Albany, where they arrived in safety the same even-
ing at g o'clock.

Pcople generally at the time, in discussing this
unhecard of posse and its ridiculous termination,
declared that a bold front on the part of the Sheriff,
with twenty resolute men; would have enabled him
to pass through the mounted horscmen without
injury, and do what he desired to accomplish of a
legal character, ’

On the morning after his return, the Sheriff gave
the Governor—\William H. Seward—an animated
if not exaggerated account of the resistance he
had met with.

The Governor deemed it his duty, under the
circumstances detailed, to call out the military, and
he did so promptly and efficiently, for he ordered
out a force sufficicnt to capture every man, woman
and child on the Helderbergs. It was composed
of the Albany Burgesses Corps, Captain Bayeux;
Albany Union Guards, Captain Brown; Albany
Republican Artillery, Captain Strain; First Com-
pany Van Renssclacr Guards, Captain Kearney;
Second Company Van Rensselaer Guards, Captain
Berry; Troy Artillery, Capain Howe; Troy Citi-
zens Corps, Captain Picrce; and Troy City Guards,
Captain Wickes.

This formidable body of citizen-soldiery, in
general command of Major William Bloodgood,
headed by Sheriff Artcher, started for Reidsville, on
the Helderbergs, December 9, 1839, to encounter
and overcome the rent-resisters.  With colors fly-
ing, drums beating, cannon rumbling, and bayo-
nets gleaming in the wintry sun, its march from
Albany was imposing.

It reached the Helderbergs without a shadow of
resistance, and, encamping at Reidsville, found no
encmy there to attack or oppose. It remained in
camp and on duty at that point, and other places,
for a week, and then returned to Albany, greatly
chagrined and sadly bedraggled, amid the peltings
of a pitiless rain storm of almost unexampled
severity.

Similar but much smaller demonstrations, under
proclamations of subsequent governors, set on foot
by rent claimants and timid sheriffs, have occurred
several times since. ‘The object has always seemed
to be, not to serve and enforce process, for that was
never really impossible in the hands of a vigorous
and courageous officer, with only a respectable
posse; but by military exhibitions of display, ac-
companied by sheriffs’ posses in force, to intimidate
and drive the landholders into settlement and pay-
ment of iniquitous demands.

The resistance to the collection of rents and at-
tempted enforcement of collections went on for
some time in thé tumultuous manner stated, with-
out successful or ‘encouraging results on either
side. The landholders hoped the petty and threat-
cned acts of resistance made by them might induce
Mr. Van Rensselaer to offer some terms of com-
promise; but he refused all compromise unless his
tenaitry, as he called them, would cease all further
opposition, acknowledge themselves in the wrong
and pay up what they owed.

This obstinate state of the controversy led the
landholders, under the advice of some antiquarian
adepts in legal lore, to question the Van Rens-
selaer title to the manor. It was insisted that the
letters patent were invalid on many grounds, not
necessary now to be stated, as it would lcad to
fruitless discussion, It is enough to say of it that
it soon brought the feudal rent conflict into the
arena of politics.

Politicians, always keen to scent the advent of a
new and potent power for votes, were quick in
scizing this opportunity and putting the land-
holders in shape for political action. They must,
it was urged, have a public press to make their
cause and their grievances known to the people,
and this was done with little delay. .

The Frecholder, published in the City of Albany,
became the organ of the cmbryo party. It was
conducted for many ycars with greatability. Both
of the old political parties, to a greater or less ex-
tent, entered into the controversy, although the
National Republican or \Whig party, then the op-
position party to the Democratic, furnished, appar-
ently, the largest number of ant-rent or land-



280

HISTORY OF THE COUNTY OF ALBANY.

holders’ advocates. The landholders now sought,
through political agitation, the enactment and en-
forcement of laws to protect them against the feudal
exactions, Their first object, therefore, was to se-
cure the Governor and a controlling number of
members of the Legislature; and at once, in the
elections, they made their power felt. Rensselaer,
Columbia, Dutchess, Sullivan, Ulster, Greene, Del-
aware, Otsego, Schoharie, Schenectady and Mont-
gomery Counties promptly sent representatives of
the landholders to the Legislature; and Albany
County espoused their cause by overwhelming ma-
jorities. Ira Harris, as their especial representa-
tive, was elected to the Assembly in 1845 bya
majority exceeding two thousand votes. In 1846
he was elected a delegate to the Constitutional Con-
vention, and in the same year again to the Assem-
bly, and subsequently to the Senate, and finally to
a seat on the bench of the Supreme Court.  Silas
Wright, whose name was a tower of strength, and
who, as the Democratic candidate for Governor,
- carried the State in 1844 for Polk as President
against Henry Clay, was beaten for re-election by
John Young in 1846, because his action as Gov-
emor with respect to the anti-rent outbreak in Del-
aware County, in which Steele, a deputy sheriff,
was killed, had given offense to this new and potent
organization. It would be out of place, in a his-
tory of Albany County, to detail the successes or the
defeats of this organization in other counties or in
the State, or its fate in the Legislature, or-its decline
as a political body. It is sufficient to say that the
landholders’ party, as a political organization, with
its organ, the Frecholder, died out gradually, and
that the contest subsequently became strictly legal
in its character.

Among the conditions contained in the manorial
grants in fee, as well in Albany as in other counties,
was a provision that the grantce, his heirs or as-
signs, was to pay to the lord or proprietor of the
manor, on every sale or vendition of the land od
infiniium, one-quarter of the purchase price; so
that, if a given farm—worth, for instance, $2,000—
with all its buildings and other improvements, put
on it by the landholder himself, was sold four
times, the manor proprietor would get the whole
valoe of the farm, including the improvements ;
that is, $500 on each vendition, making the full
sum of $2,000 on the fourth sale. :

Litigation in the courts first assumed shape on
this quarter-sale provision in 1848, and in 1852 the
question was carried into the Court of Appeals for
final adjudication. The ground taken there by the
counsel for the landholders in opposition to the

quarter-sale was, that the condition was void be-
cause it was a fine upon alienation, repugnant to
the grant and against public policy; but Judge
Ruggles, who delivered the opinion of the court,
placed the decision in effect upon the statute of
guia emplores, which, although he concluded was
not in force within the colony, and, therefore, not
in the State, yet, in his own words, ‘that
our statutes of escheats and of tenures, the
one passed in 1779 and the other in 1787,
acting retrospectively, performed the same func-
tions and wrought the same changes in the
feudal tenures of this State as the statute of guia
emplores did in England. They put an end to all
feudal tenure betwcen one citizen and another,
and substituted in its place a tcnure between
each landholder and the people in their sov-
ereign capacity ; and, by taking away the grantor’s
reversion or escheat, they removed the entire foun-
dation on which the power of the grantor to restrain
alienation by his grantce formerly rested, and they
placed the law of this State, in respect to the ques-
tion in controversy, on the same footing on which
the law of England now stands and has stood since
the reign of Edward the First"—that is, since
1290, when the. statute of guia emplores was

Judge Ruggles also said : “The right of re-cntry
for non-payment of rent, or the non-performance
of other covenants, is not such an interest in the
estate as makes the condition in question valid.
It is not a reversion, nor is it a possibility of re-
version, nor is it any estate in the land.” And
again he said: ‘‘ A rent is not a reversion or & pos-
sibility of reversion, and nothing but such a rever-
sionary interest in the land has cver been held to
authorize a condition against alienation.”

And Judge Ruggles adds, in the same opinion,
that, although the quarter-sale condition is valid
in leases for lives and years, for there the lessor has
a reversionary intercst in the land, yet on convey-
ances in fee it is void, for he has no reversionary
interest lek. And such was the unanimous judg-
ment of the Court of Appcals; and so ended all
further cnforcement of this hoary-headed exaction,

The life and soul of this decision is this: the
manor proprictors by sale and conveyance of their
lands in fec divested themsclves of all estate in the
lands, and no rclationship whatever of a legal charac-
ter thenceforth existed betwecn them and their
grantces, Thcy were not landlords, and the
grantces were not tenants; for it is idle to call him
landlord who does not own the land, and him
tcnant who docs own it.  And so quarter-sale con-
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dition died, and by parity of reasoning so died
also all other attempted feudal restrictions, by way
of covenants or conditions in deeds in fee, to free
commerce in manor or other lands in the State of
New York.

The Court of Appeals at the time of this
decision was composed of the following Judges:
Charles H. Ruggles, Chief Judge, and Addison
Gardner, Freeborn G. Jewett, Alexander S. John-
son, John W. Edmonds, Malbone Watson, Philo
Gridley and Henry Welles, Judges. -

The Court of Appeals, in a subsequent decision,
* pronounced in 1859, by Judge Denio, dissented
from the opinion of Judge Ruggles with respect to
the existence of the statute of guia emplores here,
and held that that statute was always the law of
the colony, and that it was the law of the State as
well before as after the passage of our act concern-
ing tenures in 1787. ‘A contrary theory,” said
Judge Denio, ‘“would lead to the most absurd con-
clusions. We should have to hold that the feudal
system, during the whole colonial period, and for
the first ten years of the State government, existed
here in a condition of vigor, which had been un-
known in England for n. ire than three centuries be-
fore the first settlement of this country.”

