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Ignotas Horodeckis (1776—1824) was born in 177Bithuania. He was from a noble
family that had lived in the northern part of thénws district for many generations. In 1796
after graduating from the highschool in Postavyw(ribe Republic of Belarus), he began his
studies at the Schola Princeps Magni Ducatus Littaga Principal School of the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania (now called Vilnius University). Heustied elocution, general and natural history,
physics, astronomy and chemistry with Jozef Mickies (1774-1817), Stanislaw Jundzilas
(1761-1847) and Andrius Sniadeckis (1768-1838) anwbhners. Horodeckis was particularly
interested in physics, chemistry and mineralogy. 189, he obtained the position as teacher of
physics and natural history at Vilnius secondafyost. Alongside his teaching duties, he ap-
plied to the Rector of Vilnius University for admien to sit the doctoral examination. Jozef
Mickevicius, then professor of physics, was appointed esllairman of the commission that
conducted this examination in 1800.

While Horodeckis continued in hig
position as a secondary school teacher,
also maintained relations with the Imperig
University of Vilnius (this name was insti
tuted in 1803), and in 1811 became the
sistant of professor Andrius Sniadeck
within the chemistry laboratory.

In 1814 he became an assistant p
fessor in the chemistry department resig
ing from his post at the high school. At th
time, the head of the department of mine
alogy was Feliksas Dzevinskis (1788
1850), however, in 1817 the latter went
study in Paris and Horodeckis was e
trusted with giving lectures in mineralogy

Fig. 1. The building that housed the Departmer¥liof-
eralogy where Horodeckis gave lectures.



Figure 2. Personal file of 46-year-old Horodecki¥#nius University.
All former positions are listed. Marital statusngle. VUB: RS, F2-KC135, P.401-403.

In 1822 the University Council appointed Ignotagdétieckis as Full Professor. In addi-
tion to lectures, Horodeckis led practical exersisegeology, organized many fieldtrips with
students in the surroundings of Vilnius. He alsndiated geological research, and was partic-
ularly interested in the fossil fauna of VolhyniadaLithuania from the Cretaceous and Tertiary
(Paleogene) periods. He also analyzed the chergooaposition of minerals and put together a
collection of rocks.

Horodeckis was a highly valued teacher. He was pilegressive in his ideas and often
upset conservative professors in his support ofarsity reforms. During the years from 1817
to 1824 he taught mineralogy at Vilnius Universitpgving among his students Ignotas Do-
meika (1802-1889) who would later rise to fame ge@ogist/mineralogist in South America,
Ignotas Jakovickis (1794-1847), Ignacijus Fonbefd&91-1891), N. A. Kumelskis (1802—
1853), Tomas Zanas (1796-1855), and many othet828-1824, up to 170 students gathered
to listen to his lectures on mineralogy each year.

Horodeckis was an advanced scientist who connebtsty with practice in nature. He
was aware of the latest theories (including aboeteorites) and taught them to his students.
Proof of the latter may be found in the questidngents were asked during exams. For exam-
ple: Ignotas Domeika had to answer: 1. Identifyglven example from the collection (answer:
it was an iron meteorite). 2. Discuss meteorite stones in general. 3. Bstheir formation and
elements of composition.

The first known letter by Ignotas Horodeckis addeesto Alexandre Brongniart (1770-
1847) about meteorites, is dated "Vilnius, Septami@d8 [...] | have the honour to send you
half of the iron, which was separated for me frofarge single specimen found in the sand in
the Minsk and Minsk provinces, in the Mozyr didtrien the lands of Count Rokicki...."

The scientists Ignotas Horodeckis and Alexandren@néart not only corresponded about
meteorites, but also studied the specimens. Hckisleollected information about each one
and sent fragments of specimens to Paris. On He band, Brongniart combined the data sent
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by Horodeckis and the results of the chemical caitjpm studies carried out by one of the
most prominent French chemists and meteorite relseer of the time, André Laugier (1770—
1832), to whom he gave the samples obtained frolmug. These results were presented by
Brongniart at the meetings of the Royal Academ@aénces in Paris and were also published
(Laugier 1823a; Laugier 1823b; Laugier 1824).