After the decision of the Court of Appeals in
1852, the Van Rensselaers and other manor pro-
prietors were advised by their counsel to sell, as it
was evident that the other feudal conditions, such
as the payment of wheat in bushels, fat fowls,
days’ service with carriage and horses and the like,
contained in the conveyances, and forfeiture of the
land in case of non-payment, must rest and be
rejected upon the same principle as the quarter-
sale condition, to wit, want of relation of landlord

and tenant between the parties; for if that relation- -

ship did not exist in the one case, it was obvious
that it did not exist in the other, and could not,
therefore, exist at all,

While the manor proprietors, tired of the long
continued resistance and the failure to collect al-
leged rents, had, previously to 18532, in a few in-
tances, sold to some submissive landholders the
soil of their farms, as it was called, they now,
under the adverse litigation attending the quarter
sale, on the advice of counsel mentioned, expressed
a willingness to sell at prices ridiculously
small, if they really believed the rents claimed
were legal and collectable; and speculators or ad-
venturers in numbers, ever ready to take chances,
however desperate, or, il possibly successful, how-
ever detrimental to the general welfare, pressed
forward to buy; and they bought, The chief or

"

principal purchaser was Walter S. Church, then of
Allegany County, New York.

It must be here observed, once for all, that the
term speculator or adventurer in this case is not
made use of in an invidious or offensive sense, or
even reproachfully, but by way of designation or
discrimination. He is not an inheritor of manorial
rights, and he does not take by devise. He simply
comes in as a stranger on speculation, and buys
casual or disputed claims, as he would buy lottery
tickets or stocks in Wall street. He is, therefore,
a speculator or adventurer in the contest, in which
he purchases chances. If successful in the ven-
ture, his fortune is made, and he can take his
ease, and live and spend and entertain freely and
handsomely. If unsuccessful, he is no worse off
than other speculators who spend on a hazard all,
perhaps, they possess, and all they can borrow.

- The last mentioned purchaser or speculator has,
for more than thirty years, made a busy and
troublous time of the venture for himself and for

the landholders.

That he has been indefatigable in it, is saying
little. His labors and his activity have been im-
mense, and his presence, wherever or however re-
quired to promote or protect his interest, has been
almost ubiquitous, Did the controversy drift into
the Legislature, as it did from time to time, he con-
fronted it there, at every step, with an energy un-
tiring and sleepless, and open house and ample
table as potent auxiliaries. ~When it went into
the courts in the form of multiplied cjectment
suits, prosecuted under his personal direction and
in his interest, he was there alike active, untiring
and vigilant; and it must be written, or this histor.
ical sketch will be imperfect, honored judges did
not deem it improper, and have not considered it
incompatible with their position, to accept the
proffered hospitalities of his bachelor home, par-
take of his sumptuous repasts, sip his costly wines,
and receive his courtly attentions; and distin-
guished lawyers, and lawyers engaged in the cases
against the landholders, have participated in the
entertainments; even Governors and Lieutenant-
Govcernors have not refused to join in them.

It may be said that these social entertainments
have exercised no control in the judgments pro-
nounced by the courts, That may beso. Butin
cases involving civil rights, the forfeiture of real
property and enormous pecuniary exactions be-
sides, it cannot be expected that the landholders,
victims in the actions, have regarded their possible
influence with indifference. In a great controversy
like this, in which judgments are given upon the
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statutes of landlord and tenant—where such statutes
cannot possibly apply—the rule of slare decisis should
not be allowed to prevail; and therefore the judges
should keep their minds open to further argument
and decision, without possible bias in any way or
from any direction; for it has been well said that a
single decision has never, in any case, been al-
lowed to stand if found opposed to principle, and
in a conflict of decisions the doctrine of slare decisis
does not hold.

It is familiar to every well-read lawyer that
there are hundreds of cases in the books that have
stood settled as law for centuries, which have been
overturned by the broad, luminous and analytical
mind of a Mansfield or a Marshall, a Spencer or a
Kent—intellects which have elevated and ennobled
the race, not debased and degraded it—and it will
scarcely do to say that this generation of judges
is infallible, or wiser and greater than those illus-
trious prototypes.

If it be asked how the controversy has progress-
ed since the purchase by the adventurers, and how
it stands to-day between them and the landholders,
it may be summed up briefly.

In 1858, in the case of Van Rensselaer against
Ball, first, among many cases, that went to the
Court of Appeals afier decision in the quarter-
sale suit, the right of the manor proprietors,
or the purchasers.of their interest, to maintain
actions of ejectment against the landholders, was
put by that Court, in the opinion written by Judge
Denio, before alluded to, upon a statute passed by
the Legislature in 1805, authorizing grantors of
lands to have the same remedies for the recovery of
rents as if the reversion had remained in them.

Now, this statute was passed after the manor
proprietors had sold their lands, with scarcely an
exception, and could not, therefore, be legitimately
employed in the office it was called on to perform;
that is, it could not confer a right if none existed
before. Bat this was not all; Judge Denio then
proceeded to apply the statutes of landlord and
tenant to the cases, after he had demonstrated
beyond all contradiction that these statutes could
not by any possibility be made to apply, in con-
sequence of the prohibitory statute of gusa
emplores, and our statutes of tenures and escheats.

This decision so shocked the public conscience,
that the Legislature in 1860 prompily repealed the
statute of 1805, so far as conveyances executed be-
fore that time were concerned. )

After that statute was repealed, the feudal rent
litigation was renewed; and other cases, having
gone through the lower courts, were carried to the

Court of Appeals for renewed decision, where they
weredecidedin 1863. ThatCourt then took a new
departure, and held that the statute of 1805 was
not necessary to the maintenance of the actions,
but that the provisions of a statute enacted in
18346, abolishing distress for rent, and for other
purposes—a statute passed in the interest of the
landholders, through the agency of their own
representatives in the Legislature—supplied the
place of the statute of 1805. The cpinion in the
case was written by Judge Henry R. Selden.

Judge Selden, after relying on the statute of
1846, as Judge Denio had done on the statute of
1805, to sustain the actions, undertakes to uphold
them on the strength of an opinion expressed by
Sugden in his work on ““Vendors and Purchasers,”.
and on two or three controverted English cases.
But neither Sugden nor the disputed cases ad-
vance the idea, or even hint at it, that there can be
any forfeiture of land for non-payment of rent, out-
side the relation of landlord and tenant; and it
may be asserted, without fear of contradiction, that
no case can be found, English or American, where
re-enlry, or ¢jeciment for defaull in the payment of renl,
has been had or allowed, excepl where the relation of
landlord and flemant existed, or was supposed lo
exist, .

It has been shown that the decision in the
case of Ball, in 1859, in which Judge Denio
wrote the opinion—is no exception to this
rule—for the judgment in that case was ex-
pressly affirmed, by help of the statute of 1805,
upon the statutes of landlord and tenant. And
Judge Selden, in his opinion in the Reid case,
written in 1863, is forced finally to admit and de-
clare that the actions are not maintainable, except
the relation of landlord and tenant exists between
the parties.  His very language is here copied, and
is as follows : ““ /u many cases in our courls, between
parties similarly siluated, they have been spoken of and
trealed as landlords and lenants, and the decisions in
the cases of Van Rensselaer v. Snyder (13 N. Y.,
299) and Van Renssclaer v. Ball (19 N. Y., 100)
can be sustained on no other ground, as they depended
enlirely upon a stalute applicable only lo parties hold-
ing thal relation (2 R. S., p. 505, § 30)."

Of the eight judges who composed the Court of
Appeals in 1863, when Judge Selden wrote his
opinion, it is notable that two of the most distin-
guished Judges of the Court, Wright and Rosekranz,
who heard the arguments, refused to take part in
the decision. They could not be brought to as-
sent to the remarkable doctrines announced by
Judge Selden,
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Upon this indefensible assumption by Judge
Selden of the relationship of landlord and tenant
between the parties to this controversy (where
such relationship does not exists), hangs the
enormous exactions thereafter, and even now, bit-
terly wrung from the cultivators of lands absolutely
owned by themselves

The workings of the system, thus naugurated
by the Court of Appeals, may be illustrated by a
few out of many examples :

On the 17th day of February, 1860, one of the
coldest days of the winter, the principal adven-
turer in the claims, accompanied by the Sheriff
and his posse, some fourteen or fifteen in num-
ber, armed with pistols and clubs, and handcuffs to
bind any that might be found to oppose, made a
sudden descent upon the farm and premises of
Peter Ball, situated on the Helderbergs, near the
village of Berne. The farm had been his and his
forefathers for generations, but then and there, in
the midst of a furious mountain snow-storm, they
cast him, with his family, consisting of his wife, a
sick daughter and an aged colored servant, from
the dwelling, out upon the public highway.

The value of this farm, within the very limits
of the village, with its new, convenient and
handsome dwelling-house, and other improve-
ments, made by Peter Ball himself, was very con-
siderable. It was one of the most desirable and
picturesque places on the Helderbergs ; and as the
poor old people, the sick daughter and the aged
servant were forced to leave, their cries and their
tears touched many a tender heart.

It may be truthfully asserted that when the Pa-
troon sold his lands on the Helderbergs, there was
not probably an acre that was worth more than
twenty-five cents. The value was given afterward
by the buildings and other improvements put upcn
the lands by the purchasers. )

It was necessary, it was said, to make an exam-
ple of Peter Ball, because he had been a leading
and persistent anti-renter, for the influence it might
exert at the time upon other anti-renters to come
forward and settle exacted claims,

Martinus Lansing, whos: extensive farm lay on
the east or Greenbush side of the river, in view, prob-
ably, from the pinnacles of the Capito), beneath which,
in august dignity, now sits the Court of Appeals,
is a more recent and flagrant case of dispossession.
On this farm, worth not less than twenty-five thou-
sand dollars, it has been estimated there was an un-
paid rent claim of about eight hundred dollars.
Mr. Lansing was required to pay six thousand dol-
lars to be reinstated. He paid four thousand dol-

lars, and because he did not promptly pay the other
two thousand, although he subsequently offered to
pay it, and the payment was refused, he and his
family were removed from their dwelling-house by
an armed body of officers and men. The great
farm, with all its buildings and other improve-
ments, put on it by Mr. Lansing’s forefathers, with
extensive additions and betterments by Mr. Lan-
sing himself, was immediately taken possession of
by the chief speculator ; and he is to-day occupying
the fine dwellings and large bamns, and planting
and reaping the broad acres, and pocketing the
fruits, rejoicing in the great acquisition, and mak-
ing exhibitions of it to admiring fiiends.

The reader will not be surprised to learn that
Mr. Lansing died of a broken heart. poor and pen-
niless, and that his unmarried daughters, forced to
support themselves as best they may, or dependent
upon the liberality of relatives, have suffered a
desolation, distress and mortification over which
sympathetic neighbors and friends have dropped
many a tear of charity.

Another case of dispossession was that of Will-
iam Witbeck, of Greenbush, whose farm lay west
of Mr. Lansing's, and nearer the river. The Olcott
place, which occupies a site commanding a view
of all Albany, forms in part its western boundary.

As a grass and stock farm, with its buildings and
other improvements put on by the Witbeck family,
it was very valuable—worth not less, probably, than
fiftcen thousand dollars.

Witbeck had paid all assumed rent claims against
this farm, but there was yet unpaid, it seemed, the
costs of the ejeciment suit, amounting perhaps to
one hundred and fifty dollars. These, by some over-
sight, had not been paid. They might have been col-
lected at any moment upon executium, if Witbeck
had refused to pay, as he had much catile and other
property on this and other farms in the same neigh-
borhood. Butthis was not what the principal specu-
lator in fee-farm rents was seeking. Witbeck, he in-
sisted had been contumacious, and had forfeited his
right to retain the farm, and he declared his inten-
tion, therefore, to take possession. For this purpose
Hiram Griggs, a deputy of the Sheriff of Rensselaer
County, with an armed posse, was dispatched to
take possession. Witbeck, as he had given out he
would do, resisted, and in the encounter which
followed Griggs was shot, and subsequently died,
Witbeck and his two sons were arrested and in-
dicted for Griggs’ murder. They were tried in
Saratoga County, and were acquitted. In the
meantime, secured against further resistance, the
speculator obtained peaceable possession of the
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ﬁm,ndhentmns it to this day, with its bounti-
ful ingathering of harvests and fruits.

Sach are some of the results of landlord and
tenant statutes, where such statutes do not apply.
Itis the merciless taking and appropriation of land
{by judicial accomplishment), with all the buildings
and other improvements, put on it by the owners
themselves, which never belonged to the manor or
proprietors nor to the purchasing speculators ; here
inthe State of New York, near the close of the
nineteenth century, in & manner equal to anything
in atrocity that could have occurred in the bar-
barous ages of the ninth century, when feudalism
was first forced on allodial soil and on free men.

The system of swooping in farms, with the
buildings and other improvements, now practiced,
under the same incongruous statutes, (made pos-
sible by the like judicial action) may be illustrated
by the method in which it is done: ,

Ejectment suits are brought to recover one year’s
rent claimed to be due—generally the last year—
and recovery of possession of the farm for non-pay-
ment. The landholder, on prosecution, goes to
the office in Albany to pay the year’s rent sued for,
and the costs of theaction. Payment will not be ac-
cepted unlesshe will also pay all rents claimed tobe
in arrear ; it may be for fiteen or twenty, perhaps
thirty years. The landholder remonstrates, on the
ground, as often happens, that he has only owned

the farm & few years, and should not be asked to

pay longer than he has owned. Heis told that
that makes no difference ; the farm is liable, who-
ever may have been the owner, and he must pay
all rents claimed or lose the farm. On inquiry as
to the amount claimed, he is startled to leamn that
it exceeds the valuc of the farm, perhaps, with all
the buildings and other improvements. That result
is brought about by charging the fullest prices for
the wheat, the fat fowls and the days’ service with
carriage and horses," with annual accumulations of
interest on each. It is the old story; the succes-
sors of the old Patroon chastised the landholders
with whips ; the adventurers chastise them with
scorpions.

The distressed farmer, sued for one year’s rent,
goes home and communicates to his astonished
family the ruin that impends over their peaceful
habitation ; and ruin promptly comes in the person
of the speculator, with the sheriff and posse at his
back, who speedily close the scene upon the

wretched famiiy by pitiless dispossession unless

every claim be paid.
The prices of rents claimed have been gmtly in-
creased by the speculators since the days of the

Patxoons; then the fat fowls and the days’ service
with carriage and horses, etc., were put at uniform:
rates of moderate character; now they are ad-
vanced to the extremest tension. It is this feature
of the fee-farm rent system, among others, which
makes it so bitter, harsh and unendurable, In
cases between landlord and tenant, where that re-
lationship actually exists, the landlord must specify
in his petition or complaint the exact amount of
rent claimed to be due, so that the tenant may
know what he has to pay, and he pays it, or leaves
the premises at his option, to which premises the
tenant makes no claim, for he never owned them.
He has added nothing to their value by buildings
or other improvements, and he leaves them with-
out loss or distress.

Very different from this is it with the fee-farm rent
system. Here the courts do not require the specu-
lators, on prosecution, to fix the amount of rent
claimed to be due. That is left to their tender
mercy after they have got their ejectment judg-
ment; and if the landholder don’t then pay as
required, he loses his farm, with all the build-
ings and other improvements put upon it by
himself. These buildings and other improve-
ments, even more valuable, perhaps, than the
land itself, the Court of Appeals declared in 1852,
in the opinion delivered by Judge Ruggles in the

| quarter-sale suit, never belonged to the manor

proprietors, and certainly, therefore, never belonged
to the speculators in the manor claims. Yet these
speculators are now allowed, under the statutes of
landlord and tenant (with assistance of the courts),
to take the buildings and other improvements as
well as the land itself, which the Court of Appeals,
in 1852, as above declared never belonged to the
manor proprictors,

This category of the fee-farm rent system places
it in a light of terrific injustice.

It may be asserted, boldly and unflinchingly,
that the declaration of the Court of Appeals, before
mentioned and transcribed, 4o/ decanse, in many
cases, the parties lo his conlroversy have been spoken
of and treated as landlords and lenanls, therefore,
their status as such is forever fixed and cannot 3¢
changed, where lhal relationship does mot exist, is ju-

dicial legislation and Hranny.*

© This language l-ndul . Writers on soclal science con
cede that the courts in ave assumed power.
Lester F. Ward, Au d:l: ldua-h- lm ia a recem
verke-“ nnle dla'-
tlnemshd‘::u mpg"*
The author -clh«llon"mnh

velopment b. v lom,**
S e .r'.&........"'-"""":-:ﬁ-mﬁ
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This judicial legislation on this rent question
makes him who does not own the land, landlord,
and him who does own it, tenant, and gives the
former the latter’s land, with all the buildings and
other improvements, without compensation.

The question admits of no dispute, and is of
ready solution : it is determined by inalienable
law, and all the courts in the civilized world can-
- not controvert or change it

Suppose a man, owningone of these manor farms,
dies without will, and without heirs, lineal or col-
Jateral, to inherit, to whom does the farm escheat
or revert, to the manor lord, or in this case to the
speculator who has purchased his interest, or to
the people of the State in their sovereign capacity ?
Every tyro in the law knows that it goes to the peo-
ple Why? Because the reversion or escheat of
all lands held in fee is in the State, '

This point may be further illustrated by the man-
ner in which the taxes upon these ‘‘anti-rent” lands
are assessed and paid; which is matter of interest to
distressed taxpayers generally, and to opponents of
non-taxable Government bonds. The speculators
have never been assessed for or paid any taxes on
these lands which they claim to own as landlords over
a peasant tenantry. If it be said that the manor
proprietors, or the speculators who have purchased
from them, are not bound to pay the taxes because
of the original indentures by which the farms were
acquired, that does not obtiate the difficulty of
the assessment of the taxes. If the speculators
were the owners of the lands, the assessment would
be levied against them as the owners; whereas, it
is a well-known fact that such taxes have always
been asscssed to and paid by the farmers, as the
owners in fee of the lands, and not as tenants either
of the manor proprietors or of the speculators.
The speculators have not only paid no tax or
assessment of any kind on these ‘‘anti-rent” farms,
but they have successfully resisted the payment of
any tax on the vast amounts of rents which they
have collected from the owners of these lands, as
the tax reccivers in the towns will testify. Hence
it has now come to be understood that the specu-
lators have here, under the xgis of the courts,
a bonanza; a property superior to any other
in the country; far better than non-taxable
United States bonds, for they have a limit of
existence, while this rent exaction is claimed to
be indestructible ; assuming always that the de-

cisions of the courts are never to be reversed on
this questjon.

The people of the State, therefore, are land-
lords of all these manor lands, as well as of all
other lands held in fee, and no individual grantor,
be he whom he may, has the slightest interest or
possibility of interest in any land after he has made
a deed of conveyance thereof..

Servitude to the soil in perpetuity, or involun-
tary servitude (better known to carly ages as feudal
servitude, the lords in which were known as lords
superior, and the cultivators of the land as vassals,
feuds or bondsmen), was imposed upon France by
despotic rulers in the ninth century. It wasbrought
from Normandy and planted on the allodial soil
of England in the eleventh century by William the
Conqueror. It was extirpated thence, in 1290, by
the statute of guiz emplores.

That statute was the law of the colony of New
York, and it and tantamount statutes have always
been the law of the State. Yet the degrading sys-
tem, attempted to be fastened upon the eastern
counties of New York by pseudo-Patroons and
manor lords, has been actually fastened upon them
by judicial legislation, under anomolous_ statutes
of landlord and tenant, where such statates do not
and cannot be made to apply, even by legislative
enactment; for our Legislature is not omnipotent,
like the British Parliament, but is controlled in its
action by both national and State constitutions.