Horodeckis sent to Brongniart samples of the foilfmaumeteorites:

Lixna, which is also called: Daugarvpils (From MetBad@jugavpils, Dinaburg, Lasdany,
Liksen, Liksna, Adhesive, Lixsna, Uszwalda — (allNHM Cat.),Zaborzika, which is also
called: Czartorya, Saboriza, Saboryzy, Zaboritshafitza, Zaborzyca — (all in NHM Cat),
Brahin, also called: Bragin, Komarinsky, Kruki, Krukov,ihsk, Rocicky, Rokicky, Rokitskii
— (all in NHM Cat).

Figure 3. Brahin meteorite (pallasite) (VU, MuseuhGeology)

Andrius Sniadeckis had studied those meteorit&slmus (where Horodeckis also worked in
the laboratory). Apparently, because parcels tolokg time to reach their destination in those
days, Sniadeckis published the results of the Braggteorite research a year earlier than the
French scientistsSaiadecki J. 1822). There is a detailed article bp&zkiewicz and R. Tar-
kowski about this correspondence and reséarch

Ignotas Horodeckis died suddenly 200 years agd@##,1on March 27, at the age of 48. His
scientific ideas were not implemented, his scientésearch remained unfinished.

He is buried in the Bernardine cemetery, UZupidyi8gzdyno Street, Vilnius, 01205, Lithua-

nia. His memorial stone has not survived and tleetebocation of his grave is unknown, nor
has a portrait of him been identified.

Abbreviations used:NHM Cat. - Natural History Museum, London; MetBaddeteorite In-
formation Database.

1 p. Daszkiewicz and R. Tarkowski. Les meteorite¥illus, cespierres qui ont change I'histoire des
enceXCahiers Lituaniens. 2006, 7, p.15-22



Further Reading

Cuvier, Georges and Brongniart, Alexandre, 182&cbptiongéologiquedesenvironsdeParis.
Nouvelle édition dans laquelle on a inséré la dgson d’'un grand nombre de lieux del’Alle-
magne, de la Suisse, de I'ltalie, etc., qui préserdes terrains analogues a ceux du bassin de
Paris, par M. Alex. Brongniart. Paris and Amsterd@nDufour et E. d’Ocagne.

P. Daszkiewicz, R. Tarkowski. 2006, Korespondeigjecego Horodeckiego z Aleksandrem Brog-
niartem w zbiorachekopisow Biblioteki Glownej Narodowego Muzeum Hisidtaturalnej
w Paryzu. Kwartalnik Historii Nauki i Techniki T15nr. 2, p. 145-171.

Laugier A., 1823a, Vorlaufige Nachricht von der ih&chen Analyse zweier in Polen gefundenen
Aérolithen und zweier Meteor Eisen, Ann. Physik, Z&ipzig, s. 264—268.

Laugier A., 1823b, Aérolithe du vill. Zaborzyce,IBsoc. philomath., Paris, s. 86—88.

Laugier A., 1824, Analyse de deux Météorites, Aaaale chimie et de physique, Paris, 25, s. 219—-
221.

Polski Stownik Biograficzny t. 10 s. 1 HORODECKIngcy (1776-1824) mineralogy.

Sniadecki J. Gelazie meteorycznem Rzeczyckiem. Dziennik W&lg, Wilno, 1822, vol. 1, No. 4, p.
481-506. Internet Access: https://jbc.bj.uj.eddlfta/publication/577944/edi-
tion/549458/content

Zyciorys Ignacego Horodeckiego, patrz PSB, 196241960, s. 1-2 (Z.Kosiek)

Publication online: Posted IUGS Website / INHIGR@bsite Anniversaries
March 2024
IUGS E-Bulletin Issue 203, February—March 2024.

Author: Dr.Eugenija Rudnickadt
Member (LITHUANIA):
IUGS International Commission on the
History of Geological Sciences (INHIGEO)

Department of Geology and Mineralogy, Museof Geology,
Faculty of Chetny and Geosciences,
Vilnius Univengi
M. KCiurlionio str. 21/27
03101 Vilniugthuania.
Emailieugenija.rudnickaite@gf.vu.lt

The full list of contributions to the INHIGEO Anrgvsary Series is available on the website:
http://www.inhigeo.com/anniversaries.html