Whether the system is to be perpetuated for the
benefit of the speculators and their assigns, or
their posterity, by judicial fiat, remains to be
seen.

However that may be, candid and generous men
will acknowledge that to the derided “anti-renters
must be accorded the honor of arresting the
progress over the continent of this revival of me-
dizeval despotism ; for there is no telling to what
length it might have extended over land in vast
tracts, comprising millions of acres, held by cor-
porations and wealthy capitalists, had it not been
for the determined and world-wide known resolute
resistance to the enslaving system by anti-renters
of the State of New York.

Through their sturdy resistance, the constitutional
convention of 1846 put the system under ban for
all future time throughout this commonwealth,
whence it is not likely ever to have further resurrec-
tion.
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THE MANOR AND THE VAN RENSSELAERS.

By Prof. J. TENNEY.

HISTORY ought to be fair and unprejudiced;

and on a question which has caused so much
political and legal strife as was made by the con-
test between the opposing claimants upon the ma-
norial estates in Albany County, under the Van
Rensselaer leases or deeds, both sides should be
permitted to make the amplest statements.  With
this view, 1 had early and frequent conversations
vith Mr. A. J. Colvin and Mr. C. M. Jenkins,
lawyers upon opposite sides of the controversy
when it was in the courts; both eminent for learn-
ing and ability; both natives of the county, and
now among the few still living, at a venerable age,
vho knew the whole matter from their personal
and local relations to it. I invited both to present,
in writing, the historical and legal points in a con-
troversy that, in its day, in this locality, was hardly
excelled by that of anti-slavery in intensity of in-
terest  Mr. Colvin only has responded to my re-
quest, giving, from his view-point, the only consec-
utive and detailed account of the contest in its
historical and legal aspects, and in its progressive
steps and present status, that has ever been given.
The preceding article commends itself by its clear
statements of both sides of the question, by its
forcible arguments, and its evident desire to be fair
to all parties and true to history.

The student of history will be interested in the
facts which we give below, gathered as reminiscen-
ces from some of the oldest living lawyers, and
from other reliable sources.

Alexander Hamilton, brother-in-law of Gen.
Stephen Van Rensselaer, the *‘old Patroon,” is
nid to have been his early legal counsel after he
came in possession of the manor, in 1785, After
the death of Hamilton, in 1804, if not before that
event, John V. Henry, who died in 1829, and
Abrabam Van Vechten, who died in 1837, among
the most eminent lawyers of their time, were em-
ployed as his counsel. It is smd he paid them
each a salary of $1,000 perannum. The following
anecdote has been given: About 1815, Mr. Van
Rensselacr notificd Mr. Henry that he could no
longer pay his salary. ‘‘Very well,” replied Mr.
H., ““then I shall be at liberty to accept a retainer

from your tenants, and I will then show you that
they are no longer your tenants, but the owners of -
the lands.” The stipend was continued to the
close of Mr. Henry’s life.

Teunis Van Vechten succeeded Abraham Van
Vechten as the Patroon’s counsel. Then Teunis
Van Vechten formed a copartnership with Daniel
Cady, the distinguished lawyer, and they became
the counsel of the new manor proprietors on the
Albany side of the river, and David Buel, of Troy,
on the east side.of the river. Jonathan Jen-
kins, of Rensselaerville, father of Charles M. Jen-
kins, acted as counsel for the ““old Patroon,” and
later for the ‘“‘young Patroon,” in the country,
while the Van Vechtsns were acting as such in
Albany.

After the decision in 1852, in the quarter-sale
suit, it was David Buel, of Troy, one of the most
able real cstate lawyers in the State, who publicly
declared that that decision put an end to the rent
controversy, and he would never after that defend
further any of the manor cases.

The lawyers that argued the quarter-sale case
for the so-called tenants, were Henry Hogeboom,
of Hudson, and Azor Taber, of Albany, a native
of Knox. Josiah Sutherland, of New York, after-
ward a Supreme Court Judge, argued the case for
the manor proprietors.

After the decision of this case, Andrew ]. Colvin,
of Albany, and Anson Bingham, of Nassau, Rens-
selaer County, were employed in 2 number of cases
arising out of these claims for rents; Mr. Colvin
taking the Albany County cases,and Mr. Bingham
those of Rensselaer County. They took the posi-
tion that, if the quarter sales were invalid, so were
the rents in bushels of wheat, fat fowls, days’ ser-
vice, and such like, on the same grounds, viz.:
that the manor proprietors had sold their lands,
not leased them. This led to acquaintance be-
tween these gentlemen, and finally to a copartner-
ship, with office in Albany.
which went to the Court of Appeals were the Ball
and Hayes cases, decided by that Court in 1859,
Judge Denio writing the opinion. Associated as
counsel with Colvin and Bingham, and present in

The first of their suits -
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Court at the argument, were William M. Evarts, of
New York, and Nicholas Hill and John H. Rey-
nolds, of Albany; Mr. Bingham and Mr. Reynolds
making the argument for the farmers, and Mr.
Charles M. Jenkins, of Albany, of the firm of
Jenkins & Cooper, for the rent claimants.

Some years afterward, Mr. Peter Cagger became
the lawyer for the rent claimants; then Samuel
Hand, with Mr. Cagger; then Hand & Hale and
Schwartz; then Mr. Rufus W. Peckham; then
Peckham & Rosendale; and finally Rosendale and

Hessberg, who now act as attorneys for Walter S.
Church.

THE LEGAL POINTS.

The historical sketch of anti-rentism by Mr.
Colvin, and the novel legal questions growing out
of it, have induced me, at the suggestion of some
legal friends, to look over the briefs or points of
the counsel on the argument of the Ball and Hayes
cases and the decision of the Court of Appeals in
those cases, made in 18g9. On examining these
points on both sides, I found them elaborated by
extensive arguments and citation of authorities.
Deprived of the prolixity of legal technicality, the
pith of the points appears to be as follows :

Mr. Jenkins, who made the argument for the
manor proprietors, or those who purchased their
interest, presented, in substance, the following
propositions : 1. That, while by the Van Rens-
selaer indentures, the grantees or purchasers took
an estate in fee or of inheritance in the land con-
‘veyed, yet taken and held under agreement expressed
in the conveyances, to yield and pay rent, the fee
was conditional and defeasible and not absolute.
2. That reversion, or the relation of landlord and
tenant, was not necessary to sustain the actions, be-
cause of the contract by which the grantees or pur-
chasers agreed, for themselves and their assigns, to
pay the rents, whereby such rentsbecame annexed to
the land and passed with it as part of the tenure by
which it was held. 3. But if these positions were
untenable, then Mr. Jenkins submitted that the
relation of landlord and tenant existed between the
manor proprietors and their grantees, and between
the assigns of each, because the King, as lord par-
amount, had here erected and granted to the orig-
inal proprietor or patentce under the British Crown,
a lordship and manor to all intents and purposes;
and thereby licensed the Patroon to be chief lord of
the fee or manor, with power to make tenants in
fee. or perpetuity, holding of him; and, thercfore,
the statute of gwia emplores never applied to this,
the manor of Rensselaerwyck,

The answer of the opposing counsel in sub-
stance was, that the manor of Rensselaerwyck was
not and never had been a lordship in fee, and was
not excepted from the operation of the statute of
guia emplores ; that Mr. Van Rensselaer was simply
an individual and not a chief lord, and was, there-
fore, like other individuals, subject to the opera-
tions of the statute. That statute made it impos-
sible for him on the sale of his lands, to make, or
attach to the conveyances by agreement, condi-
tions for the payment of rents of any description,
and forfeiture of the lands for non-payment. It
was out of his power on absolute sale to make a
conditional or defeasible estate or fee for non-pay-
ment of rent, whatever the language of the convey-
ances. There was no escaping or avoiding the
force of the statute by any contract contrived or
entered into by the parties to overthrow its effect.
Its essence was explicit and might be put in the
following language : ‘¢ Individuals may lease their
lands for life or lives, or for years, and attach
thereto covenants and conditions for payment of
rent, but they shall not do it if they sell their
lands.” Covenants and conditions are allowable
between landlord and tenant, but impossible be-
tween sellerand purchaser of lands.  So much, and
just so much, was resolved and accomplished by the
statute of gwiz empores, in uprooting the feudal sys-
tem ; and Mr. Van Rensselaer having sold, and
not leased, his lands, was prohibited from burden-
ing them with conditions for rent payments.

In deciding these cases, the Court of Appeals, as
expressed in the opinion of Judge Denio, held
that this statute—the statute of gmuz emplores—was
always the law of the colony and that it had always
been the law of the State; and as Mr. Van Rensse-
laer had sold his lands, and not leased them, he
brought himself within the principles of its pro-
visions. His grantees became owners of the lands,
and not tenants, and the relation of landlord and
tenant never subsisted between him and them; and,
therefore, it was impossible to put on the lands,
when sold, conditions for the payment of rents.
Any mind can see that such is the inevitable corol-
lary from this decision.

It would seem to the common-sense mind that
this announcement put an end judicially, not only
to the Ball and Hayes cases, but to the anti-rent
controversy as well Not so, however. Judge
Denio announced the judgment of the Court
against Ball and Hayes upon the condition coa-
tained in the conveyances, as though it had been
made between parties occupying the relation of
landlord and tenant; and as though Ball and Hayes
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were tenants and the manor proprictors and the
purchasers of their interest were landlords; for he
applied to the cases the remedies for the recovery

of rent provided by the Revised Statutes by a land-

lord against his tenant, on a term for years,

The state of the controversy now seems to be
this : No landlord and tenant in law, but landlord
and tenant to collect rents.

THE PATROONS.

L—Knuax, son of Hendrick and Maria (Pa-
frats) Van Rensselaer, pearl and diamond mer-
chant of Amsterdam, Holland, was a man of
character and substance, of ancient family, de-
scended in the thirteenth generation from Henry
Wolters Van Rensselaer. He was a director in
the Dutch West India Company, of the Amsterdam
Chamber, established in 1621, and was one of the
foremost in availing himself of the advantages of
the ‘‘Charter of Privileges and Exemptions,”
passed by the States General in 1629, for the en-
couragement of Patroons to settle colonies in the
New Netherlands. It does not appear that he
ever saw the rich and extended territory, twenty-
four miles up and down the Hudson and twenty-
four miles on either side of that noble river, which
came into his possession. But, by the aid of his
co-directors and his agent, Wouter Van Twiller,
and others, he gained lawful possession by extin-
guishing the Indian titles, securing patents and fal-
filling, as nearly as could then be done, the condi-
tions as to colonial settlements on his vast acres,
vithin the limited time. His patents gave him
feudal honors and powers. He freely assisted his
immigrant farmers with stock, tools, clothing, pro-
visions and even money, until they got a fair start.
He leased his lands on certain stipulated condi-

tions, which do not seem very hard, and we"

have no evidence that he was, in any way, disposed
to be oppressive. His policy was not to sell his
lands, but to allow them to pass, according to the
laws of primogeniture of that day, to the eldest
son or heir, with all their privileges and exemptions
and increased values. At first he reserved all
rights in trade, including the trade in furs with the
Indians; but these were so modified about 1638, as
o become open and free to all settlers. Many
of them neglected farming and engaged in the
more profitable fur trade. The Patroon also re-
werved all mines, which were never of value in this
county; and all mill privileges, which he improved
by erecting grain and lumber-mills, of great utility
) lllmelf and the settlers,

Killian married, first, Hillegonda Van Bylet, by
whom he had one son, John or Johannes. For
his second wife, he married Anna Van Wely, by
whom he had eight children, viz.: 1, Maria; 2,
Jeremias, who married Maria Van Cortlandt; 3,

Hillegonda; 4, Jan or John Baptiste, who married .

Susan Van Wely; 5, Eleanora; 6, Susan, who
married Jan de la Court; 7, Nicolaus or Nicholas,
who married Alida Schuyler; 8, Ryckert or Rich-
ard, who married Anna Van Beaumont. Killian
died in 1646, without sight of the promised land,
and was succeeded by

IL—Joux or Jonaxxes, his eldest son, then a

minor. We find some mention of him in certain

official or business papers, but learn of nothing -

done by him, except that he married his cousin,
Elizabeth Van Twiller, and had a son named Kil-
lan, who died early and without issue. He never
came to Rensselaerwyck. The plucky Brant Van
Schlechtenhorst had charge of his interests in the
manor about six years, until 1652, when he was
succeeded by Patroon John's brother, Jan Bap-
tiste, as director.

In 31658, JErEmias succeeded his brother, Jan
Baptiste, as director, and finally became proprietor.
He held his position sixteen years, until his death,
October 12, 1674. He is reported to have been a
man of learning for his times, and much wisdom.
He discharged his trust with great acceptance to

. all who were immediately interested. The contest

for rights claimed by Governor Stuyvesant, the di-
rector of the West India Company, is discussed in
the chapter entitled Rensselaerwyck and Beverwyck,
PP 49-67.

When, in almost the last extremitly, under the
Stuyvesant dynasty, a General Assembly of dele-
gates from all the towns and colonies was called,
to meet at New Amsterdam, in the City Hall, April
10, 1664, Rensselaerwyck was represented by Jere-
mias V'an Rensselaer and Dirck Van Schelluyne, and
Fort Orange by Jan Verbeeck and Gerrit Schlech-
tenhorst. Van Rensselacr was made president of this
convention of twenty-two members. It adjourned
without giving any support to Stuyvesant and the
West India Company.

When Fort Orange sumendered to the
English, on demand, September 24, 1664, and
was named Fort Albany, Jeremias Van Rensselaer
peaceably took the ocath of allegiance to Charles 11
and James, Duke of York and Albany. No change
was then made by the English proprietor James, as
to the rights and privilegesof lhelotd of the manor
of Rensselaerwyck, |
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Jeremias, two years before this, July 12, 1662,
had married Maria Van Cortlandt, who survived
him fifteen years. She died January 29, 1689. They
had two sons: Killian, born August 24, 1663, and
Hendrick, born October 23, 1667. This family
had its home in Greenbush. When Jeremias died,
October 12, 1674, his eldest son was in his twelfth
year, and as eldest surviving male descendant in the
line of Patroons of his generation, was the heir ap-
parent to the manor. Jan Baptiste, who returned
to Holland and died in 1678, had released all his
rights in the manor to this Killian. The heirs of
the original co-directors of the first Patroon Killian,
had sold their claims. Nicholas, the clergyman,
who came over from Amsterdam in 1675, and
Richard, who came soon after, succeeded their
brothers, Jan Baptiste and Jeremias, as directors of
the manor during the minority of their nephew,
the heir to Rensselaerwyck. Madam Van Rensse-
lacr acted as treasurer of this colonie, and her
brother, Stephen Van Cortlandt, had charge of the
books.

HL—KiLrLiax, son of Jeremias, born August
24, 1663, was tlic first Patroon who resided in the
manor. His house was probably situated ncar
where the Patroons have cver since resided. He
came to his trust in 1684, and held it during those
troublous times, so far as we can learn, with much
discretion and approbation. The patent was con-
firmed to him by the Duke of York, October 17,
1685, and reconfirmed by Queen Anne, May 20,
1704. Before this time, Jeremias had represented
to the English government that the manor included
Fort Orange and vicinity, territory which Stuyve-
sant had claimed as belonging to the Dutch West
India Company, and had forcibly seized, set-off,
and held by military possession. It was his request
that the government look into the matter and
restore to the Patroon his territorial rights. The
decision of the English crown *‘ upon a perusal of
the Ranslaer’s papers,” was in favor of the claim
of the Patroon, ‘“that it did belong to them.” The
injustice and arrogance of Stuyvesant was discov-
ered. Says Gov. Dongan, *‘ The town of Albany
lyes within the Ranslaer’s colony.” * They
settled the place.” Orders were issued to put the
Patroon in posscssion of Albany, and conditions of
rent were fixed ‘‘ that every house should pay,
some two beavers—some more, some less, accord-
ing to their dimensions—per annum, for twenty
years, and afierwards the Ranssalears to put what
rent upon them they could agree for.” These

orders were placed in the hands of Gov. Andros,
but not put in execution. When the honest Don-
”

gan became governor of the province the orders
were brought to him. He frankly declined putting
them in execution for this very sensible reason:
¢ I thought it not convenient to execute, judging it -
not for his majesty’s interest that the second town
in the government, and which brings his majesty
so great a revenue, should be in the hands of any
particular men.” But, wishing justice and peace,
he adds: “By meanes of Mr. James Graham,
Judge Palmer and Mr. Cortlandt, that have great
influence on that people, I got the Ranslaers to
release their pretense to the town and sixteen
miles into the country for commons to the King,
with the liberty to cut firewood within the colony
for onc and twenty years. After I had obtained
this release of the Ranslaers I passed the patent
for Albany.” Albany received its charter July 23,
1686, and thus early was it done because of the
magnanimous generosity of the Van Rensselaers
and the sagacity of Gov. Thomas Dongan.

Killian II, probably, came in possession as sole
proprietor and lord of the manor on attaining his
majority in 1684. He conveyed to his brother
Hendrick, June 1, 1704, a few days after his
patent was fully confirmed by Queen Anne, all of
Claverack or the lower manor, and 1,500 acres of
the upper manor, including an island in the Hud-
son, and Greenbush running back one mile He
seems to have been a2 man of public trust and in-
fluence. In 1693 he was Captain of a troop of
horse and Justice of the Peace. During the time of
Leisler he was strenuously opposed to his govern-
ment, and went as delegate to Connecticut to secure
military aid in the troubles that threatened Albany.
From 1691 to 1703 he represented Rensselaerwyck
in the Provincial Assembly, and was a member of
the Council from 1704 to 1719. The important
office of Indian Commissioner was held by him
from 1706 to 1720,

His will, made in 1718, was proved May 10,
1720, probably soon after the date of his decease,
at the age of 57.. He married Maria Van Cortlandt,
October 15, 1701, by whom he had nine children,
six of whom survived him. From him and his
brother Hendrick, of Greenbush, who married
Catharine Van Brugh, came all the blood of the
Van Renssclaers in this country.

IV.—Steeuzx 1, son of Killian and Maria (Van
Cortlandt) Van Rensselaer, was born March 133,
1707. He became Patroon in 1728, eight years after
the decath of his father, and married Elizabeth
Groesbeck, July 5, 1729. They had six children, be-
sides others that dicd in early infancy. Among these
were Elizabeth, born July 13, 1734, who became,



in 1753, the wife of that eminent man, Gen. Abra-

bam Ten Broeck, and Stephen, who succeeded his
father.  Of Stephen I we find no record of public
office, except that of Indian Commissioner in 1745.
He was seemingly a modest, quiet man, faithfully
devoted to the interests of his princely territory.
He was buried at the Mills, July 1, 1747, at the age
of jo. His wife, Elizabeth, was buried December
31, 1756. )

V.—Srtxruzx 11, son of Stephen and Elizabeth,
was born June 2, 1742, and came to his manorial
trust in 1763. His health was feeble and his life
was short. He died of pulmonary disease in 1769,
at the age of 27. January 23, 1764, he married
Catharine, daughter of Philip Livingston, the
Albany signer of the Declaration of Independence.
One daughter and two illustrious sons were the
frait of this marriage : Stephen, the sixth Patroon,
and Philip Schuyler, born April 15, 1756. Philip
S held many important trusts, among which was
that of Mayor of Albany for nineteen years, from
1799 10.1816, and 1819 to 1821. In 1765, that
grand old structure, the present manor-house, so
long the abode of plenty, refinement, intelligence
and hospitality, was crected by Stephen II. It
took the place of a building situated near by, which
bad, for many years, been the family home of the
patroons, and was so arranged as to serve the Pur-
pose of a fortress as well as of a dwelling. His
widow, Catharine, married, in 1775, Rev. Dr.
Eilardus Westerlo, for many years pastor of the
First Dutch Reformed Church. He died in 1790,

VI.—Stzruzx I, son of Stephen and Catha-
rine (Livingston) Van Rensselaer, was bom No-
vember 1, 1764. At the age of five years he was
an orphan.  Gen. Ten Broeck, his uncle by mar-
riage, was his guardian during his minority. Dur-
ing some of his early years he was under the super-
vision and direction of his talented and accom-
plished mother, whose influence did much to give
bent to his life in those elements of religious faith
and regard for boly things which always marked
his character. His school-days were spent in the
school of John Waters, near his home ; afterward
in Elizabethtown, N, J.; and then in Kingston
Academy, where he made preparation for college.
One year he spent at Princeton, and then entered
Harvard College, where he graduated in 1783,

.In 1825, Yale conferred upon him the degree of
LL.D. Before he was 20, he married Margaret,
daughter of Gen. Philip Schuyler, who became the
mother of three children, and died March 7, 180s.
In May, 1803, he married Cornelia Patterson, of
New Jersey, who died August 6, 1844, having

given him nine children, four only of whom sur-
vived him. His death occurred January 26, 1839,
at the age of 75 years. His life was truly full of
years and honors, distinguished by usefulness,
good examples, public confidence, and the affection .
of all that best knew him. From his earliest man-
hood he was a devout and consistent Christian, in
the communion of the church of his fatherland and- "
of his fathers. He was a sublime moralist; a pa-

tron of leaming; a friend of the poor; a kind-
neighbor; a public-spirited citizen, and an unflinch-

ing patriot. He was born under a king; by in-

heritance a feudal lord of vast wealth; a pro-

nounced advocate of the federal constitution that

succeeded the war of revolution, and a zealous poli-

tician of the \Washington, Adams, Jay and Hamil-

ton school; which, with all its mistakes, was the

purest and most intelligent party that ever had a

name in our political history.

His policy as a land-holder was to dispose of
his large landed estate to actual tillers of the soil.
He adopted the plan of offering what were called
leases in fee, and at what was considered moderate
rent. In this way he succeeded in bringing most
of his lands, situated in Albany and Rensselaer
Counties, into cultivation. These brought him a
good income.

¢ He had none of that morbid appetite for
wealth which grows ravenous by what it feeds on.”
Nor could he *‘bring himself to feel and indulge
that passion for profit and gain which consumed
those around him.” Hence, he was a kind, in-
dulgent man with the farmers, whom he regarded
as his tenants. He had no schemes for making
larger profits, none for mere speculation. He
made no change of policy for. such purpose. He
was always giving to the poor; always forgiving
their dues to the unfortunate; always helpful in pro-
viding good schools and promoting religious in-
straction among the manorial farmers. The peo-
ple all loved him, and often called him *‘the good
Patroon,” or ‘¢ the good old Patroon,” as he came
to venerable age,

But our space will allow us to name the honora-
ble positions of trust which he held, and scarcely
more—positions held to adorn by his character and
benefit by hus influence. In military life, for which
he had no special fondness, he was made a Major
in 1786, a Colonel in 1788, and Major-General of
cavalry in 1801. As is well known, he reluctantly
took command of the militia, as Major-General in
the northern department, in the war of 1813, from
motives of patriotism and public policy. He was
appointed by Governor Tompkins, and did heroic
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service at Queenstown and elsewhere. In polit-
ical life, he was Member of the Assembly in 1789,
1808, 1810 and 1818; of the Senate, from 1791 to
1795; of the Constitutional Convention of 1801 and
1821. He was Lieutenant-Governor, 1796 to 13802;
Member of the Council of Appointment in 1792; and
of the United States House of Representatives from
1823 to 1829. In 1801, he was the candidate of the
Federalists against George Clinton for Governor
of the State, and in 1813, against D. D. Tompkins,
with a very strong vote. In literature, he was
trustee and benefactor of local schools and acade-
mies; President of the Albany Institute from 1824
to 1839; a Regent of the University from 1819;
and Chancellor from 1835 until his death in 1839.
He was on the Erie Canal Commission from 1810,
and President of the Canal Board fifteen years. He
was onec of the founders of the New York State
Agricultural Society, and its first President. In
Masonry he became Master of the Grand Lodge of
the State. In the early banking and railroad move-
ments, and other matters of public improvement,
he wasamong the foremost. The Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute, Troy, was founded by him; and
he was a constant patron of literature and literary
men.

When he died, none ever had a simpler funeral.
It was his own request. His body was borne to
the tomb of his fathers on men’s shoulders. The
family mourners and the citizens that knew him
and loved him so well, followed from the North
Dutch Church to his last- resting place on foot.
There was no parade, no ostentation of any kind.
Albany never buried a man who was loved more
sincerely or mourned more sorrowfully. In many
ways he was a great man; in all ways he was, what
is better, a good man.

His estate, under the United States Constitution
and the laws of 1787, could not descend to the
oldest son. The last Patroon died with him. His
landed interests were divided between his sons
Stephen and William Patterson,the Albany County

.lands going to the former; those of Rensselaer
County to the latter.

VII.—Stepuex 1V, only son of Stephen and
Margaret (Schuyler) Van Rensselaer, was bom
March 29, 1789. He had possession of the man-
sion, and was usually called, by courtesy or cus-
tom, *‘the young Patroon.” He married Harriet
E. Bayard, of New York, and had eight children,
six of whom survived him. His death occurred
May 25, 1868, in his cighticth year. He never
sought official honors, but lived 2 quiet and unob-
trusive life. He was interested in many charitable

objects, and a liberal giver. In the church of his
fathers, of which he was a prominent member and
officer, he was always valued. He was called Gen-
eral, a title which belonged to him as an officer of
that rank in the State militia. The anti-rent con-
troversy, described by Mr. Colvin, broke out and
raged in his time.

WiLLiax PatreRsox, oldest son of Stephen and
Cornelia (Patterson) Van Rensselaer, was borm
March 6, 1805, and occupied for a time, his lands
in Rensselaer County. He built what is now
called Forbes Manor for his residence; but never
occupied it. He resided, for a while, in the build-
ing in Albany now converted into St. Peter's Hos-
pital, and after his financial affairs became compli-
cated, he made his residence in and near New
York City, the rest of his life,

Thus closes our brief history of the Patroons—
men who held that title for about 238 years, and
whose relationship to the landed interests, to the
business interests, and, indeed, to every interest in
this county, was peculiar and lasting, Taking all
in all, they and their descendants generally deserve
to be spoken of with respectful consideration, some
of them with distinguished gratitude and praise.

THE HENDRICK VAN REN$ELAER
BRANCH.

Many of the descendants of Hendrick, the sec-
ond son of Jeremias, and brother of Patroon
Killian, deserve place in our history, as persons
who have led lives of cminent usefulness and
honor. We only wish we had space to render

‘them the honor they deserve. Among them

we may name, as especially eminent, Colonel Kill-
ian, son of Hendrick, who was once Chairman of
the Committee of Safety. He had four distin-
guished sons, General Henry K., a brave revolu-
tionary officer, who was crippled for life by wounds
received in battle at Fort Ann, July 8, 1777; Col.
Philip, who was for many years Commissary of
Military Stores in the northern department, and
who built the Cherry Hill Mansion, and died there
in 1798; Colonel Nicholas, who was one of Gen-
cral Montgomery's aids at the storming of Quebec,
December 31, 1775, and was afterwards aid to
General Schuyler, and fought at Ticonderoga,
Fort Miller, Fort Ann and Bemis Heights. He it
was who bore the news of Burgoync's defeat to Al-
bany, October 17, 1777. Another son, Killian
K., was an eminent lawyer in Albany, and repre-
sented the County in United States Congress, ten
years, from 1801-1811. General Solomon, son of
General Henry K., was one of the bravest of patri-
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otic men, and an eminent civilian. He fought the : *‘ Legacy of Historical Gleanings,” and now Presi-

Indians at Maumee with Wayne and Harrison in
the Northwest, and was also at the battle of Queens-
town as aid to General Stephen. In both battles he
was seriously wounded. He was for sixteen years
Adjutant-General of the State; four years in the
United States Congress, and many years Postmas-
tr of Albany. His brother, Killian H., wasa
Licutenant in the United States Navy. Jeremiah,
Hendrick and John B., represented Rensselaer-
wyck in the colonial assemblies, filling up the,
thirty-five years between 1726 and 1761. Another
Jeremiah, son of John, was Lieutenant-Governor
of the State from 1801 to 1810. John S. was a
brave soldier in the war of 1812. Robert wasa
delegate to the Provincial Congress in 1775-77.
Colonel James was one of Montgomery’s aids at
Quebec; and many others of this branch filled up
the measure of good citizenship.

Fruares or THE Fayiv.—Three distinguished
patriots of the revolution married Van Rensselaer
daughters : General Philip Schuyler married Cat-
nna, daughter of John; General Abraham Ten
Broeck, Elizabeth, daughter of Stephen, the fourth
Patroon; and General Leonard Gansevoort, Maria,
daughter of Colonel Killian. Mis. Catharine Viss-
cher, youngest daughter of General Solomon, and
widow of Rev. Samuel W. Bonney, author of

| dent of Claremont College, Catawba County, N.C.,

deserves special mention here, as a lady of exalted
worth and fine accomplishmentss The female
members of the Van Rensselaer family with very
few exceptions, make a long list of excellent daugh-
ters, wives and mothers, ornaments to their name
and their sex.

RepPrESENTATION. —-Rensselaerwyck had a repre-
sentation in the colonial assemblies, separate from
Albany, from April 9, 1691 to April 3, 1775, a
period of eighty-four years. The rcpresentatives
were: 1691 to 1704, Killian Van Rensselaer; 1701-3
and 1715-26, Andries Coeymans; 1703—4, An-
dries Douw; 1705-14, Hendrick Van Rensselaer;
1726-43, Jeremiah Van Rensselaer; 1743-61, John
B. Van Rensselaer; 176175, Abraham Ten Broeck.

It is worthy of remark that all the members of
this wealthy and aristocratic family were always
found on the side of popular liberty. As citizens,
they voted on that side; as civil officers, they con-
tended for it even when in a minority and against
the English crown; as soldiers, they bravely fought
for it and generously spent of their wealth for it
And yet they must have known that a simple rep-
resentative free government would, asit did, at
once abridge and finally destroy their feudal de-
scended rights and powers.

LAND PATENTS, SETTLEMENTS, LEASES, TITLES
AND BOUNDARIES.

HE claims of the native proprietors to the soil
were admitted by the Holland companies and
the Patroon, and purchases of lands were made from
the Indian owners *‘for certain quantities of duf-
fels, axes, knives and wampum.” In this manner
purchases were made by the Van Rensselaer
Patroons and others, who made original purchases
of Indian tracts of lands. The general policy of
these Patroons was to lease lands and transmit
them to their heirs, not to sell them. This has
been briefly spoken of in other parts of our volume.
Much could be said under our heading, but we
propose to say but little—just enough to give a few
facts and suggestions on a subject of great interest
and extensive relations., .
In 1678, Governor Andros thus writes of land
grabbing: *‘New York is in 40° 35’, Albany abt.
43° The Colony is scveral Jong narrow stripes of

wh. a great part of the scttlemt. made by adventu- °
rers before any Regulacon by wh., Incroachmts,
without pattents, wh. towns have lately taken but by
reasqn of continuall warrs noe Survey made &
wildernesse, no computacon can be made of the
planted and implanted.” True to his King, this
Governor endeavored to place a check upon such
proceedings. Bat with poor success.

The extravagant land grants made in this State,
to private persons, by some of the English Govern-
ors were in such vast parcels that the government
thereby lost much revenue, which caused much
uneasiness and discontent. Individuals came into
collision on account of the irregular manner in
which the grants usually were located—without
surveys or boundaries. The most reckless gover-
nors in these transactions were Governors Fletcher
and Combury, Lands by 50,000, 100,000, and
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even a million of acres were placed in the hands of
unscrupulous speculators. Conflicting claims made
great trouble ; honest settlers were defrauded ; and
the settlement of good lands by worthy citizens
greatly hindered. ‘The King interfered; called
home some governors in disgrace, and vacated
some of the grants. No State in the Union has
suffered so much by the extravagant and unguarded
distribution of its domain as the State of New York.
The hurtful consequences have always been felt as
prejudicial to the public interests.

The recognized claim of the Patroons, dating so
far back, and being so well established by the ex-
tinguishment of the Indian claims and the actual
occupation of the land, prevented any trouble from
such grants in Rensselaerwyck.

While the title of the lands in this county could
not be disputed, having becen duly purchased of the
aboriginal owners by the Van Rensselaers and con-
firmed by the States General of Holland, the man-
ner of dividing off the farms was not well considered.
Land was plenty and the value small. Patents and
farms were located by spotted trees, stones, streams,
and other points subject to decay, removal or other
change. One badly defincd lot was bounded as lying
next to another just as badly defined. Lots over-
lapped each other, and gores or other shapes were
left between lots without a legal occupant. Lands
were stepped off, or measured with a pole, a rope,
or the ‘‘leading line” of a harness, Courses were
run by unskilled surveyors, running northerly
or north-by-west from any evanescent or un-
certain point that first came to notice in the line.
In after time came the difficulty of finding
the old points and retracing the old lines. This
has cost labor, expense and perplexity. Many
questions pertaining to the farm lands in this
county are yet unsettled, the farmers wisely con-
cluding that it would cost more than it would
come to to hire a surveyor; much more to go
to court. So, by some neighborly compromise, the
unsettled line of division has long remained un-
settled ; and we may hope that it long may, except
it be peaceably.

Joel Munsell tells us that the boundaries and
tracts were quite indefinite, and as they became
cultivated, all traces of the described bounds utterly
ceased to be distinguishable. For indtance, a farm
now in the heart of the City of Albany, leased by
the Patroon to Isaac, son of Casper Halenbeck, is
thus described in the lcase: ‘‘Bounded on the
north by the plain and hill; on the cast by the
swamp; on the south by the Bever Kil; on the
west by the woods.” Nothing now remains but

the Kil to mark the boundaries of this tract, and
that is partially arched over and used as a sewer.
The hill was long since leveled, the swamp filled
in and built upon, the woods cleared up, and the
area occupied by streets and a dense population.

The Duke of York, as proprietor and as King, as
well as his successors, saw the good policy of treat-
ing the Hollander well, and readily confirmed the
rights and patents that dated under the govenment
of the States General or of the Dutch West India
Company. All other lands were claimed as belong-
ing to the English crown; and, after satisfying the
Indian title as a matter of policy, all grants were
finally subject to the approval of the King.

The acknowledgment of the just title of the
Patroon of Rensselaerwyck to the territory that
became the City of Albany in 1686, unfairly disputed
by Governor Stuyvesant, reflects credit on the
policy of the English government at that nme. as
discussed in another place.

The claim of England to the territory of New
Netherlands, by right of prior discovery, has been
referred to elsewhere, and needs no further discus-
sion here. It was at a time when might made right.
Indeed, when and where in the world’s history has
it not been so? But how litle did King James
realize the value of his province of New York !
Nor was George 1II much wiser.

Writing concerning the state of lands in the
Province of New York in 1733, Cadwallader
Colden, Surveyor-General, says: By the 3d
article of Surrender agreed to with the Dutch
Govt. it is stipulated (in 1664) that ‘all people
shall continue free denizens, and enjoy lands,
houses, goods, ships, wheresoever they are within
the country, and dispose of them as they please.’
And by the 11th article, ‘The Dutch here shall
enjoy their own customs concerning inheritances.’”

In pursuance of this the inhabitants took out
confirmations of their lands and tenements under
the hand and seal of Colonel Nicolls, the first
English Governor under the Duke of York, in which
their title under the Dutch is recited. The form
of these confirmations appear to be everywhere the
same.

Governor Nicolls likewise, granted unimproved
lands to any who were willing to settle and improve
them; and these first grants were made without any
previous survey or without reciting any certain
boundaries, but only to contain, for example, 100,
200, or 300 acres adjoining such another man's
land or a certain hill, or river, or rivulet.

Subsequent governors made land grants with
surveys or without,as it pleased them. Some parted -
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with valuable lands and large tracts for a mere trifle
to their favorites. Land was plenty. The few who
had influence with the government, and desired in-
crease of power and wealth, saw their opportunity
in large territory which they might settle with de-
pendents. The evil that came from such a policy
has cursed this State even to our day; giving us
confusion of titles and boundaries; vexatious and
expensive lawsuits; many bitter contentions, that
have grown so mighty as to move the whole body
politic; and kept many hard-working tenants and
their families in a condition but little better than
abject servitude, with all its consequences in ig-
norance and lawlessness. Albany County is a
witness of this condition of things. The article
on Anti-rentism in this volume clearly exhibits
the evils that have sprung from feudal tenures,
rents conditioned upon leases in perpetuity, and
exacted by the Patroons and their assignees. The
conflicting opinions of learned legal authority are
perplexing to the lay citizen. The financial ruin
of many so-called tenants, and the physical, mental
and moral degradation frequently consequent
upon this condition of things, are too patent for
denial, and excite commiseration. This state of
things shows that a great wrong has been the nat-
ural outgrowth of the policy of such land grants
made long ago, no doubt, at first, with a worthy
purpose. Nor is there any doubt that the Patroons,
or original landholders, regarded their manoria)
claims as beneficial to the State as well as advan-
tageous to themselves. They designed to treat the
farmers who occupied their lands with justice, and
usually did treat them with a policy both benevo-
lent and lenient. The evils that resulted were the
fruits of the system. One of the worst ills that has
resulted from the lease system in this county has
been its effect upon the family of the lessee, which
has occupied the same soil for many years without
owning anything.

If men do not possess the right of soil, however
cheap the lease rents, they never can be indepen-
dent citizens. They are always under the influence
of their landlords. Their minds are apt to be-
come debased and their enterprise destroyed.
When their vassalage becomes hopeless, they live
as dumb, driven cattle.

The exact boundaries of our county, and of the
towns of which it is constituted, are not accurately
defined. Says Mr. J. T. Gardner, in State Survey
Report for 1877 :

¢ Less than one hundred years ago,however, sur-
veyors, carrying only the compass, chain, ax and
tifle, contending with innumerable obstacles in

pathless forests, forced their way to the utmost
limits of a wilderness stretching from the Hudson
River to Lake Erie. They traversed every part, and
roughly measured lines, dividing the lands into tracts
of suitable size for coming settlers, and marking the
lots by notching or *blazing * surrounding trees.

*“ There has been no survey of the State since
the pioneer surveyors ran their compass lines
through the woods.

¢The maps of New York are false to the extent
of one, two, and even three miles in the positions
ascribed to prominent points. * * * Itis
well known that we are far behind the rest of the
world in knowledge of our own territory.”

What is true of the State is measurably true of
the smaller divisions of the State, of which it is
composed. There is something yet to be done by
the surveyors and engineers of the future.

The sagacity of the Dutch settlers is shown in
their selection of lands, and the tenacity with
which they held possession of them. They rarely
occupied the hills. Their native Holland was a flat
country, abundant in water, lying by the sea, and
traversed by rivers and canals. The early colonists
of this county planted their homes, usually, upon
level tracts, upon the rich alluvium of the Hudson
River, or other streams that run into it. These
they were apt to leave to their heirs. The later
German took the best he could find in the valley of
the Mohawk, or else looked for his home on some
fertile spot but a little removed from some stream.

The following is a list of patents of lands located
in or near Albany County by the Dutch Govern-
ment from 1630 to 1634, so far as they now have
been found recorded in the Book of Patents and
Town Records. It will interest the many de-
scendants of our original landholders:

Kiliaen Rensselaer: Indian land east of Hudson,
Rensselaerwyck, August 6, 1631; Indianland west
of Hudson, Rensselacrwyck, August 13, 1631;
Indian land, Papskenea, Rensselaerwyck, April 13,
1637; Indian land, Katskill, April 19, 1649; In-
dian land, Claverack, May 14, 1649. Jan Michelsen:
a lot, Beverwyck, May 23, 16s0. Rutger Jacob-
sen: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1652. Goosen G.
Van Schaick: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1652,
Anthonie De Hooges, a lot, Beverwyck, April 13,
1652. Cornelis Teunissen: a lot, Beverwyck,
April 23, 16532. Andries Herbertsen: a lot, Bever-
wyck, April 23, 1652, Dirck Jansen: a lot, Bever-
wyck, April 23, 1652. Arent Andriessen: a lot,
Beverwyck, April 23, 1652. Volkert Jansen: a
lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1653,  Albert Gerritsen:
a lot, Beverwyck, April 33, 1652, Jacob Adrieas
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sen: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1652. Willem
Teller: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1652. An-
netje Bogardus: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1653.
Teunis Jacobsen: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1653.
Rut Adriensen: a lot, Beverwyck, April 23, 1653.
Jacob Janz Schermerhomn: a lot, Beverwyck, No-
vember 9, 1653. Jochem Backer: a lot, Bever-
wyck, April 23, 1653. Pieter Loockermans: a
lot, Beverwyck, July 7, 1653. Hans Kierstede: a
lot, Beverwyck, July 18, 1653. Ryer Elbertsen:
a lot, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653 Laurens
Lourenzen: a lot, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653.
Jochem Kettelhuyn: a lot, Beverwyck, October 2s,
1653. Evert Janz Van Embden: a lot, Bever-
wyck, October 25, 1653. Casper Jacobsen: a lot,
Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Michel Reycker-
sen: a lot, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Hen-
drick Andriessen: a lot, Beverwyck, October 13,
1653. Jan Verbeck: a lot, Beverwyck, October
25, 1653. Thomas Jansen: a lot, Beverwyck, Oc-
tober 25, 1653. Andries DeVos: a lot of wood-
land, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Thomas
Sandersen: two lots, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653.
Rut Adricnsen: a lot, Beverwyck, October
25, 1653. And. Janz Appel Van Leyden: two
lots, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Jacob Janz
Schermerhorn: two lots, Beverwyck, October 25,
1653. Jan Labadie: a lot, Beverwyck, October
25, 1653. Laurens Jansen: a lot, Beverwyck,
October 25, 1653. Captain Abram Staets, alot,
Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Jacob Hendrick
Sibbinck: a lot, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653.
Jacob Symonz Klomp: a lot, Beverwyck, October
25, 1653. Hags Brunysen: a lot, Beverwyck,
October 25, 1653. Jan Frs. Van Hoesen: a lot,
Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Gillis Pietersen: a
lot, Beverwyck, October 25, 1653. Captain Abram
Staets: Cicheckawick, north of Claverack, March
17, 1654. Leendert Phillipsen: a lot, Beverwyck,
March 24, 1654. Hendrick Marcelis: a lot,
Beverwyck, March 24, 1654, Gillis Pietersen: a
lot, Beverwyck, April 14, 1654. \Vynent Gerrit-
sen: a lot, Beverwyck, August 29, 1654. Ad.].
Van Leyden Appel: a lot for an inn, Beverwyck,
December 16, 1654. Ph. Pietersen Schuyler: two
lots, Beverwyck, June 16, 1656. Adrien Janz
Ilpendam: a lot, Beverwyck, October 28, 1656.
Mattheus Abrams: a lot, Beverwyck, October 28,
1656. Clacs Hendricksen: two lots, Beverwyck,
Scptember 25, 1657. Pieter Jacobsen: a lot,
Beverwyck, February 23, 1658. Jercmias Van
Rensselacr: a lot, Beverwyck, February 25, 1658,
Sander Senderts Glen: a lot, Beverwyck, July 13,
1658. Ph, Pictersen Schuyler: a lot, Beverwyck,

September 10, 1658. Pieter Meersen: a lot,
Beverwyck, October 31, 1658. Thomas Cham-
bers: a lot, Beverwyck, November 8, 1653.
Volckert Jansen, et al.: a plantation, Fort Orange,
March 31, 1659. —— Andriessen: a plantation,
Fort Orange, March 19, 1659. Arent Van Curler:
a plantation, Beverwyck, March 23, 1659. Pieter
Hartgers: two lots, Beverwyck, September 1, 1659.
Jan Daretha: a lot, Beverwyck, February 5, 1660,
Peter Jacobsen: a lot, Beverwyck, February 23,
1660. Peter Mees: a lot, Beverwyck, August 17,
1660. Jan Costers Van Aecken: a lot, Beverwyck,
March 7, 1661. Jan Tomassen: two lots, Bever-
wyck, March 10, 1661. Rutger Jacobsen, et al.:
Pachnach Killick Island, near Beverwyck, March
10, 1661. Rutger Jacobsen: Constable’s Island,
Beverwyck, March 19, 1661. Arent Van Curler,
et al.: Indian land, Schonowe, July 27, 1661.
Schenectady, Great Flatt confirmed April 6, 1662.
Jan Jansen Van Hoesen: Indian land, Claverack,
June s, 1662. J. B. Wemp, et al.: Martin’s
Island, Schenectady, November 12, 1662. Peter
Bronck: a lot, Beverwyck, 1663. Symon Symonz
Groot: a lot, Beverwyck, May 11, 1663. Casper
Jacobsen: a lot, Beverwyck, December 29, 1663.
Jan Tomassen: a lot, Beverwyck, March 10, 1664.
Comelis Van Nes: twenty-one morgen, Schenec-
tady, June 1, 1664. Teunis Cornelissen: twenty-
four morgen, Schenectady, June 16, 1664. Sy-
mon De Bakker: twenty-four morgen, Schenectady,
June 19, 1664. Pieter Adriensen: twenty-six mor-
gen, Schenectady, June 16, 1664. Willem Teller:
twenty-three morgen, Schenectady, June 16, 1664.
Ph. Pietersen Schuyler: Indian tract, Half-Moon,
July 10, 1664.

All lands within this State are allodial, so that,
subject to their liability to escheat, the owners
have entire and absolute property in them, accord-
ing to the nature of their respective estates. No
leases can now be made of agricultural lands for a
time longer than twelve years, and all quarter sales
or other restraints upon alienation, reserved in any
grant hereafter made, are void in law.

Albany County never had any State lands except
those occupied by State buildings. It has no
United States land except that occupied by the
Watervliet Arsenal and the Government building in
Albany. It has had no Gospel or school lands, no
literature lands, no military land grants, nor were
any patents covering its territory or any part of it,
cver granted originally by the English government.
Some of its citizens, as the Livingstons, the Schuy-
lers, and the Van Rensselaers, had large patents
located in other parts of the State.
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THE. BEAVER AND

THE FUR TRADE.

HE earliest industry in the territory now called

Albany County was the beaver trade. Nothing
else brought the first Dutch adventurers to New
Netherlands, as nothing but the love of gold led the
earliest adventurers from our Eastern States to the
mines of California. Had it not been for the beaver,
we cannot tell how much longer the settlement of
our county would have been ‘deferred. A brief ac-
count of this fur-bearing rodent, and of the impor-
tant relation he sustained to our early history, seems
duae to him. Without it our work would be in-
complete.

How much he was esteemed is shownin part by
the local preservation of his honored name in
Beverwyck, Beaverkill, Beaver street, Beaver block
and the like.

We begin with a description in popular language
of the beaver himself, that we may better under-
stand his character and habits,

‘The beaver is one of the most extraordinary of
all animals. It is between three and four feet in
length, and weighs from forty to sixty pounds. Its
teeth, which are long, broad and sharp, project
considerably beyond the jaw, and are curved like
a carpenter’s gouge. In its fore-feet the toes are
separated, as if designed to answer the purposes of
fingers and hands, Its hind-feet are accommo-
dated with webs, suited to the purpose of swim-
ming. In no animal does the social instinct and
habit appear stronger or more general thanin the
beaver. Wherever a number of these animals are
found,